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TPIE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

CHARLES  LORD  HAWKESBURY, 

PRESIDENT 

O F 

THE  LORDS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL, 
OF  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS,  ^c, 

Mr  LORD, 

I DO  myfelf  the  honour,  in  confequence  of  Your 
Lordfhip’s  permiffion,  to  dedicate  this  Hijlory  of 
Dahojny  to  Your  Lordfhip,  as  the  only  proof 
which,  at  this  diftance,  I can  give  of  my  gratitude 
for  your  uncommon  attentions ; and  as  a iincere 
teftimony  of  the  many  advantages  which  I daily 
fee  refult  to  the  Britifh  Commerce  and  Shipping, 
from  Your  Lordfliip’s  Commercial  Legiflation.  ' 
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Permit  me  only  to  add,  that  I fliall  in  every 
lituation  endeavour  to  prove  myfelf  worthy  of 
being  confidered  as. 


My  Lord, 


Your  Lordfliip’s 


Moft  faithful, 

And  moft  devoted  Servant, 


Cape^CoaJl-CaJile,  Africa^ 
•26  1793. 


Archibald  Dalzek 
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PREFACE. 


iH  E contemphtioa  of  man,  in  the  various  fituations  and  under 
the  different  circumlfances  in  which  he  from  time  to  time  pre- 
lents  himfclf  to  our  view,  is  one  of  the  noblefl  employments 
of  the  philofophic  mind,  as  it  immediately  leads  to  that  felf- 
knowledge  which  defervedly  holds  the  pre-eminence  over  all 
others,  and  which  cannot  be  obtained  without  it. 

To  arrive  at  a juft  knowledge  of  human  nature,  a progrefs 
through  the  hiftory  of  the  ruder  nations  is  effentially  neceffary. 
It  is  from  the  adlions  of  mankind,  when  feen  under  little  other 
controul  than  that  of  their  own  will,  that  the  tendency  and 
effcdts  of  the  paihons  appear  more  clearly  and  truly,  than  when 
under  the  intiuence  and  reftraint  of  the  laws  of  refinement : nor 
is  there  any  other  way  to  judge  of  the  value  of  cultivation,  in 
the  eftimate  of  human  happinefs,  than  by  this  kind  of  com- 
parifon. 

But  the  hiftory  of  favage  nations  is  very  difficult  to  be  ob- 
tained. Themfelves  have  no  records  j nor,  without  other  in- 
citement, will  travellers  more  cultivated  remain  long  enough 
among  them,  to  become  acquainted  with  their  language,  cuftoms,, 
manners,  and  opinions,  to  form  a true  picture  of  a people.  Scraps 

hailily 


vr 


PREFACE. 


liaAily  picked  up  and  ill  underftood,  put  into  form  by  a fertile 
imagination,  conftitute  mod  of  thofe  works  that  are  offered 
under  fuch  name  : whence  arife  the  many  drange  notions  and 
prejudices  that  we  are  apt  to  entertain  of  thofe  people,  and 
to  refute  which  nothing  is  wanted,  but  a refidence  for  a due 
time  amongd  them.  It  therefore  becomes  neceffary  to  fay  fome- 
thing  concerning  the  following  Work,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
ground  of  credibility  it  dands  on,  and  to  give  the  reader  a fuffi- 
cient  confidence  in  the  truth  and  candour  with  which  the  fails 
are  reprefented.  For  this  purpofe,  the  names  of  the  Authors 
alone  would  be  fufficient  to  thofe  acquainted  with  them:  to 
others  it  will  be  neceffary  to  mention,  that  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Norris,  of  Liverpool,  whofe  death,  fince  the  writing  of  this  book, 
is  judly  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him,  was  eighteen  years  in 
the  African  trade,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  language  and 
cudoms  of  the  people,  and  was  indefatigable  in  obtaining,  from 
both  blacks  and  whites,  the  memoirs  from  which  his  part  of 
the  work  was  written.  Befides,  his  own  obfervation  furnidied 
many  curious  and  intereding  fadls,  as  will  be  found  in  his  hidory 
of  Ahadee,  and  his  journey  to  Abomey  in  1772,  which  are 
here  a fecond  time  printed,  with  many  corrections  and  emenda- 
tions, finidied  during  his  lad  illncfs. 

The  life  of  Adahoonzou  II.  and  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Wheenoohew,  the  prefent  king  of  Dahomy,  are  collected  from 
the  communications  of  Lionel  Abjon,  Efq.  the  prefent  Britifh 
Governor  at  Whydah  ; of  whom  we  need  only  fay,  that  he  has 
been  feven  and  tw'enty  years  rcfident  on  the  coad,  and  upwards 
of  t^vcnty  in  the  prefent  government;  where, from  his  fituation, 
and  a thorough  acquaintance  with  the  people  and  their  lan- 
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gnage,  he  has  been  enabled  to  obtain  every  information  be  could 
delire,  or  they  afford  ; and  this  the  more  readily,  as  his  great 
knowledge  is  found  no  lefs  ufeful  to  them,  than  to  his  em- 
ployers. 

Mr.  Da/zel  had  colleded  thefe,  and  written  the  Introdudion, 
when,  his  duty  calling  him  to  Cape  Coafl:,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  care  of  the  prefs  to  a friend  j a circumftance  the  more 
to  be  regretted,  as  his  great  intelligence  in  the  fubjedl,  had  he 
been  prefent,  might  have  afforded  it  a higher  degree  of  perfec- 
tion than  it  has  now  to  boaft  of:  his  competence  to  fuch  a tafc 
cannot  be  doubted,  after  reading  the  Introdu(fdion  juft  men- 
tioned, the  relult  of  near  thirty  years  obfervation,  feven  of 
which  he  was  refident  in  Guinea,  and  four  of  thefe  Governor 
at  W’hydah,  in  which  government  he  was  fucceeded  by  Mr. 
Abfon, 

Before  leaving  England,  in  1792,  he  conceived  that  the  ad- 
dition of  the  preceding  reigns  would  render  the  work  more  com- 
plete, and  lb,  more  worthy  the  liberal  encouragement  of  his 
numerous  friends.  This  part  therefore  is  fupplied,  from  all  the 
authors  that  could  be  found  who  had  treated  of  the  fubjedl;  but 
principally  from  Snelgrave,  whofe  ftyle  carries  with  it  the  irre- 
fiftible  evidences  of  truth,  which  are  iimplicity  and  candour. 
How  it  is  executed,  is  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 
If  it  does  not  difgr  cc  the  reft  of  the  Work,  the  writer  is  fatisfied ; 
and  whilll  he  declares  that  he  has  ufed  his  utmoft  pains  to  pre- 
vent cenfure,  he  does  not  offer  himfelf  as  a candidate  for  praife, 
nor  wiihes  to  lay  claim  to  any  part  of  the, book  but  its  errors.. 
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This  Work,  confidered  as  a colledtioa  from  feveral  writers, 
will  doubilefs  require  much  indulgence  for  the  inequality  of  tlie 
flyle,  for  a few  repetitions  that  might  otherwife  have  been 
avoided,  and  for  fome  errors  of  the  prefs,  which  great  care  has 
not  been  able  to  obviate.  But  Candour  is  the  bofom-friend  of 
Judgment  j and  the  Editor,  pleading  a defire  to  pleafe,  need  not 
fear  pardon  where  he  has  failed,  when  affifled  bv  fuch  an  advo- 
cate. Even  the  title  might  have  appeared  more  fuitable  to  the 
Work,  had  it  been  Memoirs,  rather  than  Hifiory : to  which 
laft  it  can  claim  no  other  right,  but  that  of  containing  every 
thing  hiftorical  that  its  colledlors  could  find  relating  to  Da- 
homy.  The  Notes  generally  fhow  the  authorities  from  which 
they  are  taken  ; thofe  marked  with  R.  N.  were  given  by 
Mr.  Norris;  thofe  with  A.  D.  by  Mr.  Dalzel ; and  the  few 
with  J.  F.  were  thofe  added  after  his  departure  : when  they  are 
without  thefe  marks,  they  belong  to  the  writer  of  the  text 
referring  to  them. 

The  curious  fruit  mentioned  in  the  Introdudlion,  and  to 
which  I have  given  the  name  of  oxyglycus^  I find  was  known 
to  Des  Marchais,  who  defcribes  it*  as  a little  red  fruit, 
which,  being  chewed,  gives  a fweet  tafte  to  the  mod 
four  or  bitter  things.  But  he  miflakes,  where  he  fays  that 
the  feed  is  much  like  pear-kernels  j for  fome  of  the  natives 
of  Cape  Coafl,  with  whom  I have  lately  converfed,  affirm, 
with  Mr.  Dalzel,  that  it  is  a flone-fruit ; that  it  is  called 
ajfabah  on  that  part  of  the  coaft ; and  that  it  grows  on  a tall 
fhrub,  not  on  a tree,  the  fruit  hanging  down  in  clufters,  like 
the  cherries  of  the  laurel.  This  muft  be  diflinguiflied  from 
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tlie  or  mentioned  by  feveral  authors,  as  giving  a 

relilh  to  water  or  palm  wine ; which  grows  on  lofty  trees,  as 
this  was  faid  to  do  j but  which,  to  Bofman,  feemed  to  be  a 
fpecies  of  the  urckoy  or  beetle"^. 

Similar  to  our  account  of  the  ceremony  ufed  in  dooming  the 
King  of  Eyeo  to  death-f,  and  of  its  confequences,  is  that  related 
bv  Diodorus  Siculus,  in  his  defcription  of  the  Ethiopians.  It  is 
not,  fays  this  hiftorian,  the  cuftom  of  the  kings  of  Ethiopia, 
to  put  their  fubjeds,  though  condemned,  to  death.  They 
fend  to  the  criminal,  by  the  proper  meffenger,  a token  of  his 
doom  j which  he  ref[)edfully  receives,  and,  retiring  to  his 
own  houfe,  kills  himfelf.  To  which  we  may  add,  that 
there  were  fome  cafes  where  this  mode  was  pradifed  in  other 
countries;  but  that  which  mofl  applies  to  our  inftance,  is  what 
follows.  In  like  manner,  continues  he,  did  the  prieds  at  Meroe 
ad  towards  the  king  himfelf ; for  when  they  wifhed  to  be  rid 
of  him,  they  had  only  to  acquaint  him,  that  the  oracle  of  the 
Gods,  whofe  will,  they  told  him,  no  mortal  ought  to  difpute, 
had  decreed,  that  he  fliould  put  himfelf  to  death  : a fummons 
which  never  met  with  refiftance  till  the  time  of  the  fecond  Pto- 
lemy ; when  Ergamenesy  one  of  their  kings,  whofe  mind  had  been 
improved  by  the  learning  and  philofophy  of  the  Greeks,  on 
receiving  fuch  an  imperious  and  dreadful  meffage,  inftead  of 
compliance,  led  his  army  to  the  city  of  Arata,  the  refidence  of 
the  prieds,  and  the  feat  of  their  golden  temple,  where  he  de- 
droyed  the  whole  knot  of  them  and  their  adherents,  and  for  ever 
abcliihed  the  cudom. 
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This  mefTage  was  no  doubt  accompanied  with  the  fame 
formalities  as  in  other  inftances ; and  fome  token  fent  to  the 
king,  to  confirm  the  fentence,  as  well  as  to  give  it  authen- 
ticity j which  token,  though  it  might  not  be  the  fame 
with  that  ufed  at  Eyeo,  ftill  produces  a coincidence  in  a very 
extraordinary  cuftom,  that  for  countries  fo  diflant,  and  times  fo 
remote,  mufi;  appear  very  remarkable.  Nay,  fo  many  infiances 
of  this  kind  are  found,  between  the  cufioms  and  ceremonies  of 
different  and  difiant  parts  of  Africa,  that,  we  are  often  led  to  con- 
clude there  mufi,  at  an  early  period,  have  been  an  intercourfe 
between  them.  Time  has  erafed  the  aara  from  the  page  of 
hifiory ; but  the  vefiiges  of  fuch  an  intercourfe  may  ftili  be 
perceived  in  fads  of  this  ftriking  nature. 


Moreover,  when  we  confider  that  the  befi  hifiorians  affirm  the 
Nigritians  to  have  been  the  firfi  inhabitants  of  Africa,  and  that 
the  tawny  people  were  interlopers  ; we  may  as  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  thole  cufioms  to  have  originated  amongfi  the  inhabitants, 
as  amongfi  their  invaders,  and  to  have  travelled  towards  the 
North,  rather  than  from  it.  There  is  no  more  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  Nigritia  to  have  been  always  in  its  prefent  fiate  of  igno- 
rance and  barbarity,  than  Ethiopia,  Egypt,  and  Greece  j only 
that  the  period  of  its  grandeur  is  farther  removed.  The  fall  of 
refinement  into  barbarifm,  we  well  know,  is  much  more  rapid 
than  its  rife;  and  this,  becaufe  when  refinement  is  carried  be- 
yond a certain  pitch,  it  evaporates  the  metal  as  well  as  the 
drofs;  enervates  the  body,  fo  as  to  unfit  it  for  the  hardy  refifi- 
ance  of  violence ; and  renders  the  min  i fo  light,  that  it  becomes 
the  plaything  of  every  plaufible  wind  that  may  be  direded 
againfi  it. 
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On  the  other  hand,  we  have  no  more  rcafon  to  fiippofe  the 
Phoenicians  or  Ethiopians  to  have  been  always  the  fame  culti- 
vated people  that  they  were  in  the  times  of  Solomon,  Alexander, 
and  Ptolemy,  than  to  fuppofe  the  fame  of  Britain  from  its  pre- 
fent  ibue  ; when  we  know,  that  fcarce  2000  years  are  elapfed, 
fince  the  chief  ornament  of  our  politeft  ladles,  was  the  length 
of  their  hair,  and  the  blue  tattooing  of  their  bodies. 

I would  not  here  be  underflood  as  intimating,  that  all  the 
fimilar  cuiloms  of  Guinea,  and  the  northern  or  eaftern  nations 
of  Africa,  took  their  rife  in  the  fouth  ; becaufe  many  of  them 
Blew  the  contrary,  having  an  immediate  relation  to  Mahom- 
medanifm,  and  fuch  as  have  evidently  been  introduced  fince 
the  Hegira;  partly  by  the  incurfions  of  the  Arabs,  and  other 
nations,  partly  by  commercial  intercourfe  : it  is  only  to  thofe  of 
fuch  a nature  as  this  juft  mentioned,  that  we  would  apply  our 
hypotheljs. 

The  map  Is  that  of  Mr.  Norris,  with  a few  additions ; which, 
for  the  places  on  the  coaft,  and  the  pofition  of  Abomey,  is  near 
enough  to  the  truth  ; but  in  the  internal  parts  is  far  from  being 
eiferiminate : the  fituations,  much  more  the  boundaries,  of 
many  of  the  kingdoms  mentioned  in  our  hiflory,  being  very 
imperfectly  known  to  the  Europeans,  or  even  to  the  Daho- 
raans  themfelves,  as  I have  had  occahon  to  obferve  in  feveral 
of  the  Notes.  Even  the  diftance  between  the  famic  two  places 
is  difterenily  dated  by  thofe  who  have  travelled  over  it.  For 
ir.fcance,  from  Whydah  beach  to  Abomey,  which  is  perhaps 
the  moft  beaten  track,  by  Europeans,  of  any  in  Africa,  the  di- 
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ftance  is  reckoned,  by  Mr.  Lambe  to  be  200  miles  ; whlin: 
Mr.  Norris  makes  it  112,  and  Mr.  Dalzel  only  96.  Nor  is 
this  all ; the  very  names  of  the  fame  place  are  as  difcordant  as- 
the  pohtions  or  diftances.  Whydab,  as  it  is  pronounced  by  the 
natives,  who  found  the  w of  it  tlrong,  like  that  in  whip-^  the 
French  write  Juida;  the  Dutch,  Fida,  &c.  Eyeo  is  written 
many  different  ways,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Notes  bat  not 
in  that  which  I prefume  is  the  right  one,  viz.  Gago.  Snelgrave 
miftakes  Mahee  for  Eyeo,  which  he  calls  Y ahoo ; very  near 
to  the  Arabian  found  of  Gago.  Gago,  fo  called  by  Leo,  is 
written  by  the  tranflators  of  the  Nubian  Geographer,  and 

Gugoo  by  the  African  difcoverers.  Affiante,  founded  Afhantee,  is 
by  fome  called  Inta;.  which  country  I conjedure  to  be  our  Tap- 
pah  : and  many  other  fynonyma  are  to  be  found,  much  more  dif- 
fimilar  in  their  appearance  than  thefe.  So  that  under  fuch  con- 
fiderations  it  proves  oftentimes  very  difficult,  to  afcertain, 
either  from  books  or  travellers,  the  identity  of  many  towns 
and  countries  : as  I have  experienced,  in  common  with  others 
who  have  undertaken  that  labour;  and  of  which  more  hereafter. 
This  being  the  cafe,  we  mufl;  be  indebted  to  circumftances,, 
and  fometimes  to  conjedure,  for  the  probable,  when  we  cannot 
obtain  the  adual,  fituation  of  places and  from  thefe  helps  we 
have  been  led  to  conclude  the  identity  of  Dauma  and  Dahomy ; 
of  Gago  and  Eyeo  ; of  In-Ta  and  Ta-pab  ; and  to  give  a por- 
tion of  thefe  from  Abomey,  and  from  each  other,  different  in. 
the  Notes  from  thofe  found  in  the  body  of  the  Vv'^ork  ; as  I did 
not  think  proper  to  aker  that  without  greater  certainty.  There 
is  one  error,  however,  that  fhould  be  corroded  ; I mean  the 
latitude  of  Abomey,  which,  in  the  fecond  page  of  the  Intro- 
dudion,  is  faid  to  lie  in  9 degrees  50  minutes  north,  agreeable 
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fo  its  place  in  former  maps  j but  which  flioiild  have  been  7 de- 
grees 59  minutes  north,  in  conformity  to  our  own. 

I lhall  now  account  for  the  reafons  that  induced  me  to  adopt 
thefe  ditterent  names,  as  fynonyma,  that  this  liberty  may  not 
appear  the  mere  etfedl  of  imagination,  and  in  hopes  that  I may 
thereby  lave  Ibme  trouble  to  future  enquirers  : the  difficulty 
attending  on  almoft  every  invedigation  relative  to  the  interior 
African  geography  being  fuch,  that  to  travel  through  Nigritia 
on  paper,  is  almollas  dreary  and  devious  as  through  the  country 
itfelf. 

The  identity  of  Dauma  and  Dahomy,  is  clearly  proved  from 
their  lituation,  which  on  all  the  maps  is  the  fame,  viz.  on  the 
eadern  fide  of,  and  adjacent  to,  the  river  Volta ; though  it  is- 
not  eafy  to  trace  by  what  means  the  ancient  geographers  obtained 
the  knowledge  of  its  polition  fo  truly.  It  mud  be  obferved,. 
that  the  name  of  Dauma  does  not  occur  in  any  author,  nor  in 
any  map  that  I have  feen,  till  after  the  appearance  of  Leo’s 
Defeription  of  Africa  3 for  in  1561  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
maps  of  Rulcelli  3 though  even  the  Latin  trandation  of  Leo, 
which  mud  have  been  fubfequent  to  the  author’s  edition,  had 
then  been  publifhed  fi.x  years : yet  it  is  in  the  Planifphere  oT 
P.  Plancius,  dated  1594,.  and  in  the  Atlas  of  G.  Mercator,  who 
died  in  that  year  : fo  that  it  was  probably  introduced  by  Saniitus, 
v.  ho  is  dy led  the  exacted  divider  of  Africa,  and  whofe  Geo- 
graphy ^vas  publidied  at  Venice  in  1588.  If  fo,  for  1 have 
r.ot  the  bock,  this  author  feems  to  have  had  further  information 
than  that  affiorded  by  Leo  3 for  he  has  not  only  placed  the 
kingdom  cf  Dauma  in  the  very  fituation  it  is  now  found  to 
occupy,,  but  even  the  capital  of  the  fame  name  in  about  nine 
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degrees  north,  in  which  he  has  been  followed  by  moft  of  the 
fubfequent  geographers,  and  which  anfwers  near  enough  to  the 
latitude  of  Abomey  : whereas  Leo^'  only  makes  a general  men- 
tion of  this,  with  feveral  other  kingdoms,  which  he  fays  are 
on  the  fouth  of  Nigritia. 

There  is  a circumftance  that,  though  perhaps  it  may  only  be 
the  engraver’s  error,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  palled  over  ; which 
is,  that  the  town  Dauma  is  in  Plancius’s  map-f-  fpelt  Dauina. 
If  this  be  intentional,  the  near  coincidence  of  this  found  with 
Dawhee,  the  former  capital,  is  ftill  more  extraordinary. 

In  the  maps  belonging  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore’s  Mathematics, 
publidied  in  ibSi,  which  were  revifed  and  prepared  for  the 
prefs  by  Dr.  Halley,  and  faid  to  be  taken  from  the  newejl 
geographers  extant,  we  ftill  find  both  the  kingdom  and  town 
of  Dauma  preferving  their  former  pofition  j and  it  is  not  till 
after  the  publication  of  the  Dodtor’s  own  map,  in  1700,  that 
they  are  fupplanted  by  Ardra  and  other  places  ; which,  as  they 
were  found  by  himfelf  or  other  navigators  to  lie  along  the 
coafls,  were  too  haftily  fuppofed  to  run  far  inland  : but  the 
conqueft  of  Ardra  and  Whydah,  by  the  Dahomans,  in  1727, 
once  more  brought  to  light  this  ancient  and  warlike  people  ; 
and  replaced  their  kingdom  in  its  former  lituation,  with  the 
flight  alteration  of  the  name  from  Dauma  to  Dahomy,  as  it  was 
given  by  Captain  Snelgrave. 

In 

* Leo,  Book  I.  Chap.  i. 

t I'liis  map  is  in  one  flieet,  and  is  probably  a contradllon  of  his  larger 
one,  publiflied  in  1592,  which  I have  not. 
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In  many  maps  there  is  another  kingdom  of  Dauma,  confide- 
rahly  to  the  eaflward  of  this,  of  which  no  account  has  hitherto, 

I believe,  been  given.  Sanutus  himfelf  places  the  fecond  Dauma 
witli  the  ether  kingdoms  of  Gothan  and  Medra,  between 
Gaogo,  Borno,  and  a country  as  little  known  as  either  of  thofe 
it  bounds,  called  'Judceoriim  terra.  But  the  inconflant  pofition 
of  this  latter  Dauma  in  the  maps,  and  the  determinate  one  of 
ours,  renders  fuch  ambiguity  worth  no  more  than  the  mere 
mention. 

As  to  the  name  of  Fouin,  or  Foy,  which  the  natives  fay  was 
formerlv  that  of  Dahomy,  it  might  be  another  appellation  of  the 
fame  country,  like  that  of  England  for  Britain,  &c.  with  the 
conlideration  of  which  I Ihall  neither  tire  myfelf  nor  the  reader. 

The  pofition  of  Dahomy,  or  Dauma,  once  determined,  it  will 
not  be  dimcult,  I think,  to  inveftigate  that  of  Eyeo.  The  Da- 
homans  fay,  it  is  to  the  N.  E.  of  Affem,  or  Great  Ardra;  but 
whether  to  the  N.  E.  or  N.  W.  thus  much  is  certain,  that  it  is 
to  the  northward,  and  that  it  muft  be  a nation  immediately- 
adjoining  to  Dahomy  j fince  there  is  no  mention  throughout 
our  Hilbory  of  any  intermediate  one,  which  mufl  have  been  the 
cafe,  had  it  exilled,  from  its  interference  in  fome  of  the  many 
tr^nf-ctions  that  have  palTed  between  the  two  kingdoms.  It 
is  the  common  opinion,  tnat  the  mutual  boundary  of  Eyeo  and 
Dal'.omy,  is  part  of  that  chain  of  mountains  which  forms  a line 
of  ir:'  ration  between  a great  part  of  Nigrit'ia  and  Guinea.  Now 
the  cniy  country  adjoining  to  Dahomy  on  the  north,  and  bear- 
ing .iny  arnnity  to  Haiho,  or  Eyeo,  is  Gago  j which  preferved  its 
vicinity  to  the  river  Voita,  and  confequently  to  Dahomy,  till 

within. 

c Magini  Gsegraphiae  Pars  fecuncla,  Ed.  1617,  p.  187. 
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•within  a few  years  j when  new  names  induced  geographers, 
perhaps  too  haftily,  to  difturb  the  former  pofition  of  places. 
From  Plancius  to  the  time  of  Senex,  Gago  is  the  N.  W.  boun- 
dary of  Dahomy,  In  D’Anville,  Gago  is  changed  to  Gogo, 
and  removed  further  to  the  northward;  as  it  is,  under  the 
name  of  Gugoo,  in  the  late  map  of  Major  Rennel,  added  to  the 
difeoveries  of  the  African  AlTociation.  Before  thefe  authors, 
I believe,  there  is  no  intermediate  country  found  between  Gago 
and  Dahomy  j nor  perhaps  would  there  yet,  if  our  late  infor- 
mation had  been  more  accurate. 

As  to  the  difference  in  form  between  the  two  words,  it  may 
have  arifen  from  the  different  manners  of  reprefenting  Arabic 
words  in  Roman  charadters,  or  of  different  nations  reprefenting 
the  famie  found.  In  the  former  cafe,  it  is  very  eafy  to  make  fuch 
ii  miftake,  as  thefe  three  founds,  viz.  G,  foft^,  Hh,  and  Ch, 
are  reprefented  in  Arabic  by  the  fame  charadler,  with  the  help 
only  of  a fingle  point  and  that  the  latter  is  often  the  fadt,  I 
have  already  fliewn  in  feveral  inftances. 

But  Snelgrave  fays,  from  the  information  of  the  Portuguefe 
Mulatto  found  at  the  court  of  Trudo,  that  Eyeo  is  “many 
•“  days  journey  off,  beyond  a great  and  famous  lake,  which  is 
“ the  fountain  of  feveral  large  rivers,  that  empty  themfelves 
into  the  Bay  of  Guinea.”  Let  us  confider  this  defeription. 
Afl'cm,  or  Ardra,  where  our  Author  then  was,  is  diflant  from 

Gago, 

^ This  is  nearly  the  EngliHi  found  of  E afpirated,  or  He.  Moore  fay?,  the 
kingdom  called  Ghana,  by  the  Nubian  Geographer,  is  founded  Yany  by  the 
natives.  Travels,  p.  15;  et  v.  Appendix,  p.  6,  66. 

t Walton.  Introduc.  ad  LcAion.  Linguar.  Orientalium. 
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' Gago,  in  Senex’s  map,^  twelve  or  fourteen  days  journey,  at 
about  twenty  miles  per  day  : but  then  it  is  confiderably  to  the 
fouth-wefl:  of  the  lake  alluded  to,  if  by  fuch  lake  be  meant  that 
called  by  fome  writers  Guarda,  or  Sigefmes  : which  lake  alfo  has 
had  feveral  names  and  places,  till  at  laft  it  has  vaniflaed ; for  the 
fmall  lake  found  near  Ghanah,  in  Major  Rennebs  map,  differs 
too  much  in  fituation  to  be  confidered  as  its  remains  : it  might 
rather  be  taken  for  thofe  of  Ptolemy’s  lake  Lybia. 

The  middle  of  the  lake  Sigefmes,  according  to  Senex,  lies 
in  about  1 3 degrees  north  and  5 degrees  eaft  of  London  ; con- 
fcquently,  it  is  fomething  to  the  caftward  of  Ardra ; but  it 
does  not  feem  to  hold  a place  in  the  ancient  maps.  Ptolemy 
has  no  one  that  correfponds  to  this  fituation ; though  fome 
have  placed  it  near  his  lake  Lybia,  and  others,  to  that  which  he 
calls  Nigrites  : to  this  laft,  one  part  of  Snelgrave’s  defeription 
tclb  ani'wers,  as  they  generally  make  it  the  fource  of  many 
rivers, 

Ptolemy  places  the  lake  Nigrites  at  the  north-wefl  extremity 
of  the  river  Niger,  clofe  to  the  Mandrian  mountains ; on  the 
other  tide  of  which  is  the  head  of  the  Maffa ; which  river  nearly 
anlwers  in  polition  to  that  of  the  river  Senegal. 

"Who  firft  difeovered  this  lake,  or  who  gave  it  the  name  of 
Sigefmes,  or  Guarda,  I know  not.  It  is  neither  in  Edrifi  nor 

^ Leo ; 

* I Diall  here  ufe  Senex’s  map  of  Africa,  engraved  in  1740  for  Poftlethwaite’s 
DiAionary,  as  a very  good  one  for  the  time,  and  better  adapted  for  our  purpotc 
than  thofe  of  more  modern  date,  from  its  correfpondence  with  former  writers - 
in  which  point  of  view  the  old  map  of  H.  Moll  will  alfo  be  found  very  ufefuJ. 
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Leo ; yet  it  was  known  before  Sanutus,  as  I find  it  in  Rufcelli's 
modern  maps,  annexed  to  his  edition  of  Ptolemy’s  Geography, 
which  was  printed  at  Venice  in  1561.  He  alfo  lays  down  the 
Niger  lake,  w'hich  he  defcribes  as  the  fource  of  two  rivers: 
that  running  to  the  northward  he  calls  Rio  de  I’Oro,  which 
opens  into  the  Atlantic  Oce^n  in  about  the  latitude  of  19  degrees 
North;  the  other,  with  a fouth-wefi;  courfe,  joins  the  fame 
ocean  in  about  8 degrees  North. 

Barhot^  who  wrote  in  the  latter  end  of  the  lafi:  century,  gives 
the  fulleft  account  of  this  lake,  that  I have  met  with  in  any 
author.  He  fays,  the  ablefi:  geographers  of  this  age,  after  much 
contefiing  about  it,  agree,  that  the  Niger  runs  in  a body  from 
the  lake  Sigefmes,  or  of  Guarda,  which  extends  about  100 
leagues  from  eaft  to  wefi,  and  about  50  from  north  to  fouth  ; 
and  lies  in  about  twelve  and  a half  degrees  of  North  latitude 
from  London,  and  between  the  4th  and  9th  degrees  of  Eafc 
longitude.  This  lake,  purfues  he,  fome  fay,  waters  Mandingo, 
Guber,  and  Gago,  on  the  fouth  ; and  Agadez  and  Cano  on  the 
north ; and  from  it  runs  to  the  weftward  the  continuation  of 
the  Niger,  that  is  then  called  the  Ica,  or  Sanaga,.  and  which,  at 
Cantorfi,  or  Cantozi,  divides  into  feven  branches.  Thefe  he 
enumerates  : two,  he  fays,  are  the  rivers  Senegal  and  Gambia ; 
the  others  are,  Rio  St.  Joao,  Rio  St.  Domingo,  Rio  Grande, 
and  its  two  branches,  the  Guinala  andBiguba.  Though,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  this  divifion  is  difputed  by  others,  who  hold,  that 
none  of  thefe  proceed  from  the  Niger^';  which  feerns  to  be  the 
prefent  opinion. 

* Barbot’s  Defeription  of  the  Coafts  of  North  sud  South  Guinea. 
diurcbill’s  VoyagcF,  Vol.  V. 

Be 
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Be  that  as  It  may,  this  pofitlon  and  general  defcrlpt'on  is  near 
enough  to  that  affigned  by  Snelgrave ; for  by  calculation  I find 
the  middle  of  the  Sigifmes  lake  bears  from  Ardra  about  N.N.E. 
dillance  374  miles  ; which,  at  twenty  miles  per  day,  is  nine- 
teen or  twenty  days  journey,  and  fo  far  agrees  with  the  Daho- 
man  account. 

As  to  the  flowing  of  the  rivers  arlfing  from  this  lake  into  the 
Gulph  of  Guinea,  it  is  perhaps  a mixed  idea.  In  Rufcelli,  the 
Volta,  and  feveral  other  rivers  that  run  to  the  fouth,  feem  to  have 
their  fources  near  this  lake  ; and  perhaps  a fight  of  his  map,  or 
of  the  information  from  whence  it  was  drawn,  may  have  led  to 
fuch  exprellion.  Certain  it  is,  the  old  geographers  have  de- 
feribed  the  Niger  to  abound  in  lakes ; though  this  feems  to  be 
a doubt  with  the  moderns.  Perhaps  both  may  be  right.  The 
overflowing  of  the  Niger  may  in  time  have  produced  flrange 
changes  in  the  country ; efpecially  as  its  courfe  has  had  no 
interruption  from  human  induftry  ; and  we  might  inftance  the 
environs  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  feveral  places  within  the  limits 
of  our  own  enquiry,  where  great  change-s  have  been  made  in 
the  face  of  the  country  from  rapid  waters  frequently  overflowing 
their  banks.  Major  Rennel  has  explained  this  in  a very  ingenious 
wav,  in  a paper  on  the  Ganges  and  Burrampooter  rivers,  pub- 
hihed  in  the  71  ft  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions. 
And  Mr.  Beau.ft))',  in  his  account  of  the  African  Difeoveries, 
mentions  a river  near  Teffouvva,  to  the  eaftvvard  of  Mourzouk, 
that  was  overwhelmed  by  the  moving  fands  ; which  the  perfon 
who,  in  1789,  gave  this  information,  remembered  a deep  and 
rapid  ftream. 

c 3 
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From  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  former,  if  not  the’pre- 
fent,  exiftence  of  fuch  a lake  is  eftabliOied  3 that  it  is  many  days ' 
j-ourney  from  Ardra,  is  the  fource  of  many  great  rivers,  and 
that  Gago  is  in  its  neighbourhood  ; all  which,  anfvvenng  to 
the  portion  and  defcription  that  are  afligned  to  Eyeo,  by  Snel- 
grave  and  the  Dahomans,  prove  the  identity  of  thefe  two 
places,  as  exadly  as  can  be  expedled  from  information  fo  dark 
and  confufed  as  is  every  part  of  that  relating  to  the  geography 
of  the  interior  Africa. 

The  only  powerful  neighbour  to  Gago,  is  Affiante,  or  Inta  5 , 
which  is  particularly  defcribed,  about  the  year  1700,  by  Bof- 
man  and  Barbof^,  as  a country  then  but  lately  known  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans;. abounding  in  gold,  and  bordering  on  Gago,  N.E.byN, 
and  as  an  inftance  of  its  greatnefs,  Bofman  tells  us,  that  in  two 
battles  with  the  Dinkirans,  its  neighbours,  there  were  flain  on 
both  Tides  upwards  of  an  hundred  thoufand  men  3 that  Dinkira 
was  deftroyed  by  them,  and  lay  then  in  ruins.  This  induced  me 
to  think,  that  In-Ta  and  Ta-pah,  as  well  as  Affiante,  might 
mean  the  fame  place,  as  we  find  of  Mahee  and  Yahou,  &c. 
efpecially  as  none  other  can  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gago  able  to  ftand  in  competition  with  it. 

I have  dwelt  perhaps  too  long  on  fo  barren  a fubjedl  3 but  was 
fearful,  by  the  alfertion  of  what  w'as  merely  hypothetical,  that  I 
might  juftly  incur  cenfure,  if  I did  not  fiiew  the  reafons  for  my 
opinion  3 therefore  I have  gone  into  this  detail,  that  the  reader 
might  the  better  judge  for  himfelf.  The  invedigation  has  been 

attended 


■*  Bofman,  56,  57.  Barbot,  451*. 
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attended  with  much  more  labour  than  recompence ; but  I 
think  thole  who  pretend  to  inform  others,  fliould  take  great  care 
that  themfclves  are  not  deceived  ; not  only  becaufe  by  fuch  inat- 
tention they  propagate  error,  but  becaufe  they  mod:  deceive  thofe 
who  place  the  greatell  confidence  in  them. 

The  principal  impediinent  to  the  improvement  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  Africa,  feems  rather  to  arife  from  the  jealoufy  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fea-coalls,  in  permitting  white  men  to  travel 
through  their  country,  than  from  the  danger  or  difficulty  at- 
tenciog  the  penetration  : though  it  mud  be  confeded  that  it 
cannot  be  entirely  fafe  to  venture  through  regions,  where  the 
people  are  often  as  favage  as  the  beads  of  prey.  This  jealoufy 
originates  in  their  fears,  led  either  the  advantages  of  their  trade 
with  Europe  fhould  be  lelTened,  or  perhaps  transferred,  from 
them  to  their  neighbours  ; or  that  the  inland  kingdoms,  already 
very  powerful,  by  obtaining  European  arms  might  rule  them  at 
ihcir  pleafure.  There  are  many  indances  in  former  writers,  of 
their  care  and  cunning,  in  concealing  from  travellers  the  names 
and  nature  of  the  adjacent  countries,  and  even  of  the  remote 
parts  of  their  own  j nor  do  we  find  that  the  fame  propenficy  is 
abated  at  the  prefent  hour.  As  to  their  apprehenfions  relative 
to  the  inland  countries,  our  very  hidory  owes  its  rife  to  them  : 
the  oppofition  of  Ardra  and  Whydah  to  the  interference  of  the 
Dahoir.ans  with  their  trade,  caufed  them  to  hazard  and  iofe  their 
political  exidence. 

Perhaps  a better  map  of  the  internal  parts  here  fpoken  of, 
might  have  been  afforded  by  Mr.  Abfon,  had  we  entertained  an 
idea,  that  there  would  have  been  time  enough  before  the  Work 

had 


:xxii 


P R E F A C E. 


had  been  printed  off,  to  have  availed  ourfelves  of  the  commu- 
nication ; though,  from  what  has  been  faid,  this  may  appear 
problematical. 

Indeed,  I am  of  opinion  , that  the  Northern  trading  Moors, 
or  Mal/ays,  as  they  are  called,  will  be  the  only  inftruments 
whereby  the  geography  of  Nigritia,  and  the  fouthern  provinces, 
will  ever  be  completely  obtained  as  they  come  through  the 
interior  parts,  travel  every  where,  are  well  received,  and  confe- 
quently  want  only  an  intelligent  and  attentive  mind,  to  render 
them  every  way  competent  to  the  undertaking.  No  doubt  but 
our  confuls  and  merchants,  fiiuated  along  the  northern  coafts, 
may  be  able  to  find  men  of  this  defcription,  who,  for  a certain 
advantage,  would  be  glad  to  colled;  all  the  information  neceffary 
for  our  purpofe. 

The  Mai  lays,  fo  called,  feem  to  anfwer  to  the  . defcription  of 
the  Julapes,  or  Jalabs,  mentioned  in  the  Lords  Report,  and  by 
Mr.  Lediard,  as  travelling  merchants,  and  as  the  fources  of  great 
information  though  perhaps  they  may  be  only  ftragglers  from 
the  caravans,  flaves,  delinquents,  or  anomalous  beings,  who 
prefer  a vagabond  life ; for  they  do  not  feem,  from  any  of  our 
accounts,  to  have  a fettled  plan  of  revifiting  the  fame  place,  at 
regular  periods,  like  merchants,  though  they  fometimcs  wear  a 
mercantile  appearance.  Perhaps  they  are  of  the  fame  kind  with 
thofe  Arabian  teachers  mentioned  by  Mr.  Penny,  in  the  report 
juft  now  alluded  to,  concerning  the  Have  trade,  as  coming  down 
fi'om  the  Mahometan  ftate  of  Fula,  to  Sierra  Leone,  with  their 
tranfcripts  of  the  Alcoran  to  fell,  probably  as  charms,  and  at 
tlie  fame  time  to  propagate  Mahomedanifm.,  as  far  as  their  per- 
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fon.d  miglit  allow.  Certain  it  is,  they  poflefs  not  only  the 
art  of  writing,  but  other  ufeful  arts  unknown  to  the  favages 
whom  tliey  vilit,  and  for  which  they  are  held,  by  great  and 
fmall,  in  very  high  elbeem. 

What  they  really  are,  may  eafily  be  known  by  our  governors 
at  the  diiterent  forts  in  Guinea,  if  the  knowledge  be  thought 
worth  obt  lining;  efpecially  if  it  flaould  attradt  the  attention  of 
that  laudable  Alibciation  lately  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
tovering  the  internal  parts  of  Africa;  whofe  fuccefs,  we  heartily 
with,  naay  remove  the  opprobrium  with  which  our  ignorance  of 
that  country  juflly  reproaches  this  age  of  enquiry.  The  cara- 
vans purfuing  always  the  fame  route,  can  do  but  little  towards  it ; 
nor  is  the  information  of  a fingle  traveller,  however  reputable 
and  diligent,  fuiiaciently  fecure  from  error,  to  be  entirely  de- 
pended upon.  Therefore  fuch  of  our  African  governors  as 
underiland  Arabic,  (hould  bedireded  tom.ake  the  necedary  enqui- 
ries of  thefe  people ; and  where  they  have  not  this  language. 
Moors,  acquainted  with  that  and  the  Englifla  tongue,  may  be 
retained,  with  fmall  expence,  at  the  fadlories  where  thofe  Mal- 
l.’.ys  are  moll:  ufually  found,  who  mdght  interrogate  them  con- 
cerning the  countries  they  have  palled  through,  their  lituations-,, 
6ec.  wiiich  liberty  of  converfation,  I think,  might  be  obtained 
from  the  kings  or  caboceers,  without  m.uch  difficulty,  notwith- 
landing  what  was  fuggeded  to  Snelgrave. 

Seme  of  thefe  people  are  found  as  prifoners  in  different  States; 
and  fcmeteiv  inffances  have  been  known,  wdaere  they  have  been. 
Ibid  as  llives : one  is  mentioned  by  Barbot,  and  there  are  two 
others  of  which  I have  received  authentic  information  : but  the 
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firft  cafe  is,  when  they  have  been  taken  in  a country  at  the  time 
of  its  copqueft  ; the  fecond,  probably  for  delinquency ; for  in 
general  they  feem  to  be  perfectly  at  liberty  to  go  and  come, 
.when  and  where  they  pleafe. 

The  fubjed  of  the  S/ave^Trdde  has  purpofely  been  avoided. 
Not  only  becaufe  it  has  been  a topic  of  public  difeuffion,  but 
even  of  controverfy  j which  may  well  render  any  thing  that 
might  have  been  faid  about  it  here  unneceffary.  Yet  as  the 
zeal  for  the  abolition  of  this  trade  is  held  out,  and  I hope  truly, 
as  proceeding  from  philanthropy,  I could  not  avoid  the  oppor- 
tunity of  direding  that  valuable  principle  to  its  proper  objed, 
in  Chap.  V.  and  VII.  of  the  reign  of  Trudo  ; where  I hope  I 
fhall  not  be  blamed  for  bringing  into  review  things  fomewhat 
remote  from  the  Dahoman  Fliftory,  feeing  that  general  propo- 
rtions of  this  nature  require  more  than  a Angle  proof  in  their 
demonftration.  And  there  is  a peculiar  degree  of  propriety  in 
inftancing  Mexico,  when  w^e  fpeak  of  the  fate  of  prifoners  of 
war,  not  only  as  it  was  the  mod:  polidicd  of  all  the  favage  na- 
tions which  the  Europeans  have  difeovered,  but  alfo  the  mod: 
cruel  to  its  captives.  Beddes  which,  it  furniflies  inftances  of 
wars,  where  the  foie  objed  was  that  of  obtaining  vidinis  for 
facrifice,  the  very  thought  of  which  is  too  fhocking  to  endure 
for  a moment.  Thefe  demonftrate,  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
tradidion,  the  propeniity  of  mankind  to  war  and  cruelty;  whicJi 
principles,  as  human  wifdom  can  never  eradicate,  it  fhould  em- 
ploy itfelf,  when  it  has  power,  in  fo  far  counterading,  as  to 
make  their  evil  effeds  the  lead:  poffible : and  this  will  never  be 
done,  but  by  making  mercy  the  interejl  of  the  conqueror. 
Whatever  evils  the  flave-trade  may  be  attended  with  (and  there 
3 is 
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is  no  good  without  fome  mixture  of  evil)  this  we  are  fure  of, 
it  is  mercy  to  the  unfortunate  brave  ; and  not  lefs  to  poor 
wretches,  who,  for  a fmall  degree  of  guilt,  would  otherwife  fuffer 
from  the  butcher’s  knife  ; too  many  inflances  of  which  have 
fallen  under  the  conlideration  of  travellers,  and  of  which  more 
than  one  occurs  in  this  Hilfory^'.  If  it  were  advanced,  that 
the  delire  of  gain  tempts  one  nation  in  Africa,  or  any  where 
elfe,  to  make  depredations  on  another  ; we  might  juftly  anfwer, 
that  ihould  this  deiire  be  obviated,  fome  other  would  excite  to 
the  fame  violence.  I have  already  mentioned  a war,  on  a 
private  quarrel  between  two  of  thefe  countries,  wherein  there 
were  llain,  in  only  two  battles,  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons ; 
and  Bofman  relates,  that  the  people  of  Akim,  who  came  to  the 
alhilance  of  the  Dinkirans  in  that  war,  loft  thirty  thoufand 
men-f-.  Nay,  look  but  at  the  occafion  of  all  the  wars  in 
Europe,  the  world  of  refinement,  for  fo  many  centuries  back ; 
and  then  examine  the  tendency  of  nations  to  peace  and  philan- 
thropy. Compare  the  caufe  of  thefe  wars  with  their  effecfts,  and 
wonder,  if  you  can,  at  a fecondever  taking  place,  after  mankind 
has  beheld  the  folly  of  the  firft.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  all-feeing 
eye  of  a Gallic  Philofopher  can  unravel  fuch  a myftery ; and  to 
him  we  leave  to  difplay,  whilft  he  is  whetting  his  knife,  the 
natural  propenfity  of  the  human  mind  to  harmony  and  brotherly 

^ love ; 

• Bofman  tells  us,  that  at  Benin,  on  account  of  a chain  of  faAitious  coral, 
roc  worth  two-pence,  five  perfons  were  put  to  death.  The  chain  was  a royal 
prefcnt,  which  it  feems  it  was  a capital  crime  to  lofe  ; fo  that  the  unfortunate 
owner  thared  the  fame  fate  with  the  thief, — as  did  three  other  perfons,  for  only 
being  privy  to  the  tranfadion.  Bofman,  p.  406. 

■}■  Bofman,  p.  67. 
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love ; and  the  eafe  with  which  univerfal  peace  might  be  efta- 
bllfhed  over  all  the  world — a propofitiori  fcarce  controvertible 
throughout  all  the  dominions  of  Chimera^ 

The  delay  In  the  publication  of  this  Volume,  though  It  de- 
mands an  apology,  has  neither  proceeded  from  the  remiffnefs  of 
the  Editor,  nor  that  of  the  Printer.  Part  has  arifen  from  the 
avocations  of  bulinefs  ; part,  from  thofe  unavoidable  accidents 
to  which  every  human  undertaking  is  liable  j but  the  greater 
part,  from  the  time  neceffarily  employed  on  the  improvements 
of  the  book  : and  when  it  is  confidcrcd,  how  much  is  now 
afforded  to  our  generous  Subfcribers  more  than  at  firft  was  pro- 
mifed,  not  only  in  the  addition  of  the  early  reigns,  but  of  the 
copper-plates,  and  many  anecdotes  and  explanations  pertinent 
to  the  Work,  it  is  hoped  their  curiofity  will  be  more  than, 
compenfated  for  the  obftacles  to  its  earlier  gratification. 
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Introduftion— p.  ir.  1.  7,  for  9 degrees  50  minutes,  read  7 
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p.  viii.  1.  3,  after  muji  be,  add  done, 
p.  ix.  1.  13,  for  be,  read  are. 
p.  xii.  1.  lo,  et  paflim,  for  branches  of 
Cowries,  read  bunches. 
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very  hard. — A.  D. 

p.  36,  Ch.p.  vii.  in  the  contents,  after 
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55,  1.  27,  fur  begun,  iCad  began. 
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p.  167,  1.  23,  for  at,  read  in. 
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p.  183,  1.  2,  and  4,  for  which,  read  who, 
in  both  places, 
p.  211,  I.  22,  dele  of. 
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N.  IV. 

p.  229,  1..6,  for  prince,  read  people. 
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In’  the  beginning  cf  the'foUowing  hiftory,  the  etymology  of 
the  n-ime  of  the  kingdom  of  which  we  are  about  to  treat,  is 
given  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  country  ; which  poffibljr 
may  be  right,  though  the  tranfadtion  to  which  It  alludes,  may 
be  mucli  earlier  t’lan  the  natives  have  dated  it.  For  thus  much 
is  certain  ; that  the  kingdom  of  Dauma,  or  Douma,  mentioned' 
bv  Z-tO,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  15th  century,  is  placed  by  all 
the  geographers,  Fom  that  time  to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
centurv,  in  the  very  fame  polition  with  the  kingdom  of  Da- 
homy;  that  i>,  on  the  eaO:  fide  of,  and  nearly  adjacent  to,  the 
river and  extending  northwards  to  the  ridge  of  moun- 
tains that  feparate  this  kingdom  from  thofe  of  Guber  and 
Grp. 


Whatever  may  have  been  the  importance  of  the  Dahomaii 
nation,  hiibory  affords  no  marks  of  it  previous  to  the  conqueft 
of  the  maritime  kingdoms  of  Ardrah  and  Whydah,  between 
the  years  1721  and  1727,  as  the  blacks  have  no  records,  but 
thofe  traditional  ones,  the  legends  of  their  bards  ; which  are  fo 
politically  affected,  that  they  are  but  little  to  be  depended  on  : * 

a it 

Wc  thill  f.nJ  the  King  frequently  forbids  tranfaclions  to  be  mentioned, 
that  feem  to  reSeil  fhame  on  him  or  his  minifters,  &c.  Vide  p.  182. 
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it  is  from  the  whites  refident  amongft  them,  or  thofe  who  have 
traded  a long  time  with  them,  that  the  true  hiftory  of  any  of 
the  countries  on  this  part  of  the  coaft  can  be  obtained. 

Dahomy,  as  known  at  prefen t,  is  fuppofed  to  reach  from  the 
fea  coafl,  about  150,  or  200  miles  inland,  though  no  European 
has  penetrated  above  half  that  diftance;  the  capital,  Abomey, 
lies  in  about  9 degrees  and  50  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and 
between  the  3d  and  4th  degree  of  eafl;  longitude,  reckoned  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich. 

The  face  of  the  country  has  been  thus  defcribed  by  Bofman^ 
Smithy  and  other  authors.  “ The  vaft  number  and  variety  of 

tall  and  fpreading  trees,  feeming  as  if  they  had  been  planted 
“ for  decoration  ; fields  of  the  moft  lively  verdure,  almoft  wholly 
“ devoted  to  culture;  plains,  embelliihed  with  a multitude  of 
“ towns  and  villages,  placed  in  full  view  of  the  furrounding 
“ diftrid: ; a gradual  and  almoft  imperceptible  afcent,  to  the 
“ diftance  of  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  the  lea,  which  terminates 
“ the  profped ; formed  the  moft  pidurefque  fcene  imagi- 
“ nable,  unobftruded  by  hill  or  mountain.”  This  captivating 
pidure  of  beauty  and  fertility,  was,  no  doubt,  a juft  one,  before 
the  conqueft  of  Whydah -y  but  fince  that  period,  the  different 
genius  of  the  conquerors  has  made  a very  conliderable  change. 

The  foil  is  a deep,  rich  clay,  of  a reddifh  colour,  with  a 
little  fand  on  the  furface,  except  about  Cahninay  where  it  is 
more  light  and  gravelly  : but  there  is  not  to  be  found  a ftone  fo 
big  as  an  egg  in  the  whole  country,  fo  far  as  it  has  been  vifited 
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by  the  Europeans;  fo  that  a pair  of  ca?iky-JlG?2esy*  weighing 
together  about  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds,  brought  from  the 
dilfance  of  one  hundred  miles  or  more,  are  fold  at  Grig^Lvbee 
for  hve  ihillinrs  Veiling. 

o o 

The  country  abounds  with  buffaloes,  deer,  flieep,  goats, 
hogs,  both  wild  and  domedic,  poultry,  of  various  kinds,  parti- 
cularly pintados,  or  Guinea  hens,  and  Mufeovy  ducks ; and  the 
lakes  arc  ifored  with  plenty  of  mullets,  carp,  and  other  fifli. 
The  markets  are,  therefore,  well  fupplied  with  provifions,  beef 
excepted,  which  is  fomewhat  fcarce,  though  produced  in  the 
country.  The  elephant,  though  its  flefh  be  coarfe,  is  made 
life  of  as  food  by  the  natives ; and  dogs  are  reared  for  the  fame 
purpofe. 

Of  farinacious  vegetables,  the  country  yields  a plentiful 
fupply,  proportionable  to  the  quantum  of  culture;  namely, 
maize,  millet,  or  Guinea-corn,  of  different  forts;  a kind  of 
peas,  or  rather  kidney-beans,  called  callavances ; and  alfo  a 
fpecics  of  beans,  called  ground-beans.  The  Dahomans,  like- 
wile,  cultivate  yams,  potatoes  of  two  forts,  the  caffada,  or 
T7:ar.kka,\  the  plantain,  and  the  banana.  Pine-apples,  melons, 
a 2 oranges, 

* Ufed  for  grinding  corn,  as  we  do  chocolate;  fometimes  making  it  into 
meal,  and  fometimes  adding  a fmall  quantity  of  water  during  the  operation,  in 
order  to  form  a pafte,  or  dough,  for  immediate  ufe.  Canky  is  their  name  for 
bread. 

♦ The  mani'.ka,  cajfada,  or  cajfava,  is  a plant  well  known  in  the  Weft 
ladies,  for  the  deleterious  quality  of  its  juice,  which  is  fatal  to  hogs,  or  other 
animals,  that  drink  it  : yet  the  root  is  made  into  a coarfe  meal,  and  ufed  for 

bread. 
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oranges,  limes,  guavas,  and  other  tropical  fruits,  alfo  abound  in  5 
this  fertile  country. 

Nor  is  it  deftitute  of  produdlions  adapted  for  commerce  and 
manufadlurej  fuch  as  indigo,  cotton,  the  fugar-cane,  tobacco, 
palm  oil,  together  with  a variety  of  fpices,  particularly,  a 
Ipecies  of  pepper,  very  fimilar  in  flavour,  and  indeed  fcarcely 
diflinguifliable  from  the  black  pepper  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

A very  curious  fruit,  which  is  produced  in  Dahomy,  as  well 
as  in  fome  other  parts  of  Africa,  mufl;  not  efcape  our  notice  5 . 
efpecially  as  neither  it,  nor  the  plant  to  which  it  belongs,  have 
hitherto  been  examined  fcientifically  ; nor  can  we  clafs  it  bota- 
nically,  having  feen  no  part  of  the  plant  when  at  its  maturity, . 
but  the  fruit.  This  refembles  a fmall  olive  in  every  refpedt  but 
the  colour  j being  of  a dufky,  reddifli  hue,  changing  at  the  end 
next  the  ftalk,  to  afaintyeilov/.  ^ The  pulp  is  firm,  and  almofi; 
infipid  ; the  fioneis  hard,  like  that  of  the  olive.  After  having 
chewed  one  or  more  of  fuch  berries,  and  fpit  out  or  fwallowed 
the  pulp  at  pleafure,  a glafs  of  vinegar  will  tafre,  to  the  perfon 
trying  the  experiment,  like  fv/eet  wine ; a lime  will  feem  to 
have  the  flavour  of  a very  ripe  China  orange ; and  the  fame 

change 

bread,  by  the  Portuguefe,  as  well  as  by  the  negroes,  in  Brazil,  where  it  is  called 
/ariiihd  de  pc.o,  meal  of  wood,  or  faw-dult.  It  is  tlie  cheapelt  and  leaft  nutri- 
tious of  all  the  fubftitutcs  for  bread,  in  the  tropical  climates;  although  it  has 
lately  been  introduced  into  this  country,  and  is  now  fold  by  the  grocers  and 
apothecaries,  at  a high  price,  as  a pretended  remedy  for  confumptions,  under 
the  name  of  Tapioca, 

The  above  defeription  anfwers  nearly  to  our  common  v/intcr  cherry  j 
and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  improperly  termed,  Ccrajus  oxy^tycus.  J.  F. 
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change  Is  produced  on  other  acids,  the  ordinary  effedts  of  which  ■ 
upon  the  palate  is  deftroyed  in  a very  unaccountable  manner, . 
without  ettervelcence,  or  any  fenfible  motion.  Indeed,  the 
e-d'ccl  is  very  ditferent  from  neutralization,  arifing  from  the 
mixture  of  acid  and  alkali : fuch  combination  producing  a 
neutral  faline  liquor;  whilft  this  miraculous  berry  feems  to 
convert  acids  to  fweets.  Food  or  drink,  not  containing  any 
acid,  fuller  no  change  by  the  previous  ufe  of  this  fruit;  its 
elted:  upon  acids  continues,  even  after  a meal,  though  in  a much 
fmaller  degree.  The  natives  ufe  it,  to  render  palatable  a kind  of 
gruel,  called  gWt/rc,  which  is  made  of  bread,  after  it  becomes., 
too  llale  for  any  other  purpofe.  •j-* 

The  Dahomans,  like  the  other  inhabitants  of  tropical  cli^ 
m-tes,  plant  twice  a year,  viz.  at  the  vernal  and  autumnah 
equinoxes;  after  which,  the  periodical  rains  prevail.  Indeed 
thw-y  may  be  faiJ  to  reap  four,  or  rather  two  double  crops ; for 
focn  alter  the  maize  comes  aboveground,  they  plant  callavances 
in  the  interftices  betweeen  the  rows ; which  practice  gives  the 
felcs  a very  beautiful  appearance. 

The  language  is  that  which  the  Portuguefe  call  lingua  geral^. 
or  general  tongue,  and  is  fpoken  not  only  in  Dahomy-proper, . 
but  in  Vf hyu-h,  and  the  other  dependent  Pates  ; and  likewife, 
in  'd-hee,  and  ieverai  neighbouring  places. 

With, 

t Tne  ninves  defc.'ibe  ic  as  the  fruit  of  a large  tree.  Plants  of  fix  or  feven 
!n;h.'S  hign  wt'.'  ra.;.d  fro-:n  thi  fru  r,  by  Mr.  Dalzcl,  who  tried  to  carry  them, 
front  to  the  buta.'.ic  garuen  at  St.  Vincent's-,  but  they  died  o.n  the  palla'i-c. 

He  p'efervrd  the  brr.'i.s  in  fp.r  in  f)rup,  and  in  a dry  form  ; but  they  loft 
t .-."r  f.:,gular  qua. ity  in  a. I thole  preparations.  T:  . plant  is  an  evergreen,  and. 
th;  i.avts  In  this  i.-.t'r:;.:  ftatc  are  ;ike  thefe  of  the  c..ve.  J.  F. 
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With  refped  to  the  Dahoman  religion,  it  will  hardly  be 
expected  that  we  fliould  be  able  to  lay  much.  Like  that  of 
many  other  countries,  it  confifls  of  a jumble  of  fuperftitious 
nonfenfe,  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  convey  any  fatisfadtory 
idea  to  the  reader.  The  Portuguefe  word,  Jeitipy  or,  as  the 
Englidi  pronounce  it,  jetijhy  fignifying  witchcraft,  has  been 
adopted  by  mod:  of  the  maritime  natives  of  Africa,  as  well  as 
by  the  Europeans  who  trade  thither.  This  word  at  prefent  is 
very  comprehenfive  in  its  lignification,  meaning  either  the 
feveral  objects  of  woriliip,  whether  ideal  or  corporal,  the  aft  of 
worlhip  itfelf,  cr  the  various  amulets,  charms,  and  fuperfti- 
tious  mummery  of  the  pried s,  or  jetijli-meriy  who  abound  in 
this  country.  They  obferve  no  fabbath,  unlefs  their  market- 
days,  which  are  confidered  as  days  of  recreation,  may  be  fo 
called.  Mod  of  the  favage  nations  have  fome  confufed  notion 
of  a Supreme  intelleflual  Being,  the  maker  of  the  univerfe ; 
but  this  idea  not  being  eafily  underdood  among  a people  not 
much  addided  to  metaphyfical  reafoning,  a variety  of  corporeal 
beings  have  been  felefted  as  objeds  of  devotion,  fuch  as  the 
fun,  moon,  living  animals,  trees,  and  other  fubdances.  The 
tiger  is  the  fetip:  of  Dahomy ; the  fnakcy  that  of  Whydah. 
Among  the  amuletSy  or  chartnsy  the  principal  is,  a ferap  of 
parchment,  containing  a fentence  of  the  KoraUy  which  the  natives 
purchafe  from  the  Moors  who  vifit  this  country.  This  they 
hang  up  in  their  apartments,  which  are  likewife  decorated  with 
crude,  mis-diapen  images,  tinged  with  blood,  befmeared  with 
palm-oil,  duck  with  feathers,  bedaubed  with  eggs,  and  other 
abfurd  applications,  of  which  a particular  account  would  be 
both  tedious  and  unprofitable. 
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Wc  fliall  not,  therefore,  dwell  on  the  religion,  but  pafs  on 
to  the  government  and  manners  of  the  Dahomans,  which 
defervc  more  particularly  to  be  confidered.  The  former  is  the 
mod  perfect  defpotifm  that  exilts,  perhaps,  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  1 he  policy  of  the  country  admits  of  no  intermediate 
degree  of  fubordination  between  king  and  Have ; at  lead  in. 
the  royal  prcl'ence,  where  the  prime  minider  is  obliged  to  pro- 
drate  himfelf  with  as  much  abjedt  fubmildon  as  the  meaned 
fubjedt ; all  acknowledging  the  riglit  of  the  Sovereign  to 
difpofe  of  their  perfons  and  property  at  pleafure  Beyond  the 
precincts  of  the  palace,  indeed,  the  miniders  enjoy  very  eminent 
privileges.  It  is  true,  they  are  forbid  the  wearing  of  findals,. 
and  other  ornaments  peculiar  to  royalty;  or  to  ufe  fuch  an 
umbrella  as  a white  man;  ^ yet  their  inferiors  mud  falute  them, 
v.  iih  bei.t  knees,  and  clapping  of  hands : they  may  fit  on  high 
dcols,  ride  on  horfeback,  be  carried  in  hammocks,  wear  filk, 
m.cnt»in  a nuiuerous  retinue,  with  large  umbrellas  of  their 
own  kind,  liags,  drums,  trumpets,  and  other  mufical  indru- 
ments.  But,  on  their  entrance  at  the  royal  gate,  all  thefe 
imignia  arc  laid  ande.  i he  lilk  garment  is  fubdituted  by  a 
tunic  and  a pair  of  drawers,  7*  made  01  cotton,  manufadfured 
in  the  countr)* ; the  ntrk  is  adorned  with  a valuable  dring  of 
cord  ; a pair  of  broad,  lilver  bracei.-ts  encircle  tne  wnds  ; at  the 
fide  hangs  a filvcr-hihed  feymitar,  wmie  the  hand  grafps  an  ivory 

club. 


• Sec  Life  of  Adihoorzou  11.  c.  i. 

t The  neceliiry  proitsai:  ns  before  Majefty,  unavoidably  foil  this  garb.  The 
miniucr  mult,  Uicreioie,  ihi::  at  e-.cry  v.fit.  Incited,  the  Dahomans  are 
at  a.i  times  .e:y  ciea.Jiy  ' iheir  perfons,  and  particularly  fo,  with  refpecl  to 
tr.i.r  fcod,  ....S  ;r..  u:-.  .s  uled  in  the  Icitchen  and  at  table.  A very  good  foap 
is  manufaaa.-cd  in  ti.e  country,  of  palm  oil  and  pot-a£h. 
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club.  Thus  equipped,  oue  of  the  minlflers  of  ftatc  is  always 
found  in  waiting  at  the  palace  gate ; and  in  this  garb  only  may 
lie  cuter,  whic’i  mull  be  with  the  utmoO;  caution  and  refpsd;, 
and  not  till  the  monarch’s  permiliion  be  fignihed  by  one  of  the 
women.  On  his  entrance,  he  crawls  towards  the  apartment  of 
audience,  on  his  hands  and  knees,  till  he  arrives  in  the  royal 
prefetice,  where  he  lays  himfelf  flat  on  his  belly,  rubbing  his 
liead  in  the  duff, ‘and  uttering'the  moft  humiliating  expreffions. 
.Being  defired  to  advance,  be  receives  the  King’s  commands,  or 
• communicates  any  particular  bufinefs,  flili  continuing  in  a 
recumbent  poffurc ; for  no  perfon  is  permitted  to  fit,  even  on 
the  floor,  in  the  royal  prefence,  except  the  women ; and  even 
they  mufl  kifs  the  earth,  when  they  receive  or  deliver  the  King’s 
meflitge. 

The  King’s  fans,  not  excepting  the  heir  apparent,  have  no 
rank;  being  obliged  to  falute  the  miniflers  with  clapping  of 
hands,  in  a kneeling  attitude.  On  fuch  occafions,  however, 
thole  officers,  out  of  refpedl  to  the  blood-royal,  haften  to  take 
them  by  the  hand,  and  raife  them  from  fuch  an  humble 
poflure. 

The  King,  and  all  his  fubjefls,  receive  flrangers  v/ith  the 
mofl:  remarkable  courtefy.  AmbalTadors,  from  whatever  flrate, 
are  not  put  to  the  neceflity  of  learning  the  Dahoman  etiquette 
from  the  mafler  of  the  ceremonies.  Every  one  falutes  the 
Sovereign,  according  to  the  fafliion  pradtifed  in  his  own  country. 
Chairs  are  placed  for  European  governors,  or  mafters  of  fliips, 
upon  which  they  fit,  covered,  till  the  King  makes  his  appear- 
ance, when  they  malce  a bow,  {landing,  and  uncovered;  after 
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which,  they  refume  their  feats,  and  put  on  their  hats.  Some- 
times the  Dahoman  Monarch  has  been  known  to  Hiake  hands 
with  an  European ; but  this  is  a very  uncommon  mark  of 
royal  condefcenfion,  and  beftowed  only  on  fome  great  favourite. 

White  vllitors  are  always  honoured  with  a glafs  of  fome 
cordial  liquor,  filled  by  the  King’s  own  hand  j which  if  refufed, 
is  apt  to  give  otfence.  * Favours  of  this  kind  are  received 
with  avidity  by  his  own  fubjeds,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake 
of  the  liquor  as  the  honour  conferred  on  them.  On  fuch 
occafions  the  fubjed  lies  on  his  back,  while  the  King  holds 
the  bottle  to  his  mouth.  In  this  pofiure  he  mufi:  drink,  till 
the  royal  hand  be  withdrawn ; which  fometimes  does  not 
happen  before  the  whole  contents  be  emptied,  efpecially  when 
he  has  a mind  to  fport  with  the  drinker. 

So  great  is  the  veneration  of  the  Dahomans  for  their  Sovereign, 
that  their  hifiory  produces  no  inftance  of  a depofition.  The 
dodrine  of  pafiive  obedience  and  non-refiftance  is  univerfal 
amongif  them,  and  the  moil:  oppreflive  mandates  of  the  Mo- 
narch are  fubmitted  to  without  a murmur.  The  apparent  abjed 
humiliation  of  the  minifters,  on  the  days  of  public  audience, 
contributes  powerfully  to  keep  the  people  in  fubjedion.  The 

b lower 

^ One  of  the  European  governors,  on  his  firft  vifit,  being  prefented  with  a 
gUfj  of  geneva,  declined  it.  Upon  being  informed  that  it  was  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  drink  whatever  had  been  filled  by  the  King 
hinr-ieS:,  he  fiill  begged  to  be  excufed,  giving  for  a reafon,  that  he  was  indif- 
fc.fed.  Loon  which  the  minifler  in  waiting  drank  it  off;  having  firft  poured 
It  out  of  the  K.ng’s  glafs  into  a little  callabafh  which  he  carried  about  him: 
as  no  fubjecl  muft  drink  cut  of  a glafs  in  prefence  of  the  King. 
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lower  clafs  cannot  think  that  homage  unreafonable  which  13 
paid  by  the  firft  officers  of  the  ftate ; whofe  only  privilege,  in 
the  royal  prefence,  is  that  of  lying  proftrate,  neareft  the  King’s 
perfon,  and  being  the  medium  of  communication  between  him 
and  his  inferior  fubjeds.  For  none  but  high  officers  muft  con- 
verfe  immediately  with  the  Sovereign,  though  near  enough  to 
be  heard  ; it  being  beneath  the  King’s  dignity  to  be  addreffied 
by,  or  to  fpeak  to,  the  vulgar.  But  although  this  humiliation 
be  rigidly  kept  up  by  the  miniflers  of  hate,  in  public,  they  are 
allowed  to  converfe  more  familiarly  at  private  audiences,  where 
all  the  public  bufinefs,  whether  legiflative  or  executive,  is 
managed. 

The  King  of  Dahomy  maintains  a confiderable  ftanding 
army,  commanded  by  an  * Agaow^  or  general,  with  feveral 
other  fubordinate  military  officers,  who  muft  hold  themfclves 
in  readinefs  to  take  the  field  upon  all  occafions,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Sovereign.  The  payment  of  thefe  troops  chiefly 
depends  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  expeditions  in  which  they  are 
engaged.  On  extraordinary  occafions,  all  the  males  able  to 
bear  arms,  are  obliged  to  repair  to  the  general’s  flandard  ; every 
Cahoceer  marching  at  the  head  of  his  own  people.  Sometimes 
the  King  takes  the  field,  at  the  head  of  his  troops  j and,  on 
very  great  emergencies,  at  the  head  of  his  women. -f- 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  prowefs  of  the  Amazons 
among  the  ancients,  this  is  a novelty  in  modern  hlflory,  which 

ought 

Perhaps,  from  the  Tiirklfii  word,  Aga. 

I Sec  Life  of  rrudo,  chap.  ix.  Life  of  Adahoonzou,  ch.  v» 
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ought  not  to  be  llightly  palled  over.  Within  the  walls  of  the 
diiferent  royal  palaces  in  Dahomy,  are  immured  not  lefs  than 
tbnc  tboujlvid  \i'omcn.  Several  hundreds  of  thefe  are  trained 
to  the  ufe  of  arms,  under  a female  general  and  fubordinate 
omcers,  appointed  by  the  King,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
under  the  Agaow.  Thefe  warriors  are  regularly  exercifed,  and 
go  through  their  evolutions  with  as  much  ex'pertnefs  as  the 
male  ibldiers.  They  have  their  large  umbrellas,  their  flags, 
their  drums,  trumpets,  flutes,  * and  other  mufical  inflruments. 
In  ihcrt,  the  Angularity  of  this  inllitution  never  fails  to  attradt 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Europeans,  when,  among  other 
uncommon  exhibitions,  they  are  prefented  with  the  unufual 
fpeclacle  of  a review  of  female  troops. 

The  chief  part  of  the  public  revenue  confifls  of  voluntary 
gifts,  paid  by  the  fubjedts  at  the  time  of  the  -f-  Cujloms,  when 
the  :J:  Caboceers  and  traders  attend,  bringing  their  contributions, 
according  to  their  refpedlive  circumflances.  Befides  thefe,  a 
duty  is  levied  on  commerce  j and  fomething  arifes  from  captives 
taken  in  war,  of  whom,  all  that  are  carried  to  market  are  fold 
b 2 for 

* Little  can  be  faid  in  praife  of  any  of  their  mufical  inftruments,  except  the 
flute;  which,  though  the  moft  fimple  that  can  be  imagined,  being  open  at  both 
extremities,  with  a little  notch  at  the  mouth  end,  where  it  is  feraped  thin,  to 
divide  the  wind,  produces  very  agreeable  notes;  and  we  can  alTert  as  a fa<3-, 
however  incredible  it  may  feem  to  thofe  modern  cognofeenti^  who  deny  that  the 
ancients  made  ufe  of  harmony,  that  the  King’s  women  underftand  and  pradtife 
the  combination  of  the  perfect  concords,  thirds  and  fifths ; and  their  little  airs 
are  not  inelegant. 

t Aa  annual  ceremony,  which  will  be  explained  in  its  proper  place, 
i From  the  Portugueze  word,  cabeceiro,  a head  man. 
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for  the  King’s  account;  but  as  he  pays  a certain  fum  to  his 
troops  for  every  prifoner^  they  bring  in,  and  as  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  captives  are  put  to  death,  a fmall  proportion  only 
being  referved  for  fale,  the  amount  they  produce  mull  fall  far 
fhort  of  the  expence  of  procuring  them.' 

The  well-known  Ihells  called  cowries,  which  come  from  the 
Maldha  iflands,  are  the  currency  of  the  country,  where  one 
thoufand  are  reckoned  equal  to  half  a crown.  Thefe  circulate 
in  the  country,  loofe ; but  all  dilburfements  from  the  King’s 
houfe  are  made  in  branches  of  Jirung  cowries,  containing  two 
thoufand  each,  deducting  one  fortieth  part,  as  a perquifite  to. 
the  King’s  women  for  piercing  and  ftringing  them,  -f* 

When  any  public  work  is  to  be  done,  fuch  as  the  eredlion  or 
'repairs  of  royal  buildings,  the  King  fummons  his  Caboceers, 
and  portions  out  the  labour  among  them,  paying  their  people 
for  their  trouble.  Thus  the  work  is  performed  with  great 
difpatch.  Belides  fuch  necelTary  dilburfements,  the  King  pays- 
a confiderable  yearly  tribute,  in  cowries  and  merchandife,  to 
his  formidable  neighbour  the  King  of  Eyeo : part  of  which  is 
defrayed  from  the  contributions  levied  upon  thofe  ftates  which 
are  tributary  to  Dahomy.  The  refidue  of  the  royal  treafureis,, 
upon  various  occafions,  diftributed  with  a liberal  hand  among 

the 


The  King  pays  alfo  for  the  heads  of  the  flain. 

t For  a table  of  their  value,  &c.  vide  p.  135,  and  note.  The  terms  there 
found,  arc  likewife  ufed  in  their  other  arithmetical  computations thus,  when, 
they  exprefs  an  army  of  10,000  foldiers,  they  fay,  two  cabefs  and  a half;  or 
nvo  cabefs  and  ten  galinas. 
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the  Dahoman  grandees,  and  even  among  the  inferior  fubjeifls, 
lb  that  the  receipts  and  expenditure  are  nearly  equal  j and  tb.e 
money  which  flows  to  the  royal  coffers,  from  the  King’s  fub<. 
iedls  and  vaflals,  thus  circulates  again  among  the  people. 

The  King  of  Dahomy  has  feveral  palaces  j each  occupying  a 
piece  of  ground,  of  nearly  a mile  fquare.  The  defcription  of. 
that  at  Calmina  will  ferve  for  all  the  reft. 

This  palace,  or  Simbomyy  which,  in  the  language  of  the-' 
countr)’’,  means  a great  houfe,  is  furrounded  with  a very  fub- 
flantial  clay  wall,  of  a quadrangular  form,  and  about  twenty 
feet  high.  In  the  middle  of  each  flde  is  a guard-houfe,  with 
two  centincls  at  the  gate,  and  a guard  of  armed  women  and 
eunuchs  within.  On  the  thatched  roofs  of  thefe  guard-houfes- 
are  ranged,  on  fmall  wooden  ftakes,  many  human  ftiiiUs.  Such 
cf  the  inner  apartments  as  the  Europeans  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing,  conlill:  of  large  courts,  communicating  with  each 
other,  generally  fquare  or  oblong,  encompaffed  by  clay  w'alls. 
In  each  of  them  is  a fort  of  piazza,  or  died,  formed  of  poffs, 
about  feven  feet  high,  planted  in  the  ground,  at  the  diidanceof 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  from  the  wall.  The  intermediate 
fpace  is  covered  with  a flanting  thatched  roof,  fupported  by 
bamboo  rafters,  refting  upon  the  pods,  and  reaching  to  the  top 
cf  the  v.all,  which  in  this  part  is  alfo  about  twenty  feet,  though- 
cnly  eight  or  ten  feet  on  the  other  fjdes  of  the  court.  7'he 
areas  of  thefe  courts  are  of  the  common  foil  of  the  country  \ 
but  under  the  Cheds,  the  ground  is  elevated  a few  inches,  by  a 
bed  cf  clayey  mortar,  which  forms  the  floor  3 , and  tb.e  wall  is 
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in  fome  parts  wlute-waflied  with  a fpecies  of  pipe-clay,  which 
the  country  produces.  In  the  middle  of  the  palace  there  ftands 
a large  building,  of  two  ftories,  and  about  thirty  cr  forty  feet 
high ; fo  that  the  top  of  it  may  be  feen  from  without.  This 
houfe  feems  to  be  intended  more  for  fliow  than  ufej  for  the 
King  never  dwells  in  it.  The  whole  has  fomewhat  the  refem- 
blance  of  an  aflemblage  of  farm-yards,  with  long,  thatched 
barns,  hovels  for  cattle  and  carts,  and  low  mud  walls,  to  fepa- 
rate  them  from  each  other.  The  interior  of  the  palace  is  not 
fo  eafily  to  be  defcribed.  Its  receffes  are  fcarce  ever  entered 
by  any  human  being  of  the  male  gender ; and  the  female  apart- 
ments are  guarded  from  intrulion,  with  more  than  eaftern 
jealoufy. 

The  author^  had  once  an  occafion  to  pafs  the  limits  of  the 
courts  already  defcribed,  w'hen  King  Ahadee  was  fick,  and 
would  fee  him  in  his  bedchamber.  This  was  a detached  cir- 
cular room,  of  about  eighteen  feet  diameter.  It  had  a thatched 
conical  roof;  the  walls  were  of  clay,  and  white-wafhed  within. 
There  was  a fmall  area  before  it,  formed  of  a wall  about  three 
feet  high,  the  top  of  which  was  duck  full  of  human  jaw-bo7ies ; 
and  the  path  leading  to  the  door  was  paved  with  human  Jkulls, 
The  mattrefs  and  bed-ded  were  of  European  manufadure,  the 
curtains  of  check.  The  furniture  of  the  room  condded  of  a 
fmall  table,  a ched,  and  two  or  three  chairs ; and  the  clay  floor 
was  covered  with  a carpet,  which  the  author  had  fold  to  him 
fome  months  before.  The  apartments  for  the  women,  each  of 
.whom  has  a feparate  hut,  occupy,  it  is  fuppofed,  the  remainder 

of 


* A,  Dalzel, 


INTRODUCTION. 


XV 


cf  the  fpace  within  the  palace-walls  ; except  a fmall  part,  ap- 
propriated to  the  eunuchs,  and  to  fome  necellary  ftorehoufes, 
for  holding  the  provifions  for  the  King’s  numerous  family, 
his  con'nesy  iron  bars,  clothes,  arms,  ammunition,  and  fome 
articles  of  European  furniture. 

The  late  King  was  very  defirous  of  buying  any  thing  of  this 
fort  that  he  could  procure  j fuch  as  tables,  chairs,  bureaus,  ma- 
hogany liquor-cafes,  walking- canes,  cafes  of  knives  and  forks, 
fpoons,  filver  cups,  and  glafs  ware.  The  author  once  carried 
him  a two  handled  filver  cup  and  cover,  of  chafed-work,  weigh- 
ing t\L'o  hundred  and  tu'cnty-Jix  ounces. 

The  vulgar  among  the  Dahomans  affedt  to  believe  that  their 
King  does  net  eat.  Indeed  he  does  not  eat  in  public,  though  he 
makes  no  fcruple  to  drink.  He  entertains  the  Whites  who  vifit 
him,  with  great  hofpitality.  They  often  dine  in  his  prefence ; 
fometimes  in  the  piazzas,  or  flieds,  before  mentioned,  and 
fometimes  in  the  open  area  of  one  of  the  courts.  On  fuch 
occafions,  the  table  and  the  guefis  are  fereened  from  the  fan  by 
large  umbrellas,  held  up  by  attendants  clothed  in  the  country 
drefs.  The  King  has  cooks  who  have  been  infi:ru(fted  in  Europe, 
or  at  lead:  at  the  different  forts  ; fo  that  he  is  able  to  treat  his 
vifitors  with  viduals  dreffed  in  the  manner  of  their  refpedive 
countries.  There  is  no  want  of  table  apparatus  : the  table- 
cloth is  commonly  a piece  of  new  linen,  cut  off  for  the  purpofe^, 
the  diihes  are  of  pewter  or  earthern-ware ; and  the  knives  and 
forks  filver-handled.  The  white  men,  on  fuch  occafions,  are 

feated 


INTRODUCTION. 


xvi 

feated  on  chairs ; the  CaboceerSy  and  heir  apparent,  are  placed 
on  the  ground  near  the  Europeans,  who  hand  them  fome  of 
the  victuals : which  they  eat,  as  if  by  flealth,  without  knife 
or  fork. 


The  drefs  of  the  men,  in  Daho??iy,  contifts  of  a pair  of 
flriped  or  white  cotton  drawers,  of  the  manufactory  of  the 
country,  over  which  they  wear  a large  fquare  cloth  of  the  fame, 
or  of  European  manufacture.  This  cloth  is  about  the  fize  of 
a common  counterpane,  for  the  middling  clafs  j but  much 
larger  for  the  Grandees.  It  is  wrapped  about  the  loins,  and 
tied  on  the  left  fide  by  two  of  the  corners,  the  others  hanging 
down,  and  fometimes  trailing  on  the  ground.  A piece  of  filk 
or  velvet,  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  yards,  makes  a cloth  for  a 
Cahoce'er.  ^ The  head  is  ufually  covered  with  a beaver  or  felt 
hat,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  wearer.  The  King,  as  well 
as  fome  of  his  minifters,  often  wears  a gold  or  filver  laced  hat, 
and  feather.  The  arms  and  upper  part  of  the  body  remain 
naked,  except  when  the  party  travels  or  performs  fome  piece  of 
work,  when  the  large  cloth  is  laid  afide,  and  the  body  is  covered 
with  a fort  of  frock  or  tunic,  without  fleeves.  The  feet  are 
always  bare,  none  but  the  Sovereign  being  permitted  to  wear 
fandals.  In  the  hand  is  ufually  carried  either  a cutlafs  or 
wooden  club.  For  an  officer  of  ffiate,  the  club  is  of  ivory, 
which  is  a very  expenfive  ornament,  on  account  of  the  great 
v/aflie  in  making  it;  a whole  elephant’s  tooth,  and  that  not  a 

fmall 

• One  confifting  of  25  Englifli  ells,  of  crimfon  velvet,  was  fent  out  lately, 
as  a prefent  to  one  of  the  Kings  on  the  coaft. 
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fmall  one,  being  deftroyed  in  the  fabrication  of  this  badge  of 
dignity.  Inferior  Caboccers  carry  a fort  of  blunt  fabre,  with  a 
broad  blade  and  a wooden  handle,  ferving  rather  for  ornament 
than  as  an  often  five  weapon. 

Warriors  wear  what  is  commonly  called  a grafs  cloth,  made 
in  tihc  country,  of  the  llcin  of  palm-tree  leaves,  parted  into  fmall 
threads,  knotted  and  wove.  This  is  afterwards  tinged  with 
various  dirty  dies,  and  wrapped  round  the  loins.  They  alfo 
wear  a cartouch-box  of  dieir  own  manufadlure,  a powder-flafk 
of  callabalh,  with  many  grotefque  ornaments  and  feti/hes, 
which,  together  with  the  uncouth  devices  painted  on  their  faces 
and  bodies,  give  them  a very  fiend-like  appearance.  Every 
Daboman  man  alfo  carries  a tobacco-pouchy  containing  tabacco, 
a fiint,  fteel,  and  tinder;  together  with  one  or  two  tobacco- 
pipes,  in  a neat  wooden  cafe. 

The  drefs  of  the  women,  though  fimple,  confifts  of  a greater 
number  of  articles  than  that  of  the  men.  They  ufe  feveral 
cloths  and  handkerchiefs,  fome  to  wrap  round  the  loins,  and 
others  to  cover  occafionally  the  breafts  and  upper  part  of  the 
body.  The  neck,  arms,  and  ancles,  are  adorned  with  beads  and 
cowries ; and  rings  of  filver,  or  bafer  metal,  encircle  the  fin- 
gers. The  ears  are  pierced  fo  as  to  admit  the  little-finger,  and 
a coral  bead  of  that  fize  ftuck  into  each,  if  the  party  be  able  to 
a.n>;rd  it;  otherwife  a portion  of  red  fealing-wax,  or  a piece  of 
cyiter-iheil  polilhed,  is  applied  in  the  fame  manner.  Girls, 
bctore  the  a^e  of  puberty,  wear  nothing  but  a firing  of  beads 

c or 
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or  fhells  round  the  loins ; and  young  women  ufually  expofe  the 
breafts  to  view. 

The  Da/jomans  are  lefs  addidted  to  the  pradlice  of  cutting  or 
tatowhig  the  body,  than  their  neighbours ; contenting  them- 
felves  with  a perpendicular  incilion,  which  leaves  a mark  be- 
tween the  eye-brows.  The  Whydahs,  of  both  fexes,  cut  their 
foreheads  and  cheeks  in  fuch  manner  as  to  give  them  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  very  much  pitted  with  the  fmall-pox.  The 
women  alfo  mark  the  lower  part  of  the  body  with  various 
devices. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  fcates  are  likewife 
known  by  the  fcarifications  on  their  bodies ; every  country 
making  ufe  of  this  cuftom  in  their  own  manner.  The  Ardrahs 
make  an  incifion  in  each  cheek,  turning  up  a part  of  the  flefh 
towards  the  ears,  and  healing  it  in  that  pofitlon.  The  Mahees 
are  diftinguifhed  by  three  long  oblique  cuts  on  one  cheek,  and 
a crofs  on  the  other.  Some  bore  the  ears,  others  the  nofe, 
thrufting  a bead  or  a cowrie  into  the  aperture. 

Circumcifion  is  univerfally  pradlifed  among  Daho?nan  fub- 
jedls,  but  not  at  fuch  an  early  age  as  among  the  Jews ; the  time 
of  fubmitting  to  this  operation  being  left  to  the  boys  them- 
felves,  whofe  carefTes  are  not  admitted  of  by  the  females  till  they 
have  undergone  this  amputation.  A certain  operation,  pecu- 
liar to  this  country,  is  likewife  performed  upon  the  women.* 

The 

• Prolongatio,  videlicet,  artificialis  labiorum  pudendi,  capellse  mamillis 
fimillima. 
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The  'Dahoman  woman  do  not  admit  the  embraces  of  their 
hulbands  during  pregnancy,  nor  at  the  time  of  fuckling,  which 
continues  two  or  three  years,  nor  while  under  tht  catamenia  • 
during  which  they  retire  to  a part  of  the  town  allotted  for  their 
reception.  The  proftitutes,  who  in  this  country  are  licenfed 
by  roval  authority,  are  alfo  obliged  to  confine  themfelves  to  a 
particular  dillrict,  and  are  fubjed;  to  an  annual  tax. 

The  general  charader  of  the  Dahomans  is  marked  by  a mix- 
ture of  ferocity  and  politenefs.  The  former  appears  in  the 
t.'eatmcnt  of  their  enemies,  and  in  the  celebration  of  thofe  Cuf- 
toms  which  have  been  fandioned  by  the  immemorial  pradice  of 
pall;  ages,  under  the  idea  of  performing  a grateful  oblation  to 
the  deceafed  j the  latter  they  poffefs  far  above  all  the  African 
nations  with  whom  we  have  hitherto  had  any  intercourfe  : this 
being  the  country  where  ftrangers  are  leaft  expofed  to.  infults, 
and  where  it  is  eafy  to  refide  in  fecurity  and  tranquillity. 

Of  their  bravery  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  produce  many  con- 
fpicuous  examples ; and  of  their  hofpitality  and  generofity,  every 
llranger  who  has  reforted  to  the  Dahoman  coafl  can  teflify. 

The  nature  of  their  government  makes  them  very  referved 
v.  ith  regard  to  every  flate  tranfadion  j but  on  occafions  where 
this  reilraint  is  unneceflaiy^  they  are  abundantly  affable  and 
communicative. 

Having  already  mentioned  the  annual cujloms,  and  as  we  (hall 
have  occafion  frequently  to  take  notice  of  them  in  the  courfe  of 
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this  Hiftory,  we  (hall  premife  a fhort  account  of  this  fingu«- 
lar  feftival. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Cujlomsy  which  are  ufually  celebrated  ' 
foon  after  Chridmas,  the  King  leaves  Cahnina,  where  he  gene- 
rally refides  during  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  repairs  to  Abomey^ 
his  ancient  capital,  and  the  burial-place  of  the  Royal  Family. 
About  this  time,  he  difpatches  his  meflengers  extraordinary, 
called  half-heads  A"  with  his  gold-headed  cane  and  compliments 
to  the  European  Governors  at  Grigwee,  inviting  them  to  witnefs 
the  folemnization  of  this  feftival. 

Each  of  the  Governors  carries  an  annual  prefent  to  the  King, 
confiding  of  a piece  of  rich  filk  for  a drefs,  together  with  fome 
brandy  and  other  articles,  amounting  in  the  whole  -to  about 
50I.  fterling.  Thefe  are  received,  not  as  the  confideration 
by  which  they  hold  their  refpedive  forts,  but  as  a token  of 
frienddiip  and  good  correfpondence  j for  the  King  takes  care  to 
make  them  fenfible,  that  he  does  not  accept  fuch  prefents  for 
the  fake  of  their  value,  as  he  always  returns  more  than  is  equi- 
valent : fuch  as  a young  female  flave,  which  he  prefents 
to  each  under  the  denomination  of  a waflierwoman  j and 
one  fine  cotton  cloth,  at  leaft,  for  a counterpane.  Befides 
this,  he  entertains  them  during  their  ftay  at  Dahomy  with  the 
greateft  liberality  and  kindnefs ; giving  them  from  time  to  time, 

ftieep, 

* So  called  from  having  the  half  of  their  heads  fliaved.  I'hey  have  each , 
feveral  firings  of  human  teeth,  flung  like  a foldier’s  belt,  which  give  them  ajv, 
odd  appearance. 
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iheep,  poultry,  and  other  articles,  and  allowing  an  abundance- 
of  pi!t3  * and  meal  for  their  attendants. 

The  Tiivougch,  or  Viceroy  of  Whydahy  is  charged  tofurnirh. 
the  white  men  with  a fufficient  number  of  porters  and  ham- 
mock men,  together  with  an  armed  guard  ; which  lafl;  is  feldom 
accepted  of,  not  from  motives  of  economy,,  thefe  men  getting 
no  pay  from  the  Europeans,  except  about  the  value  of  two- 
pence halfpenny  each  in  cowries,  for  their  daily  fubfiftence ; but. 
becaufe  the  journey  is  always  made  in  perfect  fafety,  and  tra- 
vellers accommodated  with  Eaftern  hofpitality.  For  there  are, 
a kind  of  caravanferas,  in  the  towns  through  which  they  pafs, 
allotted  for  their  reception;  on  their  arrival  at  any  of  which,  they 
are  received  by  the  Caboceer  of  the  place,  who  prefents  them 
with  fuch  refrefliments  and  neceffaries  as  the  country  affords, 
and  kindly  preffes  them  to  make  known  their  wants,  which  he 
readily  fupplies. 

On  their  arrival  at  Abojney  they  are  received  with  a falute  of 
cannon,  and  lodged,  during  their  ffay,  in  apartments  belonging 
to  the  riiafter  of  the  ceremonies.  They  are  liberally  fupplied, 
as  I have  already  obferved,  with  mutton,  poultry,  and  other 
articles  for  their  own  tables,  and  thofe  of  their  attendants ; 
which  are  fent  from  time  to  time  by  the  King  or  his  caboceers. 

The  celebration  of  the  Cujioms  ufually  continues  about  a 
month,  curing  which  there  is  fome  public  exhibition  every 

fourth. 

* A kind  of  fcnall  bscr,  made  of  maize  or  millet,  which  is  not  an  .unplea.-?- 
fict  cr.iJu. 
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fourth,  or  market,  day;  the  intermediate  days  being  employed 
in  preparations.  The  whole  would  afford  a very  amufmg  fpec- 
taclc,  if  it  were  not  for  the  human  facrifices  which  are  an- 
nually made  for  the  purpofe  of  watering,  according  to  the 
country  expreffion,  the  graves  of  the  deceafed  royal  family. 

One  of  the  market-days  is  fet  apart  for  f nging  and  dancing. 
There  are  profeffed  fingers  who  perform,  by  the  hour,  before 
the  King.  The  fongs  are  modly  extemporary,  in  praife  of  the 
Monarch  and  his  exploits ; and  the  performers  are  rewarded 
upon  the  fpot,  according  to  the  merit  of  their  compofitions. 

Befides  thefe  extempore  fongs,  their  bards,  on  folemn  occa- 
fions,  rehearfe  over  the  whole  hiftory  of  their  country,  fitting 
at  the  King’s  gate.  This  recital  takes  up  feveral  days ; and 
they  are  attended  by  young  men  of  the  bed  memories,  who  en- 
deavour to  qualify  themfelves  to  become  their  fucceffors,  when 
there  fhall  be  a neceffity  for  their  fervices. 

Another  day  is  allotted  for  feading  in  the  market-place, 
where  a large  camp  is  made  for  the  purpofe,  and  many  tents 
pitched  for  the  accommodation  of  the  King,  Caboceers,  white 
vifitors,  and  ambalfadors  from  foreign  dates.  Here  a very  large 
quantity  of  victuals,  previoufly  dreffed,  and  carried  in  procedion 
by  the  King’s  women  in  their  bed  clothes,  is  didributed,  not 
only  among  the  more  didinguifhed  gueds,  but  even  without  the 
camp,  where  the  vulgar  partake  plentifully.  Pitto,  brewed  by 
the  ladies  of  the  palace,  is  likewife  dealt  out  with  a liberal 
hand  upon  the  fame  occafion  ; nor  is  there  any  want  of  brandy 

and 
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and  ether  liquors  from  Europe.  In  fliort,  the  whole  refembles 
what  is  fometimes  leen  at  a general  election,  with  this  diffe- 
rence, that  it  is  more  orderly. 

\'arious  other  feenes  are  exhibited  during  this  carnival,  fome 
of  which  b.ing  defcrlbed  in  the  following  pages,  we  flaall  not 
anticipate;  but  clofe  this  account  with  the  detail  of  an  extraor- 
dinary fpecfacle  which  commonly  concludes  the  ceremony. 

Contiguous  to  the  palace,  a large  ftage,  of  about  loo  feet  by 
40,  is  creeled;  this  is  fupported  by  a vaft  number  of  piles, 
10  feet  long,  driven  into  the  ground,  upon  which  are  laid  joifls, 
and  then  branches  and  ftraw.  The  wall  of  the  palace  forms 
the  boundary  behind  ; the  front  and  fides  are  railed.  The  floor, 
as  well  as  the  railing,  is  covered  with  carpets  and  country  cloths 
and  the  front  and  fides  are  adorned  with  a multitude  of  flags, 
flreamers,  and  large  umbrellas  of  various  colours,  fome  of  which 
are  made  of  gold  and  filver  tifliie.  At  a little  diftance,  a fence 
of  thorns  keeps  oft  the  rabble.  On  this  flage  are  piled  a great 
quantity  of  cowries,  flrung  in  branches  of  two  thoufand  each, 
pieces  of  brocade,  and  other  filks,  firings  of  coral,  European 
and  country  cloths,  Brazil  tobacco,  pipes,  bottled  liquors,  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles.  At  an  appointed  time,  the  King,  with 
all  his  Caboceers  and  vaffals,  repairs  to  the  flage,  where  the 
Europeans  alfo  are  prefent.  Here  each  officer  is  allowed  to 
choofe  a cloth  for  himfelf,  the  Prime  Minifler  making  the  flrfl 
eleclion,  and  the  reft  following  his  example,  according  to  their 
rank.  Sometimes,  alfo,  a firing  of  coral  is  given  to  each.  Af- 
ter this,  the  King  takes  up  a bunch  of  cowries,  and  throws  it 


» Vide  Plate  V. 
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over  the  fence  among  the  multitude.  All  the  Cahceers,  and 
the  Europeans  if  they  pleafe,  follow  his  example,  and  tofs  over 
all  the  goods,  except  a few  bunches  of  cowries,  which  are  re- 
ferved  for  fome  of  the  favoured  fervants,  wh  are  permitted  to 
take  their  hand  between  the  ftage  and  the  fence,  and  which  are 
handed  to  them  by  their  mafters.  The  rabble  come  prepared 
for  this  fport ; being  all  hark  naked,  except  that  a hrong  bag, 
girt  round  the  loins,  hangs  before,  for  the  reception  of  the  cow- 
ries. Some  alTociate  themfelves  in  parties,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  carry  off  a piece  of  filk  or  cloth.  Such  prize  becomes  fre- 
quently the  objed  of  competition  between  two  parties,  and  a 
violent  flruggle  enfues  ; but  as  no  kind  of  weapon  is  allowed  to 
be  carried  by  the  people  affembled  on  this  occafion,  no  fatal  ac- 
cident follows.  The  effufion  of  blood,  however,  commonly 
making  part  of  a Dahoman  exhibition,  this  alfo  is  clofed  with 
the  death  of  at  lead  one  human  vidim,  who,  together  with 
feveral  other  animals,  is  thrown,  bound,  from  the  ftage,  to  be 
murdered  below. 

The  fpecimens  of  art  produced  by  the  Dahomans  dlfcover  a 
degree  of  perfedion  little  to  be  expcded  from  the  rude  fimpli- 
city  of  their  tools.  Their  looms  are  the  mod:  awkward  ma- 
chines imaginable,  yet  they  manufadure  very  pretty  and  du- 
rable cloths  of  cotton,  which  are  held  in  great  edimatioii 
among  themfelves,  and  are  often  purchafed  by  the  Europeans 
for  counterpanes,  at  a high  price.  Their  dies  Hand  walking 
very  well,  efpecially  their  blues,  which  are  inferior  to  none. 
They  likewife  weave  cloths  of  the  palm-tree  leaves,  which  they 
fometimes  die,  but  oftener  wear  in  the  natural  colour,  which  is 
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fomewhat  higher  than  that  of  nankeen.  They  likcwife  make 
neat  mats  of  the  lame  fubllance. 

The  implements  of  the  forge  are  very  fimple.  The  bellows 
conhlbs  of  two  bags  of  rough  goats  Ikin,  with  a ibick  of  about 
three  feet  in  length,  fixed  perpendicularly  to  each,  and  alfo  a 
horizontal  tube  (an  old  gun- barrel)  to  convey  the  air  from  the 
bag,  through  a little  clay  party-wall,  to  the  fire.  While  the 
fmith  is  at  work,  a boy  hclds  a flick  in  each  hand,  blowing  the 
fire  with  alternate  puffs,  fo  that  the  air  is  expelled  and  drawn  in 
by  turns  through  the  two  pipes,  there  being  no  other  commu- 
nication with  the  bags.  In  this  way  they  contrive  to  make  a 
welding  heat,  and  fabricate  not  only  the  neceffary  implements 
of  hufbandr)’,  but  carpenter’s  tools,  cutlafTes,  fpears,  and  other 
weapons.  The  anvil  is  of  flone,  or  an  old  iron  cannon; 
and  the  hammer  is  a thick  piece  of  rounded  iron,  of  about  a foot 
in  length,  which  they  hold  by  one  end.  Befides  blackfmiths, 
there  are  a fort  of  braziers  or  filverfmiths,  who  make  maniilas 
or  bracelets,  handles  to  cutlafTes,  rings  for  the  fingers,  and  other 
trinkets  of  brafs  or  filver,  which  they  melt  in  crucibles^  of  their 
own  making. 

The  cookery  of  the  Dahomans  ought  not  to  efcape  our  notice. 
Their  diihes  are  few,  but  excellent : of  thofe,  black-foup  is  the 
chief.  It  is  made  either  of  flefh  or  fifh,  with  a variety  of 
mucilaginous  vegetables,  well  feafoned  with  pepper  and  fait,  and 
d enriched 

* They  make  likewife  earthen  pots  for  boiling  provifions,  water-jars,  and 
other  utenfUs,  of  the  fame  materials. 
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enriched  with  palm-oil.  -f*  This  difh  is  likewife  feafoned  with 
an  ingredient  which  is  made  of  the  feeds  of  a tree  called,  in  the 
country,  wild  tamarind,  fomewhat  refembling  thofe  of  the 
cucumber.  Thefe  are  prepared  by  fermentation,  and  formed 
into  a mafs  of  as  high  a relifh  as  affafoetida,  but  of  which  a 
fmall  quantity  dilTolved  in  the  foup,  gives  it  an  exquilite  flavour. 
Their  bread  is  of  maize  or  millet,  fometimes  boiled  into  a ftiif 
pudding,  and  fometimes  baked,  either  with  or  without  leaven : 
they  make  alfo  a very  light  white  and  delicate  fermented  bread 
of  calavanfes,  firfi:  ftripped  of  the  hufks,  and  a kind  of  pafte 
or  flummery  of  fermented  Indian  corn,  not  unlike  blanc-mange, 
though  not  fo  adheflve. 

So  much  was  thought  necelTary,  to  give  the  reader  fome  idea 
of  this  Angular  people,  previous  to  the  entering  upon  the  reigns 
of  their  Kings  ; where  many  other  particulars,  no  lefs  curious, 
will  be  found,  and  from  which  we  fliall  detain  our  readers  no 
longer. 


d'  The  butter  of  the  country  ; as  different  from  that  in  an  apothecary’s  fhop 
as  new  butter  from  that  which  by  age  has  become  rancid  and  of  different 
colours. 
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PART  THE  FIRST. 


C H A P.  I. 

T^HE  Dahomans  were  formerly  called  Foys,  and  inhabited 
a fmall  territory,  on  the  north-eafl  part  of  their  prcfent  king- 
dom, whofe  capital,  Dawhee^  lay  between  the  towns  of 
Calmina  and  Abomey,.^ at  about  90  miles  from  the  fea-coaft. 

Early  in  the  laft  century,  Tacoodonou,  chief  of  the  Foys, 
having,  at  the  time  of  his  feftivals,  murdered  a neighbouring 
prince,  who  was  with  him  on  a friendly  vifit,  feized  on  his 
chief  tcttvn,  Calmina,  and  foon  after  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  his  kmgdom. 

Thus  ftrengthened,  he  dared  to  wage  war  again  ft  a more 
powerful  ftate,  to  the  northward  of  Foy,  and  laid  fiege  to 
Abomey,  its  capital  j but  meeting  here  with  more  reftftance 
than  he  expected,  he  made  a vow,  if  he  fhould  prove  fuccefsful, 
B that 
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that  he  would  facrifice  Da,  its  prince,  to  the  Fetifche,  or  deity, 
whofe  fuccour  he  then  implored. 

At  length,  having  reduced  the  town,  and  captured  the  unfor- 
tunate prince,  he  built  a large  palace  at  Abomey,  in  memory 
of  his  vidlory.  And  now  it  was  that  he  fulfilled  his  vow,  by 
ripping  open  the  belly  of  his  royal  captive : after  which  he 
difplayed  the  body  on  the  foundation  of  the  palace  he  was 
buildings  and  carrying  on  the  wall  over  it,  he  named  the 
ftrudture,  when  finifhed.  Da-homy,  or  the  houfe  in  Da’s  belly 

The  conquefl:  of  Abomey  happened  about  the  year  1625; 
after  which,  Tacoodonou  fixed  his  refidence  in  that  town, 
afiuming  the  title  of  King  of  Dahomy.  His  fubjedts  changed 
the  name  of  Foys  for  that  of  Dahomans ; and  at  the  prefent 
hour,  their  former  appellation,  except  amongft  a few  of  the 
inland  people,  feems  quite  forgot. 

Nothing  further  is  related  of  Tacoodonou ; nor,  indeed,  of 
his  two  immediate  fucceffors,  Adahoonzou,  and  Weebaigah, 
except  that  the  former  afcended  the  throne  about  the  year  1650, 
and  the  latter  thirty  years  after. 

It  is  not  till  the  reign  of  Guadja  Trudo,  who  fucceeded 
Weebaigah  in  1708,  that  any  thing  is  precifely  known  about 
this  extraordinary  people.  All  before  this  time  ftands  on  the 
ground  of  tradition,  which  is  ever  more  or  lefs  precarious,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  relators,  and  the  frequency  of 
the  narration.  Among  the  Dahomans,  for  reafons  afligned  in 

the 
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the  Intrcdudion,  lubjedls  of  this  nature  are  little  known,  and 
lefs  difculfed. 

But  when  the  adive  fpirit  of  Trudo  began  to  threaten 
the  maritime  dates,  his  neighbours,  it  quickly  attraded  the 
attention  of  the  Europeans,  whom  commerce  had  brought  and 
fettled  amongd  them.  It  was  then  that,  by  the  affiftance  of 
writing,  each  tranfient  fad  was  fixed,  and  fcattered  infor- 
mation colleded  into  a body;  it  was  then  that  tradition  gave 
place  to  record,  and  legend  to  hiltory. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  memoirs  of  this  enterprifing  and 
warlike  Prince,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  take  a flight  political 
view  of  the  dates  around  him,  as  they  dood  about  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  the  better  to  form  ajudgment  of  the  feveral 
tranfadions  that  are  to  pafs  in  review  before  us. 

In  doing  this,  let  us  begin  on  the  coad,  with  Goto  orQuitta, 
to  the  well ; which  is  a fmall  kingdom,  whofe  prince,  about 
Bofman’s  time,  redded  at  the  village  of  Quitta,  called  alfo  Goto 
and  Verbun,  and  was  at  continual  war  with  its  neighbours,  the 
Popoes,  with  various  fuccefs. 

Little  Popo  joins  Quitta  to  the  eadward.  This  is  a fmall 
but  very  warlike  kingdom,  the  remains  of  the  Acras,  who 
were  driven  out  of  their  own  territories  on  the  Gold  Goad,  by 
the  Aquamboes,  in  i6So.  They  were  in  alliance,  at  times, 
with  Ardra,  and  fought  her  battles  againd  Odra,  and  even 
\Vhydah  itfelf.  They  were  at  continual  war  with  the  Quittas, 
which  was  fomented  by  the  King  of  Aquamboe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  direding  the  attention  of  both  from  his  gold  mines  ; 
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and  he  managed  this  contention  fo  cunningly,  that  he  TufFered 
neither  nation  to  prevail  too  much  over  the  other.  Indeed, 
during  the  diiTenhons  at  Aquamboe,  in  1700,  Popo  prevailed, 
and  drove  the  Qaittas  out  of  their  country  j but  they  were, 
fomehow,  reinftated  not  long  after. 

Both  thefe  countries  are  flat,  the  foil  poor  and  Tandy, 
with  few  trees,  except  palms  and  wild  cocoas.  They  have, 
indeed,  fome  cattle  and  filh,  but  moft  at  Quitta;^  fo  that 
this  and  Great  Popo  were  then  frequently  obliged  to  the 
Whydahs  for  fubfi (fence;  from  whom,  though  their  enemies, 
they  always  found  means  to  fmuggle  as  much  as  they  were  in 
need  of. 

Great  Popo  joins  to  Little  Popo.  The  country  is  more 
fertile;  and  the  city,  which  is  very  large,  is  fituated  in  a marfhy 
lake  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Toree.  This  city  is,  from  its 
fituation,  very  ftrong ; as  a proof  of  which,  when  befleged  by 
the  Ardras,  aflifted  by  the  French  (hipping,  it  was  able  to 
repulfe  them  both  with  great  lofs.  In  1682,  this  people  was 
at  war  with  both  Qiiitta  and  Whydah ; but,  from  prudential 
motives,  they  made  a temporary  peace  with  the  latter,  and 
obtained  its  afliftance  againfl:  the  former.  Some  writers 
confider  Qiiitta,  Popo,  and  Whydah,  as  difraemberments  of 
Ardra,  with  which  kingdom,  however,  they  are  not  more  often 
at  war,  than  they  are  with  one  another. 

Whydah 


At  prcfcnt,  provifion  is  more  plentiful;  they  bring  a number  of  fine 
cattle  from  the  inland  parts  of  Quitta. 
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Whydah  and  Ardra  were  the  two  greateft  maritime  dates 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dahomy^;  rivals  in  trade,  and  con- 
lequently  ever  jealous  of  each  other.  The  people  of  Whydah, 
• at  that  time,  are  defcribed  as  the  mod  polite  and  civilized  of 
any  on  the  whole  coad-f-;  thofe  of  Ardra  being  much  more 
infolent  and  mercenary. 

The  country  of  Whydah  is  the  very  reverfe  of  thofe  already 
mentioned,  being,  for  beauty  and  fertility,  almod  beyond 
delcription  ; and,  before  the  invafion  of  the  Dahomans,  was  fo- 
populous,  that  one  village  contained  as  many  inhabitants  as  a 
whole  kingdom  on  the  Gold  Coad:|:.  It  was  reputed,  that 
the  Whydahs  were  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  two  hundred 
thoufand  ededlive  men. 

The  country  of  Ardra  is  no  lefs  beautiful  than  that  of  its 
neighbour;  but  this  abounds  with  hill  and  dale,  whereas  the 
former  is  one  uniform  furface,  one  great  park.  Nor  was  this 
kingdom  lefs  formidable  than  Whydah,  before  the  incurfions  of 
the  Eyeos  in  the  year  1698.  Even  at  the  time  in  queftion  her 
power  was  very  confiderable  ; for  we  find,  when  invaded  by 
Dahomy,  her  army,  confided  of  more  than  fifty  thoufand  men. 

Yet 

• The  trade  here  was  very  confiderable,  this  being  the  principal  part  of  all 
the  Guinea  Coaft  for  Haves,  in  its  flouriflaing  ftate,  there  was  above  20,000 
negroes  yearly  exported,  from  this  and  the  neighbouring  places,  to  the  feveral 
European  plantations.  Vide  Snelgra'-^/i  Account  of  Guinea,  p.  2. 

q-  Snelgrave  ccmplains  cf  the  thievery  of  the  common  people,  which  it  was 
hardly  pouible  to  guard  againft,  fo  bold  and  dexterous  v/ere  they  at  it  ; though 
they  knew  that,  if  taken  in  the  faef,  they  became  the  Haves  of  thofe  they  had 
plundered.  Snog.  p.  3. 

t B'jfman's  Defcriptlcn  of  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  p.  315. 
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Yet  both  thefe  nations  are  branded  by  Bofman  with  pufilla- 
nimity,  who  tells  us,  they  employed  mercenary  foldiers,  fuch 
as  the  Aquamboes,  or  other  Gold  Coaft  negroes,  to  fight  their 
battles'^  : which  we  fiiall  find  to  be  true.  • 

The  capital  of  Whydah  was  then  Xavier  or  Sabee,  feven  or 
eight  milesj:  from  the  beach ; that  of  Ardra  was  a town  of 
the  fame  name,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  fea.  This  mufi: 
be  diftinguifhed  from  another  Ardra,  or  Alladah,  which  is  alfo 
a great  town  on  the  road  from  Whydah  to  Calmina.  As  both 
thefe  countries  are  particularly  defcribed  in  other  parts  of  this 
work,  it  will  be  unnecefifary  to  enlarge  on  thefubjedt  here.  And 
with  refpedl  to  the  feveral  fmall  and  independent  fates,  inter- 
fperfed  amongfi:  thofe  we  have  already  mentioned,  fuch  as 
Toree,  Weemey,  Offra,  or  Little  Ardra,  &c.  it  will  be  fufii- 
cient,  in  this  place,  to  refer  our  readers  to  the  map,  for  their 
refpedtive  fituations  ; referving  their  political, connexions  till 
they  become  of  fufficient  confequence  to  be  taken  notice  of  in 
our  hiflory. 

Of  the  inland  kingdoms,  that  to  the  weft  of  Dahomy  is 
called  Mahee  ; that  to  the  north-eaft,  Eyeo.  Snelgrave  calls 
the  former  of  thefe  Yahoo  j but  as  there  was  little  of  either  of 
thefe  known  before  the  reign  of.  Trudo,  their  defcription  pro- 
perly belongs  to  the  Hifory.  The  Tappahs,  to  the  north-eaft 
of  Eyeo,  were  unknown  in  his  time ; and  indeed  till  very 
lately,  when  they  made  themfelves  as  formidable  to  the  Eyeos, 
as  thefe  to  all  the  fouthern  nations. 

Such 


^ Boftnau,  315. 

X About  feven  miles. — Sne/g.  a.  The  Englifh  fort  was  then  about  a 
league  from  the  fhore,  and  Sabee  about  five  miles  to  the  north  of  it. 
iSW/A’b  New  Voyage  to  Guinea,  pages  166,  l6g. 
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Such  were  the  ftates  around  Dahomy,  and  fuch  their  jarring 
and  divided  interefls,  about  the  time  of  the  acceffion  of  Trudo ; 
where  a new  fcene  opens,  that  difplays  to  wifer  nations,  how 
foon  a fmall  ftate  may  become  too  formidable,  and  how  neceflary 
to  their  own  prefervation  are  thofe  alliances,  that  maintain  in 
equilibrio  the  balance  of  power. 


CHAP.  II. 

Trudo  begins  to  reign — His  early  conqiiejls — 'EmbaJJy  to  the 
maritime  Jlates — Attacks  and  conquers  Ardra. 

GuADJA  Trudo,  fometimes  called  Trudo  Audati,  afcended 
the  throne  of  Dahomy  in  the  year  1708,  being  then  about 
nineteen  years  of  age.  The  hiftory  of  the  early  part  of  his 
life  has  not  reached  us  j but  if  we  conlider  his  inland  con- 
quers, previous  to  the  turning  his  arms  againft  the  nations 
along  the  coalf,  we  mu  ft  confefs  he  had  already  merited  the 
name  of  a great  commander.  Many  of  thefe  are  mentioned 
by  the  natives,  and  amongft  others  Didouma  and  Povey,  lying 
to  the  north-weft  of  Dahomy ; the  latter  of  which  muft  have 
been  very  confiderable,  fince  he  afligned  it  as  a patrimony  to 
the  heir-apparent.* 

A very  little  experience  muft  have  taught  fuch  a mind  as  that 
of  Trudo,  how  much  more  effective  in  war  were  the  European 

weapons^ 

• The  King’s  e’.deft  fen  is  the  heir  apparent ; though,  for  reafons  of  ftate, 
the  Miniftfrs,  after  the  King’s  death,  may  alter  the  order  offuccelGon. 
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weapons,  than  thofe  ufed  by  the  inland  people  of  Africa  ; and 
this  muft  have  fuggefted  to  him  the  advantage  of  a fea-coaft, 
where  only  thofe  weapons  were  to  be  obtained.  For,  as  to  the 
fupply,  that  might  be  procured  through  the  hands  of  the 
maritime  nations,  it  was  at  heft  precarious.  Their  jealoufy 
might  wilh  to  keep  from  others  the  means  of  becoming  as 
formidable  as  they  fuppofed  themfelves  to  be;  and  fo  they 
might  either  refufe  to  furnifli  him  at  all,  or  they  might  fet  fo 
high  a price  upon  them,  as  would  amount  to  a prohibition. 
This  made  him  determine  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  a part  of 
the  coafl: ; but,  previous  to  this  undertaking,  the  event  of 
which  was  uncertain,  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  his  principal 
end  by  negociation.  He  fent  ambafladors  to  Ardra  and 
Whydah,  to  whofe  very  borders  he  had  already  extended  his 
conquejfs,  requefling  an  open  traffic  to  the  fea-fide,  offering 
at  the  fame  time  to  pay  the  cuftomary  duties.  This,  as  he 
probably  expeded,  was  peremptorily  refufed  j which  furniffied 
him  with  a pretence  for  obtaining  his  deiire  by  force,  when  he 
ffiould  find  a proper  opportunity.  Nor  was  it  long  before 
fuch  an  opportunity  offered,  as  ferved  not  only  to  conceal  his 
real  motive,  but  even  to  make  it  appear  highly  laudable  and 
dilinterefted. 

The  European  traffic  had  long  increafed  the  riches  and 
arrogance  of-  the  maritime  flates,  fo  that  both  whites  and 
blacks  alike  experienced  the  infolence  and  oppreffion  of  their 
Kings  and  Caboceers.  In  Ardra,  particularly,  the  duties  had 
been  conliderably  raifcd,  and  feveral  impofitions  pradifed  : 
the  King  had  feized  on  a white  fadtor,  fent  to  him  from  the 
Englilh  governor  at  Vv^hydah,  and  had  now  detained  him 
as  a llave,  two  years,  under  pretence  of  a debt  due  to  him  by 
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the  African  Company;  but  at  length  his  ill-treatment  of  his 
own  brother  excited  a refentment  which  quickly  put  an  end 
to  his  oppreiTion. 

This  injured  Prince,  whofe  name  was  Huffar,  applied  to 
Trudo,  poiniing  out  the  many  wrongs  he  had  fuffered  from 
the  King  of  Ardra,  his  brother,  and  offering  him  a large  fum 
of  money  to  revenge  them.  This  propofal  was  too  agreeable 
to  be  rejedled.  Trudo  was  then  fettling  his  new  conquefls; 
but  laying  alide  all  other  thoughts,  he  immediately  raifed  a 
conliderable  army,  which  he  fent  off,  under  his  general,  to 
Ardra,  with  no  lefs  fecrecy  than  expedition. 

The  King  of  Ardra,  however,  by  fome  means  obtained 
intelligence  of  his  defign ; and  without  delay  difpatched  am- 
halj'adors  to  Whydah,  reprefen  ting  this  intended  invafion  as 
the  common  caufe,  and  intreating  immediate  affiftance.  Why- 
dah, abandoned  to  faction,  and  devoid  of  council,  could  only 
conlider  Ardra  as  a powerful  rival,  that  often  interrupted 
her  trade,  and  whofe  deftrudion  was  rather  to  be  wifhed 
for  than  prevented.  She  therefore  refufed  the  ambaffador’s 
requelf;  and,  by  conniving  at  her  neighbour’s  deffrudion,  added 
force  to  the  vidor’s  arm,  which  foon  after  was  direded  againlb 
herfelf. 

Ardra,  difappointed,  but  not  difmayed,  prepared  to  meet 
■the  enemy  with  a determined  refolution.  Her  army  confifled 
of  about  fifty  thoufand  men.  The  conflid  was  as  obfiinate  as 
it  was  ilnrp  and  terrible.  They  oppofed  the  Dahomans  three 
days ; and  it  was  not  till  their  king  was  killed,,  or  taken 
C prifoner. 
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prifoner  that  vidory  declared  againfi;  them.  They  then 
gave  way.  In  the  rout  the  conquerors  made  a moft  terrible 
carnage,  and  took  upwards  of  eight  thoufand  prifoners  j whilfl: 
thofe  who  could  efcape,  fled,  with  theutmofl  precipitation,  to 
the  woods  and  other  places  where  they  could  find  fhelter. 

Amongfi:  the  prifoners  was  the  white  man,  formerly  men- 
tioned, whofe  name  was  Bulfinch  Lambe.  He  was  treated  very 
kindly  by  the  Dahomans  j but  detained  prifoner,  and  fent  up 
to  Abomey,  where  Trudo,  though  he  would  not  part  with  him 
for  a long  time,  gave  him  a houfe  and  fervants  to  attend  him, 
with  every  other  accommodation  in  his  power.  From  Lambe 
we  have  accounts  of  the  riches  and  prowefs  of  this  great  prince ; 
that  he  abounded  in  plate,  wrought  gold,  and  other  fumptuous 
articles;  that  he  had  five  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  fome  of 
which  weighed  upwards  of  a thoufand  weight  -f-,  which  he 
took  great  delight  in  firing  twice  round  every  market-day 
that  he  was  very  liberal,  but  withal  vain  and  proud,  and  con- 
fidered  the  having  white  men  about  him  as  a great  addition  to  his 
grandeur ; on  which  account  he  had  formerly  bought  of  the 
Popoes  an  old  Mulatto  Portuguefe,  at  the  rate  of  near  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  who  together  with  Lambe  were  always  feated, 
befide  him,  when  he  made  his  public  appearance.  It  was  from 
this  Portuguefe,  probably,  that  Capt.  Snelgrave  obtained  the 

account 

* Smith  fays,  he  was  killed  before  his  palace-gate;  Snelgrave  that 
he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  beheaded.  Smith's  Voyage,  p.  170;  Snelgrave,  p.  7. 

f It  does  not  appear  whence  thefe  cannon  were  brought,  nor  how  they 
were  obtained.  They  were,  probably,  the  fpoils  of  the  forts  at  Ardra.  If  fo,  it 
Ihows  the  vigour  of  the  Dahomans,  in  having  already  tranfported  fo  many 
heavy  weights  to  fuch  a diftance,  Lambe’s  letter  being  dated  Nov.  27,  1724. 
Vide  Smith's  Voyage,  p.  171. 
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account  of  the  Eyeo  invafion,  mentioned  in  the  next  Chapter 
for,  at  the  time  the  Captain  was  at  Trudo’s  camp,  at  Ardra, 
which  was  in  1727,  Lambe  had  been  gone  about  a year.  The 
King  had  fent  him  to  England  with  rich  prefents,  in  order  to 
bring  white  men  to  fettle  in  Dahomy  j but  he  never  returned. 

The  land  of  Jaquin,  which  formed  part  of  the  fea-coaft  of 
Ardra,  had  an  hereditary  governor,  tributary  to  the  King  of 
Ardra,  to  whom  he  annually  paid  a certain  number  of  loaves  of 
fait,  of  which  great  quantities  are  made  here.  On  the  con- 
queif  of  Ardra,  the  lord  of  Jaquin  fent  his  fubmiffion  to  Trudo, 
otfering  him  the  fame  tribute  he  had  ufually  paid  to  the  con- 
quered king.  This  the  King  of  Dahomy  readily  accepted, 
tliinking,  as  he  was  now  in  pofTeflion  of  a free  paflage  to  the  fea- 
coalh,  the  Jaquins  might  be  ufeful,  from  their  knowledge  of 
trade,  in  furniihing  him  with  a conflant  fupply  of  arms  and 
gunpowder  to  carry  on  his  intended  conquefts.  Befides,  as  thefe 
people  were  enemies  to  the  Whydahs,  whom  they  confidered 
as  rivals  in  their  trade,  he  thought  they  would  be  no  lefs  ufeful 
in  his  deligns  upon  that  kingdom. -f* 

And  here  again  the  policy  of  Trudo  is  difplayed ; who, 
though  in  other  inflances  he  had  endeavoured  to  fecure  his 
conquefls  by  a terrible  deftrudtion  of  the  nations  he  had  fubdued, 
knew  his  interefls  too  well,  to  treat  the  people  of  this  country 
in  like  manner  j at  leaf!  till  he  fhould  have  no  further  need  of 
them. 

C 2 CHAP. 

* Snelgrave  fays,  the  Portuguefe  Mulatto,  who  informed  him  of  this  tranf- 
aAion,  was  taken  in  the  Ardra  warj  but  it  is  moft  probable  that  Lambe’s 
account  is  right.  V.  Smith,  p.  176,  177, 

t Snt.'^ave,  p.20. 
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CHA  P.  III. 

Account  of  the  Eyeos — The  tenure  under  %vhich  their  King  holds 
his  government — Their  former  invafon  of  Ardra — Invade  Da- 
homy — Are  defeated  by  fratagejn — Terrible  to  the  Dahomans 
— Trudo’j-  intention i if  they  foould  return. 

The  kingdom  of  Eyeo*'  lies  many  days  journey  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Abomey,  beyond  a great  and  famous  lake,  the 
fountain  of  feveral  large  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
Bay  of  Guinea. -f-  The  people  are  numerous  and  warlike,  and, 
what  is  here  lingular,  their  armies  totally  confift  of  cavalry ; 
and  as  every  favage  nation  has  fome  cruel  method  of  rendering 
themfelves  dreadful  to  their  enemies,  this  people  were  faid  to 
have  a cuflom  of  cutting  of  the  privities  of  thofe  they  have  llain 
in  battle;  and  that  no  one  dared,  on  pain  of  death,  to  take  an 
enemy  prifoner,  that  was  not  furniihed  with  a hundred  of  thefe 
trophies. :J; 

The  Eyeos  are  governed  by  a king,  no  lefs  abfolute  than  the 
King  of  Dahomy,  yet  fubjedl  to  a regulation  of  ftate,  at  once 
humiliating  and  extraordinary.  When  the  people  have  con- 
ceived an  opinion  of  his  ill  government,  which  is  fometimes 
infidioufly  infufed  into  them,  by  the  artifice  of  his  difeontented . 
minifters,  they  fend  a deputation  to  him,  with  a prefent  of 

parrots 

- Called  Oyeo,  Okyou. — Barbot,  See.  Probably  this  may  be  the  kingdom 
of  Gago,  which  lies  to  the  northward  of  Dahomy,  eight  or  ten  days  journey. 
The  Moorifh  afpirated  found  of  G being  nearly  like  a hard  H,  as  in  the  word 
Gecrgty  fpelt  Jorje  by  the  Spaniards,  and  pronounced  Horke,  or  Horche; 
whence  Gago  may  have  been  founded  Haho,  Haiho,  or  Haiko. 

-p  SnelgraVf,  p.  55. 

X Bofmart,  p.  374* 
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parrots  eggs,  as  a mark  of  Its  authenticity,  to  reprefent  to  him 
that  the  burden  of  government  muft  have  fo  far  fatigued  him, 
that  they  conlider  it  full  time  for  him  to  repofe  from  his  cares, 
and  Indulge  himfelf  with  a little  deep.  He  thanks  his  fubjedls 
lor  their  attention  to  his  eafe ; retires  to  his  apartment,  as  if  to 
deep ; and  there  gives  diredlions  to  his  women  to  ftrangle  him. 
This  is  immediately  executed  ; and  his  Ton  quietly  afcends  the 
throne,  upon  the  ufual  terms,  of  holding  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment no  longer  than  whilft  he  merits  the  approbation  of  the 
people.* 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  fird  inland 'nation  In  this  part  of 
Africa,  of  which  the  Europeans  had  any  intimation,  Bofman 
fpeaks  of  an  invafion  of  Ardra,  in  1698,  by  a potent  inland 
people,  which  could,  from  his  defcription,  be  no  other  than  the 
Eyeos.  From  him  we  learn,  that  fome  of  the  Ardras,  who  had 
been  ill  treated  by  their  king,  or  his  caboceers,  dying  to  this  inland 
prince  for  redrels,  he  fent  an  ambadfador  to  remonllrate  with  the 
Ivingof  Ardra  on  the  fubjedt,  and  to  inform  him,  if  his  viceroys  and 
other  deputies  did  not  govern  the  people  morejuftly  and  tenderly, 
he  lliould  be  obliged,  however  unwilling,  to  interfere.  Ardra 
treated  the  monition  with  contempt,  and  put  the  ambadador  to 
death  i but  the  King  of  Eyeo  took-  a dreadful,  revenge:  his 
troops  poured  like  a torrent -f-  into  Ardra ; deflroyed  almofthalf 
the  kingdom  ; and,  what  marks  at  once  his  feverity  and  his 
julfice,  notwith (landing  his  general  had  obtained  fo  (ignal  a 
victory,  he  caufed  him  to  be  hanged,  on  his  return, . becaufe  he 

had 


* Mr.  X:rris. 

~ The  Whydahs,  fay  the  Eyeos,  invaded  Ardra  with  ten  hundred  thou= 
fend  hcrfe ; from  which,  without  takT.5  it  literal!)',  wc  may  fuppofe  the 
number  mure  have  been  irr.menfc.  We  fhall  fee,  further  on,  the  idea  of  the 
Dihonaans  about  the  number  of  an  Eyeo  army. 


liad  not  brought  with  him  the  King  of  Ardra,  who  was  the 
author  of  all  this  evil. 

It  was  this  nation  that,  fhortly  after  the  conquefl  of  Ardra, 
made  war  on  Trudo,  at  the  inftigation  of  feveral  fugitive  princes, 
whofe  fathers  had  been  conquered  and  flain  by  the  Dahomans. 
They  entered  Dahomy  with  an  immenfe  body  of  horfe,  amount- 
ing to  many  thoufands.  Trudo  immediately  left  Ardra  ; and, 
though  he  had  none  but  infantry*,  yet,  thefe  having  fire-arms, 
as  well  as  fvvords,  he  had  feme  hopes  that  he  might  at  lead  make 
a Hand  againil  them.  He  knew,  however,  that  they  were  well 
jnounted,  and  armed  with  bows,  javelins,  and  cutting  fwords ; 
that  they  were,  befides,  courageous,  and  had  fpread  terror 
through  the  adjacent  countries  j he  alfo  knew,  that  he  had  to 
contefi:  in  an  open  country,  where  horfe  would  have  every  advan- 
tage ; yet  all  this  could  not  damp  his  daring  fpirit.  He  marched 
boldly  to  face  the  enemy } and,  on  meeting  them,  fupported  fuch 
a fire  from  his  mufquetry  as  elfedually  affrighted  the  horfes,  fo 
that  their  riders  could  never  make  a regular  charge  on  the  Da- 
homans. Notwithftanding  this,  their  numbers  were  fo  great, 
and  the  difpute  fo  obftinate,  that,  after  fighting  for  four  days,  the 
troops  of  Dahomy  were  greatly  fatigued,  and  all  was  in  danger 
of  being  loff  : at  this  critical  moment  a ftratagem  entered  the 
mind  of  the  king,  worthy  of  the  mofl;  enlightened  general,  and 
which  has  been  feveral  times  pradfifed,  with  equal  fuccefs,  in 
times  both  ancient  and  modern. 

Trudo  had  inhis  camp  great  quantities  of  brandy,  at  that  time 
one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  French  trade  to  Guinea. 

This, 

7'hcre  arc  few  or  no  horfes  in  Dahomy.  Such  as  they  have  are  very  fmall ; 
which  indeed  was  the  cafe  with  the  inland  countries,  in  Leo’s  time  (about 
1492},  when  good  horfes,  from  the  north  of  Africa,  were  bought  up  at  Gago, 
at  a high  price  ; perhaps  with  intention  to  improve  the  breed,  and  eftablifh  a 
numerous  cavalry. 


HISTORY  OF  DAHOMY. 


15 


This,  with  many  valuable  goods,  he  contrived  to  leave  in  a town, 
adjacent  to  his  camp,  and  under  favour  of  the  night  withdrew  to 
a convenient  diftance.  In  the  morning  the  Eyeos,  feeing  the 
enemy  fled,  fecure  of  vidlory,  began  to  burn  and  plunder  the 
town,  and  to  indulge  themfelves  very  freely  with  the  treacherous 
liquor : this  foon  intoxicated,  and  fpread  the  ground  with  the 
major  part  of  their  army.  At  this  jundlure,  the  Dahomans,  who* 
had  timely  intimation  of  the  enemy’s  diforder,  fell  upon  them 
with  redoubled  fury,  deftroyed  a great  number,  completely  routed 
the  reft;  and  thofe  that  efcaped,  owed  their  fafety  to  their  horfes.^ 

In  this  manner  did  Trudo  happily  clear  his  country  of 
very  formidable  enemy  j but  however  he  might  conflder  himfelf 
victorious  in  theprefent  inflance,  he  knew  there  was  every  thing 
to  be  feared  from  the  inroads  of  fuch  a numerous  nation,  and 
that  too  a nation  of  horfemen.  He,  therefore,  with  a forefight 
that  did  him  much  honour,  fent  ambaffadors  with  many  prefents 
to  the  King  of  Eyeo,  to  avert  his  further  anger ; but,  without 
depending  too  much  on  their  fuccefs,  he  laid  his  plans,  in  cafe  of 
another  invafion.  He  knew  that  the  Fetifche  of  the  Eyeos  was 
the  fea ; and  that  themfelves,  and  their  king,  were  threatened 
with  death,  by  the  priefts,  if  they  ever  dared  to  look  on  it : he 
therefore  refolved,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  defeated  by  them  in  a fu- 
ture battle,  to  repair  with  his  people  to  the  fea-coafi;  for  fecurity, 
and  leave  the  upland  towns  and  country  to  their  difpofal ; in 
which  he  knew  they  could  not  remain  after  they  had  deftroyed 
the  forage  j and  that  all  the  damage  they  might  otherwife  do,  to 
thatched  houfes  and  mud  walls,  would  eafily  be  repaired. 

CHAP.. 

* The  Dahomans  pretend,  that  in  their  Right,  the  terror  and  precipitation 
of  the  Eyeos  was  fo  violent,  that  great  numbers  tumbled  into,  and  filled  up 
part  or  the  deep  moat  which  furrounds  Abomey,  the  reft  making  themfelves  a 
bridge  of  their  bodies,  to  effect  their  efcape.  Ca^t.Fayrtr, 
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CHAP.  IV. 


■TrudoV  Dejign  againji  Whydah — Its  Government  at  thatthnc-^ 
Attacks  and  takes  the  northern  part—furprifes  the  reji — An- 
thropophagi. 


Every  thing  feems  to  have  remained  in  quiet  during  the  ftay 
ofMr.  Lambe  in  Dahomy,  w’hich  he  quitted  about  April,  1726^: 
for  though  the  King’s  mind  was  intent  on  the  chaftifement  and 
conqueft  of  Whydah,  he  had  been  hitherto  prevented  from  car- 
rying his  defign  into  execution,  partly  by  the  perfuahons  of 
Lambe,  partly  by  the  difficulty  of  the  enterprife.  On  the  one 
hand,  Lambe  prefen  ted  the  number  of  Whydahs  that  were  ufed  to 
hre-arms,  and  the  great  affifliance  they  would  derive  from  the 
forts,  as  well  as  from  the  fkill  of  the  white  people  fettled 
among  them  ; on  the  other,  the  King  was  fenfible  that  the 
enemy,  being  furrounded  with  rivers  and  fwamps,  would,  if  too 
hard  preffied,  eafily  take  to  the  iflands  and  faftneffies,  whither 
the  troops  of  Dahomy,  for  want  of  canoes,  and  fkill  to  manage 
them,  could  not  follow  : in  which  cafe  not  only  his  conqueft 
would  be  incomplete,  but  he  would  be  fubjedt  to  perpetual  ha- 
raffment  from  fuch  troublefome  neighbours. 


At  this  time  Whydah  was  governed  by  a weak  and  indolent 
prince,  who,  having  afeended  the  throne  at  the  age  of  14,  foon 

became 


* Snclgrave  was  at  Ardra  in  April,  1727  ; when  the  King  told  h-im,  Lambe 
had  been  gone  twelve  moons.  Snel.  Voyage,  p.67. 
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became  the  tool  of  a train  of  defigning  minifters.  They  flat  - 
tered his  natural  difpofition  for  difllpation  and  effeminacy,  as 
thefurefl  means  of  flaaring  his  power  and  now,  at  the  age  of 
thirty,  he  was  neither  qualified  for  the  council,  nor  the  field. 
His  indolence  and  indulgence  had  fwoln  him  to  an  enormous 
flze;  and,  conftantly  Ihut  up  in  hisferaglio,  amongfl  thoufands  of 
women,  over  whom  he  aflertedthe  moft  defpotic  fway,  he  vainly 
imagined  his  bulk  to  be  the  type  of  his  real  greatnefs.  Mean 
while  the  minifters  and  caboceers  around  him,  intent  on  their 
own  private  interefls,  divided  the  flate  into  a thoufand  different 
fidlions,  which,  added  to  the  natural  timidity  of  the  people,  the 
refalt  of  plenty,  long  eafe,  and  inadion,  expofed  it  as  a ready 
prey  to  any  invader. 

When  threatened  with  the  Dahoman  invafion,  this  vain  crea- 
ture made  fo  light  of  both  the  people  and  their  king,  that,  though 
it  is  the  conflant  cuflom  of  thefe  nations  to  deflroy  princes  and 
great  men  taken  in  war,  left  their  power  and  knowledge  fhould 
excite  the  conquered  nation  to  rebellion  ; yet,  in  bravado,  he  told 
Snelgrave,  he  would  not  even  cut  off  the  King  of  Dahomy’s 
head,  when  taken  ; but  would  keep  him  alive  as  a flave  in  one  of 
the  moll  contemptible  fituations  about  his  perfon.*  This  fool- 
iih  fpeech,  which,  no  doubt,  reached  the  ears  of  Trudo,  pro- 
bably helped  to  exafperate  him.  Accordingly,  when  he  had 
made  the  necellary  preparations,  he  flrft  attacked  the  northern 
part  of  the  kingdom,  which  was  under  the  hereditary  govern- 
ment of  a great  lord,  then  called  Appragah,  who  forthwith 
fent  to  the  King  of  Whydah  for  afliflance ; but,  through  the 
interelf  of  his  enemies  at  court,  was,  mofl  flrangely,  refufed. 
Whereupon,  after  a flight  refi fiance,  Appragah  fubmitted  to 

D and 


Snelgrave t p.  6. 
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and  was  kindly  received  by  the  King  of  Dahomy,  who  afterwards 
reinflated  him  in  his  polTeffions. 

The  conqueror  immediately  prepared  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart  of  the  country.  For  which  purpofe  he  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  a river  that  runs  about  half  a mile  to  the  northward  of 
Sabee  or  Xavier,  the  capital  of  Whydah.'""  Here  he  expedited 
a vigorous  oppofition  : for,  having  neither  boats  nor  boatmen, 
his  army  could  only  pafs  the  river  by  fording  ; and  even  this 
was  not  pradticable,  except  at  one  place,  which  500  refolute 
men  could  eafily  have  defended  againft  the  efforts  of  his  whole 
array.  But  he  was  deceived  ; for  infcead  of  ufing  the  neceflary 
precaution  to  prevent  the  incuriions  of  fo  dreadful  an  enemy, 
the  Whydahs  left  the  pafs  to  the  care  of  the  Snake,  their  Fe- 
tifche  or  God  : to  whom  they  ficrificed  night  and  morning, 
praying  him  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  eroding  the  river.  And 
fatisfied  with  this,  they  even  omitted,  which  is  fcarcely  credible, 
to  keep  fo  much  as  a guard  there. 

Trudo,  probably  fuppofing  his  whole  force  might  be  neceffary 
for  this  enterprife,  had  left  the  condudl  of  this  part  of  his  army  to 
his  general,  and  was  gone  to  bring  down  the  other  part,  which  was 
encamped  at  his  head-quarters  at  Ardraj  having  firft  fentan  inti- 
mation to  the  European  fadors,  as  he  had  formerly  done  to  thofe 
at  Ardra,  that  he  expeded  them  to  remain  neuter,  under 
pain  of  his  refentment.  The  general,  obferving  the  enemies 
negled,  ordered  200  men  to  try  the  ford;  which  having  done 
unmolefted,  they,  being  refolute  fellows,  immediately  pro- 
ceeded on  to  the  town,  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  fliout- 
ing  and  founding  their  war  mufic  all  the  way.  This  happening 

about. 


Snc'gmvr,  p.  ic. 
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About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  out-guards  of  the  town 
were  alnioll  all  fill  afleep ; but  being  awakened  by  the  noife, 
they  fled  into  the  town,  crying  out,  that  all  the  Dahoman 
army  had  palled  the  river.  This  no  looner  was  announced, 
than  king  and  people  began  to  decamp  ; and  in  a very  fhort 
time  the  flelds  were  covered  with  men,  women,  and  children, 
flying  from  all  parts  towards  the  fea-fide.  The  King,  and 
manv  of  his  train,  by  the  help  of  canoes,  got  fife  to  the  iflands 
near  Popo;  but  numbers,  who  could  not  obtain  that  conveyance, 
were,  in  their  hurry,  drowned,  in  attempting  to  fwim  over 
to  them.  Thofe  flain  and  made  prifoners  were  innumerable  j 
and  thoulands,  who  Iheltered  themfelves  up  and  down  the 
country  among  the  bullies,  afterwards  periflied  by  fword  and 
famine. 

The  Dahoman  general  could  not  believe  the  reports  that 
were  brought  him  of  his  good  fortune;  nor  fcarce  truft  to  the 
evidence  of  his  own  fenfes,  when,  after  having  condufted  over 
the  remainder  of  his  army,  which  he  did  the  fame  evening,  he 
faw  the  truth  connrmed,  “ that  two  hundred  foldicrs  had  put 
“ to  flight  a nation,  capable  of  oppofing  them  with  a thoufand 
“ men  to  one  fo  wretched  a creature  is  man,  when  enervated 
by  luxury,  indolence,  and  fervile  paflions ! 

There  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  this  imbecility  of 
mind,  this  panic  fear  with  which  the  whole  of  fo  great  a 
nation  mull  have  been  ftruck,  on  fuch  a trifling  alarm.  Though 
they  pretended  afterwards,  when  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
efcaped,  were  upbraided  with  thccowardly  manner  in  which  they 
had  deferted  their  country,  that  it  was  “ for  fear  of  being 
eaten  ; that  the  Dahomans  were  cannibals,  whom  no- 
D 2 “ thing 
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thing  could  refift  ; and  that  the  thought  of  being  devoured  h-y 
“ their  own  fpecies,  was  far  more  terrible  to  them  than  their 
“ npprehenfions  about  being  killed.”"*' 

Snelgrave  flrongly  inclines  to  believe  that  the  Dahomaas 
were  indeed  anthropophagi ; •f*  and  this  idea  is  as  flrongly 
combated  by  Atkins.  :|;  The  former  fupports  his  opinion  not 
only  on  the  reports  of  credible  witneffes,  but  from  a very  natural- 
indudlion,  ‘‘  That  thofe  who  could  fo  cruelly  facrifice  their 
“ fellow-creatures  as  the  Dahomans  do,  might  probably  carry 
“ their  barbarity  a degree  farther.”  The  other  founds  his 
objeftions  merely  on  the  opinion,  that  fuch  praflice  is  unna- 
tural ; but  late  voyages  have  (hewn  the  eating  of  the  flelh  of 
enemies  to  be  very  common.  Befides,  Atkins  himfelf  allows, 
that  amongd;  favages  “ fingle  indances  may  have  been,  as  their 
“ way  to  exprefs  an  intenfe  malice  againft  a particular  enemy, 

“ and  in  terrorem,  die.’"  which  is  enough  for  Snelgrave’s  pur- 
pofe,  as  he  only  lays  a ftrefs  on  enemies  eaten  folemnly  at  their 
facrifices,  which  has  an  equal  juftification.  Though  it  is  to 
be  noted,  that  he  mentions  the  fale  of  human  fledi  in  the 
market,  on  the  evidence  of  a Mr.  More,  furgeon  of  a fliip  in 
that  trade : which  Atkins,  not  knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  it, 
would  turn  into  a miferable  pun,  viz.  that  it  meant  the  fale  of 
living  flefli,  or  flaves. 

But  whether  this  idea  were  true  or  falfe,  it  could  plead  no- 
thing in  excufe  for  the  flight  of  feveral  thoufand  men  from  fo 

fmall 

* Sue/,  p.  42.  t P*  51*  et  fcq.  X -Atkins's  Voy.  to  Guinea,  p.  122,  et  feq. . 

N umbcrlcfs  inftances  arc  found,  in  voyages,  of  this  feemingly  unnatural  cuf- 
tom;  though  even  the  probability  of  it  has  been  contefted  by  Dampicr  and 
ethers,  as  well  as  Atkins.  Vide  Dampier,  Voyage  round  the  World,  4.th, 
'dit.  p.  484,  5.  But  this  is  opinion  againft  teftimony. 
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fmall  a number;  and  there  is  nothing  but  our  fympathy  for 
the  imbecility  of  human  nature,  and  our  pity  for  the  mifery  in 
which  it  involved  this  people,  that  can  make  us  look  with 
patienice  on  the  cowardice  which  occafioned  it. 


C H A P.  V. 

Trudo’j’  joy  for  his  '-ci^ory. — Sacrifices  a great  number  of 
capihes. — Refeclions  on  this  barbarity — and  on  the  means  of 
presenting  it. — The  Dahomans  have  no  genius  for  trade. — > 
JVars  not  begun  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  faves. 

TT  H E Dahoman  Prince  received  the  news  of  this  vidtory  with 
every  poffible  demonflration  of  joy.  He  not  only  gave  largeiTes 
to  his  officers  and  caboceers ; but,  according  to  the  favage  cuftom 
of  the  country,  he  floated  the  altars  of  his  Gods,  and  the 
tombs  of  his  deceafed  anceflors,  with  the  blood  of  his  unfortu- 
nate captives. 

This  fcene,  which  was  tranfadled  at  Ardra,  was  followed, 
or  rather  accompanied,  by  one  yet  more  dreadful,  at  the  camp. 
The  general,  probably  by  his  mafter’s  command,  gave  orders 
that  the  remaining  prifoners,  who  through  age,  wounds,  or 
infirmities,  had  not  been  able  to  march  with  their  fellows  to 
head-quarters,  fhould  be  put  to  death  on  the  fpot.  And  to 
heighten  this  bloody  act  with  accumulated  horrors,  he  com-- 

4 mitted 
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mittcd  the  execution  of  them  to  the  boys  of  his  army,  whom 
he  thereby  meant  early  to  enure  to  deeds  of  cruelty,  and 
furnilliing  them  with  fwords,  ordered  them  to  cut  off  ihe  pri- 
foners  heads.  As  fome  of  thefe  boys  were  only  feven  or  eight 
years  of  age,  and  hardly  able  to  manage  fuch  a weapon,  the  tor- 
tures thefe  unhappy  wretches  mufi;  have  fuffered,  from  the 
weaknefs  and  incompetency  of  their  executioners,  are  eafier  to 
be  conceived  than  deferibed.  * 

The  inhuman  treatment  of  enemies  taken  in  war,  has  ftained 
the  annals  of  all  nations.  There  feems  to  have  been  amongfl 
mankind  an  emulation  to  excel  in  this  fpecies  of  cruelty.  Nor 
has  this  vice  been  confined  to  favage  nations  j Greece  and 
Rome  have  afforded  examples  more  than  fufficient  to  juftify 
thefe  pradlices  in  Africa  and  America,  -f  if  cuftom  could  give 

fandion 

* Smith,  p.  192,  fays,  the  general  ordered  all  thofe  to  be  murdered  that  were 
unmerchantable;  but  this  is  every  way  wrong:  for  there  was  no  market  for  them 
it  that  time;  and  we  fhall  find  that  thofe  would  ferve  for  viiSlims,  in  folcmn 
facrifices,  that  were  by  no  means  fit  for  labour.  See  Chapter  vii. 

This  manner  of  torturing  viiSlims  is  not  peculiar  to  Dahomy.  It  feems  to  be  a 
hard  feature  in  the  complexion  of  favage  nations,  to  train  up  their  children  to 
blood.  Bofman  faw  eleven  ancient  perfons  tortured  to  death  at  the  funeral  of 
a king  on  the  Gold  Coaft  ; one  of  whom,  after  having  endured  the  mofl 
exquifite  torments,  was  committed  to  a child  of  fix  years  of  age  to  be  beheaded  ; 
which  he  was  near  an  hour  in  performing,  not  having  firength  enough  to  wield 
a fabre.  V.  Bofman,  p.  223.  Some  of  the  Americans  ufed  to  commit  their 
prifoners  of  war  to  boys  to  be  flain  : five  or  fix  of  whom  beat  out  their  brains 
with  clubs.  V.  Purchas’s  Pilgrims,  1033. 

t Witnefs  the  facrifice  of  300  Lacedemonians  and  their  king,  by  Arifto- 
mcncsjthc  Mcd'enian.  V.  Eujd.  Evang.  Prep.  1. 4.  c.  7.  edit.  1534,  and  of  as 

many 
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fandion  to  error,  or  luch  nations  were  defirous  of  precedents 
for  their  jullitication. 

Prilbners  of  war,  by  the  right  of  conqueft,  are  undoubtedly  the 
property  of  the  vidor.  Heconfiders  them  as  fuch,  and  will  always 
dirpofe  of  them  as  belb  fuits  with  his  own  interefts,  and  thofe 
ot  his  country.  When  viewed  in  the  light  or  men  who  have 
dilhirbed  the  nation’s  peace,  invaded  its  rights,  murdered  its 
protedors,  levelled  at  the  lives  of  the  conquerors  ; and  whofe 
bofoms  are  dill  aduated  by  the  fame  fpirit,  though  now  overawed 
by  power  j here  fdf-prefervation  pleads  againfl  mercy.  Man,  un- 
inriuenced  by  paffion,  may  feel,  even  in  a favage  date,  for  the  fuf- 
ferings  ol  his  fellow-creature,  and  flaudder  at  the  idea  of  depriving 
him  of  life;  but  under  continual  apprehenfion  for  his  own  fafety, 
lie  will  not  hefitate  to  remove  the  objed  of  his  fear,  in  what- 
ever manner  may  appear  the  mod  ededual.  Hence  the  exercife 
cf  the  power  which  conqueft  has  given,  when  felf-prefervation 
is  the  motive,  cannot  be  called  cruelty:  which  name  only  be- 
longs to  a wanton  abufe  of  that  power,  in  adding  torture  to 
death;  or  by  having  recourfe  to  death,  or  any  rigid  expedient, 
when  gentle  ones  may  be  employed  with  equal  fecurity. 

The 

many  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Perufia,  by  Auguftus,  to  the  manes  cf  his 
uncle  Julius.  V.  Suitonius  in  vita  Auguft.  Xenophon  fays,  the  Lacedemo- 
nians put  to  death  more  Athenians  in  eight  months  peace,  than  their  enemies 
had  flam  in  thirty  years  war.  V.  Xenop.  deReb.  geft.  Grsec.  lib.  2.  p.  278.- 
and  many  others. 

* Vide  Puftendorft’s  Duty  of  Man,  b.  2.  c.  4;  and  Law  of  Nations,  folio,. 

Grotius de  Jure,  5cc.  lib.  11,0.5. 
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The  two  moft  general  ways  of  difpofing  of  fuch  captives, 
have  been  by  death  or  tranfportatlon.  Ranfom,  exchange,  or 
liberty  on  parole,  are  the  efteds  of  a fyftem  that  involves  a 
greater  variety  of  confiderations,  and  a higher  degree  of  civili- 
zation, than  can  be  expeded  in  fuch  nations  as  Dahomy. 
People  libe  them  would  laugh  at  the  idea  of  giving  their  foes 
the  opportunity  of  affaulting  them  a fecond  time ; and  for 
ranfom,  the  warrior  nations  feem  to  defpife  it.  Therefore, 
after  they  have  preferved,  as  their  own  Haves,  fo  many  of 
their  prifoners  as  they  want  for  Hate  or  drudgery,  they  either 
fell  the  remainder  to  thofe  who  will  remove  them  away  into 
a diHant  country  ; or,  when  there  is  no  fuch  demand  for  them, 
•they  put  them  to  death. 

In  this  light,  Afiatic  pomp,  and  European  neceffity  for 
labourers  enured  to  a tropical  fun,  appear  to  have  been  the  only 
effedual  infcruments  of  mercy,  the  only  means  whereby  the 
lives  of  many  of  thofe  unfortunate  people  have  been  faved. 
And  their  effed  would  have  been  much  greater,  had  not  the 
horrid  fiend,  Superftition,  who  at  times  has  tyrannized  over 
the  whole  human  race,  fo  frequently  barred  up  the  avenues 
to  pity:  by  fuggefting  that  the  Author  of  good  is  pleafed  with 
murder,  and  that  the  fouls  of  vidims  may  be  enflaved  as  well 
as  their  bodies.  It  is  not  here  a place  to  enter  into  the  fubjed 
of  human  blood  offered  to  the  Gods,  or  to  the  manes  of  the 
dead  it  is  enough  to  fliew,  through  our  hiftory,  that  Avarice 
can  Iheath  the  knife  even  of  Superftition,  and  that  her  incite- 
ments 

- Vide  Potter’s  Antlq,  c.  4,  oa  Sacrifices  ; Bryant  and  others,  on  the  fame 
fubjed;  Prevoft’s  Hiftoire  des  Voyages,  Index  word  Sacrifices  1 Purchas’s 
Pilgrims,  many  places,  &c.  he. 
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merits  to  ihughter,  powerful  as  they  may  be,  are  confined 
within  narrow  limits,  when  felf-interefi:  attends  upon  lenity. 

Where  there  has  been  no  traffic  of  this  fort,  nature  fiiudders 
at  the  devaluations  that  have  been  made  by  revenge,  and  all  the 
bafer  paffions,  under  the  colour  of  piety.  Murder,  in  all  its 
forms,  has  raged  with  unlimited  fury.  During  the  reigns  of 
the  Whydah  Kings,  their  prifoners  were  fold,  and  human  fa- 
crifices  were  feldom  and  inconfiderable  : ^ in  Dahomy,  where 
war  took  the  lead  of  commerce,  they  were  frequent,  and 
often  times  numerous  j but  in  Am.erica,  where  traffic  of  this 
kind  was  not  known,  they  exceeded  all  belief.  Wars  were  in- 
fiituted  for  the  very  purpofe  of  obtaining  vidims  j and  at  the 
dedication  of  one  temple  at  Mexico,  which  lafied  four  days, 
they  facrificed  fixty-four  thoufand  and  eighty  captives,  in  a 
manner  too  horrid  to  be  exprefied.  -f- 

The  murder  of  fo  great  a number  of  Whydahs  on  the  pre- 
fen t occafion,  at  Dahomy,  feems  principally  to  have  arifen 
from  there  being  no  ffiips  in  the  road.  The  factories  had  been 
plundered  in  the  onfet,  and  afterwards  burnt ; ^ the  fadors 
taken  prifoners,  and  though  releafed,  were  fiill  in  fright  and 
confufion.  The  multitude  of  prifoners  was  daily  increafing ^ 
it  became  expenfive,  and  perhaps  alarming.  As  there  was 
no  vent  for  them,  policy  didated  to  Trudo,  that  he  might 
get  rid  of  his  fears  and  incumbrapce,  and  at  the  fame  time 
increafe  his  glory,  if  he  ffiould  make  fo  noble  and  valuable  a 
prefect  to  his  gods  and  forefathers;  that,  from  fuch  an  ad, 
his  magnificence  would  be  confidered  as  exceeding  all  bounds, 
E and 


^ \ ide  B:fman  under  Whydah. 

-j'  Vide  Hiftoire  des  Voyag'^s.  Vol.  xiii.  p.  528. 

X Vide  Smith,  p.  191. 
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and  his  piety  be  extolled  to  the  fkies.  Under  thefe  confidera-* 
tions,  he  devoted  to  death  four  thoufand,  * which  probably 
was  the  whole  number  as  yet  taken,  and  thereby  gained  an 
applaufe  he  could  have  well  fpared,  had  the  more  profitable 
alternative  prefented  itfelf. 

It  is  true,  the  cuftom  of  his  country  required  an  acknow- 
ledgement, and  that  a liberal  one,  to  the  Gods,  for  his  vidories  3 -f* 
but  the  quantum  depended  on  the  vidor’s  pleafure  : and  we 
find  Trudo  knew  how  to  keep  his  piety,  at  lead,  within  due 
bounds.  For  in  a tranfadion  that  followed  ihortly  after,  having 
taken  eighteen  hundred  prifoners  of  another  nation  that  had 
offended  him  more  than  the  Whydahs,  he  contented  his  priefis 
with  four  hundred  of  them  : fhips  being  then  in  the  road^ 
where  he  could  turn  the  remainder  to  profit. 

That  Trudo  had  ideas  of  the  advantages  of  trade  to  himfelf 
and  his  people,  appears  in  many  infiances.  He  had  commenced 
thefe  w'ars  with  both  the  maritime  nations,  from  their  having' 
refufed  him  a part  in  their  commerce.  § He  had  an  eager 
defire  for  European  arms,  and  for  fuch  of  their  commodities  as 
he  thought  were  fuitable  to  his  dignity.  He  had  told  Lambe, 
fome  years  before,  that  he  could  wifh  to  have  fiiips  come  to 
fome  place  to  trade  for  his  Haves  only,  and  to  bring  him  what 
was  fit  for  fuch  a king  as  he.  |j  Yet,  with  all  thofe  prepof-. 
feffions,  all  thefe  defires,  Trudo  and  his  Dahomans  were  equally 
ignorant  of  the  principles  on  which  trade  mufi  be  conducted. 
The  haughty  ferocity  of  a people,  bred  folely  to  war  and  rapine, 

ia 

* Vide  Snelgrave^  P*  3**  t U*  P*  t hi*  P*  37?  49*  § 1*^*  P* 

11  Vide  Smithf  p,  147. 


HISTORY  OF  D A H O M Y. 


27 


IS  incompatible  with  the  mild  and  fteady  fpirit  of  commerce. 
Hence,  by  their  harfhnefs  and  violence  on  the  one  hand,  and 
their  fraudulence  and  ignorance  on  the  other,  they,  in  time, 
fo  fir  loll  their  connexions,  that,  from  two  thoufand  Haves 
a-year,  tranfported  from  Whydah  only,  in  1726,  the 
greatell  number  now  fent  off  from  this  and  the  two  great 
kingdoms  of  Ardra  and  Dahomy,  together  with  feveral 
other  fmall  ones  united  to  them,  is  only  five  thoufand  five 
hundred ; little  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  former. 
See  the  Report  of  the  Lords,  relating  to  the  Have- trade,  printed 
in  1789. 

This  circumftance  muft  appear  the  more  aflonifliing  to 
thofe  who  have  been  led  to  think  that,  in  Africa,  wars  origin 
nated  in  the  defire  of  obtaining  Haves  for  the  Europeans ; 
efpecially  when  they  Hiall  find  this  kingdom,  with  very  liitle 
intermillion,  to  have  been  engaged  in  wars,  with  all  its  fur- 
rounding neighbours,  for  near  feventy  years. 


CHAP.  VI. 

White  men  made  prifoners. — Ships  arrive. -~S)nt\gv2iV&  s journey 
to  Ardra. — King  s camp  and  court  .—Army  returns  from 
TutFoe. — Victims  chofen  for  facrifce. 


Among  ST  the  prifoners  were  the  white  men  belonging  to 
the  different  fadlories,  to  the  number  of  forty,  or  more.  They 
v.'ere  ordered  up  to  Ardra,  and  proper  hammocks  provided  for 
E 2 them, 

* Snelgrave^  p.  2. 
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them,  that  they  might  travel  with  convenience.  They  were 
fome  days  at  Ardra  before  they  obtained  an  audience  j but  then,, 
the  King  received  them  politely,  fet  them  at  liberty,  and  made 
fome  of  them  prefents  j with  the  promife,  that  he  would  caufc 
trade  to  flouridi,  and  have  a particular  regard  to  their  intereds,, 
fo  foon  as  he  had  fettled  his  conqueds. 

About  three  weeks  after,  feveral  {hips  of  different  nations 
arrived  in  the  road.*  The  fird  of  which  feems  to  have  been  the 
Katharine  Galley,  commanded  by  Captain  W.  Snelgrave : to 
whofe  attentive  and  judicious  obfervations,  this  life  of  Trudois 
much  indebted,  ‘f*  He  laments  the  horrid  devadation  of  fo  fine 
and  populous  a country,  the  carnage  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
their  remains  lying  every  where  around  him.  Particularly,  as 
he  had  been  feveral  voyages  there,  and  had  been  witnefs  of  its 
beauty  and  population  in  its  mod:  fiourifhing  date  ; in  the  de- 
feription  of  which,  all  other  writers  on  the  fubjedt  agree  with 
him.  Smith,  :j;  who  was  at  Whydah  about  the  fame  time, 

fays, 

* The  latter  end  of  March,  1726-7,  I arrived  with  the  Katherine  Galley,  in 
the  road  of  Whydah,  Snel.  19, — failed  thence,  and  anchored  in  the  road  of 
Jaquin,  3d  of  April,  Id.  21.  On  Friday  the  7th  of  April,  1727,  we  arrived 
jii  Whydah  road,  and  found  lying  here  three  French  and  two  Portuguefe  fliips. 
Smith,  Voyage,  p.  166. 

t Publiflied  in  1734.,  under  the  title  of  “ A full  Account  of  fome  Parts  of 
Guinea,  and  of  the  Slave-Trade,”  8vo.  He  fpeaks  of  the  conqueft  of  Whydah,, 
as  having  happened  about  three  weeks  before  his  arrival.  V.  Snel.  p.  19. 

^ Smith  was  fent  out  as  furveyor,  in  1726.  His  New  Voyage  to  Guinea  is 
a pofthumous  work,  publifhed  in  1744,  8vo.  of  which  fee  pages  166  and  199, 
See  alfo  our  Introduction,  which  contains  the  fubftance  of  the  defeription  of 
the  feveral  writers. 
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fays,  “ The  natives  were  fo  induftrious,  that  no  place  which 
“ was  thought  fertile,  could  efcape  being  planted,  though  even. 

within  the  hedges  that  inclofe  then'  villages  and  dwelling 
**  places  ; and  they  were  fo  very  anxious  in  this  particular,  that, 
“ the  next  day  after  they  had  reaped,  they  always  fowed  again, 
“ without  allowing  the  land  any  time  to  reft which  is  no 
fmall  proof  of  its  Itrength  and  fertility. 

Smith,  however,  complains  of  its  being  very  unwholefome,,. 
which,  hefays,  he  was  afterwards  informed  became  more  and  more 
fo  by  the  negligence  of  the  Dahomans,  * who  have  fuffered  it 
to  remain  uncultivated,  and  to  be  overrun  with  poifonous  and 
flinking  weeds.  Snelgrave  found  trade  fo  dead,  that  after 
flaying  three  days  at  Whydah,  and  having  heard  the  me- 
lancholy accounts  of  Mr.  Tinker,  the  late,  and  Mr.  Duport, 
the  then,  governors,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  gentlemen  of 
the  factor}',  he  failed  for  Jaquin,  about  feven  leagues  to  the 
eaflward,  to  fee  if  matters  wore  a better  face  there. 

It  was  here  that,  fhortly  after  his  arrival,  he  received  a mef- 
fenger  from  the  King  of  Dahomy,  inviting  him  to  Ardra ; of 
which,  after  fome  hefitation,  he  accepted ; and  by  that  means 
became  a fpectator  of  many  things  worthy  relation.  In  this 
iourney,  which  is  of  about  forty  miles,  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
Dutch  captain,  whole  fhip  had  jull  before  been  deflroyed  by  the 
Portuguefe  j a Dutch  writer,  belonging  to  their  factory,  carrying 
large  prefents  to  the  King  and  the  Lord  of  Jaquin's  brother, 
with  the  tribute  of  that  State,  and  great  prefents  befide.  The 

prepa- 


^ This  irifomation  feems  to  have  been  given  h^m,  about  a year  or  tvi'o  after 
the  conqueil. 
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preparations  for  their  journey  took  them  up  three  days.  They 
had  an  hundred  black  fervants  in  their  retinue ; each  gentleman 
had  fix  hammock  men,  by  two  of  whom  he  was  carried,  the  reft 
relieving  the  others  in  their  turns  ; alfo  a fmall  horfe  to  ride  on, 
when  weary  with  lying.  They  fet  out  on  the  8th  of  April, 
about  nine  o’clock,  and  reached  Ardra  the  next  day,  about  the 
tame  time.  The  roads,  he  fays,  were  good  ; the  country  beau- 
tiful, but  defolate  ; the  towns  and  villages  deftroyed  ; and  the 
fields  ftrewed  with  human  bones. 

When  they  arrived  v/ithin  half  a mile  of  the  King’s  camp,  they 
halted.  Soon  after,  a mefienger  came  from  his  majefty,  to  com- 
pliment and  welcome  them  ; intimating  that  a great  man  would 
prefently  arrive  to  receive  them.  They  accordingly  took  out 
their  beft  apparel,  and  drefied  themfelves  under  the  covert  of 
an  old  wall ; after  which,  advancing  towards  the  camp,  they 
were  met  by  the  great  captain,^  as  the  blacks  called  him,  who 
was  a principal  officer  of  the  court,  attended  by  500  foldiers, 
with  fire-arms,  drawn  fwords,  fliields  and  banners.  On  their 
approach  they  ufed  many  ftrange  ceremonies,  that  excited  the 
fear  of  the  travellers,  as  well  as  their  wonder.  The  great  cap- 
tain, and  fome  of  his  officers,  approached  them,  flouriffiing 
their  naked  fwords  over  their  heads,  and  pointing  them  at  their 
breafts;  ficipping  and  jumping  round  them,  with  many  antic 
poftures.  After  which,  the  great  man  aflumed  a fedateair; 
and,  giving  them  his  hand,  welcomed  them  in  the  King’s 

name. 

The  principal  officer  of  the  court  is  called  the  Tamegan,  as  we  fliall  fee 
further  on  ; but  it  is  the  fecond  officer,  or  Mabu,  that  is  mailer  of  the  ceremo- 
nies. Snclgravc  feems  not  to  have  known  thefe  titles,  nor  even  the  name  of  the 
King;  for  which  lafl  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Lnmbe.  Vide  Smith’s  Voy- 
age, I 7 I. 
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and  name,  and  drank  their  healths  in  palm  wine  : they,  in  re- 
turn,  drank  the  kind’s  health,  in  wine  and  beer,  with  both 
which  he  Teemed  very  well  pkaTed.  Thefe  ceremonies  being  over, 
they  all  let  out,  under  this  guard,  for  the  camp,  accompanied 
with  a difmal  nolle,  which  they  called  by  the  name  of  mafic. 

They  arrived  at  the  camp  In  about  half  an  hour.  It  was 
lituated  near  a great  ruined  town,  late  the  principal  place  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ardra.^  Here  the  army  lay  in  tents,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  negro  culfom,  were  made  of  fmall  boughs,  co- 
vered with  thatch,  refembling  bee-hives  j but  big  enough  for 
ten  or  twelve  foldiers,  who  crept  in  at  a hole  in  one  fide.  On 
entring  the  camp,  chairs,  taken  from  the  Whydahs,  were  fet 
for  them  under  Tome  lliady  trees,  where  great  numbers  flocked 
round  to  fee  them  ; but  were  kept  off  by  the  foldiery.  Having 
refled  here  about  two  hours,  and  beheld  divers  feats  of  adivity 
performed  by  the  foldiers  to  divert  them,  they  were  conduded 
to  a thatched  tent,  prepared  for  their  reception  ; where,  having 
crept  in,  and  flowed  their  baggage,  the  great  man  left  them, 
to  inform  the  King  of  their  arrival  : appointing  them  a guard, 
to  prevent  their  being  diflurbed  or  molefted.. 

It  being  now  noon,  they  fat  down  to  dinner  on  the  ham  and 
fowls  they  had  brought  with  themi  but  were  fo  annoyed  by 
flies,  they  could  fcarce  put  a morfcl  into  their  mouths,  without 

taking 

* Barbot  calls  this  town  Great  Ardra  j and  Lambe,  who  lived  there  two  years, 
Ardra  j which  is  the  name  it  is  now,  I believe,  known  by.  The  natives  call 
it  Azem,  or  AiTem  ; and  report,  that  it  was  nine  englifh  miles  in  circumference.; 
containing  a variety  of  lhady  walks  and  gardens,  as  well  as  a great  number  of 
fpacious  buildings,  6tc.  V.  Barbot,  346 ; Churchill’s  Voyage,  Vol,  5 ; Pre- 
voll  Hift.  dcs  Voy,  Vol.  lii.  p.  cig. 
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taking  in  lome  of  thefe  vermin  with  it.  They  little  thought 
whence  this  nuifance  proceeded,  elfe  they  would  have  made  a 
much  Ihorter  dinner  ; nor  was  it  till  about  three  o’clock,  when, 
being  defired  by  a meflenger  from  the  great  captain,  to  come  to 
the  king’s  gate,  that,  on  their  way,  they  perceived,  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  difguft  and  horror,  two  heaps  of  dead  men’s 
heads,  piled  up  on  two  large  fiages,  and  covered  with  fwarms  of 
their  late  vifitors,  the  flies.  The  interpreter  told  them,  they 
“ were  the  heads  of  four  thoufand  of  the  Whydahs,  who  had 
“ been'facrificed  by  the  Dahomans  to  their  God,  about  three 

weeks  before,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  great  conqueft 
“ they  had  obtained.” 

They  found  the  king’s  gate  to  be  only  an  entrance  into  a large 
court  yard,  palifadoed  round,  and  containing  feveral  mud-walled 
houfes.  Stools  were  fet  for  them ; and  an  officer  prefented 
them  with  cows,  ffieep,  goats,  and  other  provifions,  with  this 
compliment,  that,  as  the  King  was  in  camp,  it  was  not  in  liis 
power  to  provide  for  them  better.  They  received  this  favour 
with  due  acknowledgement,  and  were  returning  out  at  the  gate, 
when  they  WTre  furprifed  with  the  fight  of  forty  flout  fellows, 
ranged  on  both  fides  the  gate,  with  fufils  on  their  ffioulders, 
and  broadfwords  in  their  hands ; having  round  their  necks 
firings  of  dead  men’s  teeth,  reaching  as  low  as  their  middle, 
both  behind  and  before,  in  great  quantities.  Thefe,  they  were 
told,  were  the  King’s  heroes,  or  worthies;  who,  having  killed 
many  enemies  in  battle,  were  allowed  to  wear  their  teeth  in  this 
manner,  as  trophies  of  their  valour  : on  pain  of  death,  how- 
ever, if  they  dared  to  firing  one,  whofe  owner  had  not  been 
kilkd  by  their  o.vn  hands. 


Next 
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Next  morning,  at  nine,  they  obtained  an  audience.  They 
were  received  at  the  king’s  gate,  and  introduced  into  a large 
court,  paliladoed  round.  Here  the  King  was  fitting  in  a fine 
gilt  chair,  taken  from  the  King  of  Whydah.  Three  large  um- 
brellas were  held  over  his  head,  by  women,  to  fhade  him  from 
the  fun  j and  four  other  women  flood  behind  his  chair,  with 
fulils  on  their  ihoulders.  All  the  women  were  finely  dreffed, 
from  the  middle  downwards  ; the  upper  part  of  the  body  of 
either  fex,  remaining,  in  this  country,  generally  uncovered  : 
their  arms  were  adorned  with  many  large  manellos,  or  bracelets 
of  gold,  of  great  value;  and  round  their  necks,  and  in  their 
hair,  were  abundance  of  beads,  of  divers  colours,  brought 
from  a far  inland  country,  where  they  are  dug  out  of  the  earth  ; 
and  which  are  in  as  great  efteem  with  the  negroes,  as  dia- 
monds among  the  Europeans.'^ 

The  King  was  dreffed  in  a gown,  flowered  with  gold,  that 
teached  to  his  ankles ; an  European  embroidered  hat ; and  fan- 
dais  on  his  feet.  His  manner  of  fitting  at  that  time,  viz.  on  a 
chair,  was  not  his  cuflom,  nor  that  of  the  country;  but  feem- 
ingly  intended  for  more  than  ufual  fliate  : for,  on  a future  au- 
dience, he  was  crofs-legged  on  a carpet,  after  the  Afiatic  man- 
ner, though  he  always  preferved  a proper  majefly  and  de- 
corum. 

The  vifitors  were  placed  at  about  ten  yards  from  the  chair  of 
flate,  and  ordered  to  fland  flill.  The  King  then  commanded  the 
interpreter  to  bid  them  welcome  ; they  bowed  low,  as  diredled  ; 

F and 

* Thefe  probably  were  only  the  glafs  beads  of  Europe,  brought  there  by  the 
Muleys,  or  Malays,  and  pretended  to  be  of  great  value. — J.  F. 
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and  Snelgrave,  through  the  fame  means,  pa!d  his  compliments  to 
his  majefty;  with  which  he  was  much  pleafed.  He  ordered 
chairs  for  them,  made  them  fit  down,  and  drank  to  their 
healths.  Then  liquor  being  brought  them,  they  returned  his 
falutation  ; after  which,  the  King  invited  them  to  fiay,  and  fee 
the  cufioms  of  his  country. 

It  is  necefiary  to  remark,  previous  to  the  detail  of  whaf 
palled,  that,  at  the  time  whenTrudo  was  employed  in  the  conquefi: 
of  Whydah,  he  had  fent  twelve  of  his  wives  from  Ardra  up  to= 
Dahomy,  with  a number  of  Haves,  carrying  a large  quantity  of 
goods  and  fine  things,  under  an  efcort  of  five  hundred  foldiers. 
On  their  way,  they  were  attacked  by  the  TuffoeSy  whofe  coun- 
try is  about  fix  days  journey  from  Ardra  who  routed  the 
guard,  murdered  the  women,  and  feized  on  the  treafure.  To 
revenge  this  outrage,  the  King  had  no  fooner  completed  the 
conquefi;  of  Whydah,  than  he  fent  out  part  of  his  army;  who 
returned  the  fime  evening  we  entered  the  camp,  with  eighteen 
hundred  of  the  Tufioes  prifoners. 

Thefe  prifoners  were  now,  by  the  King’s  order,  brought  into 
the  court ; out  of  which  he  feledted  a great  number  for  facri- 
fice  ; referving  the  reft  as  fiaves,  for  his  own  ufe,  or  for  fale  to 
the  Europeans.  Proper  officers  were  in  readinefs,  to  receive  the 
captives  from  the  foldiers,  who  had  taken  them  in  battle,  and 

to 

* Snelgrave,  p.  36. — Tuffbe,  Tafoe,  or  Tafu,  Is  an  inland  country  of  the 
ilold  Coall,  nearly  fouih-wcft  of  Abomey  ; it  abounds  in  gold,  and  lies  about 
10  or  ]2  leagues  to  the  northward  of  Rio  Grande  j and  at  about  60  leaguer, . 
or  6 days  journey,  from  Ardra.  Vide  Prevoft’s  Map  ; Hilloire  des  Voy.  Vol.  4. 
;7  niit,oj  and  page  214  of  tiic  fame  volume. 
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to  pny  them,  in  cowries,  the  value  of  twenty  (Ihllings  flerling, 
for  each  man,  and  ten  for  a woman  or  child.  Tliofe  v/ere 
next  rewarded,  who  brought  the  heads  of  enemies  fain  ; fome 
having  three  or  four  in  a flring,  for  each  of  Vv'hich  they  re- 
ceived  the  value  of  five  ihillings ; and  fervants  were  appointed 
to  carry  them  to  the  heaps  : the  interpreter  informing  the  vi- 
fitors,  that  the  King  propofed,  with  thefe,  and  the  others,  to 
build  a monument. 

All  this  while  the  great  men,  both  of  the  court  and  army, 
were  profirate  on  the  ground  : none  approaching  nearer  than 
twenty  feet  to  the  King’s  chair.  If  they  wifiaed  to  fpeak  to 
him,  they  firfi;  killed  the  ground  ; then  whifpered  their  pleafure 
into  the  ear  of  an  old  woman,  who  communicated  it  to  the 
King,  and  brought  his  anfwer.  He  was  very  liberal  to  them, 
on  this  occafion  ; prefenting  them,  in  all,  with  more  than  two 
hundred  llaves.  At  each  prefent,  an  officer  proclaimed  the  na- 
ture of  it,  aloud ; which  w^as  immediately  re-echoed  by  the 
populace,  that  w^ere  w^aiting  w'ithout,  in  great  numbers,  for  the 
lacrifices. 

Thefe  ceremonies  were  fucceeded  by  fports.  Two  fellows 
brought  in  a great  tub,  containing,  at  lead:,  fix  gallons,  of 
lomething  like  frumenty,  which,  after  falling  on  their  knees, 
they  threw  fo  fall;  into  their  mouths,  that  it  was  difpatched  in 
a few  minutes.  This,  the  interpreter  informed  Snelgrave,  w^as 
their  daily  praftice,  to  divert  the  King ; but  that  they  generally 
died  in  a few  years,  and  then  others  took  up  the  trade.  Seve- 
ral other  ridiculous  things  were  performed;  tired  of  which, 
and  of  the  heat  of  the  fun,  in  w'hich  they  had  now  remained 

F 2 threc^ 
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three  hours,  defended  only  by  umbrellas,  they  begged  leave 
retire  to  their  tent,  which  being  granted,  they  paid  their  com^- 
pliments,  and  went  away. 


CHAP.  VII; 

Four  hundred  TufFoes  facrijiced, — Fhe  manner  defcrihed. — Com^- 
pared  'with  the  Mexican  facrijices,' — Dahomanh  reafons  for 
this  praciice, — Idea  of  the  Deity, 

Sn  EL  GRAVE  purfues  his  account,  to  this  effedt.  Juft 
as  we  had  dined,  the  Lord  of  Jaquin’s  brother  arrived,  in  fuch 
a fright,  as  had  changed  his  colour  from  black  to  tawny,  and 
deprived  him,  for  fome  time,  of  the  power  of  fpeech.  It  was 
occalioned  by  his  having  juft  met  the  unfortunate  vidims> , 
whom  the  King  had  chofen  out,  that  morning,  on  their  way 
to  the  place  of  execution.  Their  fate,  their  cries,  and  la- 
mentations, the  dreadful  idea  of  their  being  devoured  by  their 
murderers,  filled  his  mind  with  horrors  ; and  railed  in  it  fuch 
apprehenfions,  for  his  own  fafety,  as  all  our  arguments  could 
not  remove.  The  King  had  not  yet  admitted  him  to  audience ; 
he  conftrued  this  as  an  evil  omen  ; he  therefore  begged  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  our  tent,  which  he  confidered  as  more  likely  to  afford 
him  fecurity  than  his  own ; and  we  granted  this  requeft,  with- 
out hefitation. 


Of 
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Of  this  ceremony,  curiofity,  getting  the  better  of  our  feelings, 
impelled  the  Dutch  captain,  and  myfelf,  to  become  fpedlators  j 
and  having,  by  our  interpreter,  obtained  of  the  priefhs  the  ne- 
celfary  permilllon,  we  went  with  him  to  the  place  where  the 
facrihces  were  to  be  performed,  which  was  about  a quarter  of 
a mile  from  the  camp.  Great  numbers  of  people  were  alTem- 
bled  on  the  occallon ; and  our  guards,  making  way  for  us, 
through  the  crowd,  brought  us  near  to  four  fmall  ftages,  eredled 
about  live  feet  from  the  ground  j at  the  fide  of  one  of  which 
we  took  our  ftand,  in  a fituation,  whence  we  could  plainly  fee 
all  that  palled. 

The  firfi:  vidlim  was  a comely  old  'man,  between  fifty  and 
fixty  years  of  age.  His  hands  were  tied  behind  him.  In  his 
behaviour,  he  ihewed  a brave  and  undaunted  mind,  without 
any  femblance  of  fear.  He  was  brought  to  the  fide  of  one  of 
the  ftages,  and  fianding  upright,  a Fetilher,  or  prieft,  laid  his 
hand  on  his  head,  repeating  fome  words  of  confecration,  which 
lafled  about  two  minutes : after  which,  he  made  the  fign  to  a 
man,  that  flood  behind  the  prifoner,  with  a broad  fword ; 
who  immediately, . at  one  blow,  fevered  his  head  from  his 
body. 

The  rabble,  on  this,  gave  a great  fliout.  The  attendants 
threw  up  the  head  on  the  flage ; and  the  body,  after  having 
lain  a little  while  on  the  ground,  that  the  blood  might  drain 
from  it,  was  carried  aw'ay  by  flaves,  and  thrown  on  a fpot 
adjoining  to  the  camp.  It  was  here  the  linguifl  told  them, 
how  the  different  parts  of  the  vidim  were  appropriated.  The 
blood,  it  ieems,  they  devoted  to  the  Fetifche,  or  God } the 
- hea.d 
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liead  belonged  to  the  kingj^  and  the  body  was  for  the  common 
people  : by  which  Snelgrave  underflood,  that  it  was  given  them 
for  the  purpofe  of  eating  ; and  in  which  idea  he  feems  con- 
firmed by  the  fequel. 

As  all  this  may  appear  to  be  the  effedl  of  favage  nature,  in  its 
lowefl,  or  moft  uncultivated  ftate ; we  have  only  to  turn  our 
eyes  towards  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  and  behold  what 
was  tranfaded  in  the  mofl  poiifhed  of  any  nation  that  the  Eu- 
jropeans  have  difeovered.  At  Mexico,  after  having  colleded 
fuch  a number  of  captives,  as  they  confidered  worthy  the  ac- 
ceptance of  their  deity,  and  which  often  amounted  to  many 
thoufands,  they  difpofed  them  in  long  files,  unbound ; at  the 
head  of  each  of  which,  a priell;  placed  himfelf,  after  having 
flaewn  to  every  one  of  them  an  idol,  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
as  their  god.  They  then  proceeded  to  different  lofty  altars; 
amongft  which,  that  in  the  great  temple  was  near  8o  feet  high, 
and  40  feet  fquare,  at  top.  Thefe  they  afeended  by  flrait,  and 
almofl  perpendicular  flights  of  flairs.  When  at  the  top,  four 
priefls,  feizing  one  of  the  victims  by  the  hands  and  feet,  whilft 
a fifth  put  the  inflrument  of  flrangulation,  a wooden  collar,  in 
the  form  of  a fnake,-  round  his  neck,  to  prevent  his  cries,  they 

lifted 


* The  heads  of  victims,  or  thofe  killed  in  battle,  were  preferved  for  different 
purpofes,  in  many  countries.  Trudo  feems  to  have  made  fome  diftinflion; 
the  heads  taken  in  the  war  with  Ardra,  he  ftuck  round  the  walls  of  his  two 
palaces,  at  Abomey,  to  the  number  of  about  thirty  thoufand.  With  thofe  of  the 
facrificed  Dahomans,  and  Tuffbes,  he  intended  to  build  a monument  of  either 
his  piety  or  vidlory.  In  the  Mexican  cemetery,  the  Spaniards  counted  above 
136  thoufand,  fluck  in  the  walls;  befides  thofe  formed  into  Columns,  and 
other  devices.  V.  Lambe's  Letter,  in  Smith's  Voyage,  p.  17 1.  Snelgrave^ 
p.  38.  Purchas's  Pilgrims,  p.  991. 


HISTORY  OF  DAHOMY, 


39’ 

lifted  hun  up,  and  threw  him  forcibly  acrofs  the  ridge  of  a tri- 
angular ftone  ; when,  probably,  his  back  was  broken.  His 
breall,  by  this  violence,  was  thruft  into  a proper  pofition  to 
meet  the  knife  of  the  principal  facrificer,  or  chief  prieft  j which 
he  immediately  cut  open,  and,  with  his  right  hand  haftily  tore 
out  the  vidim’s  heart,  holding  it  firft  up  to  the  fun  ; then 
rubbing  it,  all  bloody,  over  the  face  of  the  idol,  that  he  had 
brought  with  him.  At  this  fignal,  the  four  prieds  threw  the 
body  down  the  flight  of  fteps  j to  the  bottom  of  which,  it  was 
generally  precipitated  in  a moment.  All  the  captives  being 
treated  thus,  the  bodies  were  afligned,  by  the  priefts,  to  thofe 
that  had  taken  them  in  war  : who  didributed  them  amongd 
their  friends ; and  they  were  eaten  folemnly.  * 

Here  we  find  cruelty  to  have  increafed,.  with  refinement. 
And  it  would  be  happy,  if  nations  that  boad  of  a much  higher 
degree  of  cultivation,  could  free  themfelves  from  the  like  cen- 
lure ; efpecially  when  they  have  fuffered  blind  zeal,  and  fuper- 
dition,  to  hold  the  place  of  reafon  and  religion. 

The  author  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  he  faw  many  more  of 
the  prifoners  facrificed,  in  the  fame  lamentable  manner : that 
the  men  went  to  the  fide  of  the  dages,  bold  and  unconcerned ; 
but  that  the  cries  of  the  poor  women  and  children  were 
very  moving.  The  feene  fo  far  affected  his  companion,  the 
Dutch  captain,  that,  like  the  Jaquin  jud  mentioned,  he  ex- 
prefied  his  perfonal  apprehenfions,  from  a fuperdition  fo  favage 
and  crv:el  j alledging,  that  if,  in  the  fit  of  enthafiafm,  it 
lliould  lugged,  that  white  men  were  more  acceptable  offerings 
; to 

♦ V.  Htrrara,  Decace  3,  c.  16.  Prevoft  Voyages,  Toni.  xii.  p.  546,- 
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to  the  Fetifche,  than  thofe  of  their  own  colour,  it  might  bring 
both  the  curious  Europeans  into  the  moil  imminent  danger  : a 
notion  by  no  means  unreafonable  ; and  which  induced  them  to 
withdraw,  as  foon  as  they  decently  could.  Captain  Snelgrave, 
mean  while,  putting  on  a good  face,  entered  into  converfation 
with  fome  of  the  caboceers  and  officers ; who,  in  general,  excufed 
this  cruel  exhibition,  as  the  cuflom  of  the  country  : one  of  the 
commanders  obferving,  that  they  had  conftantly,  after  any 
conqued,  offered  to  their  god  a certain  number  of  captives  ; that 
thefe  were  always  chofen  out  of  the  prifoners,  by  the  king  him- 
felf ; that,  were  this  omitted,  no  more  fuccefs  would  attend 
them  ; and  that  their  conquefls,  made  within  a few  years, 
without  any  defeat,  fhewed  fuch  offerings  to  be  both  neceffary 
and  ufeful.  His  arguments  were  equally  ready,  in  defence  of 
facrificing  old  or  young:  the  former,  he  faid,  were  too  cun- 
ning to  fpare,  and  too  old  for  market  ; the  latter,  being  in  this 
inftance,  defigned  to  attend,  in  the  other  v/orld,  on  thofe  whom 
the  Tuffoes  had  flain,  it  was  proper  they  ffiould  be  young,  and  fit 
for  fuch  fervice.  Looking  on  this  as  a rude  notion  of  a future 
iVate,  Snelgrave  ventured  to  afk  him,  what  opinion  the  Daho- 
mans  held,  concerning  their  God.  From  the  anfwer,  though 
Tiaturally  imperfed  and  confufed,  he  could  colledl,  that  they 
efleemed  him  as  a fort  of  Guardian  Angel,  fubordinate  to  fume 
other  God.  Perhaps,”  faid  the  officer,  that  God  may  be 
**  yours,  who  has  communicated  fo  many  extraordinary  things 
to  white  men,  as  Mr.  Lambe  has  told  me  j but  as  that  God 
**  has  not  been  pleafed  to  malce  himfelf  known  to  us,  we  mufl 
be  fatisfied  with  this  we  worflup." 

Having  flood  by  the  flagcs,  near*  two  hours;  tired  with  this 
horrible  place,  and  fight;  and  perceiving  the  mob  grow  fome- 

what 
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v.hit  thinner,  on  the  fide  where  they  hood,  the  two  travellers 
took,  the  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  tent ; their  guard  iliii 
clearing  the  way  before  them.  In  the  evening  they  walked  out, 
to  vifit  the  otilcer  juft  mentioned;  and,  in  their  way,  paffed 
by  the  place  where  the  facriiiced  bodies  were  thrown.  There 
were  two  great  heaps  of  them,  confifting,  as  they  were  told,  of 
the  remains  of  four  hundred  perfons.  Next  morning  thefe  were 
all  vanilheJ  ; having  been,  in  the  night,  as  the  interpreter  told 
them,  folemnly  eaten  by  the  Dahomans.  This  account,  whether 
true  or  falfe,  is  one  part  of  the  evidence,  on  which  Snelgrave 
founds  his  opinion,  mentioned  in  a former  chapter  ; and  which, 
probably,  was  fupported  by  his  knowledge  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  bodies  of  ftaves  are  treated,  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
coaft  ; where,  if  not  eaten,  as  above,  burial  is  denied  them, 
and  they  are  left  to  rot  above  ground,  or  to  be  devoured  by 
the  vultures,  or  wild  beafts.  * 

Snelgrave,  though  a fpedlator,  has  given  but  an  imperfedt 
account  of  this  facrifice  ; and,  very  probably,  his  mind  was  as 
much  agitated,  by  his  critical  fttuation,  as  that  of  the  Dutch 
captain  ; elfe  he  might  have  informed  us  of  what  was  doing,  at 
the  other  three  ftages  : at  each  of  which,  in  all  probability,  the 

fame 

* As  to  the  burial  of  flaves,  in  fome  parts  it  is  not  allowed  them  ; but  their 
bodies  are  call  out  into  by-places,  there  to  rot  away,  or  be  devoured  by  v/ild 
beafts  ; but  at  thofe  parts  of  the  coaft,  where  they  are  kinder  to  their  flaves,  in 
this  particular,  they  throw  eighteen  or  twenty  inches  depth  of  earth  over  them.” 
Barbu,  p.  283,  Churchill’s  editicn. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  extraordinary  kindnefs,  in  the  Dahomans,  towards 
their  prifoners  ; on  the  contrary,  we  (ball  find,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  fe- 
veral ijiftances  of  burials  being  refufed  to  their  own  people.  J.  F. 
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lame  fcene  was  tranfafting,  as  at  that  where  they  placed  them- 
felves  : for  one  prieft  could  not  have  performed  the  necelTary 
rites  over  400  hundred  vidlims,  in  an  afternoon  j unlefs  he  de- 
voted feveral  at  a time,  which,  it  feems,  was  not  the  cafe. 
The  people’s  edimation  of  the  number  really  dedroyed,  could 
not  be  very  erroneous  j which  allows  us  the  liberty  of  conjec- 
ture, as  to  the  manner  : and  we  cannot  form  any  one  fo  natural, 
as  that  feveral  fetifchers  at  once  were  employed  on  the  fame 
bufinefs,  in  different  quarters.'* 

It  is  time  to  turn  our  eyes  from  a fcene  of  fo  much  horror  j 
which  we  willingly  quit,  with  this  obfervation  : that  he  would 
be  edeemed  as  both  a wife  and  happy  man,  who  could  prevent 
the  appearance  of  fuch  another,  on^he  human  flage  : whether 
by  the  afcendancy  of  right  reafon,  or  by  wifely  playing  off 
one  ardent  paffion  againd  another. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Captain  Snelgrave  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  Portuguefe  Mulatto  formerly  mentioned. 
He  had  lived  with  the  King,  ever  fince  the  time  of  the  Ardra 
war ; who  had  given  him  a houfe,  and  a handfome  maintenance, 
together  with  one  of  thofe  phcenomena,  fometimes  met  with 
on  the  coad,  a white  negro,  ■f*  if  I may  ufe  the  expredion,  as 

a 

• The  fame  reafoning  holds,  refpecling  the  numerous  viftims  facrificed, 
at  one  time,  in  Mexico.  Herrara  fays,  they  were  not  only  flain  on  the  great 
altar,  but  in  the  cemetery,  or  place  where  they  referved  the  heads.  In  all 
probability,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  temporary  altars  were  ere<Sled,  round 
the  great  one,  and  in  feveral  parts  of  the  city  : elfe,  how  can  we  account  for 
near  70,000  perfons  being  offered  up,  in  the  fpace  of  four  days  ? — J.  F.  Vice 
alio  trcvijl-y  Vol.  xii,  p.  540. 

T hey  are  fo  called  from  having  the  features  and  wool  of  the  negroes,  with 
a while,  or  pale  colour.  The  accounts  that  travellers  have  given  of  thefe 

people 
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a wife.  As  he  fpoke  the  language,  and  was  acquainted  with 
the  manners  of  the  people,  he  was  of  no  fmall  ufe  to  our  tra- 
veller, in  the  regulation  of  his  condud:,  as  well  as  in  affording 
him  feveral  valuable  anecdotes:  it  was  from  him  that  he  ob- 
tained an  account  of  the  Eyeo  war,  as  related  in  a former 
chapter. 


CHAP.  VlII. 

Commercial  regulations  adjujied.  — Story  of  Bulfinch  Lambe, 
— of  Prince  Tomo,  and  other  impofors.  — King’j  wafoing 
time, — Fetifche-^/^_y.  — Anny  exercifed,  — Muleys.  — Snel- 
grave’x  return  to  Jaquin. 

o U R author  now  obtained  an  audience  of  the  King,  for  the 
purpofe  of  adjufting  the  regulations  and  duties,  in  their  com- 
mercial intercourfej  where  he  had  the  opportunity  of  behold- 
ing him  in  another  and  much  more  amiable  point  of  view. 
For,  though  confcious  of  his  own  incompetency,  he  had  left 
G 2 his 

peop’.e,  which  feem  to  be  only  a kind  of  lujus  Natures^  have  caufed  fome  of 
our  geographers  to  aflert  the  exiftence  of  a nation  of  the  fame  colour,  in  the 
inland  parts.  Atkins  fays,  at  Sefthos  he  faw  a man  of  this  kind,  who  told  him 
he  ca.me  from  a great  diftance,  where  there  were  more;  Captain  B.  Lambe, 
that  he  had  feen  feveral ; Mr.  Thompfon,  that  he  had  feen  fuch  at  Angola,  and 
at  Madagafcar  ; and  feveral  have  been  exhibited  in  England.  But  all  this 
gives  no  warrant  for  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a nation. — J.F.  et  vide  Jtkins'^Yoy, 
p.  67. 
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his  part  of  this  bufinefs  to  a Caboceer,  who  had  refided  a on 
time  at  Whydab,  in  the  capacity  of  one  of  his  agents,  and  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt ; yet,  when  any  difference  or 
difficulty  arcfe,  he  interfered,  as  a moderator,  with  no  lefs 
intelligence  than  politenefs. 

When  Zunglar,  fo  was  the  agent  called,  had  afked  fuch  du- 
ties as  occahoned  fome  demur,  Trudo  no  fooner  underflood  the 
caufe,  than  he  told  Snelgrave,  that  though,  as  a conqueror, 
‘^he  could  eflabiiffi  what  im polls  he  pieafed,  yet,  as  he  was 
“ the  firPt  Engliffi  captain  Vv^ith  whom  he  had  treated  on  af- 
“ fairs  of  commerce,  he  would  indulge  him  like  a young  bride, 
“ who,  at  fiift,  rnufl  be  denied  nothing.”  Accordingly  he 
defined  him  to  name  the  duties  he  thought  reafonable  ; which 
having  done,  the  King  readily  accepted  of  them,  though  they 
amounted  to  no  more  than  the  half  of  what  had  been  lately  paid 
to  the  conquered  nation. 

After  much  conference,  having  adjufled  the  bufinefs  to  mutual 
fatisfadlion,  his  Majefty  fell  into  difcourfe  with  our  Captain,  on 
fevcral  fubjedls.  He  complained  much,  that  Lambe,  the  perfon 
mentioned  before,  though  he  had  made  him  great  prefents  at 
parting,  and  had  his  folemn  promife  tliat  he  v/ould  return 
fhoitly,  had  never  kept  his  word.  The  author  here  adds,  that 
Lambe  took  with  him,  by  the  King’s  order,  a black  man,  called 
Tom,  a native  of  Jaquin;  who  alfo  was  made  prifoner,  at  the 
taking  of  Ardra.  This  fellow,  who  fpoke  good  Englifh,  was 
defiicd  to  obferve  if  what  Lambe  had  faid  of  our  King,  cufloms, 

and 

* Tlie  imp  fii'ons,  both  at  Ardra  and  Whydab,  are  loudly  complained  of, 
by  moll  of  the  writers  about  this  time.  V.  Phillips^  227  ; 3395  Burlot^ 

j28i  Alk.m^  J72;  and  Sue' grave,  fevcral  places. 
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and  manner  of  living,  were  true.  But  Lambe,  glad  of  getting- 
out  of  the  clutches  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  detained, 
went  directly  to  Barbadoes,  fold  the  Haves  that  had  been  given 
him,  and  at  length  fold  Tom  himfelf  to  a gentleman  in  Mary- 
land. However,  hearing/at  Antigua,  in  1728,  what  our  author 
had  laid  about  him,  and  that  the  King  had  promifed  to  give 
him  a lliip-load  of  Haves,  if  he  returned  in  any  time  ; he  went 
to  Maryland;  perfuaded  Tom’s  maHer  to  give  him  up  ; and 
brought  him  to  England,  in  1731. 

Coming  to  our  author’s  houfe,  to  aHc  the  particulars  of  what 
he  had  heard  at  Antigua,  and  to  requeft  his  advice  on  the  pro- 
priety of  returning  to  Dahomy,  he  was  told  it  was  to  be  feared 
that,  five  years,  or  more,  being  now  elapfed,  it  would  be  too  late. 
The  next  news  he  heard  of  him  was,  that  he  had  delivered  a 
letter  to  King  George  If,  as  from  the  King  of  Dahomy;  and 
had  trumped  up  Tom  into  the  charadler  of  his  ambafiador ; 
giving  him  the  founding  title  of  Prince  Ado?no  Oroonoko  Tomo ; 
u.nder  which  title  he  was  generally  received ; and  feveral  plays 
were  performed  for  the  exprefs  entertainment  of  his  black 
highnefs  : a farce  that  probably  might  have  continued  much 
longer,  but  that  Caotain  SneHrave,  with  fome  trouble,  effaced 
the  impreliicns  that  had  been  made  on  the  Englifh  credulity. 
Lambe’s  letter  was  referred  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  who  declared 
it  to  be  fuppofititious ; and  Prince  Tom  was  fhortly  after  fent 
back,  to  his  own  country,  where  he  followed  the  employment 
cf  an  interpreter ; and  where,  no  doubt,  he  made  an  advan- 
tageous repcrt  of  the  fagacity  and  penetration  of  our  cou.ntry- 
mtn. 


This. 
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This  Is  neither  the  firfl:,  nor  the  laft  Impofition,  of  the  kind, 
put  upon  honefl  John  Bull.  We  have  had  fuch  black  princes 
in  abundance.  People  from  any  remote  part  of  the  world,  that 
w'ifli  to  carry  on  the  bulinefs  of  impofture  here,  never  fail  of 
finding  knaves  or  fools  to  affifc  them.  Befides  the  famous  Pfal- 
manaazar,  it  is  not  out  of  memory,  that  in  London  an  Indian 
bazar  fervant  had  afiumed,  with  fuccefs,  the  charadter  of  a great 
man  in  his  own  country,  and  was  on  the  point  of  being  employed 
very  ferioufly  ; but  that  his  mailer,  from  whom  he  had  been 
difmifled  for  his  roguery,  detedled  him.  At  China,  fome  time 
ago,  a fellow  of  that  country  was  about  to  be  bamboo’d,  for 
having  the  impudence  to  aflert,  that  he  had  been  introduced  at 
our  Court  : which,  to  the  lhame  of  thofe  who  introduced  him, 
was  however  found  to  be  but  too  true.  Nor  have  our  neigh- 
bours efcaped  j the  French  have  been  full  as  grofsly  impofed 
upon,  in  more  inllances  than  one  ; particularly  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  century,  when  Lewis  Hannibal,  no  lefs  than 
a King  on  the  Gold  Coaft  ! -f-  was  baptized  at  Paris,  by  the  fa- 
mous Billiop  of  Meaux,  Louis  XIV.  Handing  godfather.  Car- 
dinal Noailles,  fliortly  after,  adminiftered  the  facrament  to  him; 
and  he  was  conveyed  home  by  two  or  three  men  of  war,  with 
feveral  rich  prefents  : when  behold,  on  his  arrival,  he  proved 
to  be  a Slave  of  one  of  the  Caboceers  of  Aflinee,  that  the  French 
had  flolen  off  the  coaft,  and,  finding  to  be  a lad  of  genius,  had 
brought  with  them  to  France,  where  he  fet  up  the  pretence  of 
being  the  prince  or  king  of  Affinee. 

After  a great  deal  of  converfation,  which  lafted  till  near 
nine  o’clock,  the  vifitors  were  told  the  King’s  waffling  time  was 

come; 

* A fervant  belonging  to  a fhop  in  the  public  market. 

t Eurepean  Mercury,  1701.  This  paper  called  him  the  King  of  Syria  on 
il.c  Gold  Coaft,  inftcad  of  Aflinee.  Vide  alfo  Bofman,  394. 
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come  i therefore,  hiiving  firft  defired  permiffion  to  return  to 
Juquin  on  the  next  day,  they  rofe  and  thanked  his  majedy 
for  all  the  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  he  had  flaewn  towards 
them  j praying  that  God  would  blefs  him  with  length  of  days, 
for  the  happinefs  of  his  own  country,  and  that  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, who  ihould  come  to  it.  The  King  returned  his  thanks 
for  their  good  wiihes,  promiling  to  difpatch  them  according  to 
their  defire ; on  which  they  paid  their  refpeds,  and  parted. 

Next  morning,  expeding  an  audience  of  leave,  they  were 
dilappointed  3 for  it  happened  to  be  the  King’s  Fetifche-day,  on. 
which,  it  feems,  he  receives  no  company.  But  a polite  mef- 
lage  was  brought,  informing  them  they  were  at  liberty  to  depart 
when  they  pleafed.  This  congee  was  accompanied  by  prefents. 
of  llaves,  cattle,  and  provifions  to  the  vifitors ; and  cloaths  and 
money  to  their  fervants  3 which  put  them  all  into  a very  good- 
humour. 

In  the  afternoon  the  red  of  the  army  from  TufFoe  returned.. 
The  author,  and  his  companions,  faw  them  perform  the  cere- 
mony of  paffing  the  King's  gate,  and  go  through  their  exer- 
cife.  They  confided  of  about  3000  regular  troops,,  armed  with 
mufquets,  cutting  fwords,  and  fhields.  They  were  divided  into 
companies  3 each  having  their  proper  officers  and  colours,. 
Their  marching  was  in  a much  more  regular  order  than  our 
author  had  ever  feen  before,,  even  amongd;  the  Gold  Goad;  ne- 
groes 3 who  were  always  efteemed,  by  the  Europeans,  as  the 
bed  foldiers  on  the  coalh 

As  they  paded  the  King’s  gate,  every  foldier  prodrated  him- 
£elf,  kided  the  ground,  and  fprung  up  again  with  furprizing, 

agility  3. 
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agility  ; then  they  went  through  their  exercife,  in  the  area  before 
the  gate,  which  employed  them  nearly  two  hours  j and  wherein 
they  fired  at  leafi:  20  rounds  of  fmall  arms  : the  v/hole  being 
fo  well  conduced  as  to  afford  much  fatisfadion  to  our  author 
and  his  comipany,  as  well  as,  in  all  appearance,  to  the  innumera- 
ble fpedators.  Their  exercife  being  ended,  the  folaiers  were 
ordered  to  their  quarter  of  the  camp. 

This  army  w'^as  follov/ed  by  a rabble  of  ten  thoufand,  at  leaft ; 
carrying  baggage,  provifions,  dead  men’s  heads,  &c.  with  abun- 
dance of  boys,  bearing  the  foldiers  fhields,  as  was  the  ancient 
cuftom,  and  wiiich  long  prevailed  in  Europe.  The  linguifi  told 
the  travellers,  that  the  King  allowed  each  foldier  one  of  thefe 
boys,  at  the  public  charge ; who,  thus  brought  up  in  the  army, 
in  time  proved  an  excellent  recruit,  when  wanted.  From  this 
flroke  of  policy  it  is  eafy  to  judge  of  Trudo’s  genius  for  war, 
as  well  as  of  the  means  whereby  he  obtained  fuch  great  and  ealy 
vidories. 

In  the  evening,  going  to  take  their  leave  of  the  great  captain, 
they  found  in  his  tent  two  of  the  Muley  or  Malaye  people,  of 
which  there  were  about  40,  at  that  time,  in  the  camp.  They 
w'ere  black ; dreffed  in  long  gowns,  with  a kind  of  turban  on 
their  heads,  and  fandals  on  their  feet.  The  interpreter  told 
Captain  Snelgrave,  that  they  belonged  to  a nation  far  inland, 
bordering  on  the  IVfoors ; * had  been  taken  in  different  wars, 

as 


* This  is  the  moft  accurate  account  of  any  given  by  the  preceding  writers ; 
fome  of  whom  fiipppofed  them,  from  the  name,  to  be  natives  of  Malacca.  It 
feems  probable  that  Guinea  is  indebted  to  thefe  wandering  Mahometans,  for 
many  of  its  cuftoms ; and  Europe,  for  the  knowledge  of  the  inland  coun- 
tries. J.  F. 
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as  they  were  trading  from  one  country  to  another;  and  were, 
like  the  white  men,  podefled  of  the  art  of  writing.  The  King 
treated  them  kindly;  in  return  for  which,  they  dyed  goat  and 
Iheep’s  iTcins  of  divers  colours ; out  of  which,  amongPc  other 
ufes,  cartouch  boxes,  and  powder  bags,  were  made  for  the  fol- 
diers.  The  author  was  delirous  of  converfing  with  them,  but 
was  informed  it  would  give  offence  to  the  great  captain.  Know- 
ing the  jealoufy  of  all  the  negroes,  in  like  cafes,  he  defided  ; 
and  having  paid  his  vifit,  returned  to  his  tent.  Next  morning, 
himfclf,  and  his  companions,  who  had  all  completed  their  bu- 
finefs  at  Ardra,  to  their  fitisfadion,  fet  off  about  nine  o’clock; 
and  the  fervants,  glad  of  getting  from  the  place  where  they  had 
beheld  fuch  horrors,  trotted  with  them,  at  fuch  a pace,  that 
they  reached  Jaquin  at  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,. 

We  now  take  leave  of  our  traveller ; who,  notwithfianding 
his  journey,  and  all  the  methods  he  could  ufe,  found  great  dif- 
ficulties, from  the  roguery  of  the  Jaquins,  before  he  could  get 
his  loading ; and  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  conquered  nation, 
which  we  have  fo  long  neglected. 


* It  is  this  jealoufy  that  has  flopped  the  progrefs  of  all  the  European  inquirers 
into  the  geography  and  hiflory  of  this  part  of  Africa  ; and  which  will  probably 
remain  an  infuperable  obflruclion  to  it,  for  many  ages,  unlefs  we  could  em- 
ploy thefe  Moors  or  Malayes,  if  found  adequate  to  the  talk,  and  willing  to  un- 
dertake it.  They  feem  to  be  the  only  people  who  have  z pajje  par-tout,  and  who 
travel  much  farther  than  the  Caravans.  The  Malayes,  here,  are  detained,  as 
being  prifoners  of  war ; but  traders  would  not  be  under  fuch  reflridions,  as  we 
may  fee  by  comparing  the  treatment  of  Lambe,  With  that  of  other  white  peo- 
ple.-J.  F. 


PI 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Dijirefs  of  tJoe  Whydahs.  — Offue  driven  back  to  the  ijlands.  ■ 
Eyeos  interfere. — Dahomans  — Teftefole’j-  condndl. — 

WhydahV  fecond  attempt — without  fuccefs. 

T H E Whydahs  thus  difperfed,  and  in  the  greateft  diftrefs, 
their  King  fent  ambalTadors  to  Dahomy,  to  offer  his  fubjedtion  ; 
but  Trudo  rejedfed  his  offer,  under  pretence  that  his  conqueft; 
could  not  be  fecure,  whilft  that  monarch  was  alive  : giving 
them  at  the  fame  time  to  underftand,  that  the  furrender  of  their 
King  was  the  only  means  whereby  they  could  hope  to  be  reflored 
to  their  country. 

But  their  loyalty  was  fuperior  to  every  temptation  ; they  pre- 
ferred wretchednefs  to  treachery  j and  were  content  to  drag  on 
a miferable  exiflence,  till  an  occafion  fhould  offer,  to  recover 
by  exertion,  what  their  apathy  had  loft.  They  had  fled,  at  the 
firft  onfet,  in  multitudes,  to  the  iflands  near  Great  Popo ; 
and  the  conqueror,  by  keeping  up  a confiderable  army  in  Why- 
dah,  had  prevented  their  return  to  their  own  kingdom.  They 
continued  in  thofe  receffes  till  they  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
extremity,  and  obliged  to  fell  their  fervants,  and  even  their 

children. 


* Snelgrnve^  p.  85,  fays,  “ About  May,  1 729,  he  permitted  a great  number 
of  the  common  people  to  return,  and  they  began  to  build  houfes  near  the 
Lngbfh  and  French  forts;”  but  of  thefe  no  mention  is  afterwards  made.  Per- 
haps th’S  permiflion  is  confounded  with  the  following  tranfaiftion  of  Offire  and 
his  people. — J.  F. 
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children,  to  purchafe  fublifleace  from  the  neighbouring  Po- 
poes. 

In  this  llate  they  remained  feveral  months ; when  the  Da- 
homan  army,  at  Xavier,  being  conliderably  diminithed,  one  of 
the  King  of  Whydah’s  great  captains,  who  was  called  Offue,* 
left  the  illands,  and  attempted  to  make  a fettlement,  under  the 
protection  of  the  French  Fort,  about  four  miles  from  Xavier; 
but  the  Dahomans  coming  againft  them,  they  took  flaelter  in 
the  French  fort,  which,  in  the  alfiult,  was  blown  up,  and  many 
of  the  blacks  perilhed.  The  French  governor,  together  with 
Olfue,  and  fome  others,  made  their  efcape  to  the  Englith  fort, 
where  they  were  received  and  proteCled.  Olfue,  and  feveral  of 
the  men,  got  fafe  over  to  their  illand ; but  the  women  and  chil- 
dren fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dahomans,  who  fold  many  of 
them  to  the  ihips  then  in  the  road. 

The  Dahomans  expohulated  with  the  Englilh  on  their  inter- 
ference ; and  on  being  told  by  Governor  Wilfon  it  proceeded 
from  their  fudden  alfault  on  the  French,  his  neighbours,  which 
he  conlidered  as  the  common  cauie  of  all  the  European  fettlers, 
they  difcovered  a Icene  of  treachery  in  the  French  governor 
that  was  Ihocking  to  hear,  though  it  appeared,  in  fpite  of  his 
proteilations  to  the  contrary,  to  be  but  too  true.  They  affirmed, 
that  after  having  received  Olfue  and  his  followers  under  his  pro- 
tection, he  had  fent,  by  a French  furgeon  then  at  the  court,  to 
invite  the  Dahomans  down  to  deftroy  them,  promiling  that  he 
H 2 would 

* OlTue,  or  AlTue,  was  a notable  caboceer  at  Whydah,  when  Du  Marchais 
was  there,  in  1725.  V.  Prsvoji^  Vol.  iii.  p.  473.  And  the  ifland  where  he 
and  the  King  relided,  I find,  in  fome  MSS.  Sea  Journals  of  1736,  was  called 
OfTue,  or  AlTue’s  Ifland. — J.  F. 
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would  not  afford  them  any  protedlion  ; that,  from  finding  he  had 
aded  lb  contrary  to  his  promife,  and  not  from  any  quarrel  with 
his  nation,  or  any  of  the  whites,  they  had  proceeded  in  this 
manner.  Trudo  lent  a meflage,  upbraiding  the  French  governor 
with  his  perfidy,  but  at  the  fame  time  acquainting  him,  that 
having  no  quarrel  with  his  nation,  he  would  give  orders  to  re- 
pair the  fort,  if  he  required  it ; but  if  he  liked  it  better,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  depart,  with  all  his  countrymen,  whither  they 
pleafed.  This  governor  afterwards  met  with  a fevere  reward 
for  his  duplicity,  being  murdered  by  the  people  he  had  lb  abufed 
and  injured. 

After  this  difafier,  the  Whydahs  found  means  to  lay  their 
lituation  before  the  King  of  Eyeo,  and  to  implore  his  affiftance. 
This,  added  to  the  inftances  of  feveral  fugitive  princes,  then 
at  the  Eyeo  court,  whole  fathers  had  been  dlfpolfelfed  of  their 
kingdoms,  and  afterwards  llain  by  the  Dahomans,  at  length 
produced  the  wiflaed-for  effed:.  A great  army  was  raifed  with 
all  expedition,  and  ordered  to  make  a fecond  defcent  on  Daho- 
my.*  This  news,  nolefs.fatal  than  unexpeded,  having  reached 
the  ears  of  Trudo,  he  found  there  was  not  a moment  to  be  loll. 
His  former  plan  of  flying  to  the  fea  coafls,  he  judged  now  to  be 
inexpedient  3 as  the  Whydahs,  and  their  neighbours,  who  at 
length  had  found  the  neceflity  of  a firm  alliance  againft  the 
common  enemy,  were  ready  to  give  him  great  annoyance  in  fuch 
a lituation. 

He  therefore  refolved  to  bury  his  riches,  burn  his  towns,  and 
fly  into  the  woods  and  thickets  with  his  people. -f*  This  he  im- 
mediately 

* About  the  midiile  of  the  year  1728. 

t Snelgrave,  1 2 1.  This,  it  feems,  is  a common  thing  with  the  blacks,  in 
fuch  a fituaiion. 
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mediately  put  in  execution but  Appragah,  and  his  adherents, 
of  whom  mention  was  formerly  made,  not  getting  fo  foon  into 
motion,  were  overtaken  by  the  Eyeos,  and  many  of  them  mado 
prifoners  ; all  the  treafure  of  Appragah  was  feized  and  it  was 
not  without  diriiculty  that  himfelf  efcaped,  attended  by  only  a 
few  fervants. 

The  enemy,  difappointed  in  their  principal  aim,  fought  the 
Dahomans  in  their  retreats,  and  deftroyed  many  of  them  j pur- 
fuing  up  the  reft  fo  clofely,  that  they  were  reduced  to  the  ut- 
moft  neceflity  : but  they  bore  thefe  hardfhips  with  patience, 
knowing  that  the  rainy  feafonj'j-  and  want  of  forage,  would  foon 
drive  away  their  enemies ; which  happened  accordingly  : for,, 
about  the  beginning  of  May,  the  Eyeos  decamped,  and  left 
the  Dahomans  to  rebuild,  or  rather  repair,  their  towns  and 
villages,  X W'hich  they  had  now  been  driven  feverah 

months. 

Whilft  Dahomy  experienced  this  calamity,  various  reports 
prevailed  concerning  the  King.  Some  affirmed  that  he  was 
killed;  others,  that  he  was  fo  reduced  as  never  to  be  able  to 
dilfurb  his  neighbours  again  ; and  many  more  teemed  with  cir- 

eumftances 

* Smlgrave  fays  they  were  obliged  to  eat  many  of  their  flaves,  p.  122. 

«h  The  rainy  feafon  begins  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  lafts  to  the  begin- 
ning of  Augull.  It  is  very  malignant  to  both  blacks  and  white.  The  rains  fall 
more  l.ke  fountains  than  drops,  and  as  hot  as  if  warmed  over  the  fire.  Phillips^ 
p.  215.  Churchili’s  edition. 

J The  houfes  being  built  of  mud  or  clay,  were  not  much  hurt  by  the  fire; 
it  was  principally  the  bamboo  rafters,  and  the  thatch  that  covered  them,  which 
they  had  to  repair. — J.  F. 
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ciirriftances  equally  to  his  difadvantage  ; towards  all  which  re- 
ports belief  kept  pace  with  defire  : for  fince  the  Dahomans  had 
been  in  poifeirion  of  the  fouthern  kingdoms,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
pro  lufes  made  to  the  feveral  white  men  belonging  to  the  fadto- 
ries,  and  notwithiranding  all  the  labours  of  Snelgrave,  trade  had 
gone  but  fowly  and  irregularly  forward;  Trudo  aiming  more 
at  conqueil,  and  at  llriking  terror  into  his  enemies,  by  the  num- 
bers of  his  captives  facriiiced,  than  at  the  advantage  ufually 
made  of  them.  This  caufed  the  Fadories  to  wifh  for  the  re- 
ellabliiliment  of  the  Whydahs,  who,  though  they  had  been 
exorbitant  in  their  imports,  had  been  at  once  the  mofl:  com- 
mercial, as  well  as  the  moft  civilized  and  polite  people,  on  the 
whole  coaft.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder,  under  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  that  Te/lefole,  the  Englifh  governor,  a hot  and  unthinking 
man,  Ihould  eagerly  invite  the  King  of  Whydah  to  leave  his  barren 
irtand,  and  come,  wdth  all  his  people,  once  more  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  his  kingdom.  The  Monarch,  whofe  ears  were  not 
fliut  to  fuch  a propofition,  and  who  had  now  learned  courage  in 
the  fchool  of  Adverfity,  unwieldy  as  he  was,  marched  into 
Whydah,'^  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  of 
which  fome  thoufands  were  Popoes,  whofe  afliftance  he  had 
acquired.  With  thefe  he  encamped  under  the  French  and  EngliOi 
forts,  where  he  remained  a confiderable  time  before  the  King  of 
Dahomy  was  acquainted  with  the  tranfadtion. 

For  the  army  of  obfervatlon,  formerly  kept  at  Xavier,  having 
been  recalled  on  the  Eyeo  invafion,  and  the  Dahomans  being 
now  employed  in  the  repairs  of  their  different  towns,  fcarce 
thought  of  any  other  matter.  Befides,  they  had  too  mean  an 

opinion 


* About  Augurt,  1729. 
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opinion  of  the  fpirit  of  the  Whydahs,  to  think  them  capable  of 
any  exertion ; and  it  was  not  till  having  nearly  finilhed  their  work^ 
and  fending  down  a parcel  of  Daves  to  the  forts,  to  purchafe 
fuch  European  goods  as  probably  they  were  in  want  of,  that  they 
found  thofe  forts  furrounded  with  an  army  of  Whydahs. 

Amazed  at  this,  they  quickly  returned,  and  informed  their 
malfer  of  what  they  had  feen.  The  King  was  Druck  with  the 
news.  The  number  of  his  foldiers  had  been  greatly  reduced 
by  the  Eyeos ; he  had  lately  fent  an  army  againD  fome  of  the 
inland  countries  ; fo  that  he  might  have  reafonably  been  excufed, 
had  he  confidered  his  remaining  troops  as  infufficient  to  attack 
the  combined  force  of  Whydah  and  Popo.  But  Trudo,  equally 
politic  as  brave,  and  who  liad  before  experienced  the  timidity  of 
one  part  of  his  enemies,  thought  the  very  appearance  of  number 
would  be  fulhcient  to  put  them  to  flight ; the  other  he  knew  he 
was  Dill  more  than  able  to  cope  withal : he  thereupon  fpeedily 
collcdted  together  his  remaining  troops,  forming  with  them  the 
vanguard  of  his  army.  The  rear  he  compofed  of  a great 
number  of  women,  armed  like  foldiers,  having  their  proper 
oflicers,  and  furnifhed  like  regular  troops,  with  drums,  colours, 
and  umbrellas,  making  at  a diDance  a very  formidable  appear- 
ance. With  thefe  he  marched  againD  the  combined  armies  j 
who,  furprifed  at  the  appearance  of  fuch  a force,  when  they 
expected  the  Dahomans  were  quite  reduced,  began  to  debate  on 
the  propriety  of  a retreat.  Oifue  and  the  Popoes  determined 
to  Dand  their  ground  3 and  the  King  encouraged  his  part  to  do 
the  like.  The  battle  begun.  Offue,  and  the  Popo  general, 
attacked  the  Dahoman  right  wing  with  fo  much  vigour,  that 
they  drove  them  for  fome  time  before  them  ; but  the  troops= 
under  the  Whydah  King  gave  way  at  the  firD  onfet,  and  fled, 

not- 


5^  H I S T O R y 0 F D A H O M y. 

notwithflanding  all  the  efforts  of  their  leader,  who  wounded 
feveral  of  them  with  his  lance  in  their  flight.  The  Dahomans, 
Teing  this,  rallied  ; and,  in  their  turn,  attacking  the  rear  of 
Olfue’s  troops,  put  them  and  the  Popoes  to  the  rout.  The 
King  took  refuge  in  the  Englifli  fort,  whence,  by  the  connivance 
of  "Tejlefole,  he  efcaped  in  the  night  to  his  former  afylum. 


CHAP.  X. 

Trudo  recruits  his  army. — Accufed  of  mpolicy  and  perfidy. — Tef- 
tefole’j-  rafionefis  and  punifioment . — Trudo  makes  peace  with  the 
Eyeos. — Mahee  war. — Its  confiequences. 

TrU  D O was  not  unacquainted  with  the  part  which  the  Go- 
vernor had  played  on  this  occafion,  and  highly  refented  it ; 
but  difguiling  his  feelings  for  the  prefent,  and  leaving  a fmall 
army  at  Xavier,  he  repaired  to  Abomey.  Here  a numerous 
banditti  of  all  the  furrounding  nations  reforting  to  him,  he 
found  himfelF,  in  a few  months,  as  ftrong  and  powerful  as  be- 
fore the  Eyeo  war.  This  however  was  a very  impolitic  way 
of  recruiting  his  forces,  when  he  had  one  fo  much  better  in 
his  power  : for  this  Prince,  however  fagacious  in  other  refpedls, 
had  never  once  thought  that  increafe  of  dominions,  without  an 
increafe  of  people,  weakens  inftead  of  adding  ftrength  to  a king- 
dom ; nor  that  a nation,  however  numerous,  may  be  fo  difperfed 
over  a large  territory,  as  to  be  unable  to  defend  any  part  of  it, 

Inftead 
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rnftend  of  conciliating  the  affedions  of  the  conquered,  and  adding 
them  to  the  number  of  his  people,  he  thought  of  nothing  but 
their  dellrudion  ; by  which  means  he  drove  into  other  countries, 
fecured  from  his  invalions,  fome  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  va- 
luable fubjeds,  whofe  places  he  was  now  obliged  to  fupply  with 
the  refufe  and  outcafts  of  every  nation. 

Nay,  fo  eager  was  he  for  the  deftrudion  of  thofe,  on  whole 
poilefllons  he  had  feized,  that  he  fometimes  added  falfehood  and 
treachery  to  his  other  means  of  accomplilhing  it.  He  gave  his 
word  to  a number  of  the  people  of  Ardra,  that  on  payment  of 
a fmall  tribute  they  Ihould  have  leave  to  return  to  the  quiet  en- 
joyment of  their  own  country.  On  the  faith  of  this  many 
thoufands  adually  returned,  built  houfes,  cultivated  lands,  and 
were  purfuing  all  the  arts  of  peace,  when  the  Dahomans,  fud- 
denly  falling  upon  them,  killed,  or  made  captive,  all  who  could 
not  efcape  by  flight : an  adion  equally  impolitic,  unjuft,  and 
cruel ; which  did  more  hurt  to  Trudo’s  affairs  than  all  that  had 
been  done  them  by  his  enemies ; and  tarnilhed  all  the  glories 
of  his  con  quells. 

It  w'as  from  this  impolitic  condud,  of  dellroying  the  nations 
he  fubdued,  that  the  European  trade,  which  feemed  in  Trudo 
to  be  a collateral  objed  with  conquell  Itfelf,  gradually  fell  off,* 
fo  that  the  Ihips  were  detained  on  the  coalls  till  the  patience  of 
both  governors  and  traders  v/as  exhaulled.  'Tejiefole  was  fo 
far  exafperated  at  this,  together  with  the  behaviour  of  the  Da- 
homan  traders,  which  was  in  general  very  infolent,  that  he 
took  every  opportunity  of  tellifying  his  difpleafure.  He  treated 
any  of  them  that  came  to  the  fort  very  roughly ; caufed  one  of 

I their 


■Snelgrave,  p.  136. 
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their  principal  men  to  be  whipped  at  the  flag-ftafF,  telling  him, 
when  he  complained  of  this  great  indignity,  that  he  would 
ferve  his  King  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  had  him  in  his  power» 
This  foolifh  condudt,  added  to  his  former  ijiterference,  loft  him 
his  life  } forTrudo,  highly  offended,  caufed  him  to  be  watched, 
and  taken  by  furprize  : he  was  fent,  bound  hands  and  feet,  to 
the  King,  who  would  not  fee  him  ; but  delivering  him  into  the 
hands  of  fome  about  him,  they  cajoled  him  out  of  a quantity  of 
goods,  under  pretence  of  ranfom,  and  then  put  him  to  death  in 
a moft  cruel  manner.  ^ When  this  outrage  was  complained  of, 
Trudo  cunningly  excufed  himfelf,  by  faying  ‘‘  he  gave  no  orders 
**  for  his  death  j he  only  defired  fome  of  his  principal  people 
**  to  carry  him  to  Xavier,  where  they  might  do  with  him  what 
“ they  pleafed ; but  he  little  thought  they  would  have  ufed  a 
**  white  gentleman  in  fuch  a manner.”  Notwithftanding  this 
affertion,  it  is  very  plain  that  his  officers  knew  his  mind  ; for, 
though  he  was  earneftly  requefted  to  enquire  after,  and  punifh 
the  offenders,  no  fuch  ftep  was  ever  taken  : he  only  obferved, 
upon  another  occafion,  that  what  had  been  done  to  *IeJlefoley 
his  own  imprudence  had  brought  upon  himfelf  j and  hoped  the 
African  Company  would  fend  a fitter  perfoii  to  govern  their 
fort  in  future. 

About  this  time,  being  apprehenfive  of  another  very  dif- 
agreeable  vifit  from  the  Eyeos,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would 

permit 

♦ Snelgrave  fays,  that  having  faflened  him  to  Hakes  fixed  in  the  ground,, 
with  his  face  to  the  earth,  they  cut  open  his  arms,  back,  thighs,  and  legs,  in 
feveral  places,  filling  the  wounds  with  a mixture  of  fair,  pepper,  and  lime- 
juice  j in  which  torment,  after  he  had  remained  fome  time,  they  cut  off  his 
head,  divided  his  body  in  pieces,  broiled  them  on  the  coals,  and  ate  them  j 
boafiing  to  fome  Portuguefe  gentlemen,  who  upbraided  them  with  it,  that  Eng» 
Jifti  beef  was  very  good.  SnsL  p.  133-4. 
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permit  them  to  march ; to  avert  fuch  dehgn,  and  ingratiate 
himielt  in  the  favour  of  their  King,  the  Dahoman  Monarch  fent 
amballadors  to  him,  loaded  with  rich  prefents,  amongft  which 
was  one  of  his  handfomefl:  daughters.  Thefe  were  gracioufly  re- 
ceived ; and  the  amballadors  having  gained  over  fome  of  the 
grandees  about  the  King,  by  prefents  of  large  pieces  of  coral, 
which  the  Eyeos  elbeem  above  all  things,  they  by  thefe  means 
obtained  for  their  mailer  a very  advantageous  peace  ; which  was 
ihortly  after  further  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  one  of  the  King 
of  Eyeo’s  daughters,  whom  he  fent  to  Trudo  for  a wife,  and 
who  was  received  with  every  demonllration  of  joy  by  the  King 
and  the  whole  nation.  * 

The  Dahomans,  being  thus  delivered  from  their  anxiety,  found 
thcmfelves  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  other  defigns ; and  ac- 
cordingly direfled  their  force  againft  their  neighbours,  the  Ma- 
hees,-!-  which  probably  was  the  nation  they  were  engaged  with, 
at  the  time  of  the  lafh  redudlion  of  the  Whydahs.  We  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  motives  that  brought  on  this  war  j j;  but  we 
find  that  Trudo  here  was  baffled  by  the  fame  contrivance  which 
he  had  ufed  in  defending  himfelf  againft  the  Eyeos  : for  the 
Mahees,  taking  to  their  woods  and  mountains,  fo  annoyed  and 
harralfed  the  Dahomans,  that,  on  the  approach  of  the  rainy 
feafon,  the  whole  army  was  difeontented,  and  murmuring  to 
I 2 return 


Smigraz'ty  135. 

t Snelgrave  calls  them  the  Yahoos;  but  this  is  the  now  eflablilhed  pronun- 
ciation. For  an  account  of  the  Mahees,  vide  Poll.  Life  of  Ahadee.  Ch.  3. 

t Snelgrave  fays,  Trudo  had  fent  an  army  into  their  country  to  take  flaves  j 
but  the  fequel  does  not  feem  to  juftify  this  interpretation  of  Trudo’s  intea- 
■tions. 
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return  home.  This  unufual  behaviour  of  his  troops  exafperated^. 
the  fiery  and  impatient  fpirit  of  Trudo;  he  upbraided  their 
pufillanimity,  and,  without  any  ceremony,  put  feveral  principal 
officers  to  death,  for  daring  to  mention  a retreat.  This  feverity, 
though  it  fuppreffed  their  murmurs,  did  not  leffen  their  dif- 
content  : accordingly  many  defertions  took  place,  of  both  fol- 
diers  and  officers ; but  the  mod;  alarming  was  that  of  one  of 
his  fons,  wIk),  with  4000  men,  fled  to  the  King  of  Weemy. 

Trudo,  nothing  difmayed,  was  determined  on  vidory  or 
death;  he  accordingly  animated  his  remaining  troops,  who,, 
following  his  example,  fell  on  the  Mahees  with  fuch  fpirit,  as- 
drove  them  from  their  recefles,  and  put  them  to  flight.  It 
was  then  that,,  confldering  the  fatigued  ftate  of  his  army,  and 
the  inconvenience  of  the  prefent  feafon,  he  contented  himfelf 
with  the  victory  obtained,  and  declining  further  purfuit,  led. 
his  army  back  to  Dahomy. 


CHAP.  XL 


'Difcontent  of  the  Jaquins. — Trudoh  endeavours  to  reconcile 
them.  — Their  conffiracy and  deJiruQion.  — TrudoV  death 
and  charadler. 


JaQJJ  I N,  after  having  been  received  under  the  protedlion  of 
Dahomy,  hoped  to  have  had  a flourifhing  trade,  and  even  to 
have  engrofled  that  of  the  whole  coafl:;  but  finding  Trudo’s 
ideas  wholly  employed  on  conquefl,  and  that  the  Dahomans 

around 


* This  probably  was  the  eldeft  fon  Zingah^  who  perhaps  was  deprived  of  the 
right  of  fucceflion  on  this  account.  Vide  poll.  Life  of  Ahadee,  ch.  i. 
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around  them  were  as  unfit  for  commerce  as  their  mafter,  they 
became  very  difcontented.  Befides,  learning  by  his  treatment 
of  others,  how  little  they  could  depend  upon  the  promifes  of 
their  conqueror,  they  lived  continually  on  the  alarm.  Ac- 
cordingly they  always  kept  a number  of  canoes  ready  to  affilb 
their  flight,  in  cafe  of  a fudden  attack  from  the  Dahomans ; 
and  even  fent  their  wives  and  children,  together  with  the  moft 
valuable  of  their  goods,  to  an  ifland  on  the  fea-coaft,  about  ten 
leagues  to  the  ea  If  ward' of  Jaquin,  under  the  protedfion  of  the 
King  of  Appah  : * whither  they  knew  the  enemy,  from  their 
fear  of  the  water  and  ignorance  of  navigation,  would  not  fol- 
low them. 

Trudo  did  what  he  could  to  quiet  their  minds,  but  they  were 
never  long  together  fatisfied  with  the  Dahomans  condudl ; and 
now  reports  being  current,  that  the  King’s  force  was  confiderably 
reduced,  and  his  remaining  troops  difafFedled,  they  thought  it 
a proper  time  to  fhake  off  the  yoke.  Accordingly,  with  the 
advice  and  affiffance  of  the  Dutch  governor.  Mynheer  Hertog, 
they  ftirred  up  the  King  of  Weemy,  and  other  neighbouring 
princes,  to  join  them,  by  reprefenting  this  great  defign  as  equally 
important  to  them  all ; promifing  them,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
neceflary  fupplies  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

Befides,  having  confidered  the  advantage  of  ftrong-holds,  whi- 
ther on  occafion  the  weakeif  might  retire,  and  check,  or  even 
repel  a fuperior  force ; the  Jaquins  intended,  under  the  diredion 
of  the  Europeans,  to  conlfrud  fortifications,  that  fo  nothing 

might 

* The  kingdom  of  Appah  reaches  from  this  ifland  as  far  as  the  bay  of  Benin. 
Snclgrave,  p.  82. 
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might  be  wanting  to  infure  fuccefs.  But  Trudo  had  timely  in- 
timation of  their  intentions  j and,  under  pretence  of  an  expedition 
into  the  inland  countries,  quickly  colledted  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men,  which  he  put  under  the  command  of  a faith- 
ful general,  with  public  orders  to  march  inland  ; thefe  he 
complied  with  till  night,  when,  according  to  his  fecret  in- 
flrudbions,  he  fuddenly  changed  his  courfe,  and  marched  im- 
mediately to  Jaquin,  by  the  way  of  Whydah. 

They  arrived  at  Jaquin  about  dinner-time,  and,  though  fo 
numerous,  had  almoft  entered  the  town  before  they  were  difeo- 
vered.  Under  fo  great  a furprize  and  confternation,  it  is  no 
wonder  at  the  confufion  that  followed.  Slaughter  and  deftrudtion 
reigned  every  where  ; even  the  canoes  prepared  for  the  purpofe 
of  efcape,  in  this  alarm  were  of  little  ufe ; for  the  Dahomans 
fo  fpread  themfclves,  as  almoft  every  where  to  intercept  the  fu- 
gitives. It  was  with  difficulty  that  the  King,  or  Lord  of  Ja- 
quin, together  with  Hertog,  and  fome  of  the  principal  people, 
efcaped  to  Appah,  which  was  alfo  the  refuge  of  fuch  of  the 
common  people  as  could,  by  bravery  or  good  fortune,  make 
their  way  to  the  water-fide. 

The  daughter  and  plunder  that  enfued  may  eafily  be  imagined, 
from  what  we  have  already  feen  of  the  Dahoman  fpirit.  Her- 
tog  loft  all  the  riches  of  the  fadtory  j and  the  Lord  of  Jaquin, 
all  that  remained  in  his  palace ; but  what  he  moft  felt  was  the 
lofs  of  a much-beloved  mother,  who  was  in  great  efteem  with 
the  people  in  general,  and  of  whofe  fate  he  could  never  after- 
wards obtain  information. 


Nor 
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Nor  was  the  fituation  of  the  other  Europeans  found  here,  at 
this  time,  much  better  than  that  of  Hertog.  Their  fadories 
were  rifled  ; themfelves  made  prifoners,  and  fent  up  to  the 
King  of  Dahomy,  at  Ardra,  forty  or  fifty  miles,  on  foot,  under 
a vertical  fun,  to  the  manifefl:  danger  of  their  lives.  Indeed 
that  prince  had  little  inducement  to  pay  them  any  further  re- 
gard, having  been  very  ill  treated  by  the  whites,  notwith- 
flanding  all  his  politenefs  and  attention  to  them ; yet,  when, 
they  complained  to  him  of  their  hard  treatment,  and  that  they 
had  had  neither  vidtuals  nor  refrefiiment  fince  they  were  made 
prifoners,  he  hafiily  went  into  an  inner  room,  brought  out  a 
hatchet,  broke  open  a calk  of  beef,  taken  amongfl:  the  plunder, 
and  ordered  feveral  pieces  to  be  dreifed  for  them  immediately. 

As  this  tranfadlion  was  fo  precipitate,  fome  of  the  Europeans 
were  much  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  the  hatchet,  and  the  feeming 
agitation  of  the  King,  thinking  their  lives  were  in  danger ; but 
they  were  agreeably  deceived  : and  though  they  remained  fome 
time  in  captivity,  yet,  on  the  remonflrances  of  Mr.  Dean,  the 
Britilh  governor  at  Whydah,  they  were  all  at  length  releafed. 

This  fecond  conquefi:  of  Jaquin  happened  on  the  2 2d  of 
March,  173-I-  j fhortly  after  which  Trudo  fell  ill,  and  fubmitted 
to  the  univerfal  conqueror.  The  circumftances  of  his  death 
are  not  handed  down  to  us ; but  we  know  that  the  fame  of  his 
great  actions  continues  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Dahomy 
to  this  day.  They  not  only  revere  his  memory,  but  even  fwear 
by  his  name,  as  the  mofi:  folemn  of  all  affeverations. 

Trudo,  confidered  as  a conqueror,  feems  little  inferior  to 
any  other  of  that  clafs,  which  has  fvvoln  the  page  of  hiftory. 

Like 
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Like  them  he  waded  to  glory,  through  an  ocean  of  innocent 
blood  i and  like  them  experienced  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune. 
Yet  he  never  once  loft  his  magnanimity,  nor ‘wept,  like  Alex- 
ander, Avhen  his  generals  refufed  to  follow  him  : he  knew  how 
to  enforce  obedience ; and  drove,  when  he  could  not  lead,  them 
to  conqueft.  It  is  true,  bred  as  the  nation  was  to  war,  it  fel- 
dom  wanted  fuch  incitement.  We  ftiall  find,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory,  inftances  of  an  heroic  fpirit  that  would  do  honour 
to  any  nation  ; yet,  when  that  fpirit  flagged,  Trudo  was  at  hand 
to  roufe  it : and  if  he  is  accufed  of  want  of  feeling,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  a true  belligerent  infenfibility,  alike  to  his  own  ca- 
lamities, and  thofe  of  other  people. 

Though  rigid  to  thofe  who  oppofed  his  arms,  he  was  mild 
and  generous  to  fuch  as  readily  fubmitted  to  them  3 witnefs  his 
treatment  of  Appragah.  His  politenefs  to  the  Europeans  was 
exemplary  3 and  which,  in  fpite  of  the  injuries  he  received 
from  a part  of  them,  he  honourably  continued  to  the  reft. 
From  traces  of  fuch  greatnefs  of  mind  we  may  juftly  incline  to. 
believe,  that,  where  his  condudt  has  appeared  the  moft  reprehen- 
fible,  it  has  arifen  from  our  ignorance  of  his  motives,  which 
ftiould  be  known  to  form  a proper  judgment  of  human 
actions. 

His  perfon,  as  defcribed  by  Snelgrave,  was  middle-  fized  and 
full-bodied  3 and,  as  near  as  he  could  judge,  his  age  was,  at 
that  time,  (1727)  about  five  and  forty  : his  face  was  pitted  with 
the  fmall  pox,  or  perhaps  tattod*d  in  imitation  of  it,  as  is  cuf- 
tomary  in  that  country  3 neverthelefs  there  was  fomething  in 
,his  countenance  very  taking,  and  withal  majeftic.  Upon  the 

whole. 
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whole,  fays  that  writer,  I found  him  the  mod:  extraordinary 
man  cf  his  colour  that  I had  ever  coriverfed  with.  * 

At  his  death  he  left  to  his  heirs  a kingdom  much  enlarged  i 
yet  as  it  was  enlarged  by  conquefl:,  without  being  fecured  by 
policy,  he  left  with  it  hereditary  wars,  which,  like  thorns  in 
its  diadem,  have  tortured  the  royal  brow  of  Dahomy  to  this 
day. 


* Snelgravej  p.  75i 
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PART  THE  SECOND. 

CONTAINING 

THE  REIGN 

O F 

B O S S J A H A D E E, 

KING  OF  DAHOMY. 


CHAP.  I. 

BofTa  Ahadee  chofen  in  preference  to  his  elder  brother  Zingah.— 
Murders  all  of  the  name  of  Boffa.—  Z\i\gz\\s  rebellion  and 
death. -^Rebellion  of  the  Mayhou. 

T R U D O ’ s death  was  concealed,  to  prevent  the  horrid 
confufion  and  outrages,  as  is  cuftomary  upon  fuch  occafions, 
until  the  prime  minifters,  who  are  ftyled  the  Tamegan  and 
Mayhou, had  confulted  together,  and  determined  which  of 
^ his 

* The  former  is  the  prime  iniaiftcr ; the  latter  is  mailer  of  the  cerc- 


inonits. 
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his  Ions  was  to  fucceed  ; a trufl  which  devolves  to  thofe 
othcers,  upon  the  dcceale  of  their  fovereign  : for  though  the  (bn 
who  is  firli  born,  after  liis  father  becomes  veiled  with  the  regal 
dignity,  is  elioemed  heir  apparent  to  his  dominions  ; yet  if  he  ap- 
pears to  thole  two  miniders,  from  fome  defedl  or  vice,  either  of 
body  or  mind,  to  be  unworthy  of  this  exalted  llation,  they  have 
the  power  of  rejeding  him,  and  of  choofing,  from  among  the 
other  children,  him  whofeems  to  be  mod;  deferving  or  bed  qua- 
liiied  to  rule  over  them.^'  Upon  the  prefent  occalion,  they  rejeded 
the  elded  fon,'f'  and  were  unanimous  in  fixing  their  choice  on 
Ahadee;  whole  reign  proved  a continued  feries  of  mifery  to 
his  unhappy  country,  and  who,  notwithdanding  fome  good 
qualities,  was  a bad  king,  and  a worfe  man. 

The  Tamegan  and  Mayhou  having  determined  on  their 
choice,  announced  Trudo’s  death,  and  proclaimed  Ahadee  king. 
His  elder  brother  Zingah,  thus  finding  his  hopes  difappointed, 
and  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  lots  of  an  inheritance,  with 
the  expedation  of  which  he  had  flattered  himfelf,  founded 
privately  the  difpofition  of  his  friends.  On  applying  to  thofe 
upon  whom  he  had  conferred  favours  in  his  father’s  life-time, 
he  received  the  aflurance  that  numbers  were  willing  to  efpoufe 
K 2 his 

* This  we  find  likewife  to  have  been  the  cuftom  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ti'hydah ; where,  like  what  happens  alfo  in  Dahomy,  a general  plunder 
prevailed,  until  the  choice  of  the  new  king  was  publicly  announced.  There 
is  fo.mething  remarkable  in  this  temporary  anarchy,  and  return,  as  it  were, 
into  the  ftate  of  nature,  as  if  it  were  originally  meant  to  make  the  people 
eager  for  the  revival  of  fovereign  power,  and  a fettled  government.  R.  N. 

f Probably  this  was  that  fon  who,  in  the  Mahee  war,  deferred  from  his 
father.  Vide  ante  p.  60.  J.  F. 
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his  caufe ; and  he  began  to  concert  meafures  to  farpnTe  his 
brother,  and  feize  the  government  either  by  flratagem  or 
force.  Ahadee,  however,  having  received  intelligence  of  his 
defign,  Zingah,  and  the  principal  confpirators,  were  fcized, 
when  they  were  juft  on  the  point  of  taking  up  arms  to  alTerc 
his  claim.  The  prince  was  fewed  up  in  a hammock  at 
Abomey,  from  whence  he  was  carried  to  Whydah,  where  he  was- 
put  into  a canoe,  taken  about  two  leagues  out  to  fea,  and  there 
thrown  over-board  and  drowned.  The  law  of  the  country  does- 
not  allow  the  facred  blood  of  the  royal  family  to  be  filed,  but 
appoints  this  puniffiment  for  their  offences.  Such  was  the  end 
of  Zingah,  whofe  adherents  were  likewife  all  put  to  death. 

The  King  having  thus  got  rid  of  his  competitor,  and  being, 
now  fecure  in  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of  his  dominions,  threw 
off  the  mafk,  and  gave  an  unbounded  indulgence  to  his  incli- 
nations, which  unhappily  were  of  the  worff  kind.  One  of  the 
firft  edidls  of  his  reign  was,  that  every  man  of  the  name  of 
Boffa,  fhould  be  put  to  death ; which  cruel  order  was  pundtually 
executed  throughout  his  dominions.  Old  and  young  indifcrirni- 
nately  fuffered ; and  many  innocent  and  ufeful  men  were  loft  to- 
the  community,  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  a wretch,  who  thought- 
it  an  infult  to  majefty,  that  a fubjedt  fhould  bear  the  fame  name 
as  the  fovereign. 

Though  Fame  has  tranfmitted  this  enormity  to  poflerity,  fhe 
has  been  kind  to  his  memory  in  burying  in  oblivion  the  repeated 
adts  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion,  which  at  laft  roufed  the  Mayhou, 
and  induced  him  in  the  year  1735  to  take  up  arms,  to  free  his 
country  from  the  tyranny  under  which  it  groaned. 


Great, 
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Great,  Indeed,  mufi;  have  been  the  provocations  that  induced 
the  Mayhon  to  take  this  dcfperate  ftep  : for  it  is  the  dirpofition 
cf  the  Dahomans  to  think  favourably  of  their  king,  and  to 
approve  his  adions.  They  reverence  him  with  a mixture  of 
love  and  fear,  little  Ihort  of  adoration.  When  I alked  a 
Dahoman,  juld  before  his  going  to  battle,  if  he  was  not 'appre- 
henfive  of  rinding  the  enemy  too  ftrong;  I think  of  my 
“ king,”  faid  Dakou,  and  then  I dare  engage  rive  of  the 
“ enemy  myfelf.”  I am  anxious  for  your  fafety,  faid  I,  and 
fhall  be  happy  that  you  efcape  the  dangers  of  the  day.  “ It 
“ is  not  material,”  replied  he ; my  head  belongs  to  the  king, 
not  to  myfelf : if  he  pleafe  to  fend  for  it,  I am  ready  to 
“ rerign  it;  or  if  it  be  fliot  through  in  battle,  1 am  fatisried — 
it  is  in  his  fervice.”  Even  at  this  day,  •j*  after  a tyranny  of 
forty  years,  every  Dahoman  poffefles  the  fame  fentiments ; their 
loyalty  and  attachment  remain  unfliaken.  Though  the  people 
are  daily  falling  vidims  to  the  avarice  or  anger  of  their  prince, 
and  there  is  not  an  individual  in  his  dominions  who  has 
not  lofl  fome  near  and  dear  connexion  by  his  orders,  yet 
their  misfortunes  are  not  attributed  to  him,  but  entirely  to 
their  own  indiferetions ; and  whatever  the  king  does,  they  are 
perfuaded  is  right.  Such  blind  fubmiflion  and  obedience  is 
probably  no  where  elfe  to  be  found,  [j; 

The  Mayhou,  who  had  feen  better  days  in  the  fervice  of 
Trudo,  under  whom  he  had  been  brought  up,  finding  all 

his 

* A faithful  fervant  whom  I employed  in  my  fa(51:ory,  hut  who  afterward* 
fell  undefervedly  under  the  King’s  difpleafure,  and  was  fold,  by  his  order, 
for  a flave.  R.  N. 

t 1772'  When  Mr.  Norris  was  colle6ling  thefe  memoirs.  J.  F. 

% The  inland  Kings  were  no  lefs  defpotic  in  the  time  of  Leo ; and  were  ap- 
proached with  tie  like  ceremonies  and  proftrations,  J.  F. 
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Ills  peiTaafions  ineffectual  to  reclaim  the  young  king,  who 
was  deaf  to  his  advice,  could  no  longer  remain  a mere 
fpeCfator  of  the  diffreffes  of  his  country.  He  had  erred  in  his 
■choice  when  he  preferred  Ahadee  to  his  brother;  and  judging 
it  a duty  wlaich  he  owed  to  his  country,  to  free  it  from  the 
tyrant  whom  he  had  been  inffrumental  in  placing  upon  the 
throne,  he  withdrew  from  court,  and  foon  appeared  in  open 
rebellion  at  the  head  of  a powerful  army.  Thus,  in  addition 
to  the  evils  with  which  Ahadee  had  afHiCled  his  country,  he 
plunged  it  into  the  horrors  of  a civil  war.  The  iflue  of  this, 
had  the  event  been  equal  to  the  juffice  of  it,  might  have  been 
fatal  to  him  ; but  it  terminated  otherwife  by  the  exertions  of 
the  Ag^ow,  or  commander  of  the  royal  army,  in  which  were 
many  of  the  br-ave  veterans  who  had  fo  often  conquered  under 
Trudo.  He  entirely  defeated  the  rebels  : the  Mayhou,  and  many 
of  his  friends,  fell  in  the  engagement ; the  prifoners  taken  on 
this  occafion  were  put  to  death  ; and  the  few  who  efcaped, 
having  nothing  to  hope  from  the  king’s  clemency,  and  to  avoid 
the  tortures  intended  for  them,  fled  into  the  neighbouring  ffates, 
where  they  ended  their  days  in  exile. 

The  King  feems  to  have  harboured  no  vindictive  refentment 
againfl  the  Mayhou’s  family ; for  he  foon  after  advanced  his 
younger  brother  to  his  office,  wherein  he  continued  till  his 
death,  which  happened  in  the  fucceeding  reign  ; a circumfliance 
rather  extraordinary  in  Ahadee’s  conduCt,  as  he  has  left  us  very 
few  inftances  of  his  clemency,  in  offences  lefs  heinous  than  that  of 
the  Mayhou.  When  a man  is  condemned  to  death,  or  to  flavery, 
in  confequence  of  having  committed,  or  (which  in  Dahomy 
often  amounts  to  the  fame)  of  having  been  accufed  of  a crime, 
his  effects  are,  by  law,  forfeited  to  the  king ; his  domeftics, 

relations. 
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relations,  and  friends,  are  all  feized ; fome  of  them  perhaps 
fuffer  death  ; the  remainder  are  always  fold  for  flaves.  This 
being  the  cafe,  it  is  evident  that,  when  the  delinquent  happens 
to  be  a man  of  conlequence,  with  numerous  dependants  and 
connexions,  who  are  deprived  of  their  lives  or  liberty  on  his 
account,  the  ftate  muft  fuffer  a very  confiderable  lofs  : yet  this 
is  a calamity  which  often  happens  j and,  together  with  the 
carnage  of  war,  muft  have  contributed  greatly  to  depopulate 
this  unhappy  country. 


CHAP.  II. 


Jbe  itrcafioti  of  the  Eyeos. — Dijirejfed  ftuation  of  the  Dahomans.. 
— Ahadee’j  kindnefs  to  the  Britif  Governor. — 'The  Dahomans 
are  haraffed  by  the  irruptions  of  the 'Ey &os.— An  accommodation 
takes  place. 


Alth  OUGH  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom 
was  reftored  by  the  Mayhou’s  defeat  and  death,  the  Dahomans 
did  not  long  enjoy  the  fweets  of  peace:  a ftorm  unexpedledly 
arofe  from  another  quarter.  The  Eyeos,.  their  former  dread  and 
fcourge,  again  began  to  threaten  them ; whofe  numbers  they 
feared,  even  more  than  their  prowefs. 


The  Dahomans,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  ftrength  of  an  Eyeo 
army,  aifert,  that  when  they  go  to  war,  the  general  fpreads  the 
hide  of  a buffalo,  which  is  naturally  very  thick  and  tough,  be- 
fore the  door  of  his  tent,  and  pitches  a fpear  in  the  ground, 

on 
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on  each  fide  of  it,  between  which  the  fbldiers  march,  until  the 
barefooted  multitude,  wliich  pafs  over  the  hide,  have  worn  a 
hole  through  it : as  foon  as  this  happens,  he  prefumes  that 
his  forces  are  numerous  enough  to  take  the  field.  Though 
the  Dahomans  may  podibly  exaggerate,  the  Eyeos  are  certainly 
a very  populous,  warlike,  and  powerful  nation. 

It  was  in  the  year  1758  that  they  again  invaded  Dahomy, 
with  an  immenfe  army,  laying  the  country  wafle,  with  fire  and 
fword,  to  the  gates  of  Abomey.  Here  the  Dahomans  had  col- 
Isfted  their  whole  flrength,  determined  to  ftand  their  ground, 
and  wait  the  arrival  of  the  enemy.  Though  inferior  in  numbers, 
they  were  not  intimidated.  They  had  once  fled  from  them, 
and  now  remembered  the  evils  they  had  fuffered  by  their  flight. 
They  knew  their  valour  was  never  called  forth  upon  a more 
trying  occafion  : however,  they  felt  that  their  country,  and 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them,  lay  at  flake ; and  they  de- 
termined to  do  all  that  could  be  expedled  in  their  defence.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  Eyeos  made  the  attack  in  the  morning, 
they  received  them  warmly,  repulfed  them  twice,  with  great 
fl  lughter,  performing  fuch  w'onders,  that  vidlory  for  fome 
time  hung  in  fufpenfe  ; but  frefli  fupplies  of  the  enemy  con- 
ibntly  pouring  in  to  replace  thofe  who  fell,  the  Dahomans, 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  were  at  laft  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior 
numbers.  They  retreated,  under  cover  of  the  night,  into 
Abomey,  having  killed  of  the  Eyeos  above  twice  the  amount 
of  their  own  army.  Their  fituation  now  became  truly  cala- 
mitous, and  they  had  no  profpedl  before  them,  but  the  utter 
extinction  of  their  name  and  nation. 


Abomey 
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Abomey  is  a very  large  town,  farrounded  with  a deep  moat ; 
but  it  has  no  wall  nor  bread:*  work  to  defend  the  befieged,  nor 
are  there  any  fprings  of  water  in  it : confequently,  it  could  not  be 
long  tenable.  The  firft  care  of  the  Dahomans  on  the  night 
after  the  battle,  whilll;  the  Eyeos  were  too  much  fatigued  to 
interrupt  them,  was  to  fend  away  the  wounded,  together  with 
the  women  and  children,  to  Zafla,  a town  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Abomey.  Ahadee,  who  was  already  there, 
having  learned  the  unfortunate  iffue  cf  the  day,  immediately 
fled,  with  his  women  and  treafure,  to  an  almofl  inacceflible 
retreat,  about  four  hours  journey  from  Zafla,  the  path  leading 
to  which  is  extremely  intricate,  and  known  to  very  few  of 
the  Dahomans  themfelves : nor  is  this  retirement  ever  vifited, 
except  in  cafes  of  the  lafl:  extremity,  when  the  King  is  obliged 
to  fly  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon.  Mr.  Gregory,  governor  of 
the  Britifli  fort  at  Whydah,  happening  to  be  at  ZalTa  at  this 
time,  the  King  %vas  pleafed  to  take  him  in  his  fuite  j which 
was  edeemed  an  extraordinary  mark  of  refpedt,  as  none  but  the 
King’s  own  family  take  fhclter  there. 

The  Agaow,  or  general  at  Abomey,  continued  to  defend  the 
place,  and  amufe  the  enemy,  until  he  learned  that  the  King  was 
fafc,  and  that  Zalfa  was  evacuated  : he  then  took  the  advantage 
of  a dark  night,  conduced  the  remains  of  his  army  fafely 
through  the  enemy,  and  fled ; leaving  the  town  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Eyeos,  who  afterwards  plundered  aud  burnt  it,  as  they  alfo 
did  Calmina  and  Zafla.  They  lived  in  the  country  at  difcretion, 
as  long  as  they  could  procure  fubfidence  ; but  that  failing  in  a 
few  months,  they  returned  to  their  own  country.  Had  the 
Eyeos,  when  they  engaged  at  Abomey,  detached  a part  of  their 
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numerous  army,  and  attacked  ZafTa  at  the  fame  time,  the 
King  and  all  his  treafure  muft  inevitably  have  fallen  into  their 
hands  : for  this  negledl,  their  general  was  difgraced  upon  his 
return. 

The  Eyeos  continued  for  feveral  years  afterwards  to  harafs  the 
Dahomans  with  an  annual  vifit,  who  never  thought  it  prudent 
after  this  to  rilk  an  engagement ; but,  when  apprifed  of  the  enemy 
being  in  motion,  they  ufed  to  evacuate  their  towns,  divide  into 
fmall  parties,  and  fhelter  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  in  their 
faftnelfes  and  woods.  Ahadee  ufed  all  his  efforts  to  obtain  an 
accommodation,  offering  the  Eyeos  any  reafonable  compenfation. 
to  refrain  from  hoftilities  j but  it  was  difficult  to  fatisfy  their 
demands.  They  claimed,  in  confequence  of  a former  treaty,  an 
annual  tribute,  the  payment  of  which  had  been  omitted  fince  the 
time  of  Trudo.  Though  the  amount  of  thefe  arrears  was  con- 
fiderable,  frefh  demands  were  alfo  added : the  Eyoes  looking  upon 
the  conqueft  of  Whydah  as  an  inexhauffible  fource  of  wealth  to 
the  King  of  Dahomy.  The  expedtations  of  the  invaders,  upon 
the  whole,  were  fo  exorbitant,  that  Ahadee  found  it  impradtica- 
ble  to  fatisfy  them  j fo  that  they  continued  to  ravage  the  country 
of  the  Dahomans  for  feveral  years,  burning  their  towns,  deftroy- 
ing  their  crops  in  harveft,  killing  many  people,  and  carrying 
numbers  away  into  captivity.  In  the  year  1747,  however,  the 
Eyeos  confented  to  an  accommodation,  and  compromifed  the 
matter  for  a tribute,  which  the  King  of  Dahomy  continues  to 
pay  them  annually  at  Calraina,  in  the  month  of  November. 


CHAP. 


history  of  dahomy. 


75 


CHAP.  III. 

Ahadee  attempts  to  hnpofe  a King  on  the  Mahees.-— make 
a ’■vigorous  rejijlance,  but  are  at  laji  defeated, — The  war  renewed 
with  various  fuccefs. — Peace  concluded. 

Wh  ILST  the  Dahomans  were  thus  diftrefled  by  the  Eyeos, 
they  were  engaged  in  two  other  bloody  wars,  each  of  which 
continued  above  thirty  years : with  the  Mahees  on  one  fide  j and 
with  the  old  Whydahs,  who  had  abandoned  their  country  at  the 
conquefi,  and  were  now  aiiiHed  by  their  neighbours  the  Popoes, 
on  the  other. 

The  Mahee  country,  which  is  very  extenfive,  lies  to  the 
weftward  of  Dahomy,  on  its  borders.  It  is  divided  into  feveral 
fmall  ftates,  each  governed  by  its  own  laws,  and  independent 
of  one  another  : thefe  ftates,  which  are  of  the  republican  form, 
unite  for  the  common  fafety,  when  dangers  threaten  any  of  the 
confederated  members.  The  war  with  them  was  entirely 
provoked  by  Ahadee.  Ever  fince  the  death  of  Trudo  they  had 
fhewn  themfelves  difpofed  to  live  in  friendfiiip  with  him,  but 
his  reftlefs  fpirit  would  not  fuffer  them  to  remain  in  peace. 
He  claimed  a right  of  interference  in  their  national  concerns, 
infilled  on  altering  their  mode  of  government,  and,  upon  their 
their  refufal  to  comply,  declared  war  againfi  them. 

He  had  heard,  in  his  youth,  that  againft  every  nation  but 
Eyeo,  the  Dahoman  arms  were  irrefifiible.  He  refolved,  there- 
L 2 fore. 
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fore,  to  abolilli  the  republic,  and  give  the  Mahces  a king. 
But  he  wanted  talents  proportioned  to  this  arduous  enterprife. 
The  monarch,  the  ftatefman,  and  the  general,  had  all  been 
united  in  the  perfon  of  Trudo,  who  confliantly  fought  at  the 
head  of  his  troops.  Ahadee,  immured  in  his  feraglio,  where 
thoufands  adminiftered  to  his  pleafures,  expeded  a prompt 
devotion  to  his  will,  and  flattered  himfelf  with  an  eafy  conquefl, 
thinking  nothing  more  was  expedient  for  that  purpofe,  than  to 
flgnify  to  the  Agaow,  ‘‘  That  his  houje  wanted  thatch 

Ahadee’s  oibenflble  motives  for  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
lities,  were,  “ that  his  fubjeds  travelling  through  the  Mahee 
“ country  to  more  ditlant  nations,  for  the  purpofes  of  trade, 
“ had  been  frequently  opprelTed  by  heavy  taxes,  arbitrarily 
“ impofed  by  the  dates  of  Mahee,  through  which  they  had 
occaflon  to  pafs  3 that  thefe  flates  were  fo  numerous  and 
**  avaricious,  that  it  was  impoffible,  in  the  prefent  fltuation  of 
“ affairs,  to  regulate  their  demands,  for  the  future  fecurity  of 
**  his  fubjeds,  and  their  property ; but  that  if  a king  were 
“ appointed  to  govern  the  whole  Mahee  nation,  treaties  could 
“ then  be  eftabliflied,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  king- 
doms.”  This,  in  fad,  was  mere  pretence ; for  no  part  of 
Ahadee’s  condud  had  teftified  that  regard  for  the  welfare  and 
interefl:  of  his  people,  which  his  language  on  the  prefent 
occaflon  feemed  to  manifed.  The  true  reafon  was,  that  one 
of  his  favourite  wives,  who  was  a Mahee  woman,  had  a 
brother  whom  he  whhed  to  advance  to  this  dignity  : but  the 

Mahees 

* This  is  rhe  phrafe  ufed  in  giving  orders  to  his  generals  to  make  war,  and 
alludes  to^the  cuflom  of  placing  the  heads  of  the  enemy  killed  in  battle,, 
or  thofe  of  the  prifoners  of  diftinftion,  on  the  roof  of  the  guard-houfee  at 
the  gates  of  his  palaces. 
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Mnhees  refuled  to  relinqulili  their  independence,  or  to  fubmit  to 
be  governed  by  a tyrant. 

Ahadee  however  perfilting  in  his  refolution,  a war  commenced 
in  1 7 "^7,  and  was  carried  on  with  all  that  favage  fury  which  is 
cullomarv  among  barbarous  nations.  The  prifoners  of  diftinc- 
tion  were  put  to  death,  and  the  other  captives  configned  to 
llavery.  Thefe  were  the  beft  terms  allowed  by  either  party. 
Many  battles  were  fought  with  various  fuccefs ; fometimes  the 
^lahees,  fometimes  the  Dahomans,  were  vidorious  ; but  neither 
would  relinquifli  their  pretenfions  : to  follow  them  through  all 
their  fcenes  of  llaughter,  would  be  a difgufting  talk,  and  indeed 
almoll  impoffible. 

The  fevered  blow  which  the  Mahees  received  was  in  1752, 
about  fifteen  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  war.  They 
had  been  unfuccefsful  in  fome  battles,  and  were  unable  to  keep 
the  field.  There  is,  in  their  country,  a very  high  mountain, 
called  Boagry,  which  is  almod  inacceffible  by  nature,  and 
which  had  been  hitherto  deemed  impregnable  : thither  the 
Mahees  fled,  wnth  the  fliattered  remains  of  their  army.  The 
Agaow  followed,  pillaged,  and  laid  wafte  the  country,  without 
oppofition  ; and  having  impofed  fuch  terms  as  he  pleafed  on 
the  vanquiiked,  fat  down  with  the  Dahoman  army,  and 
invefied  Boagry.  This  place,  as  a camp,  had  one  fault ; it  wa& 
as  difficult  to  quit,  when  occafion  required,  as  it  was  arduous  of 
accefs.  Many  Ikirmilhes  happened  betwixt  the  beflegers  and 
befieged,  thefe  making  frequent  fallies,  and  thofe  many  attempts 
to  force  their  way  up  the  mountain.  The  Mahees  had  plan- 
tations of  corn,  and  plenty  of  water  upon  Boagry,  which  enabled 
them  to  perfevere  ki  a long  refi fiance. 

The 
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The  Agaow  had  invefted  this  place  near  twelve  months,  without 
being  able  to  gain  any  confiderable  advantage  3 when  the  King, 
impatient  for  vidory,  or  folicited  by  his  favourite,  fent  his  general 
all  the  affiftance  that  he  was  able  to  draw  together,  and  ordered 
him  to  hazard  every  thing  for  the  redudion  of  Boagry,  whatever 
might  be  the  lofs  of  men  on  the  occafion.  The  Agaow,  who 
was  by  this  time  well  acquainted  with  the  mountain,  led  on 
his  men  to  this  dangerous  enterprife,  with  the  determination 
either  to  conquer,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  He  attacked  it  in 
every  pradicable  part.  The  Mahees  made  an  obflinate  rehdance, 
killing  an  immenfe  number  of  their  enemy  3 but  at  lad,  the 
bravery  of  the  Dahomans,  and  their  fuperior  numbers,  fur- 
mounted  every  difficulty  : they  drove  the  Mahees  from  their 
entrenchments,  an4  gained  poffeffion  of  the  fummit.  A 
prodigious  daughter  enfued,  for  there  was  no  poffibility  of 
efcaping  3 the  unfortunate  remnant  which  the  fword  had  fpared, 
were  led  in  triumph,  captive  to  Abomey3  v/here  the  chiefs  were 
put  to  death,  and -the  reft  fold  for  flaves. 

The  King,  who  was  at  this  time  alfo  warmly  engaged  with 
the  old  Whydahs  and  Popoes,  as  we  fliall  prefently  ffiew,  had 
occafion  for  all  his  troops  to  reinforce  his  army  for  their  reduc- 
tion. This  induced  him  to  defift  from  further  hoftilities  againft 
the  Mahees  for  the  prefent,  and  even  to  confent  to  a truce  with 
them  3 but  as  this  was  ill  obferved  by  either  fide,  it  proved  of 
very  ffiort  continuance.  The  Mahees,  though  defeated,  were 
far  from  being  fubjugated  : thofe  who  had  fled,  after  hearing  of 
the  calamity  which  happened  at  Boagry,  returned  to  their  country, 
and  were  ftill  a formidable  enemy  3 efpecially  as  the  Dahomans 
were  now  weakened  by  a feries  of  near  twenty  years  of  unpro- 
fitable wars. 
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Hortllities  were  foon  renewed,  and  carried  on  as  before,  to 
the  ruin  of  both  countries,  without  producing  any  thing  decifive. 
Ahadee  could  not  effedt  his  purpofe  of  impofing  a king  on  the 
Maheesj  nor  were  they  fo  far  humbled,  as  to  fubmit  to  accept 
of  one.  They  refolved  to  retaliate  the  infult  at.  Boagry,  by 
invading  Dahomy;  and  adlually  penetrated  into  the  difmal  foreft 
which  divides  that  kingdom  from  Ardra,  in  order  by  that 
manoeuvre  to  intercept  anv  fuccours  which  might  come  from 
the  kingdoms  of  Ardra  or  Whydah  to  the  relief  of  Dahomy  : 
but,  in  confequence  of  fome  divilion  in  their  councils,  a grievance 
to  which  republics  are  generally  expofed,  they  retired  again 
without  achieving  any  thing  worthy  of  the  boldnefs  and  wifdomt 
of  the  defi^n. 

In  1764,  the  advantage  feemed  to  be  on  the  fide  of  the  Daho— 
mans,  who  then  laid  fiege  to  Boagry  a fecond  time  j but  had< 
not  a fufficient  force  to  render  themfelves  mailers  of  it.  Several. 
of  Ahadee’s  fons  were  upon  this  occafion  fent  with  the  army, 
to  animate  the  foldiers  by  their  prefence  j and  among  them  his 
favourite whom  his  father  fent  under  the  Agaow’s  care,, 
to  acquire  military  experience.  This  general  had  been  en- 
camped above  twelve  months  around  Boagry,  when  the  King, 
impatient  of  delay,  accufed  him  of  cowardice,  and  fent  the 
Mayhou  to  take  the  command,  with  orders  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  the  alfault.  When  the  Agaow  found  himfelf  fuper- 
feded  and  difgraced,  he  judged  that  it  was  time  to  confult-his 
perfonal  fafety,  well  knowing  the  King’s  difpleafure  to  be  im- 
placable. Having  Jupera,  the  heir  apparent,  in  his  power,  he 
could  have  taken  a fevere  revenge  of  his  ungrateful  mailer  ; but. 
he  generoully  delivered  him  into  the  Mayhou’s  care,  and  with-- 
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drew  privately  to  the  Mahees,  who  received  and  protected 
him. 

The  Mayhou  having  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  againft 
Boagry,  was  repulfed,  and  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  : he  there- 
fore returned  with  his  army  to  Dahomy  ; Jupera,  to  add  to  the 
unfortunate  event,  dying  on  the  march.  Ahadee,  foiled  in  his 
views,  and  in  fa6t  unable  to  profecute  them  any  further,  never 
afterwards  attempted  any  thing  of  confequence  againft  the  Ma- 
hees ; and  the  perfon,  in  whofe  favour  he  had  made  fo  many 
fruitlefs  exertions,  dying  fome  years  afterwards,  both  parties 
feemed  heartily  tired  of  the  war,  and  agreed  to  a peace  in  1772, 
which  continued  to  the  end  of  Ahadee’s  reign. 


CHAP.  IV. 


War  againjl  the  old  Whydahs  and  Popoes. — Ahadee’j'  treache- 
rous behaviour  to  the  Portuguefe  Governor. — Brave  defence  of 
the  Governor  s fervant. — Phe  inhabitants  of  Jacquin  extir- 
pated. 


Th  E Whydahs,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  arms  of  the 
Dahomans,  took  refuge  among  their  neighbours  the  Popoes : 
a nation  which  borders  on  Whydah,  to  the  weftward  ; in  a low, 
marfliy  country,  furrounded  with  fwamps,  and  interfered  with 

many 


.HISTORY  OF  D A H O M Y. 


8i 

n'any  branches  of  rivers,  that  form  a multitude  of  iflinis,  on 
xvhich  they  live.  Tliefe  refugees,  affided  by  the  Popoes,  with 
whom  they  had  incorporated,  and  by  this  time  become  as  it 
were  one  nation,  bore  an  inveterate  hatred  again d the  Daho- 
mans,  and,  urged  by  a define  of  regaining  their  native  country, 
omitted  no  occafion  to  harrafs  them.  Their  vicinity  to  Why- 
dah  ; the  facility  with  which  they  could  tranfport  their  troops 
in  canoes  within  two  miles  cf  Grigwhee,  its  chief  town  ; the 
embarralfed  fituation  of  Ahadee’s  affairs,  whofe  country  was 
frequently  over- run  by  the  Eyeos,  and  whofe  whole  force  was 
condantly  employed  either  in  repelling  them,  or  reducing  the 
iMahees,  while  this  frontier  was  left  defencelefs  ; afforded  them 
many  opportunities  of  harraffing  the  Dahomans  on  that  fide, 
and  cf  making  feveral  fuccefsful  invafions.  They  frequently 
got  polfeliion  of  the  fhipping  place,  and  interrupted  the  trade, 
by  which  the  Europeans  were  often  confiderable  fufferers  : the 
white  people,  their  goods,  or  whatever  property  happened  to 
be  on  the  beach,  falling  a prey  to  them.  Sometimes  they  made 
incurfions  to  the  town  of  Grigwhee,  where  the  European  forts 
are  fituated  ; and,  if  repulfed  by  a fuperior  force,  they  readily 
eluded  their  purfuers,  by  retiring  to  the  lakes  : for  the  Daho- 
mans have  no  addrefs  in  engagements  on  the  water,  as  they  are 
altogether  unacquainted  with  the  management  of  canoes.  In 
the  year  1741,  an  occafion  prefen  ted  itfelf,  which,  had  it  been 
rightly  managed,  might  have  concluded  thefe  differences,  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  the  Whydahs,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Aha- 
dee  and  his  country  : but,  over-ruled  by  his  evil  genius,  he 
made  fo  bad  ufe  of  this  opportunity,  as  exafperated  that  people 
more  than  ever. 
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The  Whydahs,  in  their  exile.  Ml  adhered  to  the  fyftem  of 
their  old  government,  and  continued  to  be  ruled  by  a King: 
but  the  inauguration  at  Xavier,  * which  had  been  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment and  the  capital  of  Whydah,  before  the  conqueft^. 
was  a ceremony  that  could  not  be  difpenfed  with  : for  the  ce- 
lebration of  which,  it  was  requilite  that  permiffion  Ihould  firft 
be  obtained  from  Ahadee,  who  derived  fome  benefit  from  the 
fine  which  he  exadted  for  his  confent.  As  a celfation  of  hoflili- 
ties,  on  fuch  occafions,  was  necelfary,  he  did  not  omit  to  turn 
fuch  a favourable  circumftance  to  his  own  account,  whenever 
there  was  an  opportunity  by  employing  his  agents  to  fow  di- 
vifions  among  the  exiles,  and  by  that  means  leffen  their 
power. 

To  be  King  of  the  Whydahs,  even  in  their  humbled  ftate,, 
had  its  temptations.  The  brother  of  the  rightful  heir,  upon 
the  death  of  their  father,  which  happened  about  1741,  afpired 
to  that  dignity.  If  Ahadee  did  not  fuggeft,  he  at  lead  encou- 
raged this  fcheme,  with  a view  to  divide  the  Whydahs.  He 
therefore  aflured  him  of  his  fupport;  in  return  for  which,  the 
ufurper  engaged  privately,  not  only  to  become  his  tributary  and 
ally,  but  alfo  to  pay  him  a confiderable  fum,  upon  his  acceflion 
to  the  government.  This  wicked  young  man,,  relying  on  Aha- 
dee’s  protedfion,  whilft  the  ceremo4nes  were  preparing  at  Xavier, 
to  inved  his  brother  with  the  regal  dignity,  had  the  audacity 
to  murder  him  there,  and  the  addrefs  to  be  appointed  King  in 
his  place,  clofing  the  achievement  by  devouring  the  heart  of 
his  unfortunate  brother  : which  lad  adl  of  unnatural  barbarity 

was 
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was  the  proof  required  by  Ahadee,  of  unlimited  devotion  to  his 
commands. 

Neither  the  inftigations  to  this  enormous  adion,  nor  the  en- 
gagements which  the  ufurper  had  made  with  Ahadee,  though 
intended  to  be  kept  fecret,  could  efcape  the  penetration  of 
the  Whydahs  ; they  fufpeded  what  had  pafTed,  and  feveral  of 
them,  inftead  of  returning  from  Xavier,  to  live  under  fuch  a 
King,  remained  in  the  country,  and  fettled  under  the  protedion 
of  the  Portuguefe  fort,  at  Grigwhee;  of  which  Seignior  "John 
Bajfile,  a gentleman  of  humane  temper,  and  engaging  difpofi- 
tion,  was  at  that  time  governor.  Here  thefe  people  maintain- 
ing a correfpondence  with  their  countrymen,  and  making  a fa- 
vourable report  of  the  governor’s  behaviour,  as  well  as  of  their 
own  fituation,  many  of  the  old  Whydahs  were  induced  to  come 
and  fettle  in  that  country,  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  a civil  war  in 
their  own.  Five  or  fix  hundred  perfons  eftablifhed  themfelves 
peaceably  in  this  manner  ; and  if  this  difpofition  had  been  pro- 
perly encouraged,  in  all  probability  a much  greater  number 
would  have  followed  their  example  : but  Ahadee,  blind  to  this 
advantage,  or  fwayed  by  thofe  wretched  principles  that  ufually 
actuated  him,  and  which  had  too  much  tainted  his  father, 
without  waiting  for  fuch  a defirable  event,  by  which  he  would 
have  gained  a large  addition  of  ufeful  and  valuable  fubjedls, 
cruelly  determined  to  feize  upon  thefe  poor  people,  and  fell 
them  for  flaves. 

To  facilitate  this  bafe  defign,  the  King  invited  Seignior  Bafile 
to  Abomey,  on  pretence  of  bufinefs  j but  indeed  to  have  him 
in  his  power.  The  governor  proceeded  on  his  journey,  and 
M 2 being 
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being  met  upon  the  road  by  the  Agaovv,  at  the  head  of  an  army^ 
in  full  march  towards  Whydah,  he  was  arrefted  by  the  King’s 
order,  and  informed,  that  the  only  condition  of  regaining  his 
liberty  was  to  deliver  up  all  thofe  fugitives  who  had  put  them- 
felves  under  his  protedtion.  The  governor  urged  his  faith  and 
honour  plighted  to  thefe  people,  in  vain  ; and  further  treating 
the  indances  of  the  general  with  contempt,  was  detained  by 
him  as  a prifoner.  The  army  continued  its  march  to  Grig- 
whee  ; and  encamped  on  Gonnegee,  a plain  between  that  town 
and  the  river ; by  which  pofition  he  effectually  cut  off  the  re- 
treat of  the  Whydahs  to  their  own  country.  Here  the  Agaow, 
finding  the  governor  was  determined  not  to  betray  the  Whydahs, 
and  willing  to  make  the  moff:  of  him,  offered  to  take  a certain 
quantity  of  goods,  as  a ranfom  for  them:  Seignior  Bajile  wil- 
lingly accepted  the  propofal,  and  the  goods  were  delivered  ac- 
cordingly. Notwithrtanding  this,  pretences  were  flill  found  to 
detain  the  governor,  in  order  to  exaCt  from  him  more  goods, 
for  which  a demand  was  made.  To  this  he  alfo  confented, 
and  fent  an  order  to  the  fort  for  their  delivery ; but  a head  fer- 
vant  of  his,  a black  man,  who  had  charge  of  the  fort,  feeing 
that  the  Agaow  was  egregioufly  deceiving  his  mafter,  refufed  to 
fend  any  more  goods.  He  likewife  intimated  his  fufpicions  to 
the  Whydahs,  who,  being  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  knowing 
there  was  no  poflibility  of  efcape,  refolved  to  defend  themfelves 
to  the  laff:  extremity.  For  this  purpofe  they  retired  into  the 
fort,  and  got  every  thing  in  order  for  its  protection  % determined, 
if  overpowered  at  laff,  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  poflible. 
The  Agaow  remained  quiet  in  his  camp,  at  Gonnegee,  for  about 
a fortnight,  perhaps  waiting  for  orders,  and  then  came  to  a re- 
folntion  to  attack  the  fort,  which  was  furrounded  with  a wall 
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and  a deep  moat,  and  mounted  about  thirty  guns.  The  Agaow’s 
diiadvantage  lay  in  having  no  artillery ; however,  early  in  the 
morning,  on  the  i ft  of  November,  1741,  he  led  on  his  troops 
to  the  ftorm,  and  began  his  attack  on  every  fide.  Thofe  within 
the  fort  were  not  idle;  but  with  their  cannon  made  a prodigious 
flaughter.  The  Dahomans,  with  that  bravery  which  animates 
them  on  all  occafions,  filled  up  their  ranks  with  frefh,  men,  as 
fall:  as  others  fell,  and  continued  the  alTault. 

About  noon  a quantity  of  gunpowder,  in  one  of  the  baftions, 
took  fire,  and  communicated  the  fiame  to  the  roofs  of  the  build- 
ings, which,  being  thatched,  blazed  with  great  fury.  This  ac- 
cident threw  the  befieged  into  great  confufion  j which  was  con- 
fiderably  increafed  by  the  explofion  of  the  magazine,  in  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  which  every  foul  near  it  was  involved.  The  Daho- 
mans now  entered  at  the  embrafures,  almoft  without  oppofition,^ 
and  put  every  man  they  met  with  to  the  fword.  The  go- 
vernor’s faithful  fervant,  who  had  commanded  during  the  de- 
fence, feeing  all  was  loft,  impelled  with  rage  and  defpair,  threw 
open  the  gate,  and  with  a keg  of  gunpowder  under  his  arm,, 
and  a lighted  match  in  his  hand,  ran  furioully  towards  the 
place  where  the  Agaow  was  j and  having  got  as  near  to  him  as 
he  could,  with  intention  to  make  him  a partner  in  his  own  un- 
merited fate,  fet  fire  to  the  powder,  and  heroically  blew  him- 
felf  to  pieces.  His  fecond  in  command  was  taken  alive,  and. 
roafted  afterwards  before  a flow  fire  at  Calmina. 

In  all  probability  Seignior  Bafile  was  now  fet  at  liberty  ; for 
we  find  that  xAhadee  afterwards  rebuilt  the  fort  for  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  difavowed  the  Agaow’s  proceedings' ; denying  that 

he 
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he  had  given  him  any  orders  to  a6l  as  he  had  done ; but, 
although  he  was  defirous  to  throw  the  odium  of  this  affair  upon 
his  general,  no  one  pretended  to  acquit  Ahadee  himfelf  from 
'the  folly  and  infamy  of  the  whole  plan  and  tranfadtion. 

One  fuccefsful  mifchief  feemed  always  to  incite  Ahadee  to 
another.  The  Agaow,  now  about  to  return  from  this  exploit, 
received  orders  from  the  King,  to  march  towards  Jaquin ; a 
country  which  borders  immediately  on  Whydah,  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  This  had  been  a place  of  fome  confequence,  where^the 
Dutch  had  formerly  a fettlement.  It  had  been  conquered  by 
Trudo,  and  annexed  to  his  dominions ; but  the  inhabitants, 
taking  advantage  of  the  perplexed  ftate  of  Ahadee’s  affairs,  had 
negleded,  for  fome  time  paft,  to  pay  the  tribute  which  had 
been  impofed  on  them,  for  which  he  intended  to  let  loofe  upon 
them  his  utmoft  vengeance. 

This  country,  like  that  of  the  Popoes,  is  furrounded  with 
marmes  and  fwamps,  and  of  difficult  accefs ; nor  were  the 
Dahomans  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  environs,  to  be  able 
to  make  an  inroad  into  it.  But  it  happened  at  this  time,  that 
a woman  of  confequence,  belonging  to  a Jacquin  chief,  having 
been  guilty  of  fome  gallantries,  and  dreading  the  puniffiment  of 
her  inconftancy,  had  made  her  efcape  to  Dahomy,  where, 
upon  a promife  of  the  royal  protection,  fhe  had  engaged  to  con- 
duit this  army  through  the  only  path  by  which  Jacquin  could 
be  invaded  with  effect.  The  Agaow  having  this  woman  for 
his  guide,  a fit  inflrument  for  fuch  a purpofe,  entered  Jacquin 
unexpectedly.  The  people,  hemmed  in  by  their  impaffable 
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morafTes,  were  caught  as  it  were  in  a trap,  whence  none  could 
efcape  ; and  the  invaders  extirpated  the  whole  nation,  leaving 
not  a Tingle  inhabitant  alive  in  all  the  country.  ^ 


CHAP.  V. 

Whydah  invaded. — Dahomans  routed  by  the  old  Whydahs.-— 
The  forts  refuje  to  fubmit.  — Aha  dee  relieves  them,  and  van- 
quijhes  the  Whydah  s. 

Th  E Whydahs,  in  their  iflands,  were  too  much  difgufteds 
with  their  new  King,  to  TufFer  him  to  reign  long  over  them. 
He  had  rendered  himfelf  To  odious,  that  he  could  not  even  fornix 
a party  among  them  to  fupport  his  pretenfions  | and,  unable  to 
make  Ahadee  the  payment  which  had  been  ftipulated  at  his  ac- 
ceffion,  all  fuccours  from  that  quarter  were  refufed.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  relinquilh  that  government  which  he  had 
fo  atrocioufly  obtained,  and  withdrew  to  Dahomy.  Here, 
after  wandering  about  for  fome  time,  univerfally  defpifed,  he 
died  miferably  of  a leprous  difeafe,  which  he  had  contracted 
immediately  on  his  return  from  Xavier ; and  which  the  Daho^. 
mans  attributed  to  the  horrid  repaft  he  had  made  there,  when 
he  devoured  the  heart  of  his  own  brother. 

Ahadee’s 

* Adahoonzou  II.- fent  a few  families  to  re«eftablifh  a fetdement  there,, in. 
the  year  1777. 
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Ahadee’s  condudl,  throughout  this  tranfadtion,  ferved  only 
to  exafperate  the  exiled  Whydahs  flill  more  againfl  him;  fo 
that  hoftilities  were  foon  renewed,  with  greater  fury  than  ever. 
In  1743,  they  enlarged  their  plan  of  operations,  and  feemed 
determined  to  recover  the  poffedion  of  their  native  country. 
The  Popoes,  and  all  their  other  friends,  concurred  in  affifting 
them ; and  they  invaded  Whydah  with  a powerful  army. 
Their  defigns  had  been  no  fecret,  but  it  was  out  of  the  King’s 
power  to  prevent  them ; for  Dahomy  being  at  that  time  over- 
run by  the  Eyeos ; the  Agaow  and  the  army  at  a conhderable 
diftance,  engaged  with  the  Mahees ; and  every  thing  in  con- 
fufion  j he  could  not  provide  for  the  defence  of  Whydah, 
which  was  thus  left  with  only  the  few  troops  ufually  eftablifhed 
there,  and  elfedtually  deprived  of  further  military  affiftance. 
However,  the  Caukaow,  ^ or  general,  did  every  thing  that 
could  be  expedled  from  a brave  and  loyal  foldier  j he  put  his 
fmall  army  in  readinefs  ; the  Yavougah,  or  vice-roy,  alTem- 
bled  all  that  were  able  to  bear  arms  in  the  town,  and  joined 
him  J the  Xavier  Caboceers,  and  all  their  valfals,  increafed  his 
force,  but  hill  his  army  remained  much  inferior  to  that  of  the 
enemv : however  he  was  not  intimidated  ; fear  never  enters  into 
the  mind  of  a Dahoman;  cowardice  is  no  part  of  his  com- 
pofition. 

Knowing  his  own  heart,  and  relying  on  the  bravery  of  his 
foldiers,  he  marched  out  againfl  the  enemy,  and  met  them 
about  a mile  to  the  weftward  of  the  French  fort.  The  generals 
of  both  parties  held  a difpaffionate  converfation  at  the  head  of 
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their  troops ; in  which  they  declared  to  each  other  their  refpec- 
tive  determinations ; the  one  to  conquer,  the  other  to  defend 
the  country.  They  drank  together,  and  the  Caukaovv  toafted 
health  to  his  King,  and  fuccefs  to  his  arms ; wifliing,  that 
“ if  he  ihould  be  unfuccefsful  on  that  day,  he  might  not  fur* 
vive  the  difgrace,  but  perifli  like  the  glafs  out  of  which  he 
drank;”  dalhing  it,  as  he  fpoke,  in  pieces.  The  battle 
commenced,  and  was  obllinately  fought : all  that  rude  Ikill, 
and  ferocious  courage  could  effedl,  was  executed  on  each  fide.; 
till  at  laft  the  brave  Caukaow,  diftinguiflied  both  as  a general 
and  a foldier,  fell,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  after  inflidting  and 
receiving  innumerable  wounds.  The  reft  of  the  chieftains  were 
ftill  the  foremoft  in  danger.  Yavougah,  and  almoft  all  the 
officers  of  his  party,  were  among  the  flain  ; and  the  Xavier  Ca- 
boceers  Ihared  the  fame  fate.  At  length  the  Dahomans,  deftitute 
of  leaders,  and  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  thrown  into 
confufion,  and  totally  routed. 

The  enemy,  thus  mafters  of  the  field,  next  day  pillaged 
Grigwhee,  without  oppofition,  and  burned  it : the  inhabitants 
flying  out  of  the  country,  and  leaving  the  Whydahs  in  peaceable 
pofleffion.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  forts,  and  fummoned  them 
to  fubmit,  or  at  leaft  to  acknowledge  the  new  government ; but 
the  governors  continued  attached  to  the  King,  and  refufed  to 
accede  to  the  propofals  offered  by  his  enemies.  Mean  while  the 
Whydahs,  with  their  families,  flocked  from  their  receffes  into  the 
country,  in  great  numbers,  and  built  a town  upon  Gonnegee, 
a plain  between  Grigwhee  and  the  river,  juft  beyond  annoyance 
from  the  guns  of  the  forts.  By  this  means,  as  w'ell  as  by  the  in- 
veftment  of  the  army,  the  forts  were  deprived  of  every  kind  of 
fuccour,  fo  that  at  the  end  of  three  months  they  began  to  be 
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very  much  in  want  of  provlfions  ; and,  defpalring  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  acquainting  Ahadee  with  their  fituation,  which  they 
had  not  once  been  able  to  effedf  during  the  fiege,  fo  watchful 
was  the  6nemy,  it  is  probable  they  would  not  have  continued 
much  longer  to  decline  an  accommodation  with  the  Whydahs; 
when  a melTenger,  having  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  befiegers,. 
arrived  privately  from  the  King,  with  affurances  that  they  might 
depend  upon  being  fpee^ily  relieved,  and  entreating  them  to 
perfevere  in  his  caufe  for  a few  days  longer : of  which  being 
allured,  he  returned  with  the  fame  fecrecy  and  fafety. 

Ahadee  kept  his  promife  j rejoiced  to  find  that  the  forts  con- 
tinued true  to  his  intereft,  he  did  not  doubt  of  recovering  the 
country.  He  had  employed  the  interval  between  the  fatal  battle 
and  the  prefent  time  in  miaking  every  provifion  for  that  purpofe 
in  his  power.  He  recalled  the  Agaow  and  his  army  out  of 
Mahee  j and  as  the  Eyeos  were,  at  this  feafon,  returned  to  their 
own  country,  he  muflercd  the  reft  of  his  Dahomans,  from  all 
parts,  and  his  forces  increafed  to  fifty  thoufand  men.  This  for- 
midable army,  commanded  by  the  Agaow,  arrived  at  Grigwhee 
ten  days  after  the  former  mefienger,  and  falling  fuddenly  on  the 
Whydahs,  who  did  not  expedt  fuch  a vifit,  and  confequently 
were  not  prepared  for  it,  they  defeated,  and  drove  them  out  of, 
the  country;  which  thus  again,  as  it  were  in  a twinkling, 
changed  its  mafter. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Rebellion  of  Tanga.  — Catafirophe  of  his  %vomen.^His  defeat  and 
death. 


T H E kingdom  of  Whydah  having  been  recovered  by  this 
fortunate  event,  Ahadee  appointed  a perfon  named  Tanga,  to 
be  Yavougah  (or  vice-roy)  over  it,  in  the  place  of  his  predecefTor, 
who  had  perilhed  with  the  Caukaow,  in  the  late  bloody  conflidt 
with  the  Whydahs.  This  Caboceer  was  a man  of  violent  paflions; 
vain,  proud,  and  ambitious.  He  maintained  a great  number  of 
domeftics  and  attendants,  whom  he  attached  to  his  perfon  by 
his  liberality,  and  to  his  interefl  by  protecting  them  in  their 
villanies,  and  fereening  them  from  juftice,  in  defiance  of  the 
King.  His  oppreffions  rendered  him  odious  to  the  garrifons  at 
the  forts  j and  his  great  influence  and  wealth  gave  no  fmall 
uneafinefs  to  Ahadee;  who  never  thelefs  did  not  care  to  attempt 
him  openly,  but  waited  a fit  opportunity  to  get  him  into  his 
hands  by  flratagem  or  furprife. 

Whilfl;  he,  on  the  one  hand,  was  waiting  to  accomplifli  this 
purpofe,  Tanga,  on  the  other,  was  meditating  nothing  lefs  than 
the  acquifition  of  the  kingdom  of  Whydah  for  himfelf.  This 
daring  project  was  not  juflifled  by  even  a plaufible  motive.  For, 
having  been  an  eunuch  from  his  infancy,  he  had  no  children  to 
inherit  the  royal  dignity ; the  pofl;  which  he  already  pofTefled 
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\vas  a very  honourable  one  j and  his  opulence  fo  confiderable,. 
that  it  amplyafForded  him  the  gratification  of  every  defire,  except 
that  of  infatiable  ambition.  His  plan  was,  to  gain  poffetrion 
of  the  Englifia  fort,  and  then  to  declare  himfelf  king.  He 
rightly  confidered  that  the  command  of  any  one  of  the  forts 
would  have  been  a confiderable  affifiance  to  his  defign  ; but  he 
preferred  this,  from  an  opinion  which  prevails  in  the  country,- 
that  it  is  impregnable. 

The  fpot  on  which  Williai'ii  s Fort  * ftands,  was  formerly 
dedicated  to  religious  purpofes ; and  from  the  frequent  exercife 
of  the  facred  ceremonies  in  that  place,  the  deities,  which  were 
formerly  worfhipped  there,  are  fuppofed  ftill  to  proted  it  j nay,, 
fo  ftrongly  are  the  natives  imprefied  with  this  opinion,  that  the 
governors,  in  compliance  with  their  intreaties,  have  permitted 
a houfe  within  the  walls  of  the  fort  to  be  appropriated  to  Nab- 
bakoUf  the  titular  god  of  the  place. 

It  has  hitherto  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  thofe  calamities 
which  the  other  forts  have  experienced:  a circumftance  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  the  Whydah  King  took  flielter  there,, 
when  he  fled  from  Xavier,  at  the  time  of  the  Dahoman  invafion 
of  his  kingdom,  and  found  protedion  in  it,  until  there  was  an 
opportunity  of  conveying  him  in  fafety  out  of  the  country. 
Though  this  adion  might  naturally  have  provoked  the  ven- 
geance of  the  Dahomans,  they,  however,  did  not  appear  to 
refent  it ; yet  they  plundered  the  French  fort  at  that  time,  and 
afterwards  that  which  belonged  to  the  Portuguefe,  as  we  have 

already 
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already  related  ; but  as  the  Englifli  fort  had  efcaped  this  and 
every  iimilar  ditader,  it  flood  high  in  the  opinion  of  the  natives  : 
Tunga  therefore  deemed  the  acquifition  of  it  of  greater  import- 
ance to  his  deligns,  than  of  all  the  others. 

When  the  Yavougah’s  fcheme  was  ripe  for  execution,  he 
attempted  to  furprize  William’s  Fort,  in  Augufl,  1745,  in  the 
following  manner.  Under  pretence  of  making  a public  vifit  to 
the  forts,  he  gave  diredlions  that  a certain  number  of  his  men 
Ihould  be  ready  to  attend  him  : for,  when  the  vice-roy  vifits  the 
governors,  it  is  cuflomary  for  him  to  be  accompanied  by  two 
or  three  hundred  men,  under  arms ; befides  the  muficians, 
flag-bearers,  umbrella-carriers,  and  feveral  employed  imme- 
diately about  his  perfon  > amounting  perhaps  to  one  hundred 
more. 

Upon  the  prefent  occafion  Tanga  felefled  all  thefe  out  of  his 
bed  men,  choofing  thofe  whom  he  could  rely  on,  and  knew  to 
be  devoted  to  his  will ; not  doubting,  if  he  could,  without  fuf- 
picion,  introduce  thefe  into  the  fort  as  ufual,  he  daould  eadly 
make  himfelf  mader  of  it.  Before  he  departed  from  his  own 
houfe,  he  fupplied  his  men  with  ammunition,  and  ordered  them 
to  load  their  mufkets : an  order  which  appeared  drange  to  thofe 
who  were  not  apprifed  of  his  fecret  intentions.  The  Englifh 
linguid,  who  was  accidentally  prefent,  druck  with  this  cir» 
cumdance,  flipped  away  privately,  and  acquainted  Mr.  Gregory, 
the  Englifh  governor,  with  what  he  had  feen.  Mr.  Gregory’s 
fufpicions  were  raifed  by  the  information ; and  he  made  a proper 
ufe  of  it,  by  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fort,  whild  Tanga, 
was  paying  a vifit  to  the  French  governor. 
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He  ordered  his  guns  to  be  loaded,  and  the  gate  diut,  before 
the  vice-roy  arrived  ; and  when  he  came,  refiifed  to  admit  him 
into  the  fort,  unlefs  he  difmilTed  his  retinue.  Tanga  refufed  to 
comply ; and  protefted  againft  fuch  an  exception,  as  an  un- 
precedented indignity,  to  which  it  became  him  not  to  fubmit. 
He  threatened,  and  foothed  alternately,  but  to  no  purpofe; 
the  governor  would  not  recede  from  his  determination  ^ and 
Tanga,  finding  it  impradicable  to  introduce  his  ruffians,  re- 
turned home,  extremely  chagrined  at  the  difappointment. 

Apprehending,  from  the  governor’s  unufual  precaution,  that 
,his  defigns  were  difeovered,  he  began  to  fortify  his  houfe. 
Ahadee,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  what  had  pafled,.  declared 
him  a traitor,  and  fet  a price  upon  his  head.  Some  troops 
were  fent  to  attack  him,  which  he  engaged  and  defeated  ; more 
fuccours  arriving,  they  befieged  him  in  his  houfe,  from  whence 
he  made  frequent  tallies,  and  fome  times  with  fuccefs ; but  his 
ftrength  diminiflied  daily  by  the  lofs  of  men  in  thefe  fkirmifhes, 
and  he  faw  no  profpedt  of  extricating  himfelf. 

In  this  dilemma  he  confulted  his  priefts,  who,  having  per- 
formed their  fuperfiitious  rites,  informed  him,  That  his 
“ fafety  alone  depended  upon  his  getting  into  the  Englifli  fort.” 
This  was  no  ealy  matter  to  effedt  j for  he  was  clofely  befieged 
by  the  King’s  troops,  and  upon  bad  terms  with  the  Englifh 
governor,  who,  befides  abhorring  his  rebellion,  had  not  for- 
given an  infult  which  he  received  from  him  fome  months 
before  : for  being  in  company  with  the  other  governors,  on 
their  way  to  Abomey,  to  complain  to  the  King  of  his  vice- 
roy’s oppreflive  condudt  j Tanga,  apprifed  of  their  intentions, 
met  them  on  the  road  at  Ardra  ; feized  them,  and  having  kept 
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them  for  fome  days  prlfoners  in  the  ftable  among  his  horfes, 
brought  them  back  with  him  to  Whydah,  fufliciently  humbled, 
and  debarred  from  all  accefs  to  the  King, 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  only  refuge  pointed  out  to  him 
by  the  priells,  and  which  they  had  probably  advifed  for  this 
reafon,  feemed  alinoft  unattainable:  but  his  affairs  were 
defperate,  and  fomething  muft  be  attempted.  He  harangued 
his  adherents,  intreated  their  afliflance,  and  diflributed  his 
treafures  among  them.  His  filks,  his  coral,  his  gold,  were 
lavilhed  without  referve,  to  animate  them  on  this  emergency. 
His  wives,  for,  though  an  eunuch,  he  had  a feraglio  of  fome 
hundreds,  joined  their  perfualions  ; and  his  people,  at  length 
worked  up  to  an  attachment  and  refolution  worthy  of  a better 
occalion,  refufed  to  facrihce  him  to  their  own  fafety,  which  = 
they  might  have  obtained  by  delivering  him  up.  They  deter^ 
mined  to  force  their  way  through  the  King’s  troops,  condudl: 
their  mailer  to  the  Englifli  fort,  and  there  recommend  him  to.- 
the  governor’s  mercy. 

This  refolution  being  adopted,  the  women,  dreading  a reverfe 
of  fortune,  and  defpairing  to  meet  again  with  fo  indulgent  a 
lord,  put  each  other  to  death  : the  oldefl  fir  ft  ftaughtering  the 
young  ones,  and  then  cutting  their  own  throats.  After  which 
melancholy  fcene  the  houfe  was  fet  on  fire,  to  deftroy  the  re- 
maining effects,  and  prevent  their  falling  into  the  King’s  hands, 
Tanga  and  his  party,  taking  fuch  of  the  treafure  as  was 
moft  portable,  fallied  forth,  and  made  good  their  paffage 
through  the  King’s  troops  j directing  their  courfe  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  caftle,  though  it  was  firing  upon  them  all  the  time  they 
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approached.  Tanga  finding  this,  endeavoured  to  retreat  into 
the  garden  but,  as  he  entered  it,  received  a £hot  which  put 
an  end  at  once  to  his  ambition  and  his  life. 

Originally,  and  during  his  youth,  a captive  and  a Have,  he  had 
had  the  addrefs  to  recommend  himfelf  to  Ahadee’s  friendfhip, 
who  raifed  him  to  the  higheft  rank  ; but  his  infolence,  which 
was  infupportable,  and  his  ingratitude  to  his  benefadlor,  proved 
how  unworthy  he  was  of  the  favours  he  had  received.  When 
he  fell,  his  adherents  immediately  difperfed  : fome  efcaped  out 
of  the  country  j but  the  greater  part  of  them  were  taken,  and 
fuffered  as  they  deferved. 

The  affedlion  of  Tanga’s  wives,  which  impelled  them  in 
this  defperate  crifis  of  his  affairs  to  devote  themfelves  to  death, 
may  perhaps  appear  romantic,  if  not  incredible.  To  explain 
this,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  Tanga  did  not  guard  his 
women  with  that  jealous  eye,  nor  fubjeft  them  to  fuch  ftridt 
confinement  as  is  ufual  in  that  part  of  the  world.  The  feraglio 
was  only  a neceffary  appendage  to  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  his 
rank ; and  out  of  this  refervoir  he  generoufly  fupplied  all  his 
fervants  with  wives.  Such  unprecedented  bounty  conciliated 
the  fmeereft  regard  of  thefe  people.  Every  young  man  within 
his  jurifdidtion  was  ambitious  of  ferving  Tanga.  To  his  wives  he 
appeared,  not  the  rigid  jailer,  nor  the  tyrannic  ufurper  of  their 
affedions,  but  the  generous  arbiter  of  their  livelieft  pleafures. 
Hence  they  could  not  but  be  charmed  with  a freedom  which 
no  other  feraglio  enjoyed  ; and  would  not  furvive  that  felicity 
and  protedion  which  was  to  terminate  with  the  exiftence  of 
their  mafler  and  of  their  lovers,  whofe  ruin  feemed  inevitable. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Shampo  becomes  the  objeB  of  Ahadee’j-  jealoufy,  — Warned  of  his 
danger  by  his  fftery  he  fies\ — The  Agaow’j'  difgrace  and 
death. 


lA  N G A and  his  followers  were  not  unworthy  of  the  fate 
they  met  with ; and  if  Ahadee  had  reftridled  his  vengeance  to 
thofe  who  really  deferved  it,  his  charader  would  have  been  lefs 
exceptionable.  Few  real  occafions  offered  to  excite  his  dif- 
pleafure ; fo  general  was  the  difpofition  among  his  people  to 
fubmit  implicitly  to  his  will,  and  to  applaud  all  his  adions. 
But  through  the  whole  tenor  of  his  reign,  every  man’s  fafety 
was  precarious,  in  proportion  to  his  merit,  or  wealth : not 
content  with  being  univerfal  heir  to  their  effeds,  and  appro- 
priating to  himfelf  every  thing  his  fubjeds  died  poffeffed  of ; 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  whole  villages  were  fold  for  Haves, 
to  raife  fupplies  for  his  extravagance.  And  although  thofe 
grievances  were  repeated  at  his  pleafure,  fuch  was  their  fub- 
milfion  and  attachment,  that  none  prefumed  to  complain. 
Unreafonable  fufpicions  occupied  his  bread:  ; fo  that  they  Vv^ho 
ferved  him  with  folicitous  fidelity,  and  became  eminent  by  their 
exploits,  and  fuccefs,  frequently  became  the  objcds  of  his  envy 
and  horror. 

Among  the  number  of  thefe  was  Shampo,  who  had  figna- 
lized  himfelf  on  many  occafions,  and  held  a confiderable  pofc  in 
O the 
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the  army.  He  was  the  darling  of  the  foldiers,  and  every 
tongue  was  bufy  in  his  praife.  Such  merit  could  not  fail  to 
excite  a tyrant's  jealoufy,  and  Ahadee  from  that  moment  deter- 
mined to  cut  him  off.  Shampo  had  a filler  in  the  King’s 
houfe,  who,  by  fome  means,  got  intimation  of  the  King’s  de- 
fign.  To  have  an  interview  with  her  brother  was  impoffible, 
for  the  King’s  women  are  forbidden  to  hold  difcourfe  with  any 
man  but  as  fhe  was  at  liberty  to  fend  provifions  for  his  table, 
from  the  royal  manfion,  fhe  concealed  a knife  and  a cord  with 
a noofe  on  the  end  of  it,  among  the  viduals : from  which 
expreflive  allufion,  her  brother  was  at  no  lofs  to  comprehend  that 
he  was  doomed  to  fuffer,  either  by  the  cord,  or  by  the  fabre. 
He  faved  himfelf  by  a precipitate  flight,  and  carried  a confider- 
able  part  of  the  army  along  with  him  into  the  Popo  country, 
where  he  was  received  in  a manner  fuitable  to  his  merit.  The 
Popoes  promoted  him  to  the  command  of  their  army,  which 
poU  he  enjoyed  to  the  day  of  his  death,  in  1767,  bearing  to 
the  lafl:  an  implacable  enmity  againfl:  the  ungrateful  Ahadee. 

His  general,  who  had  ferved  him  zealoufly,  and  executed  his 
orders  with  great  fuccefs,  being  lefs  fortunate,  fell  a vidlim  to 
his  cruelty.  This  was  the  fame  Agaow,  who  had  bravely 
flormed  the  Portuguefe  fort,  recovered  Whydah,  and  taken 
Boagry  ; who  had  in  fome  meafure  reflored  the  declining  glory 
of  the  country ; and  who  once  flood  fo  high  in  the  eftimation 
of  his  King,  that,  after  bellowing  many  favours  upon  him, 
defirous  to  let  the  world  fee  how  much  he  honoured  his  merit, 
he  gave  him  a formal  leave  to  build  a houfe  two  forks  high  ; 
which  favour,  however,  the  general  modeflly  declined. 
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Where  the  inhabitants  are  in  fuch  abjed  flavery,  that  they 
niuft  not  lit  upon  a chair,  becaufe  it  is  an  indulgence  referved 
for  white  people,  and  a few  of  the  caboceers,  who  enjoy 
this  high  privilege  by  efpecial  grace  and  favour  from  the  King ; 
where  none  may  prefume,  on  pain  of  certain  death,  to  have  a 
door  of  boards  for  his  houfe,  to  defend  him  from  the  weather  ; 
nor  to  make  it  decent,  by  whitewalhing  the  interior  part : in 
fuch  a country,  to  have  permiffion  to  build  a convenient  houfe, 
is  a mark  of  extraordinary  dillindlion.'^ 

But  the  Agaow  did  not  continue  long  to  enjoy  his  mafter's 
fmiles : he  was  feized  and  brought  before  the  King,  who  ac- 
cufed  him  of  an  intention  to  withdraw  from  the  kingdom, 
and  follow  the  evil  example  of  Shampo,  by  flying  into  the 
country  of  the  Mahees  as  he  had  done  to  Popo.  Nothing  could 
be  more  unjuft  than  this  fufpicion.  The  Agaow,  refent- 
ing  it  with  a becoming  dignity  and  firmnefs,  replied  to  this 
effect ; “ I have  manifefted  my  zeal  on  various  occalions,  for 
“ your  fervice,  and  thought  no  march  fatiguing,  no  battle 
**  hazardous,  whilft  executing  your  will ; my  adiions,  fo  often 
**  crowned  with  fuccefs,  have  added  affluence  and  honour  to  your 
kingdom  : what  part  of  my  conduct  has  expofed  me  to  this 
accufation  ? You  have,  as  pledges  of  the  fidelity  of  your  flave, 
“ my  aged  mother,  my  wives,  and  my  children,  in  your  hands. 
“ Where,  or  to  W'hom  in  preference  fhould  I go  ? 1 have  con- 
dudted  your  armies,  and  fpread  deftrudtion  through  all  the 
**  nations  around  us  ; is  it  probable  1 fhould  throw  myfcif  hiio 

02  “ the 

* Except  leave  to  wear  fandals,  this  was  the  highcft  public  mark  of  favour 
the  King  could  fhew. 
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the  arms  of  thofe  who  tremble  at  my  name  ? Of  thofe,  whole 
**  country  I have  laid  wade,  and  led  the  inhabitants  captive,  m- 
**  triumph  to  your  gate  ? ” The  King  defired  him  to  acknow- 
ledge himfelf  guilty,  and  truft  to  his  royal  clemency.  The 
Agaow  refjfed  to  atteft  a fallhood,  and  was  ordered  to  imme-  ■ 
diate  execution.  The  perfon  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  perform* 
this  horrid  duty,  though  hackneyed  in  deeds  of  death,  was  too 
much  Ihocked  on  this  occaiion  to  acquit  himfelf  with  pro- 
priety. The  fcimitar  failed,  in  his  hand,  to  perform  the  office 
of  beheading;  it  only  mangled  the  unhappy  vidim.  He  waS: 
fent  back  to  prifon,  and  there  ftrangled.  * 


CHAP.  VIIL 


Fata/  expedition  of  the  Dahomans,  againft  the  Whydahs  and 
Popoes.  — The  confederates  invade  Whydah,  and  are  totally 
vanquijhed  by  the  Dahomans,  ajjifted  by  the  Englilh. — Peace 
concluded. 

T H E Whydahs,  affided  by  the  Pbpoes,  and  direded  by  the 
fagacious  advice  of  Shampo,  became  more  formidable  than, 
ever.  They  vifited  the  Whydah  beach,  and  gave  frequent  in- 
terruptions 

* The  family  of  this  brave  man  were  afterwards  fo  much  reduced,  that  hia 
eldeft  fon  was  glad  to  find  employment  as  a ferv*ant  in  Mr.  Norris’s  faftory. 
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terruptions  to  trade.  In  difputing  the  poffeffion  of  this  beach,- 
the  Dahomans  \s'ere  often  very  roughly  handled,  and  as  often 
returned  unfuccefsful.  They  had  loft  numbers  of  their  men  in 
thefe  iTcirmiilies,  when  their  priefts  at  laft  difcovered,  that 
their  oracles  had  forbidden  them  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the 
beach,  but  had  ordered  that  they  fliould  wait  in  readinefs,  be- 
tween Grigwhee  and  the  river;  and  that  the  party  which 
fliould  firft  crofs  the  river,  and  begin  the  attack,  ftiould  infalli- 
bly be  routed.  This  was  no  unwelcome  difcovery,  becaufe  it 
afforded  a faho  for  their  honour,  and  an  apology  for  fubmitting 
to  infults,  which  they  were  too  weak  to  refent. 

Ahadee  at  laft  took  the  refolutlon  of  making  a powerful 
effort,  to  prevent  the  further  incurfions  of  this  troublefome 
people ; and  in  1753,  fome  time  after  the  redudlion  of  Boagry'j 
when  a kind  of  truce  with  the  Mahees  afforded  him  fome 
leifure,  he  fent  a numerous  army  againft  them.  The  Daho- 
mans were  now  provided  with  fome  canoes  ; which,  with  others 
that  they  feized,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  enabled  them  to  pe- 
netrate into  the  Popo  country  : but  this  was  a mode  of  warfare 
which  they  did  not  underftand. 

Shampo,  who  commanded  the  confederate  Whydahs  and 
Popoes,  by  pretending  to  fly,  encouraged  the  Dahomans  to 
advance.  By  degrees  they  were  bewildered  among  fwamps, 
rivers,  and  marfhes ; in  a wretched  country,  where  proviflons 
began  to  fail  them.  However,  they  pufhed  boldly  forward, 
hoping  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement;  but  Sliampo 
outwitted  them,  and  by  the  dexterity  of  his  manoeuvres, 
drew  them  on  to  that  narrow  flip  of  barren  find,  which  reaches  # 

nearly 
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nearly  from  Volta  to  Benin,  * where  he  effedually  cut  off  their 
retreat.  The  Popoes,  now  unmolefted,  employed  themfelves, 
from  their  canoes,  in  firing  at  the  entrappe..  Dahomans,  at 
their  pleallire ; but  the  greater  part  periflied  by  difeafe  or  famine. 
The  dead  were  fo  numerous,  fay  the  Popoes,  who  perhaps  may 
exaggerate,  that  the  fi£h  of  the  river,  atnfted  by  the  beafts,  and 
birds  of  prey,  not  being  able  to  eat  them  all,  iheir  putrid  car- 
caffes  corrupted  the  air,  and  occafioned  a peftilence  in  the 
country.  The  whole  Dahoman  army  perilhed  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  except  twenty-four,  whom  Shampo  fent  back,  to  ac- 
quaint their  King  with  the  the  fate  of  their  companions. 
Thefe,  when  they  had  told  their  fad  tale,  Ahadee  ordered  to 
hn mediate  execution  : bidding  them  go  exprefs  to  the  (hades, 
to  inform  their  comrades  how  much  he  difapproved  of  their 
conduv^f  in  the  war  ! 

The  next  affJr  of  any  confequence  that  occurred  was  in  1763, 
when  the  old  Whydahs  and  Popoes,  in  their  turn,  again  in- 
vaded Whydah.  Shampo  himfelf  being  too  old  and  infirm  to 
take  the  field,  his  fon  Affurrey  commanded  the  confederate 
army,  which  being  joined  by  the  flower  of  the  Popo  chiefs, 
marched  into  the  country  of  Whydah,  without  oppofition  : 
for  old  Honnou,  who  was  then  Yavougah,  or  vice-roy,  would 
not  venture  far  out  to  rifle  a battle ; but  remained  in  Grigwhee 
with  his  men,  to  defend  the  town,  which  the  Popoes  were  pre- 
paring to  attack,  before  he  offered  to  oppofe  them.  Honnou  was 
wounded  and  carried  off  the  field  early  in  the  fight;  upon 

which 

* This  fund,  which  is  from  half  a mile  to  three  miles  in  breadth,  lies  be- 
tween the  fca  and  a river,  w hxh  runs  nearly  parallel  to  the  beach,  for  about 
two  hundred  miles. 
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which  the  command  devolved  on  his  fecond,  called  Baddely,  who 
made  a gallant  defence  ; but  being  prefled  by  the  fuperior  force 
of  the  enemy,  he  retreated  with  his  men  towards  the  French 
fort,  in  expedtafion  of  being  protedted  by  their  guns ; in  which,,, 
however,  he  was  difappointed  : for,  though  the  King’s  honour, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  country,  were  at  ftake  ; though  the  enemy 
had  begun  to  fet  the  fuburbs  on  fire  ^ the  fort  fired  nothing  but 
powder  at  them. 

This  neutrality  of  the  French,  if  it  deferves  the  name^, 
though  it  might  be  politic,  was  certainly  not  very  grateful  j 
for  however  exceptionable  the  King’s  treatment  of  his  own- 
people  might  be,  the  whites  had  nothing  to  reproach  him  with, 
in  his  condudl  towards  them  ; to  whom  he  had  ever  been 
refpedtful,  and  generous  to  a degree  of  profufion.  In  all  dif- 
putes  between  them  and  his  fubjedls,  if  they  had  but  the  co- 
lour of  juftice  on  their  fide,  he  determined  in  their  favour  | 
and  the  complaifance,  civility,  and  refpedt,  with  which  they 
had  been  univerfally  received  in  his  dominions,  were  greatly 
owing  to  his  own  confpicuous  example. 

The  Popoes,  animated  by  the  condudt  of  the  French,  ad- 
vanced boldly.  Baddely  and  his  men  were  obliged  to  fly  before 
the  enemy,  who  thought  they  had  nothing  more  to  fear,  and 
were  preparing  to  burn  the  vice-roy’s  quarters : little  expedling 
the  vigorous  oppofition  they  were  about  to  meet  v/ith  from  the 
Englilh  fort,  where  Mr.  Goodfon  was  prepared  to  give  them 
a ver)'  warm  reception. 


The  British  cannon,  loaden  with  mufket  balls,  and  grape- 
fhot,  made  a prodigious  havock  among  them,  and  threw  them 

into 
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into  theutmoft  confufion;  they  were  ftopt  in  their  career;  and  it 
was  fome  time  before  they  had  prefence  of  mind,  to  feek  their 
fafety  by  flight. 

The  enemy  upon  this  occafion  had  taken  the  Dahomans  at  a 
difadvantage  ; for  the  vice-roy,  who  did  not  expedt  the  Popoes, 
had  for  that  day,  as  it  was  feed  time,  permitted  half  his  people 
to  go  to  their  plantations,  which  they  had  done  early  in  the 
morning.  Thefe  luckily  returning,  at  the  moment  that  the 
enemy  had  approached  the  Englifli  fort,  Baddely  rallied  his 
forces,  attacked  the  confederates,  and  gained  a complete  victory. 
Of  thirty- two  general  oflicers,  diftinguiflied  by  the  large  um- 
brellas which  were  carried  over  them,  thirty  were  killed  on  the 
fpot.  Afturrey,  Shampo’s  fon,  efcaped  from  the  field  ; but,  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  fliame,  fat  down  beneath  a tree,  and 
fhot  himfelf.  Only  one  officer  furvived,  to  recondud;  the  fliat- 
teied  remains  of  the  Whydah  army  to  Popo.  The  King  of 
Dahomy  had  difpatched  the  Agaow,  with  an  army,  to  the  relief 
of  Grigwhee  ; but  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  day  after  the  battle  : 
and  Mr.  Goodfon,  as  the  King  afterwards  acknowledged,  had  the 
foie  merit  of  the  vidory. 

The  Dahomans,  now  weakened  by  a long  feries  of  un- 
profitable wars,  were  unable  to  follow  up  their  vidory,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the 
country  ; and  the  Popoes  and  Whydahs,  having  lofl;  the  flower 
of  their  men  and  generals  in  the  late  engagement,  attempted 
nothing  of  moment  after  this  adicn  : though  hoflilities  were 
continued  on  a fmaller  fcale  for  feveral  years  ; during  which 
the  confederates  confined  themfelves  merely  to  plundering 
parties,  and  occafional  vifits  to  Whydah  beach,  where  the 

effeds 
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effeits  of  the  white  traders  on  landing  or  embarking  fome-. 
times  fell  into  their  hands.  But  in  1772,  a peace  was  happily 
concluded,  under  the  mediation  of  Lionel  AbJoUt  Efq.  governor 
of  William’s  Fort,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  parties ; 
who,  after  forty  years  of  war,  now  enjoy  the  profits  of  im- 
difturbed  commerce  and  focial  intercourfe.  This  able  governor 
bellows  fo  much  attention  to  preferve  tranquillity,  and  condudls 
himlelf  fo  circumfpedlly  towards  both  parties,  by  whom  he  is 
equally  refpedted,  and  confidered  as  an  impartial  umpire,  that, 
whilfl  he  remains  in  that  poft,  a firm  peace  will  probably  con- 
tinue. 

Ahadee,  worn  out  with  years  and  infirmities,  engaged  in 
nothing  worth  relating  after  this  tranfadtion.  He  died  at  about 
70  years  of  age,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1774.  He  was  in  perfon 
rather  tall ; graceful  in  his  manners  5 and  very  polite  to 
flrangers:  though  the  fcourge  and  terror  of  his  own  fubjedts. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Adahoonzou  11.  whofe  life  we  fiiall  next 
enter  on,  after  having  fhewn  what  fell  under  cur  immediate 
obfervation,  in  a journey  made  to  the  Court  of  Ahadee,  in  1772. 
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A JOURNEY 

TO  THE  COURT  OF 

B 0 S S A A H A D E E, 

KING  OF  DAHOMY, 


In  the  Year  1772. 


Bv  ROBERT  NORRIS. 


My  bufincfs  requiring  an  interview  with  the  King,  I applied 
to  the  viceroy  for  the  neceffary  attendants  to  Abomey,  and 
was  furnilhed  by  him  with  a linguift,  fix  hammock  men,  ten 
porters,  and  a captain  of  the  gang,  who  was  refponfible  for 
the  condudt  of  the  reft : my  own  fervants,  and  a few  others, 
attending  on  the  captain,  who  were  armed,  made  up  our  number 
thirty. 


The 
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The  porters,  having  received  their  feveral  loads,  which  con- 
(iftcu  of  a mattrefs,  a fmall  trunk  of  wearing  apparel,  fome 
provifions  and  liquors  for  myfelf,  a cafe  or  two  of  fpirits  for 
9 the  men,  fome  bags  of  cowries  for  defraying  our  expences, 
and  a few  pieces  of  filk  for  prefents,  I got  into  my  ham- 
mock, and  commenced  my  journey  at  fix  in  the  morning  of 
February  i,  1772. 

In  pafiing  by  the  market-place  of  Grigwhee,  I found  a great 
number  of  people  colledled  there;  and  obferving  fome  large 
umbrellas  among  them,  I concluded  that  the  vice-roy  and  his 
* caboceers  were  of  the  party.  Surprized  at  this  early  alfembly, 
I fent  a fervant  to  inquire  the  occafion  of  it;  but  before  he 
could  return,  a meifenger  from  the  vice-roy,  who  had  dilcovered 
my  approach,  accofted  me  from  his  mafter,  requeuing  to  fpeak 
to  me  before  my  departure.  1 found  Him  palling  fentence  of 
death  on  a criminal,  a middle-aged  woman,  who  was  on  her 
knees  before  him,  in  the  midf:  of  a circle  formed  by  his  attend- 
ants. I requefted  her  life  might  be  fpared ; and,  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  having  fent  for  me,,  flattered  myfelf  that  my 
offer  to  purcliafe  her  for  a Have  would  be  accepted  but  I was 
difappointed.  He  told  me  the  King  himfelf  had  confidered  the 
offence,  and  decreed  the  fentence;  which  was,  “ that  her  head 
“ lliould  be  cut  off,  and  fixed  upon  a ftake”  that  was  lying  by 
her,  and  which  Ihe  had  been  compelled  to  bring  with  her 
from  Abomey,  for  that  purpofe» 

During  this  converfation  a little  girl,  prompted  by  cur lofity,. 
and  ignorant  of  what  was  doing,  made  her  way  through  the 
crowd  ; and  difeovering  her  mother,  ran  to  her  with  joy,  to 
congratulate  her  on  her  return.  The  poor  woman,  after  a 
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(hon  embrace,  faid,  **  Go  away,  child,  this  is  no  place  for 
“ you,”  and  Ihe  was  immediately  conveyed  away.  The  vice- 
roy proceeded  in  his  fentence,  which  the  poor  wretch  heard 
with  feeming  indifference,  picking  her  teeth  with  a ftraw 
which  (lie  had  taken  from  the  ground.  When  the  vice-roy 
concluded  his  charge  to  the  fpedtators,  of  obedience,  fubmiflaon, 
and  orderly  behaviour,  which  the  King  required  from  all  his 
people,  the  delinquent  received  a blow  on  the  back  of  her 
head  with  a bludgeon,  from  one  of  the  executioners,  which 
levelled  her  to  the  ground  ; when  another,  with  a cutlafs,  fe- 
vered it  from  her  body.  The  head  was  then  fixed  on  a pole,  in 
the  market  place,  and  the  body  immediately  carried  to  the  out- 
fide  of  the  town,  and  left  there  to  be  devoured  by  the  wild 
beafts. 

The  perfon  executed,  who  had  kept  one  of  the  little  fhops 
in  the  market,  having  difcovered,  a few  days  before,  that  fome 
trifle  had  been  ftolen  from  her,  had  taken  from  the  fire  a 
lighted  ftick,  which  whilfl:  (he  waved  round  her  head,  (an 
ufual  cuftom  in  that  country)  llie  exprefled  a wiffi  that  the 
perfon  who  had  taken  her  property,  and  did  not  reflore  it, 
might  die,  and  be  extinguilhed  like  that  flick.  In  going 
through  this  ceremony  a fpark  had  fallen  on  the  dry  thatch  of 
one  of  the  huts,  and  fet  the  market  on  fire. 

After  a delay  of  half  an  hour  on  this  difagreeable  occafion, 
I refumed  my  journey.  The  face  of  the  country,  though  flat, 
is  extremely  agreeable  j it  is  moftly  open  j and  a confiderable 
portion  of  it  is  cultivated,  and  interfperfed  with  clumps  and 
groves  of  lofty  and  luxuriant  trees.  In  an  hour  and  an  half  we 
approached  the  town  of  Xavier y which  is  environed  with 

plantations 
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plantations  of  yams,  potatoes,  callavanccs,  and  corn;  for 
which  there  is  a ready  market  at  Grigwhee. 

Before  the  Dahoman  conqueft  in  1727,  when  Whydah  was 
an  independent  kingdom,  this  was  the  refidence  of  the  kings 
of  Whydah ; and  the  Englilh,  French,  Dutch,  and  Portu- 
guefe  had  fores  or  faftories  here,  on  which  thofe  at  Grigwhee 
were  dependant : but  they  were  deflroyed  on  that  event,  and 
the  guns  removed  by  the  conqueror,  Guadja  Trudo,  to  his 
palaces  at  Ardra,  Calmina,  and  Abomey.  No  veftiges  of  them 
now  remain,  but  the  moats  which  furrounded  them  j nor  can 
the  hte  of  the  palace  of  the  Whydah  Kings  be  afeertained,  but 
by  the  trench  which  encompatfed  it.  The  place  is  now  over- 
grown with  lofty  trees,  and  is  held  facred  by  the  reprefentatives 
of  that  unfortunate  family,  who  live  in  exile  with  the  remains 
of  their  countrymen,  in  the  vicinity  of  Popo.  And  the  new 
King  of  Whydah,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  government  of  his 
few  and  needy  vailals,  muft  come  to  this  fpot  to  be  inau- 
gurated. 

All  writers  who  have  deferibed  this  country,  extol  its  natural 
beauties,  and  the  fertility  of  its  foil.  Previous  to  the  conqueft 
it  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  extremely  populous  that  land  was 
claimed  as  private  property ; and  this  being  the  great  mart  of 
trade  to  a very  extenfive  tradt  of  the  interior  country,  the  inha- 
bitants are  faid  to  have  abounded  in  riches.  An  anecdote  which 
I have  heard  of  the  laft  King  of  Whydah,  from  the  old  people 
.of  the  country,  confirms,  in  fome  degree,  this  afiertion. 

When  Captain,  afterwards  Sir  Chaloner,  Ogle,  was  fent  in 
1722,  in  the  Swallo^iv  man  of  war,  to  the  coafl  of  Africa,  in 

queil: 


no  A JOURNEY  TO  THE  COURT 

quefl:  of  Roberts,  the  pirate,  he  landed  at  Whydah,  and  ac- 
quainted the  King  with  the  purpofe  of  his  errand.  The  King 
told  him,  “ if  he  Ihould  fecure  that  rafcal  Roberts,  who  had 
long  infeded  his  coad,  he  would  give  him  the  weight  of 
That  in  gold  dulf,”  pointing  to  an  iron  half-hundred  weight 
that  lay  near  him.  Capt.  Ogle  fell  in  with  and  took  Roberts’s 
fhip,  the  Royal  Fortune,  at  Cape  Lopez.  Roberts  was  killed 
in  the  engagement,  and  the  pirates  were  tried  and  condemned 
at  Cape  Coad:,  where  all  of  them  were  executed,  except  half  a' 
dozen,  who  were  carried  to  Whydah,  and  hanged  there.  The 
King  duly  difcharged  his  promife  to  the  Captain,  giving  him 
in  this  way  between  three  and  four  thoufand  pounds  for  his 
bravery  ; which  was  no  fmall  mark  either  of  his  riches  or 
pundluality^ 

We  made  no  halt  at  Xavier,  the  hammock  men  chooling  to 
jog  on  at  their  ufual  rate  of  about  five  miles  per  hour  ; relieving 
each  other  occafionally.  From  thence  to  Force  took  up  two 
hours.  It  is  but  a fmall  town  j and,  being  a convenient  ftage, 
the  inhabitants  derive  fome  advantage  from  fupplying  travellers 
with  refrefliment.  It  is  feparated  from  the  province  of  Why- 
dah by  a pretty  deep  and  rapid  river,  whofe  banks  are  covered 
with  fiately  trees,  and  a great  . deal  of  clofe  underwood,  which 
afford  a commodious  fhelter  to  elephants,  of  which  there  are 
plenty  hereabouts. 

When  the  Dahomans  under  Trudo  were  about  to  crofs  this 
river,  which  was  formerly  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Why- 
dah kingdom,  the  infatuated  inhabitants,  inftead  of  difputing 
the  paflage,  or  riflcing  a battle  in  defence  of  their  country, 
were  contented  to  place,  with  great  ceremony,  the  fetifii  fnake 
in  the  path,  to  oppofe  the  invading  army ; which  not  anfwering 
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their  hopes  and  expedlations,  they  deemed  all  other  refiftance 
vain,  and  fled  precipitately  before  the  conquerors.  We  crolTed 
the  river  over  a tolerably  good  bridge,  formed  by  wooden  piles 
placed  at  proper  diftances,  and  covered  with  faggots  and 
hurdles. 

Here  we  overtook  our  porters;  and  the  hammock  men  being 
difpofed  to  take  a little  refl:  and  refrefhment,  I intended  to 
amufe  mylelf  with  ftrolling  through  the  town,  and  viewing  it. 
I purpofed  to  do  this  alone,  but  found  myfelf  followed  by  my 
captain.  On  telling  him  I did  not  then  require  his  attendance, 
and  that  he  might  remain  with  his  companions ; he  replied, 
that  “ the  Torees  were  a ftrange  fort  of  people,  and  had  bad 
“ cufloms ; and,  as  he  had  to  anfwer  with  his  head  for  my 
“ fifetv,  he  would  not  truft  me  alone  among  a people  who 
“ made  a pradtice  of  eating  men.”  Though  I was  pretty  cer- 
tain his  fears  for  me  were  unneceflary,  yet,  to  make  him  eafy, 
I returned  to  my  party,  refledling  on  the  prejudices  which 
people,  reflding  at  not  more  than  twenty  miles  diftance,  en- 
tertained of  their  neighbours. 

When  the  hammock  men  had  refted  a little,  and  taken  a 
a flight  repaft,  we  refumed  our  journey,  and  proceeded  to  a 
fmall  town,  called  Azo^ji^ay^  which  we  reached  in  a coupla  of 
hours,  the  road  being  very  good,  though  we  faw  no  fettle- 
ments  or  plantations  between  the  two  places.  As  the  country 
was  covered  with  thick  woods,  and  the  grafs  grew  luxuriantly, 
higher  than  ou.-  heads,  which  prevented  a free  circulation  of 
air,  I found  the  heat,  now  that  the  fun  had  gained  its  meridian, 
fo  extremely  fatiguing,  that  when  we  reached  Azoway,  I 
readily  ccnfentedto  the  hammock  men’s  propofal,  of  having  my 
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hrmmock  fufpended  under  the  fliade  of  a fpreading  tree,  whilft 
they  went  to  bathe  in  an  adjoining  river : which  done,  and 
they  having  thereby  refrellied  themfelves  exceedingly,  we  pro- 
ceeded with  frefh  fpirits  for  Ardra,  which  we  reached  in  two 
hours. 

Ardray  * or  Alhdahy  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  a gently  riling 
eminence  of  gravelly  foil.  A prodigious  number  of  palm  trces> 
grow  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  which  add  greatly  to  the 
beauty  of  the  profped:,  and  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  great 
quantities  of  the  oil,  which  they  bring  to  market  at  Whydah,^ 
in  large  callebalhes  that  contain  from  five  to  ten  or  twelve  gal- 
lons each.  The  King  and  feveral  of  his  great  men  have  houfes 
here  j but  they  feldom  vifit  them. 

I was  condufled  to  apartments  in  a houfe  belonging  to  one 
of  the  King’s  officers,  which  are  appropriated  to  the  accom- 
modation of  white  men  on  their  journey ; and  was  prefented, 
by  the  man  who  had  the  care  of  it,  with  a jar  of  cool  waterj^ 
and  a pot  of  the  country  beer,  called  pitto : which  favour  I 
acknowledged,  by  returning  a flalk  of  brandy. 

Here  we  refolved  to  flop  for  the  day  ; and  my  retinue,  having 
depofited  their  baggage  in  my  apartment,  and  fufpended  the 
cotton  hammock  in  which  I travelled,  with  the  mattrefs  in  it, 
for  my  night’s  lodging,  went  to  the  quarters  provided  for  them, 
and  left  me  to  recover,  in  filence  and  retirement,  from  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  day ; nor  was  I interrupted  by  any  impertinent 

curiofity* 

* This  is  not  the  capital  of  the  former  kingdom  of  Ardra,,  but  a Dahoman. 
town  called  by  the  fame  name.  Vide  ante,  p.  6*. 
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curlcfity  of  the  town’s- people  during  the  remainder  of  it,  but 
pxtr.cd  the  night  without  even  a bolt  to  the  door,  in  the  moft 
perfect  fecurity.  My  deep,  however,  was  greatly  interrupted 
by  the  incellant  howling,  roaring,  and  barking  of  wild  beads, 
particularly  the  jackals,  called  by  the  natives  tni'eei^jnees,  which, 
as  if  they  had  been  its  regular  police,  continued  prowling 
tbrough  the  town  during  the  whole  night,  and  difturbing  us 
with  their  execrable  cries.  They  are  fierce,  voracious  animals, 
about  the  lize^of  a large  mafiifF  dog,  but  much  ilronger  in  all 
their  parts,  particularly  the  jaws,  teeth  and  legs.  Their  feet 
are  very  large,  and  armed  with  formidable  claws.  They  quit 
their  retreats  in  the  woods  foon  after  dark,  and  range  in  troops 
through  the  towns  and  plantations,  in  quefc  of  food.  Any 
domefiic  animal  that  is  not  fecured  in  a houfe,  or  at  leafir 
within  high  walls,  is  fure  to  become  their  prey  j nothing 
comes  amifs  to  them  ; when  they  cannot  get  better  fare,  they 
eat  any  kind  of  trafli : I have  frequently  feen  the  ftomachs  of 
thofe  that  have  been  killed,  full  of  pieces  of  broken  callebafhes 
that  had  once  contained  oil,  and  of  old  cow-hides  that  had  been 
ufed  for  covering  the  rolls  of  Portuguefe  tobacco.  They  are 
the  greatefi:  devourers  of  the  carcafes  of  thofe  who  are  executed 
as  criminals,  or  facrificed  at  the  public  feftivals. 

They  readily  difcover  dead  bodies  that  are  interred,  and  drag 
them  out  of  their  graves.  This  is  a joint  operation  of  feveral ; 
and  when  they  have  got  their  prey  before  them,  they  dance 
and  caper  round  it,  with  great  exultation  and  howling,  for 
fome  time,  before  they  devour  it.  When  any  of  them  fingl}^ 
falls  in  with  a prize,  he  changes  the  horrid  roaring  which  he 
ufed  in  the  purfuit,  to  another  vile  note,  which  is  to  fummon 
his  companions  to  come,  and  partake  with  him  : and  it  is  by 

. the 
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the  fame  note  that  they  announce  the  dlfcovery  of  a human  grave^ 
and  colledt  a party  to  explore  its  contents.  I never  knew  an 
inftance  where  they  attacked  a cow,  that  they  did  not  feize  the 
udder  firfl: ; and  in  Whydah,  w^here  they  are  very  numerous,  I 
have  often  known  cows  refcued  from  them,  with  the  lofs  of  that 
part,  by  the  exertions  of  the  people,  when  they  have  run  imme-» 
diately  to  the  place  where  the  piteous  bellowings  of  the  poor  ani- 
mal direded  them.  I am  furprized  that  Monf.  Buffon  flaould  omit 
to  mention,  that  though  this  animal  has  a flrong  refemblance 
in  figure  to  the  wolf  and  canine  fpecies,  it  differs  from  them 
in  a flriking  feature,  by  having  only  two  teats,  which  arc 
placed  one  on  each  fide  of  the  breaft,  like  a monkey.  ^ 

nearly  on  the  next  morning,  February  2d,  we  continued  our 
journey  acrofs  a very  agreeable  country,  and  having  paffed 
through  two  villages,  Ifopped  at  a town  called  UaveCy  and 
breakfafied  : it  is  but  an  inconfiderable  place,  though  the  King 
has  a houfe  in  it.  Our  flay  here  was  no  longer  than  necefiary, 
and  we  proceeded  to  Whybow  ; which  place  I reached  about 
ten  o’clock,  and  was  kindly  received  by  the  hofpitable  old 
Caboceer,  who  provided  an  excellent  dinner  for  me,  and  gave 
my  whole  retinue  abundant  proof  of  his  liberality,  by  fupplying 
them  plentifully  with  good  cheer.  This  old  man’s  name  was 
Jabrakou  ^ he  had  been  a warrior  in  his  youth,  and  having 
acquitted  himfelf  with  reputation,  was  rewarded  with  the 
government  of  this  town.  I found  him  a keen  fportfman  : he 

did 

* Mirifica  pudendorum  conformat’io  extat.  A foemlna,  mas  baud  facile 
dignofci  potcft.  Laiitant  penis  ac  teftes  intus,  fubter  cutem  hypogaftricam. 
Per  foramen  efflui:  urina;  penisque  in  coita  detruditur.  Tantam  autem  rirna 
labiis  muliebribus  profert  fimilitudinem,  ut,  fpecie  prima,  valde  ambiguum 
fexus  eftimetur,  et  quafi  Hermaphrodithum, 
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did  not  like  domeftic  animals,  he  laid,  but  the  chace  furnifhed 
him  with  a variety  of  delicacies  : and  he  Ihewed  me  his  larder, 
which  was  well  ftored  with  buffalo,  venifon  of  different  fizes 
and  forts,  wild  hog,  and  Agoiitiy  or  BiiJIj-Cat.  Of  all  thefc 
he  preffed  me  to  partake  for  my  journey,  which  though  I 
declined  as  having  no  occafion  for  them , yet,  on  coming  away, 
heinfiftedon  my  accepting  a coupleof  nice  Guinea  fowls,  which 
he  laid  he  had  ordered  to  be  roaffed  for  my  fupper.  It  was 
with  much  difficulty  I prevailed  upon  him  to  accept  a fmali 
prefent  in  return  ; which  he  refufed  to  do,  until  I promised 
to  fpend  a few  days  with  him  on  a hunting  party,  at  my 
return. 

I recoiled;  Monf.  Buffon  fays,  the  Agouti  is  peculiar  to  the 
new  world,  and  is  found  no  where  but  in  America  j yet  they 
abound  in  this  part  of  Africa,  are  gregarious  animals,  and  are 
elfeemed  a great  dainty  by  the  natives.  The  Bufh-cat,  by 
which  name  it  is  diflinguilhed  by  the  Britifh  traders  at  this 
coaff,  approaches  nearly,  in  the  length  of  its  body,  to  that  of 
a full  grown  hare,  and  is  rather  thicker.  The  body,  when 
dwelled  of  its  fkin,  appears  incafed  with  fat,  like  a hog. 
The  tail  is  ihort,  and  not  buffiy.  I do  not  remember  the 
number  of  its  claws  but  the  feet  are  fnall,  and  do  not  feem 
formed  for  burrowing  in  the  earth.  The  hinder  legs  are  longer 
than  the  fore  ones,  and  the  ears  are  rounded  and  Ihort.  The 
lads  who  feized  and  brought  them  to  me  for  fale,  related  that 
the  practice  was  to  wait  for  thefe  animals  in  their  haunts, 
morning  and  evening  j that  they  were  generally  feen  in  compa- 
nies, or  probably  families  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  follov/ing 
one' another  in  the  fame  path.  The  head-moff  v/cre  fuffered  to 
pafs  on  unmoleffed,  and  then  an  affault  was  made  upon  the  rear 
0^  2 of 
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of  the  party  with  flicks  ; by  this  manoeuvre,  two  or  three  were 
ufually  taken  prifoners.  On  my  aflcing  the  reafon  why  they 
did  not  make  their  firfl  attack  upon  the  leaders  ? they  replied, 
that  in  fuch  a cafe  the  aflailants  would  be  expofed  to  the  fury  of 
all  that  followed,  and  that  their  bite  was  extremely  fevere  ; which 
I was  induced  to  believe,  as  they  are  furnidied  with  two  very 
formidable  incifory  teeth  in  the  upper  jaw.  By  beginning  with 
the  rear,  they  told  me  there  was  little  danger ; becaufe,  thofe 
which  were  already  pafled,  continued  to  march  on,  without 
diflurbing  themfelves  about  the  fate  of  their  companions.  The 
mu2;zleof  the  Bup-cat,  except  the  upper  lip,  which  is  divided 
like  a hare’s,  is  not  very  unlike  that  of  a rat;  the  upper  jaw 
projedling  confiderably  beyond  the  lower.  Inflead  of  foft  hair, 
this  animal  is  covered  with  harfh,  coarfe,  fliff*  briftles,  which 
adhere  fo  little  to  the  ficin,  as  to  be  feparated  by  a flight  touch. 
This  creature  is  endued  with  a power  of  eredling  its  briflles, 
which  are  of  a brovvnifli  colour,  clouded  with  dark  fpots.  It 
is  on  the  authority  of  the  Brafilian  Portuguefe  captains,  who 
trade  to  V/hydah,  that  I fuppofe  this  animal  to  be  the  Agouti ; 
for  they  allure  me,  that  it  is  not  at  all  different  from  thofe 
which  are  fo  common  in  Brafil ; and  the  French  captains, 
who  had  been  at  Cayenne,  concur  in  the  fame  opinion.  The 
African  Agouti  is  very  fat,  and  its  flefh  tafles  greafy  and  flrong, 
unlefs  it  has  been  cured  by  fmoak ; which  is  a preparation  that 
makes  it  exceedingly  palatable. 

Having 

* Pifo  (Hiji.  Nat.  lib.  3.)  enumerates  five  fpecles  of  the  Lepus  in  Brafil  j 
of  which  the  Agouti  is  the  third.  In  the  circumftances  particularly  of  its 
bulk  and  fpots,  the  Bufh-cat  of  Whydah  feems  to  have  a nearer  refemblance  to 
the  Paca,  which  ftands  forcmoft  in  his  claflification.  The  American  Agouti 
is  rather  a fmaller  animal ; has  fhort  round  ears;  its  hinder  feet  are  armed  with 

fi;c 
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Having  llald  with  this  friendly  old  man  until  evening,  I 
let  oft'  for  ylppoy,  which  is  an  hour  and  a half’s  journey  ; 
and  lodged  there,  in  a houfe  provided,  by  the  king’s  order,  for 
the  accommodation  of  white  people.  I was  now  come  to  the- 
dilagreeable  and  fatiguing  part  of  the  journey,  and  judged  fome 
reft  necell'ary,  previous  to  entering  upon  it.  Here  the  great 
tCjsJ  commences,  through  which,  the  path  is  fo  narrow, 

crooked, 

fix  claw?,  and  its  anterior  with  only  four  : when  it  is  eating,  it  holds  the  food 
between  its  fore  paws,  and  fits  ere£t  on  its  haunches.  It  produces  feventeen 
voung  ones  at  a litter,  thrice  in  the  year.  In  Pere  Labat's  Voyage  aux  IJles  de 
r Jnurique,  is  a bad  figure  of  it ; but  his  defcription  is  very  correct.  He  fpeaks 
of  three  fpecies  obferved  in  the  Caribbee  ifiands.  Peter  Martyr  allots  the  fame 
number  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo:  they  were  the  common  food  of  the 
Indians,  who  called  them  the  Z7r/,  or  Outiy  which  fcarcely  differs  from  the 
continental  name,  Acouti. 

That  it  is  common  to  Africa  and  America,  is  a curious  fait.  Are  we  to 
fuppofe,  that  there  once  exifted  an  aitiial  junition  of  the  two  continents  ? Or, 
that  an  intercourfe  of  navigation  prevailed  between  them  in  remote  ages,  prior 
to  any  hiftory  or  tradition  that  has  reached  us  ? To  the  former  fuppofition  it 
will  be  objeited,  that  the  elephant,  and  other  quadrupeds  of  Africa,  have  never, 
(as  far  as  we  are  informed)  been  feen  in  America,  either  by  the  Indian  Abo- 
rigines, or  by  the  firft  European  difcoverers;  and  that  America,  in  its  turn, 
poflefles  fome  not  yet  known  to  exift  in  Africa,  as  the  TamanduOyiic.  Navi- 
gators, indeed,  might  tranfport  from  one  country  to  the  other,  a breed  of  the 
fmaller  efculent  quadrupeds,  as  the  Agouti,  for  example.  This  is  a fubje6l 
upon  which  a great  deal  of  various  conjefture  may  be  hazarded  ; but  of  which 
nothing  can  now  with  certainty  be  known. 

Father  Labat,  who  w’as  an  admirer  of  good  cheer,  to  fhew  he  was  not  unin- 
firucled  in  the  art  of  cookery,  gives  us  a receipt  for  the  befi:  manner  of  dreffing  this 
animal.  He  tells  us,  that,  “ firft  of  all,  it  is  to  be  fcalded  with  milk,  like  a 

pig;  and,  when  intended  for  the  fpit,  great  care  muft  be  taken  to  fill  its 
“ paunch  wfith  a rich  ftuffing,  compofed  of  the  harllet,  mixed  w ith  yolks  of 
“eggs,  fw’eet  herbs,  and  fpicery.  I have  eaten  it,  (fays  he),  many  a time,. 
“ diefled  according  to  this,  and  other  fafhions,  and  always  found  it  an  excel- 
“ lent  difh,  and  of  eafy  digeftion.”  Tom.  III.  fol.  25. 
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■crooked,  and  bad,  that  it  is  impaflable  to  be  carried  in  a 
hammock,  even  at  the  prefent,  which  is  the  bell;  and  drieft 
feafon  of  the  year  : during  the  rains,  it  is  almoll:  impaflable. 

We  entered  the  wood  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Fe- 
bruary 3d,  with  the  advantage  of  a bright  moon  and  ferene 
iky.  The  captain  of  the  guard  difpofed  his  men,  fome  in  front, 
fome  in  rear,  with  loaded  mulkets,  to  defend  us  from  the 
attacks  of  wild  bealls,  with  which  this  dreary  wood  abounds ; 
on  each  fide  of  me,  two  of  the  hammock  men  carried  lan- 
terns with  lighted  candles  in  them,  on  which  the  natives  have 
great  reliance  for  terrifying  the  beafts  of  prey  : the  whole  party 
finging,  and  fhouting  as  loud  as  they  could  bellow ; blowing 
their  trumpets,  and  bring  mulkets  occaiio^ally ; which,  with 
the  chattering  of  monkeys,  alarmed  at  our  approach,  the 
fqualling  of  parrots,  the  roaring  of  wild  hearts,  and  the  crartiing 
and  milling  of  elephants  through  the  underwood,  formed  the 
mort  horrid  difcord  that  can  be  conceived. 

After  a fatiguing  march  of  five  hours,  we  reached  Agrimee^ 
a fmall  town  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  wood;  where  we 
halted  fome  time,  to  breakfart  ; and  then  reiumed  our  journey 
to  Calmina,  which  we  reached  in  two  hours.  Calmma  is  a 
large  town,  and  may  contain  about  fifteen  thoufand  inhabit- 
ants. The  King  frequently  refides  here,  and  has  a fpacious 
houfe,  which  occupjes,  with  its  appendages,  almort  as  much 
ground  as  St.  James's  Park:  it  is  enclofed  with  a high  mud 
wall,  which  forms  nearly  a fquare.  On  a former  viiit,  I 
jiicafured  one  fide  of  it,  and  found  it  one  thoujand fevsn  hundred 
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paces  long*;  in  the  centre  is  a gateway,  and  large  guard-houfcs,, 
on  the  roof  of  which,  are  expofed,  a great  number  of  fkulls  of 
prifoners  taken  in  war. 

At  Calmina,  I was  introduced  into  apartments  in  the  May-.- 
hou’s  houfe,  where  I met  a meffenger  from  him,  with  com- 
pliments to  congratulate  me  on  my  fafe  arrival ; and  defiring  to 
be  informed,  what  time  I propofed  to  enter  Abomey,  and 
whether  I would  confent  to  be  received  in  Jiate,  by  the  great 
officers  of  the  court  ? a ceremony  which  confifis  of  the  prime 
minilfer,  and  other  head  men,  meeting  the  vilitor  about  half 
a mile  from  town,  on  horfeback ; with  numerous  attendants,, 
under  arms,  who  perform  their  military  exercife,  and  fire  a 
few  rounds  of  muiketry.  After  which,  the  great  men  alight, 
and  receive  the  firanger  under  the  ffiade  of  large  umbrellas  j 
prefent  him  firft  with  a tumbler  of  cool  water,  and  after- 
v/ards  with  a fmall  glafs  of  fpirits,  which  is  drank  to  the 
king’s  health ; and  then  the  whole  body  accompany  him  into 
the  town. 

I declined  this  honour,  as  agreeing  but  badly  with  my  prefent 
fatigue : and  having  difmified  the  mefienger,  charged  with 
compliments,  on  my  part,  to  his  mafter  3 I remained  there  till 
evening.  In  the  interim,  an  old  lady  of  the  houfe  provided 
me  with  an  excellent  dinner  3 which  came  very  feafonably,  as 
the  porters,  with  my  provifions,  did  not  arrive  in  time,  owing 
to  their  fatigue  in  eroding  the  wood. 

I left  Calmina,  at  five  in  the  evening,  and  profecuted  my 
journey  for  Abomey,  which  I reached  in  two  hours.  The  inter- 
mediate 

* From  the  ftature  of  Mr.  Norris,  this  isr.early  as  many  yards,  or  about  an-; 
Englifh  mile.  J,  F. 
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mediate  country  is  cleared  of  trees  ; and  the  road,  which  is  an 
excellent  one,  lying  high,  affords  a pleafing  profpeil  of  the 
country.  I found  it  in  high  cultivation  ; chiefly  of  corn  and 
callivances,  for  the  fupply  of  the  adjoining  towns.  Half  way 
between  Calminaand  Abomey,  is  a country  houfeofthe  King’s, 
called  Dawhee,  which  was  the  ancient  reliden.ce  of  his  family, 
and  the  capital  of  their  little  territory,  before  they  emerged 
from  their  original  obfeurity. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  gate  of  Abomey,  I was  faluted  with 
fifteen  guns,  and  conduced  to  the  white  men’s  apartments  in 
the  Mayhou’s  houfe ; whofe  fleward  waited  on  me,  with  a 
prefent  from  his  mafler,  of  a jar  of  cool  water,  a pot  of 
and  fome  fowls.  This  officer  foon  made  his  appearance, 
accompanied  by  the  Yavougah,  or  vice-roy  of  Wydah,  and 
prefented  the  King’s  compliments,  on  my  fafe  arrival,  and 
efcape  from  accidents  or  ficknefs  on  the  journey.  This  polite- 
nefs  was  followed  by  a prefent  from  the  King,  of  a fheep, 
fome  fowls,  two  jars  of  pitto,  two  bafkets  of  corn-flour,  a 
callebafh  of  palm  oil,  one  of  fait,  and  a flafk  of  brandy. 

Having  had  occafion  to  mention  the  Mayhou,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  explain  his  office,  and  that  of  a few  others,  who 
will  be  introduced  in  the  fequel.  The  prime  minifler  is  called 
the  Tamegan  : he  is  the  firft  civil  officer  of  the  ftate,  and  ranks 
immediately  after  the  King  j he  is  the  only  perfon  in  his  domi^ 
nions  whofe  head  the  King  may  not  take  off  at  his  pleafure  ; it 
is  the  Tamegan’s  duty  to  affiff;  the  King  with  his  advice, 
and  to  aid  him  in  the  cares  of  government  j and  upon  the 
deceafe  of  the  King,  he  and  the  Mayhou  have  the  power 
of  appointing  which  of  his  fons  is  to  fucceed  him.  ’ The  next 
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in  rank  is  ftyled  the  Mayhou ; he  is  alfo  a counfellor  of  the  king, 
and  adts  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  j he  diredts,  or  fuperintends 
the  public  fetfivals  of  the  court;  and  has  the  care  of  all  Grangers 
that  vilit  Dahomy,  whether  Europeans,  Moors,  or  Negro 
ambalTadors,  from  neighbouring  ftites.  The  Tamegan  and  he, 
are  judges  in  criminal  cafes  ; and  one  or  other  of  them  are 
almoll  conlbantly  with  the  king,  informing  him  of  every  cir- 
cumlbance  that  palTes.  The  Agaoiv  is  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army.  T\\^Tavougah  is  vice-roy  of  Wbydab the  literal 
tranllation  of  his  title  is,  Captain  of  tbe  white  7nen^.”  - The 
y aboil  is  mafter  of  the  horfe ; he  has  the  care  of  criminals,  and 
is  to  fee  their  punithments  inflidled  ; he  has  alfo  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  the  plantations,  which  fupply  the  king’s  houlhold 
with  provifions  ; and  is  to  fee  that  the  women  who  are  to  cultivate 
them  are  not  remifs  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty.  Thefe  are 
the  principal  perlonages  of  the  kingdom  ; to  which  offices 
they  have  no  hereditary  claim  ; being  appointed  to  them  by  the 
king’s  particular  favour,  arifing  from  the  opinion  he  entertains 
of  their  qualifications  ann  abilities. 

The  court  was  engaged  at  this  time  in  the  celebration  of  a 
grand  feftival,  which  continues  feveral  weeks,  and  is  called  “ the 
annual  cufoms  when  the  king  waters  the  graves  of  his  ancef- 
tors  with  the  blood  of  many  human  vidtims.  The  governors 
of  the  forts  at  Whydah  are  expedfed  to  attend,  and  make  a 
prefent  on  the  occafion  ; which  fhould  confift  of  at  lead  one 
piece  of  Indian  damallc,  or  feme  other  handfome  filk.  The 
vice-roy  of  Whydah,  and  the  governors  of  the  different  towns 
and  provinces,  muft  be  there  with  their  prefents  alfo;  ai;idgivc 
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an  account  of  their  conduct,  and  of  every  circumftance  which 
the  king  wiihes  to  be  informed  of.  Tney  who  acquit  them- 
felves  to  his  fitisfadfion,  have  the  honour  to  receive  fome  mark, 
of  his  approbation  ; which  is  generally  a large  cotton  cloth, 
manufadured  in  the  Eyeo  country,  of  excellent  workmanfhip, 
avhich  they  afterwards  v/ear  for  an  upper  garment.  The  black 
merchants,  or  trading  men,  and  indeed  every  head  of  a family, 
m.uft  alfo  attend  for  a few  days,  and  bring  a quantity  of  cowries^ 
proportioned  to  their  circumflances.  Each  of  them  endeavours 
to  make  his  prefent,  which  is  in  fad  a tax,  as  refpedable  as  he 
can  j and  would  be  reprimanded,  or  perhaps  punifhed,  if  he  did 
not  do  fo.  They  are  all  attended  by  their  donaeftics  ; and  the 
young  fellows  among  them,  who  are  delirous  of  having  female 
companions,  bring,  each,  the  favings  of  their  induftry,  if  it 
amount  to  five  cabefs,  or  twenty  thoufand  cowries,  which  they 
lay  before  the  king’s  gate;  and  proftrating  thcmfelves  in  the 
duft,  beg  to  be  favoured  with  wives ; which  is  generally  com- 
plied with.  The  females  are  handed  out  from  the  palace,  and 
didributed  among  the  petitioners,  and  the  cowries  received  in 
return.  Each  mud  take  the  female  that  is  adignedhim:  be 
flae  old  or  young,  handfome  or  deformed,  he  is  obliged  to  receive 
her.  Sometimes  I have  known  the  king’s  wives,,  who  are  the 
agents  in  this  budnefs,  hand  out,  in  malicious  fport,  the  man’s 
mother  to  him  ; whom  he  mud  maintain  afterwards,  and  wait, 
content,  till  his  circumdances  enable  hirq  to  try  his  luck  on 
fome  future  occafion. 

The  date  principles  from  which  this  mode  of  fupplying 
wives  is  derived  are,  that  “ parents  have  no  fort  of  property  in 
‘g  their  children  in  the  Dahoman  territories they  “ belong 
“ entirely  to  the  king,”  are  taken  from  their  mothers  at  an 
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c-'flv  age,  and  diltributed  in  villages  remote  from  the  places  of 
their  nativity ; where  they  remain  fubjedl  to  his  future  appro- 
bation of  them,  with  but  little  chance  of  their  being  ever  feen, 
or  at  leail:  recognized  by  their  parents,  afterwards.  The  motive 
for  this  is,  that  there  may  be  no  family  connedlions,  or  combi- 
nations j no  alfociations,  that  might  be  injurious  to  the  king’s 
unlimited  power.  Hence,  each  individual  is  detached,  and 
unconnected  ; and  having  no  relative  for  whom  he  is  interefled, 
is  folicitous  only  for  his  own  fafety  ; which  he  confults,  by  the 
mod  abjeCt  fubmifiion  and  obedience.  Here,  paternal  affeClions, 
and  filial  love,  fcarcely  exid.  Mothers,  inftead  of  cherifhing, 
endeavour  to  fupprefs  thofe  attachmentsfor  theirofispring,  which 
they  know  will  be  violated,  as  foon  as  their  children  are  able  to 
undergo  the  fatigue  of  being  removed  from  them. 

On  the  annual  return  of  the  Ciijioms,  at  which  all  mud 
attend,  unlefs  prevented  by  ficknefs,  every  perfon  being  imme- 
diately in  the  king’s  power ; they  who  have  been  guilty  of  any 
delinquency,  are  apprehended  w'ithout  any  trouble,  and  inquiry 
into  fmall  offences  is  frequently  deferred  to  that  time;  but, 
on  a fufpicion  of  crimes  that  merit  immediate  invedigation, 
fuch  as  imprudent  familiarity  with  the  king’s  women,  witch- 
craft, or  theft,  the  offender  is  vifited  by  certain  meffengers, 
called  half-heads  who  bring  the  criminal  before  the  ma- 
gidrate  of  the  town  ; and  if  the  offence  be  proved,  they  either 
carry  his  head  with  them,  in  a bag,  to  fhew  the  king  that 

R 2 fen tence. 
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fentence  has  been  executed,  or  condudl  him  to  the  capital,  to 
receive  his  puniflimcnt  there. 

At  this  time  too  tli^e  king  informs  himfelf,  particularly,  of 
the  behaviour  of  each  of  his  (laves  : the  meaned;  of  whom  has 
accefs  to  him  upon  this  occafion,  and,  if  injured,  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  applying  perfonally,  and  in  private,  for  redrefs  : which 
is  a check  on  the  condudt  of  thofe  in  power,  and,  no  doubt, 
prevents  them  from  opprefiing  their  inferiors.  There  are  indeed 
but  few  inftances  of  perfonal  injuries  in  this  country  ; for  as 
they  are  all  (laves  to  the  king,  thofe  who  enjoy  any  pre-emi- 
nence are  cautious  how  they  abufe  their  fellow  (laves,  left  they 
incur  the  difpleafure  of  their  common  mafter ; and  from  this 
terror,  in  quarrels  between  equals,  they  content  themfelves 
with  exprelTing  their  indignation  in  mutual  inventive ; and 
rarely  proceed  to  blows,  left  a kmg  s Jlave  (liould  be  hurt,  which 
would  be  of  ferious  confequences  to  the  aggrelTor. 

I was  differed  to  remain  uninterrupted  in  my  apartments  the 
day  after  my  arrival,  to  recoverfrom  the  fatigue  of  the  journey ; ex- 
cept that,  towards  evening,  an  old  man  begged  leave  to  come  in  ; 
and,  approaching  with  great  refpedt,  produced  a fmall  calabafti, 
containing  a few  pebbles,  which  he  turned  out  upon  the  floor, 
and  counting  them  deliberately  over,  fhewedme  there  were  fifteen 
of  them,  which  I recollected  was  the  number  of  gmis  that  were 
fired  on  the  preceding  evening  \ and  finding  that  he  was  the 
gunner,  I paid  him  his  perquilite  of  an  ^ achy  of  cowrieSy  and 
a flafk  of  brandy,  and  defired  him  to  (hew  me  his  artillery ; to 
which  he  readily  agreed,  and  conducted  me  to  an  open  fpace  in 
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the  town,  where  I found  twenty-two  two  pounders,  and  two 
fixes,  without  any  carriages  ; not  arranged  for  defence,  but 
lying  on  logs  of  wood,  to  be  fired  occafionally  for  falutes,  and 
on  public  rejoicings. 

The  town  is  large,  and  may  contain  about  twenty-four  thou- 
Jand  inhabitants.  It  is  built  without  any  order,  or  the  leaft 
regard  paid  to  the  regularity  of  the  flreets.  A number  of  fmall 
huts  for  the  women,  and  a lhady  piazza  or  two  for  the  mafier, 
the  whole  inclofed  with  a high  7nud  wall,  form  the  accommo- 
dations of  each  family.  It  is  fituated  upon  a dry  gravelly  plain,, 
and  is  fupplied  with  water  from  a rivulet  near  two  miles  off,, 
which  makes  that  article  dear : a number  of  women  being, 
employed  in  car'-ying  it  round  the  town,  in  earthen  pots,  to  fell. 
The  town  is  furrounded  by  a wide  and  deep  ditch  §,  but  has  na 
breaft-work ; nor  does  it  appear  how  they  have  difpofed  of  the 
clay  that  has  been  dug  out  of  it,  unlefs  it  has  been  expended  in 
conlfrudling  the  mud  walls  of  their  houfes.  There  are,  in 
dificrent  places,  four  wooden  bridges  acrofs  this  ditch,  and  a. 
guard-houfe  at  each,  in  which  fomc  foldiers  are  flationed. 

The  King  has  two  houfes,  called  Dahomy  and  Gringomy, 
in  the  town  j and  another  without  the  gates,  called  Dam- 
pogey  ; they  are  about  the  fame  dimenfions  as  that  at  Calmina 
and,  like  it,  are  inclofed  by  a mud  wall,  about  twenty  feet 
high.  In  pafling  the  guard-houfe,  at  the  door  of  Gringomy 
palace,  I obferved  a great  number  of  human  fkulls,  fixed  on 
frnall  Hakes  on  the  roof  of  it,  which  had  belonged,  to  prifoner-s 

taken.: 
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taken  in  war.  On  each  fide  of  the  door  was  a pile  of  human 
heads,  at  Icafl:  fifty  in  each;  qjid  at  a few  yards  difiance,  oppo- 
fite  to  the  door,  was  a fmall  fiage,  about  ten  feet  high,  on  which 
lay  about  two  dozen  heads  of  unfortunate  victims,  who  had  been 
facrificed  a few  days  before,  at  feme  of  the  late  fefiivals. 

On  my  return,  I received  a melfage  from  the  King,  who  de- 
fired  to  fee  me  next  morning,  in  Dahomy-houfe.  I prepared 
accordingly  for  rny  vifit,  by  unpacking  a very  handfome  fedan 
chair,  and  a chamber  organ,  v*^hich  I had  previoufiy  fent  up 
from  Whydah.  Thefe  I conveyed  early  in  the  morning  by  my 
porters  to  the  palace,  and  followed  them,  at  ten  o’clock, 
February  5,  accompanied  by  my  linguift.  I was  received  at  the 
door  by  the  Mayhou.  On  each  fide  of  it  was  a human  head, 
recently  cut  off,  lying  on  a fiat  ftone,  with  the  face  down,  and 
the  bloody  end  of  the  neck  towards  the  entrance.  In  the  guard- 
houfe  were  about  forty  women,  armed  with  a mufket  and  cut- 
lafs  each;  and  twenty  eunuchs,  with  bright  iron  rods  in  their 
hands  ; one  of  whom  flipped  av/ay,  to  announce  my  arrival. 
The  Mayhou,  walking  cautioufly  forward,  conduced  me  through 
the  firfi:  court  to  a door,  near  which  were  two  more  heads, 
where  he  profirated  himfelf,  and  kilfed  the  ground  ; on  which 
it  was  opened  by  a female,  and  we  entered  a fecond  court,  two 
^ fides  of  which  were  formed  by  long  fhady  piazzas.  In  this  we 
were  met  by  the  Tamegan  and  Yavougah,  who,  with  the  May- 
hou, frequently  knelt  down,  and  kiffed  the  ground,  pronouncing 
aloud  fome  of  the  King’s  titles,  as  we  walked  acrofs  this  court, 
in  which  were  ranged  fix  human  heads.  From  this  we  palled 
through  a third  door  into  the  court,  where  the  King  waited  for 
us.  He  was  feated  on  a handfome  chair  of  crimfon  velvet, 
ornamented  with  gold  fringe,  and  placed  on  a carpet,  in  a fpa- 
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crons  cool  piazza,  which  odcupled  one  fide  of  the  court.  He 
was  fmoaking  tobacco,  and  had  on  a gold-laced  hat,  withaplume 
of  ofirich  feathers.  He  wore  a rich  crimfon  damafic  robe, 
wrapped  loofely  round  him ; yellow  flippers,  but  no  flockings. 
Several  women  were  employed  fanning  him  ; and  others,  with 
whilks,  to  chace  away  the  flies.  One  woman,  on  her  knees 
before  him,  held  a gold  cup  for  him  to  fpit  in. 

When  the  door  which  led  into  this  court  was  opened,  the 
Tamegan  and  his  two  companions  immediately  fell  down, 
rubbed  their  foreheads  in  the  dull,  kiflecr  the  ground  repeatedly, 
and  approached  the  King,  crawling  on  their  hands  and  knees, 
prollrating  themfelves  frequently,  and  throwing  the  dufl;  plen- 
tifullv,  with  both  hands,  upon  their  heads  : had  it  been  mud 
from  preceding  rain,  the  fame  ceremony  would  have  been  per- 
formed. 

Having  bowed  to  the  King,  I was  directed  to  a chair  a few 
yards  from  him  ; and  having  drunk  his  health  in  a fmall  glafs  of 
brandy,  and  he  mine,  he  inquired  after  the  health  of  his  brother. 
King  George  of  England  ; and  aflced  fome  quellions  refpedting 
my  voyage.  We  converfed,  through  the  medium  of  my  fer- 
vant,  who  adted  as  interpreter  and  of  the  Mayhou,  who  firfl: 
killed  the  ground,  before  he  preflimed  to  repeat  the  King’s  words 
to  m.y  fervant : a cuftom  always  obferved  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  in  the  royal  prefence,  when  a perfon  has 
occafion  to  repeat  the  king’s  words,  or  deliver  any  meflage  or 
order  of  his.  After  fome  converfation,  he  defired  me  to  let 
him  hear  the  organ,  and  appeared  much  pleafed  with  the  tunes, 

I then  explained  the  ufe  of  the  fedan  chair;  which  I repre- 
fented  as  much  more  convenient  than  the  hammock,  which  lie 

generally. 
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generally  ufed.  Half  a dozen  of  his  hainmock  men  were  then 
introduced,  crawling  on  their  hands  and  knees ; and,  by  his 
dclire,  I went  into  the  fedan,  and,  direding  them  what  to  do, 
was  carried  by  them  all  in  turns,  until  they  appeared  to  be  pretty 
expert  at  their  butinefs.  He  then  went  into  it  himfelf,  and 
was  carried  repeatedly  round  the  court,  amidft  the  fhouts  and 
acclamations  of  his  minifters,  his  women,  and  his  hammock  men^ 
It  was  a fmart  fliowy  thing,  covered  with  red  morocco  leather, 
and  lined  with  white  filk.  He  was  aftonilhingly  delighted  with 
it,  and  diverted  himl'elt  with  opening  and  drawing  the  curtains, 
which  he  deemed  a moft  ingenious  contrivance.  At  laft,  in 
the  exultation  of  his  foul,  fome  of  the  eunuchs  were  called  in 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  hammock  men  ; and  the  door  leading 
■from  the  piazza  to  his  private  apartments  being  opened,  he  v/as 
carried  by  them  to  difplay  bis  finery  among  his  women.  On 
which  I had  permiflion  to  depart,  and  his  nobles  retired  in  the 
fame  abjedl  manner  which  they  obferved  in  approaching  him. 
In  the  evening,  I purchafed  thirty-two  Haves,  which  finifiied 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 

On  the  next  morning  (February  6)  I had  an  invitation  to 
come,  if  it  were  agreeable,  and  be  a fpedlator  of  fome  amufe- 
ments  at  the  king’s  gate,  at  Gringomy,  which  I accepted,  as  I 
underftood  that  the  Agaow,  or  general,  had  returned,  in  the 
preceding  night,  from  an  expedition  againft  the  Mahees,  and 
had  brought  fome  prifoners,  which  I wiflied  to  enquire  about.  I 
found  the  Tamegan,  Mayhou,  Yavougah,  Agaow,  and  Jahou, 
feated  on  ftools,  placed  on  leopards  fkins,  at  the  king’s  gate, 
and  flaeltered  under  large  umbrellas  from  the  fun.  An  accom- 
modation of  the  fame  fort  was  provided  for  me.  A great  con- 
^ourfe  of  people  was  affembled ; but  1 found  it  was  not  a time 
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or  place  for  bufinefs,  lb  entertained  myfelf  with  the  droll  dillor- 
tions,  and  antic  dances  of  a multitude  of  people,  to  the  harOi 
mufic  of  a variety  of  inftruments.  Amidll  all  this  fellivity, 
fhould  a man’s  foot  flip,  and  occafion  him  to  flill,  it  is  regarded 
as  a bad  omen,  and  the  poor  wretch  is  immediately  taken  out 
of  the  crowd,  and  his  head  flrruck  off,  without  any  interruption 
to  the  dance,  which  goes  on,  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 

To  thefe  fucceeded  a troop  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
females,  whole  motions  and  grimaces  were  flill  more  comic,  if 
poflible,  than  what  had  preceded.  This  band  was  compofed 
of  ladies  of  pleafure,  ordered  to  be  fuch  by  royal  authority. 
This  is  a precaution  taken  by  government  to  prevent  the  peace 
of  private  families  being  violated,  and  is  perhaps  more  neceflary 
here  than  in  any  other  ffate,  as  adultery  is  feverely  punilhed,  and 
every  indiferetion  of  gallantry  expofes  the  delinquents  to  death, 
or  flavery ; efpecially  too,  as  the  people  of  rank  engrofs  the 
major  part  of  the  women. 

The  King’s  feraglio  confifls  of  between  three  and  four  thou- 
fand.  His  principal  men  have  from  one  hundred  to  three  or 
four  hundred  wives  each  ; and  people  in  humbler  ftations,  from 
half  a dozen  to  twenty.  From  this  unequal  diflribution,  in 
which  the  rights  of  mankind  are  infringed,  and  their  wants 
egregioufly  mifcalculated,  the  lower  clafs  remain  unprovided 
with  female  companions : but  in  every  town  there  is  a certain 
number  of  women,  proportioned  to  its  fize,  who  are  to  be 
obliging  to  every  cufliomer  that  offers.  The  price  of  their 
favours  is  regulated,  and  very  moderate ; and  though  thefe 
poor  creatures  pay  a heavy  tax  annually,  which  was  the  occafion 
of  their  being  convened  at  prefent,  yet  by  brewing  fmall  beer, 
S and 
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and  breeding  poultry  for  fale,  added  to  what  their  occupation 
brings  in,  they  are  enabled  to  live  ; and  I am  inclined  to  think 
there  are  wretches  in  the  world,  of  the  fame  profeffion,  more 
miferable  than  thefe. 

Whatever  entertainment  this  fcene  might  have  afforded,  it 
was  damped  by  my  fervant’s  officioufnefs,  in  pointing  out  feven 
men,  with  their  ankles  and  wriffs  fecured  round  tall  polls,  fixed 
in  the  ground,  where  they  were  to  remain  till  the  night  pre- 
ceding the  next  fellival,  when  their  heads  were  to  be  llruck  off. 
Thefe  unhappy  vidims,  though  confcious  of  their  impending 
fate,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  mufic,  which  they  feemed  to 
enjoy,  by  endeavouring  to  beat  time  to  it.  An  equ;^l  number 
of  horfes  were  likewife  faflened  to  flakes,  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
and  were  to  fuffer  the  fame  fate.  * I foon  took  my  leave,  and 
quitted  this  fcene  of  dillrefs ; but  had  not  proceeded  far,  before 
I was  almoft  fuffocated  by  an  infupportable  flench,  which,  upon 
looking  round,  I found  to  proceed  from  the  heads  of  thirty-two 
horfes  and  thirty-fix  men,  who  had  been  maffacred  on  two 
preceding  feflivals,  not  for  any  crime  of  theirs,  but  as  a facrifice 
to  the  miflaken  grandeur  of  the  king,  and  agreeable  to  cuflom 
immemorial. 

Direding  my  courfe  from  thence  towards  the  market-place, 

1 found  at  the  entrance  of  it  two  gibbets,  about  twenty  feet 

high, 

* It  is  an  ancient  cuftom  amongft  favagenations  to  olFer  up  all  kinds  of  animals 
taken  in  war.  The  Herinunduri,  in  a war  with  the  Catti,  after  it  was  over, 
made  onegeiieral  facrifice  of  men,  horfes,  &c.  “ ViSioresdiverfam  acietn  Marti  ac 
“ Mircm  i')  Jacravere,  quo  vsto  eqiiiy  viri,  (un^a  Viola  Qccidioni  duntur.’*  Tacitj 
Annalium  Lib.  13,  in  fine.  J.t  . 
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high,  with  a.  murdered  man  hanging  naked  by  the  ankles  to 
each  j and  at  the  other  end  of  the  market,  two  other  gibbets, 
furniflied  in  the  fame  manner.  Thefe  poor  wretches  had  been 
put  to  death  by  blows  of  heavy  clubs  on  the  head,  and  had  their 
privities  cut  clofc  off,  that  the  delicacy  of  the  King’s  women, 
who  had  to  march  under  them,  in  procedion,  on  a fehival, 
about  eight  days  before,  might  not  be  offended.  The  birds  of 
prey  were  tearing  out  their  bowels,  and  devouring  them  piece- 
meal ; which  the  natives  looked  at  without  the  leaf!  emotion ; 
only  admiring  the  grandeur  of  the  King,  who  could  defray  the 
expence  of  fuch  exhibitions.  I obferved  In  the  market,  that 
the  tle(h  of  dogs  was  expofed  for  file  here,  as  well  as  at  Why- 
daJi,  in  common  with  that  of  other  animals. 

February  7th.  Early  this  morning  I went  to  the  gate  of 
Dahomy  houfe,  to  fee  a proceffion  of  the  King’s  women,  who 
came  out,  in  number  about  feven  hundred,  neatly  dreffed,  and 
danced  in  the  parade  before  the  guard-houfe,  where  a number 
of  men  under  arms  were  drawn  up  at  a diftance,  to  prevent  the 
populace  from  approaching  them.  Upon  their  retiring,  the 
Agaow  advanced  with  about  five  thoufand  men  under  arms, 
who  went  through  the  various  evolutions  of  their  exercife ; and 
concluded  with  a general  dance,  and  fome  war-fongs.  After 
which,  I went  in  to  pay  my  refpedls  to  the  King,  and  by  his 
defire  played  over  the  tunes  on  the  chamber- organ.  It  had 
three  barrels,  which  made  it  rather  too  complicated  a bufinefs 
for  him.  It  played  feveral  agreeable  tunes,  and  fome  feledl 
marches ; but  he  preferred  the  hundred  and  fourth  pfalm;  and 
I fixed  the  barrel  to  that,  at  his  requeff,  for  his  future  amufe- 
ment. 

S 2 
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February  8th.  This  morning  I received  ameffage  from  the 
King,  to  wait  on  him  at  Dahomy  houfe ; which  I did,  and 
found  him  fitting  in  a piazza,  dreffed  in  a filk  night-gown. 
Having  bowed  to  him,  I was  diredled  to  a chair,  where  fome 
Haves  were  ready  to  hold  a large  umbrella  over  me.  The  King 
was  attended  by  his  great  officers  of  Hate,  and  the  parade  crowded 
with  a multitude  of  the  populace.  At  a little  diftance  from 
me  fat  a dozen  fwarthy  men,  with  turbans  on  their  heads,  and 
cloathed  with  cotton  ffiirts,  made  like  furplices,  long  loofe 
drawers  or  trowfers  of  the  fame,  and  morocco  leather  flippers. 
Thefe  people  are  called  here  Malays ; they  fpeak  and  write 
Arabic;  and  are  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  northern  part  of 
Africa,  from  the  confines  of  morocco,  and  the  Hates  of  Bar- 
bary.  They  travel  to  this,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  more 
remote ; for  they  vifit  Angola,  apparently  from  motives  of 
trade;  and  yet  I could  not  difcover  that  they  purfued  any 
branch  of  it,  that  was  of  importance  enough  to  be  an  objed:. 
They  buy  hides,  and  fkins,  which  they  tan  and  work  into  horfe- 
furniture,  tobacco  pouches,  and  other  ufeful  articles ; and  carry 
fome  bales  of  fkins  back  with  them.  Whatever  be  the  real 
motives  of  their  journey,  they  behave  with  propriety,  and  are 
courteoufly  received,  and  much  refpedled  wherever  they  come. 
They  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion  ; and  when  their  long 
lent  of  Ramadan  is  over,  the  King  annually  kills  an  elephant 
to feafi;  them.  ^ 

Soon 

* Thc'fe  Malays,  or  Mullahs,  are  noticed  by  Siielgrave,  who,  on  his  vifit  at 
the  camp  of  Guadja  Trucio,  the  former  king  of  Dahomy,  obferved  two  of 
them,  and  was  informed  that  they  belonged  to  a far  inland  nation,  bordering 
on  the  Moors,  and,  together  with  thirty-tight  others  of  their  countrymen,  had 
been  taken  prifoners  at  difierent  times,  vyhilft  they  were  trading  from  one 
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Soon  after  I was  feated,  the  mufic,  which,  befides  trumpets,, 
flutes,  and  bells,  conflfled  principally  of  a multitude  of  drums, 
of  various  flzes,  began  to  play,  and  a numerous  crowd  danced 
to  this  rough  Harmony.  When  one  band  was  tired,  they  were 
relieved  by  another,  and  thefe  by  two  more.  After  fome  time, 
tables  were  fpread  with  abundance  of  good  vidluals,  at  one  of 
\vhich  I dined,  as  did  alfo  the  Mallays  at  another.  Adahoonzou, 
the  King’s  eldeft  fon,  and  heir  apparent,  who  knew  me  on  former 
viflts  here,  fquatted  down  behind  my  chair,  and  condefcended 
to  receive  a roafted  fowl,  and  fome  other  things,  which  I handed 
to  him  from  my  table.  But  the  King  never  eats  in  public  j it 
is  even  criminal  to  fuppofe  he  ever  eats  at  all ; or  that  he  is  fo 
much  like  other  mortals,  as  to  want  the  refrefliment  of  fleep. 
When  the  repail  was  over,  the  mufic  was  renewed  ; and  the 

King, 

country  to  another.  They  were  in  fa£t  itinerant  Arabs,  poffibly  mongrels,., 
expert  in  writing  Arabic,  and  in  the  art  of  dying  with  a variety  of  colours,, 
goat  and  flieep  fkins,  which  they  manufaclured  into  cartouch-boxes,  bags  for 
holding  gunpowder,  and  trappings  for  horfes.  By  thefe  valuable  talents  they 
had  fo  far  attracled  the  admiration  and  efteem  of  their  conqueror,  that  he  treatedb 
them  with  extraordinary  marks  of  favour.  The  title  of  Mullahs,  or  Mollahs, 
which  properly  belongs  to  an  order  of  Mahometan  priefts,  whofe  office  it  is  to 
fupervife  and  controul  the  Cadis,  may  poffibly  be  alTumed  to  give  themfelves  a 
greater  air  of  dignity  ; and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  under  the  unfufpe6led 
appearance  of  traders,  they  may  be  fecretly  employed  as  miffionaries,  to  make 
known  and  fpread  the  docfrines  of  the  Koran  among  thefe  interior  black, 
nations.  If  the  negroes  fhould  ever  be  difpofed  to  lay  afide  their  own  heredi~' 
nr>’  fupcrilitions,  it  is  hardly  a doubt  but  they  will  embrace  Mahometifm  iiv- 
prefeie.nce  to  any  other  religious  fyftem,  becaufe  it  allows  polygamy,  flatters 
their  preiudices  in  many  other  refpecls,  and  will  induce  a conformity  of  faith 
and  manners  with  their  northern  and  north-eaftern  neighbours..  But  as  yet,., 
thev  do  not  feem,  in  general,  inclined  to  adopt  a change.  The  remnant  of 
the  Whydahs,  who  had  efcaped  the  edge  of  Guadja  Trudo’s  fword,  were  abun- 
dantly diankfu!  to  him,  for  permitting  them  to  continue  in  the  enjoyment  oft 
t he  i r jnaki- v;orfdip . 
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King  advanced  into  the  parade,  followed  by  a guard  of  twenty- 
four  women,  armed  each  with  a blunderbufs,  where  he  danced 
for  fome  time,  to  convince  his  fubjedts  of  his  health  and  aclivity : 
to  their  inexpreffible  j*oy  And  fatisfadtion,  which  they  manifefted 
in  the  loudeft  acclamations.  He  then  teftified  his  approbation, 
of  the  performance  of  his  muficians,  by  rewarding  them  with 
eighty  ounces  ^ of  cowries,  which  were  brought  in  by  three 
hundred  and  twenty  of  his  wives,  each  carrying  a cabefs,  or  four 
thoufand  of  them,  in  a brafs  pan,  which  they  diflributed  to 
the  drummers,  who  departed,  highly  fatisfied  ; and  I alfo  took, 
my  leave,  and  withdrew. 

February  8.  On  my  arrival  this  morning  at  Gringomy- 
houfe,  I found  a vaft  concourfe  of  people  aifembled.  I was 
received  by  the  Mayhou,  who  conduded  me  into  a fpacious 
parade ; on  each  fide  of  the  entrance  were  three  human  heads, 
that  had  been  cut  off  the  night  before ; and  in  the  centre  was 
ereded  a lofty  tent,  or  large  umbrella,  fhaped  like  a fugar-loaf, 
about  fifty  feet  high,  and  forty  feet  wide;  it  was  open  below, 
and  refled  on  a circular  range  of  fmall  iron  rails,  through  which 
the  king  could  have  a view  of  what  paffed  in  the  parade.  He 
foon  made  his  appearance,  and  feated  himfelf,  amidfi;  thefhouts 
and  acclamations,  of  the  people  under  his  tent,  on  an  elegant 
armed  chair,  covered  with  crimfon  velvet,  and  ornamented  with 
c'ajrving  and  gilding.  I was  placed  under  the  fhade  of  a large 

umbrella. 


* An  ounce  here  means  an  ounce  value^  of  which  there  are  two  forts ; the 
ounce  of  gold,  v/orth  four  pounds  fterling;  and  the  ounce  trade,  of  only 
half  that  value,  which  is  the  quantity  alluded  to.  Now,  this  being  given  in 
cowries,  the  weight  of  each  ounce  is  about  forty-two  pounds  avoirdupoife,  and 
ihc  whole  quantity  about  a ton  and  ahalf  weight.  See  the  following  Table.  J.F. 
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umbrella,  the  Mallays  on  my  right,  and  on  my  left  about  thirty 
eunuchs,  with  each  a bright  iron  rod  in  his  hand,  and  drefied 
like  women.  After  the  mufic  had  played  about  half  an  hour, 
with  the  confufed  noife  of  which,  and  the  fhouts  and  fongs  of 
the  multitude,  I was  almoft  ftunned ; a droll  harlequin  en- 
tered, who  entertained  the  King  with  an  odd  fort  of  dance,  and 
fired  occafionally  a blunderbufs,  with  five  barrels,  which  gave 
the  King  fo  much  fatisfadlion,  that  he  fent  him  five  cabefs  of 
cowries,  or  fifty  fhillings.  ^ 

The  proceflion  then  began,  with  a guard  of  an  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  carrying  blunderbufies,  who  marched  out  two 
a-breall ; next,  fifteen  of  the  King’s  daughters,  fine  comely 
women,  in  the  prime  of  life,  attended  by  fifty  female  Haves  ; 
after  them  marched,  in  regular  order,  one  by  one,  feven  hun- 
dred and  thirty  of  his  wives,  bearing  provifions  and  liquors  for 
an  entertainment  in  the  market-place  ; thefe  were  followed  by 
a guard  of  ninety  women  under  arms,  with  drums  beating.  A 
table  was  then  laid,  and  I breakfafted,  whiift  the  proceflion 
continued.  Six  troops  advanced,  each  conflfting  of  feventy 

women,,. 


* A co.nplete  table  of  theDahoman  monies,  numbers,  and  weights,  collected- 
from  the  feveral  authors. 


* 

r.  d. 

lb. 

ozdenths. 

40  cowries 

I tocky,  or  firing 

No.  40 

value  0 

weight  0 

I 7 

5 tochys 

1 galhina 

200 

0 6 

0 

8 4 

5 gal  hi. -.as 

I ackey 

lOCO 

2 6 

2 

10  0. 

4 ackeys 

I cabefs 

4000 

10  0 

10 

8 0 

4 cabefs 

I ounce,  trade 

16000 

40  a 

42 

0 0. 

New  from  this  ounce,  weighing  on  experiment  about  451b.  troy,  or  42lb». 
avoirdupoife,  the  weights  in  the  laft  column  are  determined..  J.  F.. 
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women,  with  a diftinguiflied  favourite  walking  under  an  um- 
brella at  its  head.  She  who  led  the  van  was  held  by  the 
King  and  her  attendants  as  too  facred  to  be  feen ; fo  that  they 
fecured  her  effedlually  from  my  fight  with  the  umbrella,  and 
certain  long  targets  of  leather,  covered  with  red  and  blue 
taffeta,  with  which  they  encompaffed  her.  In  the  lad;  troop 
were  two  umbrellas,  and  four  favourites,  very  fine  women,  who 
were  faid  to  be  in  higher  efteem  with  the  King  than  any,  except 
the  lady  before  mentioned.  All  thefe  entertained  the  King  with 
their  fongs  and  dances  as  they  paffed  ; and  the  favourites  went 
into  the  tent  to  pay  their  refpedls,  and  received  confiderable 
prefents  of  cowries  from  him. 

The  women  were  fucceeded  by  ten  bands  of  his  younger 
children,  fifteen  in  each,  from  about  feven  to  fifteen  years  old, 
each  band  confifting  of  thofe  that  were  nearly  of  the  fame  age 
and  fize.  Seven  troops  of  fifty  women  each  followed  next,  each 
troop  preceded  by  two  Englifh  flags  : thefe,  like  the  former, 
amufed  his  Majefly  with  their  fongs  and  droll  dances.  Four 
of  them  particularly  engaged  my  attention  ; their  drefs  was  too 
extravagant  to  be  deferibedj  each  had  a long  tail  fixed  to  her 
rump,  which  feemed  to  be  a flip  of  leopard’s  fkin,  fewed  up 
and  fluffed,  which,  by  a dexterous  wriggle  of  her  hips,  fhe 
whirled  round  like  a fling,  with  furprifing  velocity  : thefe  like- 
wife  had  a fliare  of  their  mafler’s  bounty,  and  marched  off 
loaded  with  cowries.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  fifty  or  fixty 
women  employed  about  the  King’s  perfon,  going  on  meflTages, 
and  diflributing  prefents,  which  he  dealt  about  him  with  a 
liberal  hand. 


When 
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When  the  women  had  marched  out,  the  eunuchs  their 
fongs  in  the  King’s  praifej  enumerating  his  titles,  and  pro- 
claiming his  grandeur  and  adlions,  in  terms  of  the  mod  fuifomc 
adulation,  which  continued  until  the  women  had  made  the 
neccliary  preparations  for  him  in  the  market-place.  Then  the 
King  retired,  and  the  proceliion  began  in  the  following  order 
Firlf,  two  coaches,  drawn  by  twelve  men  each  ; next,  the  fedaa 
chair  j then  three  hammocks,  fcreened  from  the  fun  by  large 
fumptuous  umbrellas  of  gold  and  filver  tihlie,  and  covered  with 
canopies  of  the  fame  ; each  of  thefe  was  furrounded  by  a very 
ifrong  guard,  and  the  King  was  in  one  of  them,  but  whether  in. 
coach,  chair,  or  hammock,  would  have  been  prefumptuouSy 
even  criminal,  for  any  of  the  attendants  to  venture  to  guefs. 
My  hammock  followed,  and  then  five  other  hammocks,  be- 
longing to  the  great  officers  of  the  fiate,  accompanied  by  an. 
immenfe  crowd  of  attendants  and  fpedlators. 

We  then  proceeded  in  this  manner  to  Ajawhee  market,, 
diredtly  under  five  gibbets,  with  a man  hanging  on  each,  as 
defcribed  before,  who  had  been  murdered  in  the  preceding  night 
for  that  purpofe.  We  then  entered  a large  parade,  inclofed 
with  different  kinds  of  cloth,  extended  on  rails,  to  keep  off  the 
populace : adjoining  one  end  of  it  was  a higher  inclofure  of 
finer  cloth  for  the  King.  None  came  into  the  large  parade  but 
the  Tamegan,  Mahou,  Yavougah,  Agaow,  Jahou,  and  their 
attendants,  except  myfelf  and  fervants : and  here  I fat  down  to 
to  a dinner,  which  would  have  ferved  an  hundred  more.  Aftew 
I had  dined,  the  Tamegan  and  the  other  officers  attacked  the 
remainder;  and  the  crowd  without  were  fo  well  fupplied  with- 
victuals  and  brandy,  that  every  one  of  them  was  fully  fatisfied. 
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In  the  evening  I had  permiffion  to  viht  the  King ; and  having 
palled  half  an  hour  with  him,  returned  to  my  quarters,  fuffi- 
ciently  tired  with  the  noile  and  fatigue  of  the  day.  On  my 
way,  I palled  by  the  place  where  I had  feen  the  feven  men, 
and  the  like  number  of  horfes,  tied  two  days  before.  They 
w'ere  now  gone  ; and,  I was  told,  had  been  murdered  on  the  pre- 
ceding night : but  that  none  of  them  v^^ere  thofe  upon  the 
gibbet,  nor  thofe  whofe  heads  were  in  the  king’s  houfe. 

Nothing  material  occurred  on  the  three  enfuing  days, 
which  I employed  in  purchafing  fome  haves  and  ivory;  but  on 
the  12th  I was  fummoned  again  to  court,  to  attend  another 
fcdival.  Only  four  human  heads  were  placed  at  the  king’s 
door  upon  this  occafion.  The  dances  and  the  proceffion  were 
nearly  the  fame  as  before,  except  that  the  drehfes  and  ornaments 
of  the  women  were  much  more  haowy.  The  variety  and  abun- 
dance of  rich  filks,  filver  bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  coral, 
and  a profufion  of  other  valuable  beads,  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tion. Befides,  there  was  added  another  troop  of  forty  women, 
with  hlver  helmets;  and  there  was  a difplay  of  the  King’s 
furniture  and  trinkets ; moft  of  the  women  carrying  fomething 
or  other  of  his ; fome  of  them,  fine  fwords  ; others,  filver- 
mounted  guns ; above  a hundred  of  them  held  either  gold  or 
filver- headed  canes  in  their  hands ; and  that  none  might  be 
unprovided,  fome  cauried  candlefticks,  and  others  lamps,  perhaps 
fifty  at  lealt  of  each,  with  many  other  articles,  which  were  ail 
held  up  for  the  gaping  multitude  to  admire.  We  dined,  as 
before,  in  the  market-place  ; and  in  the  evening,  when  I went 
to  wait  on  the  King,  a female  dwarf  was  introduced  to  dance 
before  him;  in  which  file  acquitted  herfelfvery  well:  the 
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fccmcJ  to  be  about  thirty  years  old,  and  meafured  only  two  feet 
feven  inches  high;  was  without  any  deformity,  and  tolerably 
well  iliaped. 

During  this  day’s  amufomente,  we  were  vllited  by  an  Har-^ 
7nc.tian,  which,  if  defcribed  fcientifically,  would  furnhli  a 
curious  chapter  in  the  hiftory  of  winds.  Leaving  that  talk 
to  thofe  who  are  more  equal  to  it,  I lhall  only  endeavour  to 
give  feme  idea  of  its  mod  llriking  pbcsnonmia. 

On  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa  which  extends  from 
Cape  \"erd  to  Cape  Lopez,  there  are,  in  the  months  of  De- 
cember, January,  and  February,  frequent  returns  of  a wind,, 
from  the  north-eaff,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Har~ 

' matt du  wind.  It  probably  may  be  felt  further  to  the  fouth- 
ward  than  Cape  Lopez,  but  I cannot  fpeak  of  what  occurs  in 
countries  which  I have  not  vifited.  It  comes  on  indiferimi- 
nately  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  at  any  time  of  the  tide, 
or  at  any  period  of  the  moon’s  age,  and  continues  a day  or  two, 
fometimes  five  or  fix;  once  I knew  it  to  continue  a fortnight; 
and  there  are  generally  three  or  four  returns  of  it  every  feafon. 
It  never  rains  during  an  Harmattan ; but  it  fometimes  imme- 
diately fucceeds  a fiiower.  It  blows  with  moderate  force  ; not 
quite  fo  ftrong  as  the  fea-breeze,  which  in  the  fair  or  dry  feafoix 
fets  from  the  weft,  weit-fouth-wefi:,  and  fouth-wefc ; but 
fomething  fironger  than  the  land-wind,  which  blows  at  night 
from  thv,  north,  and  north-north- well. 

This  wind  is  always  accompanied  with  an  unufual  gloomi- 
nefs,  and  hazinefs  of  the  atmofphere.  Very  few  fiats  can  be 
ieem  threugh  the  fog;  and  the  fun,  concealed  the  greatefipart 
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of  the  day,  appears  only  for  a few  hours  about  noon,  and  then 
of  a mild  red,  exciting  no  painful  fenfation  in  the  eye.  No  dew 
is  perceived  daring  the  continuance  of  this  wind;  nor  is  there 
the  leaft  appearance  of  any  moifture  in  the  atmofphere.  Salt 
of  Tartar,  diffolved  in  water,  fo  as  to  run  upon  a tile,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  Harmattan,  even  in  the  night,  becomes  perfedly 
dry  again  in  a few  hours.  Vegetables  of  every  kind  fuffer  con- 
fiderably  from  it ; all  tender  plants,  and  feeds  juft  fprouting 
above  the  earth,  are  killed  by  it ; the  moft  liourifhing  ever- 
greens feel  its  baneful  influence  ; the  branches  of  the  lemon, 
orange,  and  lime  trees,  droop ; the  leaves  become  flaccid,  and 
wither,  and  their  fruits,  robbed  of  their  ufual  nourifliment, 
are  cramped  in  their  growth;  and  ripen,  or  rather  appear  yellow 
and  become  dry,  before  they  have  arrived  at  half  their  ufual 
fize.  Every  thing  appears  dull  and  faded.  The  grafs  withers, 
and  dries  like  hay ; of  which  circumftance  the  natives  avail 
themfelves,  to  burn  it  down  in  the  vicinity  of  the  roads ; as  well 
to  keep  them  open,  as  to  deftroy  the  fhelter  which  it  affords  to 
wild  beafts,  or  even  to  enemies  that  might  lurk  concealed  in 
it.  The  covers  of  books,  fhut  up  clofely  in  a trunk,  and  pro- 
tedted  by  lying  among  clothes,  bend  back  as  if  they  had  been 
expofed  to  a fire ; the  pannels  of  doors,  window-fliutters,  &c. 
fplit,  and  the  joints  of  a well-laid  floor,  of  feafoned  wood,  will 
gape  fo  wide,  that  one  may  lay  his  finger  in  them ; the  Tides 
and  decks  of  fliips  become  quite  open  and  leaky ; and  veneered 
work  flies  to  pieces,  from  the  contradlion  of  the  wood  in  dif- 
ferent diredtions : if  calks  containing  liquor,  as  wine,  or 
fpirits,  be  not  frequently  wetted  on  the  outfidc,  they  generally 
lofe  their  contents. 


The 
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The  air  becomes  confiderably  cooler  in  an  blarmattan  ; and 
the  thermometer  (Fahrenheit’s)  is  generally  ten  or  twelve  de- 
grees below  the  common  ftandard.  The  natives  complain 
much  of  the  fcverity  of  the  weather  on  thefe  occalions,  and 
clothe  themfelves  in  their  warmefl  apparel,  to  guard  againil  it; 
and  though  that  alteration  is  highly  grateful  to  the  Europeans 
refident  in  the  countr)',  yet  they  alfo  feel  many  inconveniencies,  in 
common  with  the  Blacks:  for  the  eyes,  noftrils,  lips,  and  palate, 
becoming  dilagreeably  dry  and  uneafy,  there  is  a necellity  and 
inclination  to  drink  often,  not  fo  much  to  quench  thirft,  as  to 
remove  a painful  aridity  in  the  fauces.  The  lips  and  nofe  be- 
come chapped  and  fore  ; and  though  the  air  is  cool,  there  is  a 
diiagreeable  fenfation  of  prickling  heat  upon  the  fkin,  as  it  had 
been  walhed  with  fpirits  of  hartflaorn  or  ftrong  lye.  If  this 
wind  continue  five  or  fix  days,  the  fcarf  fkin  generally  peels  off 
from  the  hands  and  face;  and  from  the  reft  of  the  body,  if  the 
Harmattan  continues  a few  days  longer.  Perfpiration  is  confi- 
derably  fupp relied  ; but  when  fweat  is  excited  by  exercife,  I 
have  found  it  peculiarly  acrid ; tailing  like  fpirits  of  hartshorn 
diluted  with  water. 

So  far  its  effedls  on  the  animal  and  vegetable  world  are  very 
difagreeable  ; but  it  is  alfo  produdtive  of  fome  good.  This 
ftate  of  the  air  is  extremely  conducive  to  health  ; it  contributes 
furprifingly  to  the  cure  of  old  ulcers  and  cutaneous  eruptions ; 
perfons  labouring  under  fluxes  and  intermitting  fevers,  generally 
recover  in  an  Harmattan  ; and  they  who  have  been  weakened 
and  relaxed  by  fevers,  and  finking  under  evacuations  for  the  cure 
of  them,  particularly  bleeding,  which  is  often  injudicioufly 
repeated,  have  their  lives  faved,  in  fpite  of  the  dodlor.  It 
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flops  the  progrefs  of  epidemic  dlfeafes ; the  fmall-pox,  fluxes-, 
and  remittent  fevers  not  only  dflkppear,  but  they  who  are  la- 
bouring under  thefe  diforders  when  an  Harmattan  comes  on,  are 
almolt  fure  of  a fpeedy  recovery.  Infedtion  is  not  then  eaflly 
communicated.  In  the  year  1770,  I had  above  three  hundred 
Haves  on  board  a fliip  in  Whydah  Road,  when  the  fmall-pox 
appeared  among  them  : the  greater  part  of  thefe  were  inocu- 
lated before  an  Harmatan  came  on  ; and  about  feventy  of  them 
underwent  that  operation  a few  days  after  it  fet  in.  The  for- 
mer got  very  well  through  the  diforder  j none  of  the  latter  had 
cither  any  ficknefs  or  eruption.  We  thought  we  had  got 
clear  of  the  diforder ; but  in  a very  few  weeks  it  began  to  appear 
among  thefe  feventy;  about  fifty  of  them  were  inoculated  the 
JecondtxmCy  the  others  had  it  in  the  natural  way.  An  Har- 
mattan came  on,  and  they  all  recoveied,  except  one  girl,  who 
had  a malignant  ulcer  on  the  inoculated  fpot,  and  died  fome 
time  afterwards  of  a locked  jaw.  Thefe  falutary  effedts  may 
probably  be  not  univerfal ; efpecially  where  the  Harmattan  may 
come  laden  with  the  noifome  effluvia  of  a putrid  fwamp,  which 
is  not  the  cafe  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

I am  forry  to  be  obliged  to  diffent  from  fuch  refpedlable  au- 
thority as  that  of  Dr.  Lind,  to  whofe  labours  we  are  fo  much 
indebted,  for  his  valuable  diredlions  for  prefcrving  the  health 
of  feamen.  I prefume  his  account  of  the  Harmattan  is  derived 
from  information,  and  not  from  his  own  obfervations,  which 
are  univerfally  fo  juft.  Had  he  experienced  it  in  perfon,  he 
could  not  have  called  it  “ fatal  and  malignant and  that  its 
“ noxious  vapour  v/as  deftrudive  to  Blacks  Tis  well  2^%  Whites -d* 

or  that  the  mortality  which  it  occafioried  was  in  proportion 
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to  the  denfity  and  duration  of  the  fog.”  He  feeaas  to  con- 
found the  lalubrity  of  the  Harmattan,  with  thole  baneful  effects 
to  the  conllitution,  that  follow  the  commencement  of  the 
periodical  rains  in  April  and  May. 

Thefe  rains  are  ulhered  in  by  hard  gufts  of  wind,  from  the 
north-eaif,  and  ead-north-eall;,  called  TcrnadoeSy  from  a cor- 
ruption of  the  Portuguefe  word  Trovady,  a thunder- florin, 
which  occur  ufually  on  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  about 
the  latter  end  of  March,  and  in  the  months  before  mentioned. 
They  are  accompanied  by  fevcre  thunder  and  lightning,  and  a 
very  heavy  fliower  of  two  or  three  hours  continuance;  which 
foftens  the  furface  of  the  earth,  that  had  been  parched  up  by 
the  preceding  Harmattans,  and  a fucceflion  of  fix  or  eight 
months  dry  weather  in  that  burning  climate  ; and  gives  an 
opportunity  for  the  colledted,  llagnating,  and  putrid  vapours, 
conf.ned  under  its  arid  furface,  to  rife  and  efcape.  Thefe,  vola- 
tilifed  by  the  folar  rays,  which  beam  forth  with  redoubled  heat, 
when  the  tornado  is  over,  llrike  the  noilrils  with  the  mod;  ofFen- 
five  flench  imaginable,  and  occafion  many  bilious  vomitings, 
tluxes,  remittent  and  putrid  fevers  of  the  word  kind.  Befides 
thefe,  which  are  annual,  there  fee  ms  to  be  a colledlion  of  pefli- 
ferous  vapours,  which  remains  imprifoned  for  a longer  period, 
and  does  not  emerge  above  the  furface  oftener  than  once  in  five, 
fix,  or  feven  years.  The  periods  which  I recollect  to  have  been 
mod  fatal,  were  in  1755,  or  1756,  when  Governor  Melville, 
and  mod  of  the  gentlemen  and  garrifon  of  Cape  Goad,  died; 
and  in  1763,  and  1769.^  The  mortality  in  fome  of  thefe 
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years,  for  they  were  not  all  equally  fatal  to  the  European  fet- 
tlers,  was  fo  great,  that,  as  Dr.  Lind  fays,  “ The  living  were 
fcarce  fufficient  to  remove  and  bury  the  dead.” 

The  fog  which  accompanies  the  Harmattan,  h occafioned  by 
an  infinite  number  of  fmall  particles,  floating  in  the  air.  They 
are  fo  minute  as  to  elcape  the  touch,  and  elude  every  invefliga- 
tion  that  I could  devife.  I could  not  fucceed  in  attempting  to 
examine  them  by  tlae  microfcope ; though  a part  of  them  are 
depofited  upon  the  grafs,  leaves  of  trees,  and  even  upon  the 
ficin  of  the  Negroes,  which  they  make  to  appear  whitifli,  or 
rather  greyifh.  Thefe  particles  do  not  fly  far  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea;  the  fog  is  not  fo  thick  on  board  the  fhips  in 
Whydah  road,  at  two  or  three  miles  diftance  from  the  fhore,  as 
it  is  on  the  beach  : and  in  proportion  to  the  diftance  from  the 
fhore,  the  fog  decreafes.  At  four  or  five  leagues  diftance  from 
it,  the  fog  is  entirely  lofl,  though  the  wind  is  felt  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  off. 

Upon  a careful  inquiry  concerning  the  face  of  the  country,  I 
learn,  that  except  a few  rivers,  and  fome  fwamps  and  lakes  of 
no  confiderable  extent,  the  country  behind  Whydah,  for  four 
hundred  miles  back,  is  covered  with  verdure,  open  plains  of 
grafs,  with  fome  clumps  of  trees,  and  fonie  woods  or  forefls.  It 
rifes  with  a gentle  and  gradual  afeent,  for  about  an  hundred  and 
fif  ty  miles  from  the  fea,  before  there  is  the  appearance  of  a hill ; 
and  behind  thofe  hills  I do  not  hear  of  any  remarkable  ranges 
of  mountains.  The  furface  is  generally  a loofe,  fandy  foil  j 
below  that,  a ricli  reddifh  earth ; and  not  a ftone  to  be  found  in 
it,  of  the  fize  of  a walnut,  I hear  of  no  barren  tracks  of  arid 
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fand,  from  whence  thofe  particles  are  likely  to  be  detached  by 
the  Harmattan.  Dr.  Lind  writes,  that  the  Harmattan  is  faid 
“ to  arife  from  the  conflux  of  feveral  rivers  about  Benin  j”  but 
here,  at  Abomey,  I felt  it  blowing  from  the  north-eaft,  flronger 
than  I ufually  have  elfewhere  : and  Benin  bore  from  me  fouth- 
eafl: ; therefore  the  Harmattan  was  not  likely  to  originate  there. 
On  the  Gold  Coaft,  it  generally  blows  from  the  north-eaft  j at 
the  Ifles  de  Los,  a little  to  the  northward  of  Sierra  Leone,  from 
the  eaft-fouth-eaft  ; and  at  the  river  Gabon,  near  Cape  Lopez, 
from  the  north-north-eaft.  The  interfedlion  of  thefe  points, 
or  (v.’hat  I would  prefer)  an  eaft  line  drawn  from  Cape  Verd, 
cut  by  a north-eafl  one  from  the  centre  of  the  Gold  Coafl,  and 
a north  line  from  Cape  Lopez,  would,  I think,  point  out  a 
probable  fource  for  this  extraordinary  wdnd ; but  this  is  mere 
conjecture  of  my  own. 

As  the  bufinefs  which  brought  me  to  Abomey,  and  which 
refpedted  abufes  pradifed  by  the  carriers  of  goods  i who,  in 
bringing  them  from  the  beach  to  the  fadories  in  Grigwhee, 
pilfered  coniiderable  quantities  of  them ; was  in  fome  meafure 
efteded,  by  the  King’s  promiflng  that  he  Ihould  take  proper 
raeafures  to  prevent  the  like  in  future  j I was  now  defirous  to 
return  j and  acquainting  the  King  with  my  intention  to  do  fo, 
as  foon  as  the  Harmattan  flaould  ceafe,  took  my  leave  of  him. 
This  wind  continued  blowing  frelh  for  two  days  longer,  which 
detained  me,  as  the  weather  was  too  difagreeable  for  travelling. 
In  the  interim.,  a part  of  Dah'oiny-houfe  took  fire,  which  greatly 
endangered  the  whole  of  it.  As  foon  as  the  hurry  occalioned 
by  it  was  over,  I was  induced  to  wait  again  upon  the  King,  on 
this  occaficn,  as  a mark  of  refped.  I obferved,  as  I expeded, 
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much  confulioii  and  diforder  in  the  houfe  ; fcveral  heads  had 
been  cut  off,  and  lay  fcattered  about,  to  the  number  of  twenty 
at  leaft ; and  I found  the  King  much  irritated  againft  his  wo- 
men, who  were  acculing  each  other  of  careleffhefs,  and  each 
endeavouring  to  remove  the  blame  of  it  from  herfelf.  It  pro- 
bably was  not  eafy  to  afcertain  how  the  accident  happened ; 
however,  the  King,  finding  the  inveftigation  difficult,  and  his 
difpleafure  being  perhaps  fomewhat  appealed  by  the  lives  v/hicli 
he  had  taken  away  in  the  firfl  irnpulfe  of  his  anger,  he  fettled 
the  bufinefs,  by  feledting  nmeteen  of  them,  whofe  refidence  was 
in  the  quarter  wdiere  the  fire  broke  out,  and  fold  them  to  me 
for  fiaves.  On  the  third  day,  the  Harmattan  ceafed,  and  I pre- 
pared for  my  departure  j previous  to  which,  the  King  fent  me 
a fat  ffiecp,  an  anker  of  brandy,  and  five  cabefs  of  cowries,  to- 
wards defraying  my  expences  on  the  road;  and  a further  prefent. 
of  a fine  ftriped  cotton  cloth,  and  ahandfome  female  Have. 

I ffiould  have  fet  off  on  my  return  to  Whydah  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  i6th  of  February,  which  was  the  laff  day  of  the 
Ajinual  Cujiomsy  on  which  the  King  diftributes  a profufion  of 
prefents  among  his  people;  but  I was  prevailed  upon  to  remain 
till  evening,  at  the  requefi:  of  my  attendants,  who  hoped  to  pick 
upfomething  in  the  fcramblc  of  the  day.  On  thisoccafion,  a 
large  ftage  is  ereded  near  one  of  the  palace  gates,  adorned  with 
flags  and  umbrellas,  and  furrounded  with  a fence  of  thorns,  to 
keep  off  the  rabble.  On  this  are  piled  heaps  of  Silefias,  checks, 
callicoes,  and  a variety  of  other  European  and  Indian  goods, 
with  a great  many  fine  cotton  clothes  that  are  manufadured  in 
the  Eyeo  country,  and  a prodigious  quantity  of  cowries.  When 
all  is  ready,  the  King  comes  upon  the  fiage,  accompanied  by  any 
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'of  the  governors,  or  captains  of  iliips  that  may  be  there,  and 
attended  by  the  Tamegan,  Mayhou,  and  a few  others  of  his 
head  men,  to  each  of  which  he  gives,  according  to  their  rank, 
the  choice  of  an  Eyeo  cloth,  and  a ftring  of  coral  beads.  His 
fubordinate  officers  are  then  called  over  from  among  the  crowd 
below,  and  receive  each  a piece  of  cloth,  and  fome  cowries,  as 
a mark  of  their  mafler’s  approbation  and  regard.  The  King 
then  throws  a bunch  of  cowries  with  his  own  hands  among  the 
crowd  i on  which  his  women  begin  to  fling  the  remainder  of 
the  goods  indifcriminately  among  the  multitude : the  white  men, 
if  they  pleafe,  and  the  Tamegan  and  his  companions,  affifting. 
And  finally,  as  fome  cruelty  muft  accompany  all  their  exhibi- 
tions, a man  tied  neck  and  heels,  an  alligatorj^muzzled,  and  a 
couple  of  pigeons,  with  their  wings  clipped,  are  thrown  off 
the  fiage  among  the  crowd,  where  a confufion,  greater,  if  pof- 
iible,  than  what  has  preceded,  enfues,  in  fcrambling  for  the 
heads  of  each,  to  the  great  amufemert  of  the  King.  Whoever 
are  lucky  enough  to  carry  off  the  prizes,  which  confifl:  of  the 
heads  of  the  vidlims,  are  each  rewarded  with  a handfome  pre- 
fent.  This  is  the  lall  human  facrifice  at  the  Cuftoms,  and  is  a 
part  of  the  ceremony  which  the  Whites  feldom.  flay  to  fee  per- 
formed; but,  if  report  may  be  credited,  the  carcafe  of  the  hu- 
man vidlim  is  almoft  wholly  devoured,  as  all  the  mob  below 
will  have  a tafte  of  it. 

I reached  Agj-imee,  on  the  borders  of  the  wood,  that  night ; 
and,  after  a few  hours  refl,  rofe  before  day,  to  get  through  this 
fatiguing  part  of  the  journey,  before  the  heat  of  the  morning, 
net  halting  until  I got  to  my  old  friend,  Jabrakou,  at  Whybow^ 
with  w’hom  I fpent  that  day,  and  a great  part  of  the  next ; but 
U 2 could 
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could  not  ftay  to  accompany  him  at  a great  buffalo  hunt,  for 
which  he  was  preparing.  I arrived  at  Ardra  on  the  evening  of 
the  17th  of  February,  where  an  occurrence  happened,  that 
might  have  terminated  worfe  for  us  than  it  did.  I had  my 
hammock  flung  in  the  white  men’s  apartment,  adjoining  to  the 
Mayhou’s  houfe ; and  the  weather  being  very  warm,  the  ham- 
mock-men, porters,  &c.  chofe  to  fpread  their  mats,  and  lie  in 
the  piazza,  and  in  the  little  court  before  it,  in  the  open  air. 
When  we  were  all  afleep,  except  the  captain  of  the  gang,  who, 
after  having  taken  a napo  was  regaling  himfelf  with  a pipe,  a 
leopard  leaped  over  the  wall,  walked  over  thofe  who  were  deep- 
ing in  the  court,  and,  without  hurting  them,  feized  upon  the 
fat  fheep  which  the  King  had  given  me,  that  was  tied  in  a 
corner  of  the  yard,  and  carried  it  off  with  him  in  an  inflant, 
over  a wall  eight  feet  high,  before  the  man  who  faw  him  had 
time  to  get  a fhot  at  him. 

The  next  day,  February  18,  1772,  I returned  fafe  to  my 
fadtory  j and  here  my  narrative  fhould  conclude  but  that  I am 
tempted  to  add  a few  circumftances  that  occurred  in  a fubfe- 
quent  journey  to  Dahomy.  I had  occafion  tovifit  Abomey  again 
in  December  1773.  The  King  was  then  infirm,  and  finking 
under  years,  as  well  as  difeafe ; he  was  confined  to  his  chamber, 
but  defiring  to  fee  me,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  infpedting 
his  private  apartment.  It  v/as  a neat  detached  room  for  fleeping 
in  ; feparated  from  the  court,  in  which  it  flood,  by  a wall  about 
breafl-high,  the  top  of  which  was  fluck  full  of  human  lower 
jaw-bones.  The  little  area  within  it  was  paved  with  fkulls  5 
which  I underflood  were  thofe  of  neighbouring  kings  and  other 
'perfons  of  eminence  and  diflindlion,  whom  having  taken  pri- 
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in  the  courfe  of  his  wars,  he  had  placed  there,  that  he  might 
literally  enjoy  the  favage  gratification  of  trampling  on  the  heads 
of  his  enemies.  He  did  not  long  lurvive  this  interview>  but 
lingered  on  to  the  17th  of  May,  1774,  when  he  died,  aged  near 
feventy  years,  of  which  he  had  reigned  about  forty ; and  was 
iucceeded  by  his  fon  Adahoonzou.* 


* In  1766,  when  I was  at  the  court  of  Ahadee,  he  appeared  to  me  to  be 
about  feventy.  His  perfon  was  rather  tall : he  was  graceful  in  his  manners,  andi 
uery  polite  to  Grangers,  though  the  dread  and  terror  of  his  own  fubjeds.  A.  D*. 
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AHADEE’s  SON  and  SUCCESSOR. 


CHAP.  I. 

Confiifion  on  the  Kings  death — Adahoonzou  chofen  King-Takes 
arms  againji  Abavou — Defeats  him— Devotes  his  followers  to 
death, 

A Horrid  fcene  commences  in  the  palace  the  moment  the 
King  expires.  The  wives  of  the  deceafed  begin,  with  breaking 
and  deftroying  the  furniture  of  the  houfe,  the  gold  and  hlver 

.ornaments 


HISTORY  OF  D A II  0 M Y. 


i5r 


cmr.ments  and  utenHIs,  the  coral,  and  in  fhort,  every  thing  of 
valae  that  belonged  either  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  late  King, 
and  then  murder  one  another.^  This  deftruftion  continues 
till  the  Tamegan  and  Mayhou  have  announced  the  fucceflor, 
and  he  has  taken  poli'eilion  of  the  palace;  which  he  does  with 
all  CApedition,  to  ilop  the  hand  of  defolation,  which  ceafes  the 
iiiftanc  the  new  King  is  declared. 

Adahoonzou  11.  upon  being  nominated  King,  haftened 
with  his  retinue  to  the  palace  gate,  which  he  broke  down, 
and  taking  poireilion  of  it,  put  a flop  to  the  carnage; 
but  before  he  could  accomplifli  this,  a great  part  of  the  fur- 
niture, &c.  had  been  deftroyed,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
hve  of  the  women  murdered.  The  fedan-chair,  however,. 

remained 

* B fman^  an  author  of  eftabliflied  credit,  fpeaking  of  the  cufloms  at  Whydah, 
prior  to  its  conqueifs,  relates,  that,  “ upon  the  death  of  the  King  of  that 
“ country,  and  as  foon  as  it  was  publickly  known,  every  perfon  fell  to  flealing. 
“ as  much  as  he  could  of  his  neighbour’s  goods,  without  being  liable  to  any 
“ puniihment.  This  feene  of  rapine  and  confufion  continued  till  a new  king 
“ was  confirmed  on  the  throne;  who,  by  public  proclamation,  forbad  it,  and 
“ was  inftantly  and  flr.ctly  obeyed.”  He  adds,  “ that  the  fuccefiion  to  the 
“ crown  feemed  to  depend  on  the  great  officers,  and  their  adherents;  fo  that 
“ the  vounger  brother  was  frequently  elevated  to  that  rank,  in  exclufion  of  the 
“ elded.”  The  temporary  anarchy  and  tumult  ufual  in  thefe  countries,  when- 
ever the  throne  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  ilie  fovereign,  may  poffibly  have 
originated  I have  already  hinted  in  a preceding  note),  in  a defign  either  to 
accelerate  the  choice  of  a fuccelTor,  in  order,  by  that  means,  to  prevent  a civil 
war;  or,  to  confirm  the  popular  attachment  to  a worrarr/j/cfl/  form  of  government, 
by  diTguding  them  with  the  turbulence  and  licentioufnefs  incident  to  a democracy. 
But  tiiis  is  merely  matter  of  conjecture;  and,  after  all,  might  be  no  more,, 
than  would  probably  happen,  upon  fetting  any  other  Haves  loofe  for  a vvhiler 
from  the  awe  of  a controuling  and  dsfipotic  power,  and  daring  its  fufpenfion.- 
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remained  entire,  and  Ahadee  was  interred  in  it,  accompanied, 
it  is  faid,  by  lix  of  his  wives,  who  were  buried  alive  wdth  him  j 
all  thofe  who  had  been  killed  in  the  affray  being  put  into  the 
fame  grave. 

The  new  King  inherited  his  father’s  propenfity  for  war,  and 
an  opportunity  foon  offered  for  gratifying  this  paffion.  In 
the  autumn  of  1774,  the  King  of  the  exiled  Whydahs,  who 
•had  fled  from  their  country  on  the  Dahoman  conquefl,  died. 
Thefe  people  occupy  a fmall  fwampy  territory,  between  Why^ 
dah  and  Popo  ; and  live  in  amity  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
latter,  who  affifl  them  in  their  incurfions  and  depredations  on 
the  former.  The  Dahomans  never  fail  to  take  fome  advantage 
of  any  diffenfions  that  happen  among  thefe  people ; and  one 
now  occurred  on  the  death  of  their  King.  For  there  were  two 
competitors  for  the  government,  Abavoiiy  or  the  Swamp-Dogy 
fon  to  him  who  killed  his  own  brother  at  Xavier,  and  ate  his 
heart,  as  related  in  Ahadee  ^ Mefnoirs ; and  another,  who  was 
equally  related  to  the  deceafed,  named  Epee,  or  tlie  Monkey. 
The  former,  who  had  the  mod  numerous  adherents,  drove  his 
rival  out  of  the  country.  Adahoonzou  determined  to  fupport 
Eyee’s  pretenfions,  without  being  at  the  trouble  of  enquiring 
into  the  merits  of  them,  and  fent  an  army  to  his  afliihnce. 
Abavou  and  his  party  were  obliged  to  fly  in  their  turn.  The 
Dahomans  drove  them  off  the  main  land  in  the  firfl:  campaign, 
and  compelled  them  to  take  refuge  on  an  ifland  called  Foudou- 
■Cong,  or  Feteejh-JJland,  which  is  in  a lagoon,  or  broad  expanfe  of 
water,  formed  by  a river  in  that  country.  There  they  remained 
inacccffible  during  the  periodical  rains,  becaufe  the  Dahomans 
Jaad  no  canoes,  and  indeed  knew  nothing  of  the  management  of 

them  •, 
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them  j but  as  foon  as  the  waters  fubfided,  they  began  an 
arduous  undertaking.  The  army  was  reinforced  with  a prodi- 
gious number  of  men  ; they  cut  down  the  trees  on  each  fide  of 
the  lagoon,  of  which  they  made  piles,  and  carried  on  a bridge, 
or  caufeway,  on  both  fides,  diredlly  to  the  ifland ; and  after 
a bloody  conflidl,  in  which  many  lives  were  loft,  they 
carried  it. 

Abavou  and  his  party  retreated  upon  the  lagoon,  in  about 
eight  hundred  canoes,  which  they  had  with  them  i but  their 
efcape  was  prevented  by  the  Dahomans,  who  had  previoufly 
piled  the  river  acrofs,  a few  miles  below,  where  it  was  narrow, 
and  kept  polfefiion  of  both  dacres.  The  Whydahs  remained 
in  this  diftrelTing  fituation  for  fome  months,  without  any  other 
fubliftence  than  what  they  derived  from  the  ftfti  in  the  river  ^ 
or  by  landing  cccalionally  in  force,  and  beating  up  the  quarters 
of  feme  of  the  Dahomans,  where  they  fometimes  found  a fmall 
fupply  of  provilions. 

At  laft,  Abavou,  feeing  his  people  worn  out  with  famine  and 
fatigue,  and  no  profpedl  of  extricating  them  from  their  diffi- 
culties, refolved  to  lurrender  himfelf.  He  thanked  his  fol- 
lowers for  their  fervices,  and  told  them,  that  the  only  return  he 
could  now  make  for  their  attachment  and  fidelity,  was  to  deliver 
himfelf  up,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  Adahoonzou  to  accept 
his  lite,  as  a peace-ofiering  tor  their  fafety.  With  this  deter- 
mination he  came  on  ffiore,  and  was  fent  by  the  Dahoman  ge- 
neral to  the  King,  who  ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off.  His 
adherents  fubmitted  themfelves  prifoners  at  diferetion. 
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Although  this  tranfaftion  pafled  within  a few  miles  of  Why- 
dah,  and  we  could  not  fail  of  knowing  every  ftage  of  it : for  in 
facS:  there  w^as  nothing  elfe  to  attend  to,  as  trade  is  entirely  fuf- 
pended the  canntry  is  at  war^  yet  Adahoonzou,  to  gratify  his 
own  vanity,  fent  his  half-heads  to  announce  his  vidory  to  the 
governors  of  the  forts  there  j and  fignified  his  wifh,  that  they 
fliould  teftify  their  joy  at  the  event ; which  was  complied  with, 
a royal  falute  being  fired  at  each  of  the  forts,  and  by  every  fliip 
in  the  road. 

Soon  after  this,  he  thought  fit  to  fend  a melTenger  to  acquaint 
me,  that  he  wifhed  to  fee  me ; and  I waited  on  him  towards  the 
end  of  December  1775.  At  our  firft  interview,  he  alked  me, 
if  I had  ever  feen  Abavou  ? On  my  replying  that  I had  not, 
he  added,  **  Then  you  (hall  now.”  I knew  Abavou  had  been 
dead  a month  at  lead,  and  had  no  curiofity  to  fee  his  remains ; 
but  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  oppofe  the  King’s  intention. 
Some  women,  to  whom  he  gave  diredlions  about  it,  foon  re- 
turned from  an  inner  apartment  of  the  palace,  carrying  a wide, 
fh'kllow,  brafs  vefiel,  that  contained  a large  bundle,  much  bigger 
than  a bee-hive,  which  was  ornamented  with  two  fmall  filk 
(lags,  each  about  the  fize  of  a handkerchief.  This  bundle  was 
compofed  of  various  folds  of  cloth,  the  uppermoft  of  cotton  ; 
within  them  were  feveral  filk  wrappers,  which  being  removed, 
Abavou’s  head  made  its  appearance,  lying  in  a china  bafon.  It 
was  in  perfedt  prelervation,  as  dry  as  an  Egyptian  mummy,  and 
the  hair  fmartly  dreffed.  That  is  the  fellow,”  faid  the 
King,  “ who  gave  me  fo  much  trouble.”  I replied,  “ You 
" feem  to  take  care  of  him,  now  you  have  him.”  Yes,” 
{aid  he,  “ I am  a warrior  myfelf  j and  if  I (liould  fall  into  the 

enemies 
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**  enemies  hands,  could  wilh  to  be  treated  with  that  decency,  of 
which  1 fet  the  example.” 

He  ordered  a great  number  of  the  prifoners,  who  had  furren- 
dered  on  the  late  occafion,  to  be  fhewn  to  me.  I declined 
purchahng  any  of  them,  as  they  were  much  emaciated,  and 
appeared  to  be  fickly.  “ Since  that  is  the  cafe,”  faid  he,  I 
“ lhall  put  them  to  death.”  I endeavoured  to  diffuade  him 
from  that  refolution,  and  recommended  that  he  would  make 
them  boilers  of  fait,  as  they  came  from  the  country  which  fup- 
plied  them  with  that  article,  or  to  employ  them  in  fome  other 
way.  He  faid,  “ it  would  be  fetting  a bad  example,  and  keep- 
ing  people  in  the  country,  who  might  hold  feditious  language  ; 
“ that /j/j-  was  a peculiar  government,  and  that  thefe  Grangers 
might  prejudice  his  people  againft  it,  and  infed  them  with 
“ fentimenis  incompatible  with  it.”  I really  cannot  fay  what 
was  at  laft  the  fate  of  thefe  poor  people  ; I know  they  were  not 
kept  for  f.lt  boilers,  and  doubt  not  fome  of  them  were  purchafed 
afterwards,  when  their  health  and  flrength  were  recruited,  for 
Haves  for  the  Weft- Indies  ^ but  thofe  who  did  not  find  pur- 
chafers  would  undoubtedly  be  put  to  death ; and  the  Annual 
Cuftoms,  which  were  then  at  hand,  would  produce  a demand 
for  two  or  three  hundred  of  them,  to  “ water  with  their  blood 
“ the  graves  of  Adahoonzou’s  anceftors.” 

far  n'e  ere  hi  debt  ed  to  the  pains  of  Mr.  Norris  : the 
continuation  is  collected  from  the  communications  of  Mr.  Lionel 
Abfon,  ’■echofe  intelligence,  and  long  refidence  on  the  fpot,  have 
given  him  uncommon  opportunities  of  collecling  whatever  was 
worthy  attention.  A.  D. 
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CHAP.  II. 


The  King's  furnames — Bravery  of  the  King  of  Eyeo — Annual 
Cufoms  at  Dahomy — Kif grace  of  the  Yavougah — The 
Agaow  defeated  by  the  Sarrachees — Death  of  the  Sawgan. 


1774-  T HE  fame  enterprifing  and  barbarous  fpirit,  the 
fame  reftlefs  and  favage  ambition  which  had  charadterized  the 
long  reign  of  Boifa  Ahadee,  were  inherited  by  Adahoonzou  II. 
his  fon  and  fucceffor.  This  prince,  as  hath  already  been  related, 
haftened  to  feat  himfelf  on  the  ftool  of  his  deceafed  father,  and 
thus  put  a flop  to  the  horrid  carnage  which  never  fails  to  defo- 
la'ie  the  palace,  on  the  demife  of  the  monarch. 

Auyaw-foo,  or  the  Male*  Oyfier^  was  the  favourite  name 
which  he  affumed  on  his  acceffion  to  the  government;  and  this 
necondantly  made  ufe  of  when  fwearing  by,  or  fpeaking of  him- 
felf : but  he  was  honoured  with  another  title  by  the  King  of 
Eyeo,  upon  a very  memorable  occafion. 

About  the  time  of  Adahoonzou’s  accceffion,  the  mlniftcrs  of 
the  King  of  Eyeo,  being  tired  of  his  government,  had  attempted, 
as  had  been  their  ufual  pradtice,  to  depofe  their  monarch  in  the 
manner  which  has  been  mentioned  in  the  third  chapter  of  Part 
Firft.  But  this  Prince  had  the  good  fenfe  to  defpife,  and 

the 
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the  fortitude  to  relift,  fuch  a ridiculous  cuftom.  He,  there- 
fore, peremptorily  refufed  the  parrot’s  eggs,  which  had  been 
oftered  for  his  acceptance:  telling  his  minifters  that  he  had  as  yet 
no  inclination  to  take  a nap,  but  that  he  was  refolved  to  watch 
for  the  benefit  of  his  people. 

The  minifters  were  extremely  difappointed  and  aftonlilied  at 
this  unexpeded  contempt  of  a political  cuftom,  the  abolition  of 
which  muft  deftroy  their  power  : they  endeavoured,  therefore, 
to  efied  by  force,  what  they  could  not  accomplilh  by  this  ftale 
trick.  Ochenoo,  the  prime  minifter,  put  hirnlelf  at  the  head  of 
the  rebel  party,  which,  though  formidable,  was  foon  defeated 
by  the  adherents  of  the  Sovereign,  with  great  daughter.  Ochenoo 
himfelf,  with  all  his  numerous  family,  were  put  to  death  by  the 
vidors;  who  did  not  even  fparethe  pregnant  women,  but  ripped 
open  their  bellies,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  immature  fruit  of  their 
womb.  Thus,  by  his  fpirited  condud,  the  King  of  Eyeo 
emancipated  himfelf  from  the  tyranny  of  his  minifters,  and 
eftablillied  a remarkable  precedent  to  dired  his  fucceflbrs  on 
fimilar  occafions. 

Upon  the  re-eftablifhment  of  his  authority,  after  this  event,,. 
Adahoonzou  fent  an  embafiy  of  congratulation  to  the  King  of 
Eyeo,  who  bellowed  upon  him  the  following  proverbial  fur- 
name  : Tee  ma  fa  hoo  beate  cofru  gloh  j an  elephant  cannot  Jhelter 
himfelf  under  the  fwijh-pots : * intimating,  it  Ihould  feem,  that 

it 

* Swifli  is  the  mud  or  clay  of  which  their  houfes,  See.  are  built.  Swilh-^ 
pots  are  broad,  lhallow  balkets  of  wicker-work,  which,  covered  with  thin  clay 

and- 
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it  was  as  difficult  to  conceal  theaccompliffimentsof  Adahoonzou, 
as  to  hide  an  elephant  in  fo  fmall  a fpace.  This  appellation 
was  proclaimed,  for  two  months,  in  all  the  market-places  of 
Dahomy,  and  in  the  different  adjacent  friendly  towns. 

The  firft  expedition  which  was  undertaken  by  this  Dahoman 
Prince  has  been  already  recorded,  after  the  clofe  of  the  Journey  to 
the  Court  of  Ahadee^  where  it  was  obferved,  that  a confiderable 
number  of  the  prifoners,  who  had  fallen  into  Adahoonzou’s 
hands,  would  probably  be  referved  for  the  annual  cufomst  in 
order  to  water  the  graves  of  his  ancefors.  This,  in  fad;,  was 
the  cafej  for  Ai-yaw-foo  took  care  to  celebrate  this  anniver- 
fary,  by  facrificing  fome  hundreds  of  the  devoted  vidims  at  the 
flirine  of  his  progenitors. 

1775.  The  folemnization  of  this  inhuman  feftival  was  farther 
marked  by  the  unmerited  difgrace  and  deftrudion  of  the  Yavou- 
gah,  or  viceroy  of  Why dah,  a moft  deferving  officer,  who  had  long 
conduded  himfelf,  in  a very  tickliffi  poft,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Europeans,  as  well  as  the  natives.  The  King,  it  is  true, 
unfeeling  as  he  was,  afterwards  repented  of  the  rafli  condud  that 
had  deprived  him  of  fuch  a valuable  fubjed,  and  profeffed  the 
moft  fincere  contrition,  for  having  too  eafily  liftened  to  the  vice- 
roy’s bafe  accufers,  the  Cokee  and  the  Fooey,  two  fubordinate 
officers. 

Thefe 


and  burning  charcoal  put  under  them,  are  ufed  to  deftroy  ants,  and  other  ver- 
min. They  rife  but  a few  inches  above  the  ground,  and  therefore  cannot  afford 
/belter  to  an  elephant. 
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Thefe  men  hadalledged,  that  the  Yavou-gah,  during  the  pro- 
ceffion  of  the  King’s  women  at  the  Cufloms,  had  been  heard  to 
exclaim,  “ Ah  ! fee  what  a number  of  charming  women  are 
“ devoted  to  the  embraces  of  one  man  ! — Thofe  given  to  us, 
“ who  have  borne  the  brunt  at  the  hege  of  Whydah,  and  de- 
featcd  Abavou.  and  his  army,  are  hardly  good  enough  for 
“ houfe-fweepers. — It  is  ungenerous — but  we  are  Dahoman- 
men,  and  mull:  fubmit.”  The  viceroy  had  been  accufed 
likewife  of  having  encroached  on  the  royal  prerogative,  by 
w’earing  fandals,  and  ordering  a white  man’s  umbrella  to  be 
carried  over  his  head;  faults  of  too  heinous  a nature  to  be 
overlooked  by  a Dahoman  Monarch,  In  fhort,  his  malicious 
calumniators  had  pradtifed  every  art,  to  render  the  unfufpedting 
Caksceer*  odious  to  his  Sovereign  j and  they  effedlually  fuc- 
ceeded. 

It  is  ufual  for  the  King  of  Dahomy,  at  thQ  a?mual cujlcms,  as 
hath  been  before  obferved,  to  hear  complaints,  punifh  dclin-' 
quents,  and  reward  merit.  It  is  likewife  the  pradtice,  on  the 
fame  occalion,  for  the  officers  of  all  denominations,  civil  or 
militar}'-,  to  fwear  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign.  The  viceroy  of 
Whydah,  who  holds  the  third  place  under  the  King,  repaired, 
among  the  rell,  to  Abomey,  to  celebrate  this  anniverfary. 

The  Tamegan,  or  prime  minifler,  having  proflrated  himfelf 
on  the  earth,  rubbing  his  face,  and  fmearing  his  head  with  duft, 
harangued  for  an  hour  and  an  half,  to  exprefs  his  loyalty  to 
Adahconzou’s  perfon  and  government.  The  Mayhou,  or  mailer 

of 

* From  the  Portuguefe  Cabecsh  c,  z head  man. 
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of  the  ceremonies,  who  fpoke  next,  declared  that  the  Tamegan, 
in  his  fpeech,  had  gone  over  the  whole  duty  of  a Dahoman 
Caboceer,  and  left  nothing  for  him  to  add:  he  defired,  there- 
fore, to  fland  upon  the  fame  ground  with  the  prime  minifter, 
and  begged  that,  when  deficient,  the  King  might  remind  him 
of  his  duty.  Adahoonzou  was  extremely  delighted  with  thefe 
demonflirations  of  attachment  and  fidelity,  and  taking  off  his 
hat,  called  aloud — “ True,  Tamegan  and  Mayhou, — fo  it  is  * 
while  the  whole  affembly  teftified  their  fubmiffion  by  kifling 
the  earth,  and  rolling  their  bodies  in  the  duff. 

The  Yavougah  then  rofe  up,  and  attempted  to  fpeak ; when 
the  King,  advancing  brifkly  towards  him,  with  fparkling  eyes, 
and  a Hern  countenance,  gave  him  a violent  flap  in  the  face ; 
after  which  he  pufhed  him  down,  and  laid  his  hand  on  his 
cutlafs.  At  this  inflant  the  Tamegan,  by  way  of  interceffion, 
began  again  to  rub  his  face  in  the  dufl: ; which  Adahoonzou 
obferving,  he  faid,  with  a forced  fmile,  “ Tamegan,  you  have 
“ prevented  the  Turkey  buzzards  'f  from  having  a good  dinner 
to-day.”  He  then  defired  the  Yavougah  to  lit  down,  while 
the  ceremony  proceeded  in  the  ufual  manner. 

Among  the  fpeeches  delivered  on  this  occafion,  that  of  the 
Sazvgan'l  was  very  remarkable.  He  faid,  “ That  it  was  his 
duty  to  accompany  the  Agaow  to  the  field  ; and  that  if  ever 
“ he  Ihould  betray  the  leafl  fymptom  of  cowardice,  or  fnew 

the 

* An  expreffion,  which  in  that  country  denotes  the  King’s  thanks  and 
approbation. 

t Birds  of  prey. 

^ A military  officer  of  high  rank. 
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■^^  th€  foies  of  his  feet  to  the  enemy,  he  hoped  the  King  would 
“ have  his  ciitlafs  ready,  to  behead  him  at  the  moment  of  his 
“ return.  But,”  added  he,  “ this  will  never  happen  : for 
ihonld  I ever  have  caufe  to  fufpcdl  that  I am  accufed  of 
**  treachery ; of  turning  my  back  to  the  foe ; or  having  given 
**  caufe  of  complaint  j I fliall  never  afford  the  Tamegan  an  oppor- 
“ tunity  of  afking  impertinent  quedions,  or  of  interfering  be- 
**  tween  me  and  my  Sovereign : I prefer  death  at  any  time.” 
This  gallant  fpeech  was  much  applauded  by  the  King  and  the 
furrounding  chiefs  ; and  a loud  laugh  of  approbation  was  be- 
flowed  on  the  hero,  by  IVlajefly,  and  all  prefen t,  though  they 
little  fufpedled  that  an  occafion  would  foon  offer  to  try  the 
fincerity  of  the  Sawgan’s  profeflions. 

As  the  Dahomans  are  extremely  cautious  in  their  expreffions, 
^fpecially  when  addreffing  their  fuperiors,  this  fpeech  merits 
particular  notice.  A becoming  refentment  at  the  King’s  rafli 
behaviour  to  an  old  and  faithful  fervant,  a thorough  contempt 
of  the  Yavougah’s  pufillanimity,  in  fubmitting  to  fuch  igno- 
minous  treatment,  when  the  means  of  avoiding  it  were  in  his 
■own  hands  5 thefe  operating  together,  made  fuch  a deep  im- 
preflion  on  the  Sawgan’s  ingenuous  foul,  that  the  prefence  of 
Alajefly  itfelf  could  not  reflrain  this  jufl  reprehenfion  both  of 
King  and  minifter. 

The  Viceroy,  after  the  King’s  violent  treatment,  was  often 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  difagreeable  examinations ; during  which, 
one  day,  the  man  who  had  ufually  attended  at  his  gate,  was 
killed  in  his  prefence,  for  refufing  to  accufe  his  mafter  of  fup- 
pofed  crimes,  to  which  he  had  been  prefumed  to  be  privy. 

Y Two 
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Two  of  hls  meflengers  foon  after  fliared  the  fame  fate ; and 
Dcffiigab,  his  trading  man,  would  have  alfo  fallen  a vidim,  but 
for  theinterceiJion  of  his  filler,  whofe  interefl  furpafled  that  of 
all  the  other  women  in  the  King’s  houfe.  This  man  fent  a 
inefiage  to  Mr.  Abfon,  the  governor  of  William’s-Fort,  en- 
treating him  to  ofter  any  price  for  the  Yavougah,  who,  when 
replaced,  would  reimburfe  the  fum  that  might  be  demanded  for 
his  ranfom.  I'he  governor  .accordingly,  fent  a fervant  to  the 
Tamegan,  begging  his  interference  ; with  a caution,  however, 
not  to  deliver  the  meffage,  if  he  fliould  previoufly  hear  of  the 
viceroy’s  death.j  but  in  that  cafe,  to  pretend  that  he  had  been 
fent  to  buy  Guinea-hens.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  meflenger  at 
Calmina,  he  was  informed,  that  the  Yavougah’s  coat  had  been 
flripped  from  his  back,  at  the  King’s  door,  and  that  his  perfon  . 
had  been  feized  and  carried  to  the  Mayhou’s  houfe,  from  whence 
he  never  came  out. 

The  Mayhou  was  accufed  of  having  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  get  the  Yavougah  difgraced,  in  revenge  for  the  treat- 
ment v.'hich  his  (the  Mayhou’s)  brother  had  met  with  from  the. 
Viceroy’s  father,  which  ended  in  his  death.  The  Mayhou  had 
often  fworn  vengeance  againft  the  Yavougah’s  family;  and 
meeting  a favourable  opportunity,  he  did  not  let  it  flip. 

Although  Mr.  Abfon’s  meflage  was  not  delivered  in  Dahomy, 
yet  the  King  had  been  informed,  and  afterwards  told  him,  of 
the  finefle  about  the  Guinea-hens.  He  faid,  however,  **  That* 
“ he  was  forry  for  what  had  happened;  that  he  had  been  im- 

pofed  upon,  and  that  he  would  revenge  the  Yavougah’s  death'* 
“ upon  his  calumniators;”  adding,  at  the  fn.me  time,  ‘‘that  Dof-, 

fugah’s  - 
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lugah’s  meflage  to  fave  him  was  a piece  of  unpardonable  im- 
**  pudence,  which  he  could  not  eafily  forgive."  Indeed  he  after- 
wards punilhed  him,  by  detaining  him  feveral  years  in  Daho- 
my,  betore  he  would  permit  him  to  return  to  Whydah. 

The  Yavougah’s  fuccelTor,  one  of  his  accufers,  foon  after 
became  infine,  which  the  King  told  Governor  Abfon  had  been 
done  by  the  Fetilh,  to  revenge  his  predecelTor’s  death.  “ I now 
“ call  you,”  faid  Adahoonzou,  “ to  thank  you  for  your  mef- 
fage,  and  I wnlh  you  had  not  been  fo  much  of  a Dahoman>man 
“ as  to  have  madeufe  of  any  artifice.  I was  then  very  angry  in- 
“ deed ; but  might  have  liftened  to  a white  man.  You  would 
“ have  had  fome  trouble  to  convince  me,  but  I now  tell  you, 
that  the  Yavougah  was  falfely  accufed ; I confefs  his  death 
“ W'as  the  wmrfb  thing  I ever  countenanced.” 

1775.  Soon  after  the  Cuftoms,  the  Agaow  marched 
againfl;  the  Sarrachees,  a neighbouring  nation,  who  gave  him  a 
w’arm  reception,  broke  his  lines,  and  penetrated  to  the  poll  of 
the  Sawgan,  who  had  been  Rationed  in  the  rear,  to  guard  the 
baggage  and  the  wmmen,  belonging  to  the  Dahoman  army.  This 
brave  officer,  finding  himfelf  hard  prelfed,  and  without  fupport, 
as  he  had  detached  the  flower  of  his  party  to  afliff;  the  Agaow, 
defired  the  w’omen,  and  his  attendants,  chiefly  boys,  to  pro- 
vide for  their  own  fafety  without  delay ; he  refolving,  fingly, 
to  contend  with  the  enemy,  while  he  was  able  to  wield  his 
fabre.  Accordingly  he  called  for  his  large  Jlooly  fat  down, 
and  with  more  than  Roman  coolnefs  waited  the  approach  of 
the  foe.  As  the  Sarrachees  advanced,  he  flood  up,  fired  his 
mufquet,  loaded  and  fired  again,  killing  his  man  at  each  dif- 
Y 2 charge. 
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charge,  till,  furrounded  and  overpowered  with  numbers,  hc’ 
unfheathed  his  cutlafs,  and  rnihed  among  the  thickeft  of  the 
enemy,  laying  many  dead  at  his  feet.  His  vidtors,  however, 
fpared  his  life,  and  offered  to  treat  with  Adahoonzou  for  his  ran- 
fom.  The  King  foon  after  paid  the  price  of  his  freedom,  and 
he  was  releafed  j but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  return 
home,  although  many  meffengers  had  been  fent  to  endeavour 
to  bring  him  back.  To  the  laft  of  thcfe  he  obferved,  “ That 
“ although  of  all  the  King’s  fubjedls  he,  perhaps,  might  be  the 
moft  ugly,  yet  there  was  none  more  loyal.  He  was  fenfible 
**  of  the  King’s  goodnefs,  but  deiired  that  he  might  be  reminded 
**  of  his,  the  Sawgan’s,  fpeech,  at  the  watering  of  Ahadee’s 
grave,  which  would  fully  account  for  his  late,  and  prefent- 
“ condudt.”  Having  delivered  this  meffage,  he  drew  his 
fword,  and  immediately  put  a period  to  his  life^ 


G H A P.  III. 

^he  PofTu  defeated  by  the  Mahees— Agaow’s  barbarous 

viSlory  over  them — Reflexions  on  Adahoonzou’s  conduB 

Expedition  againfl  Apee — 

TP  H E manufcript  from  which  thefe  Memoirs  are  compiled, 
has  not  furnilhed  any  farther  particulars  concerning  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  enterprife  ag^ainft  the  Sarrachees.  ~ Yet  it  is  highly^ 

probable 
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probable,  that  the  Agaow  was  completely  defeated,  as  it  appears 
that  he  was  foon  after  difgraced,  and  the  command  of  the 
army  beflowed  on  the  Poflu,  or  fecond  general.  Under  the 
condud  of  this  leader,  the  Dahoraan  forces  marched  into  a 
province  belonging  to  the  Mahees  here  they  were  once  more 
repulfed  ; and  the  Polfu  being  flain,  the  Agaow  was  reftored  to 
his  former  rank. 

1777.  Enraged  at  his  repeated  difgraces,  and  ftimulated  by 
refentment  againft  the  Mahees,  Adahoonzou  refolved  to  be  amply 
revenged.  The  mod:  vigorous  preparations  were  madefor  another 
expedition  ; a numerous  army  was  ordered  to  be  levied ; and  the 
King  threatened  to  lead  it  in  perfon . He  contented  himfelf,  how- 
ever, with  fending  the  Tamegan  to  the  camp,  where  he  remained 
fifteen  days.  When  the  troops  were  ready  to  march,  the  King 
repaired  to  the  plain  where  they  had  encamped,  in  order  to 
review  them,  and  to  hear  the  chiefs  fwear  allegiance.  This^ 
ceremony  being  performed,  the  Agaow  led  them  againft  the 
enemy,  accompanied  by  the  Tamegan,  who  continued  with 
him  during  the  firft  four  days  of  his  march. 

The  Mahees,  making  but  a feeble  refiftance,  were  routed  with 
great  daughter ; the  country  was  ravaged,  and  men,  women,, 
and  children  put  to  the  fword,  without  diftindtion,  and  without 
mercy.  To  complete  the  horrid  fcene,  and  to  flrike  the  inha- 

bitant&> 

* The  Mahees,  who  had  been  much  perfecuted  during  the  preceding  reign,, 
in  order  to  live  on  peaceable  terms  with  Dahomy,  claimed  kindred  with  Ada- 
hoonzou, whofe  mother  was  a Mahee  woman.  This  will  account  for  their 
fubfequent  conduct,  in  affording  him  ready  affiftance  in  his  wars.  It  does  nett 
appear  what  provocation  they  had  given  to  occafion  the  p.refent-attack.- 
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bltants  with  terror,  the  bodies  of  the  flaia  were  hung  upon  liie 
trees,  their  heads  being  referved  for  the  King,  who,  upon  this 
occalion,  had  publifhed  a reward  of  tv)elve  akies  of  cowries  * for 
each  head,  in  addition  to  the  price  which  he  had  ufually  allowed 
for  a living  Have-:  “ For,”  faid  he,  “ I want  heads,  not  Haves.” 

The  infatiable  third;  after  blood,  the  barbarous  vanity  of  being 
• confidered  the  fcourge  of  mankind,  and  the  favage  pomp  of 
dwelling  in  a houfe  garnidaed  with  Ikulls,  and  ftained  with 
human  gore,  feem  to  be  the  only  motives  for  the  atrocious 
adtions  which  have  juft  been  related;  and  indeedit  is  difficult  to 
affign  any  other  reafons  for  Adahoonzou’s  condudt  hitherto.  It 
will,  however,  foon  appear,  that  a defire  for  plunder  had  fome 
ffiare  in  determining  him  to  attack  the  neighbouring  ftates  that 
bordered  on  the.fea. 

He  had  long  regarded  ^J>ce,  Porto  Novo,  •f*  and  Baaagree, 
with  a jealous  eye,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  ffiips 
which  reforted  to  .thefe  ports,  while  Whydah  was  almoft  totally 
abandoned.  He  adopted  the  policy  of  his  grandfather  Trudo, 
and  refolved,  at  the  fame  time,  to  extend  his  dominions,  and  to 
appropriate  to  himfelf  the  European  commodities  which  had 
been  accumulated  by  his  neighbours. 

But,  as  the  ftates  which  had  thus  become  the  objedt  of  Ada-, 
boonzou’s  jealoufy  and  ambition,  are  furrounded  with  lakes  and 
fwamps,  the  approach  was  rendered  difficult  to  the  Dahomans, 

who 


Thirty  (hillings  fterling.  f The  fea-port  belonging  to  Ardra. 
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who  were  unacquainted  with  the  management  of  canoes.  It  was 
therefore  found  necedary  to  fecure  the  friendfhip  and  afliftance 
of  one  of  the  maritime  princes. 

1778.  Frequent  meffages  had  been  obferved  to  be  exchanged- 
between  the  Kings  of  Ardra  and  Dahomy;  but  as  their  nego- 
ciations  v/erc  carried  on  with  the  mod:  profound  fecrecy,  it  was 
impodible,  for  fome  time,  to  penetrate  into  their  dedgns.  At 
lad  the  plot  was  difeovered,  when  it  was  ripe  for  execution. 
Dahomy  was  to  attack  by  land,  while  Ardra  undertook  to 
intercept  the  fugitives  that  diould  attempt  to  efcape  by  water  j 
and  Apee  was  the  devoted  objefl. 

The  Dahoman  forces,  in  four  dividons,  led  by  the  Agaow^ 
the  PolTu,  the  Zoheinoo,  and  the  Phudupoh,*  made  a bold 
pudi  to  carry  the  town  and  country  at  once.  The  enemy  gave 
way,  and  the  adailants,  dudied  with  fuccefs,  expedted  an  eafy 
conqued  ; when,  all  of  a fudden,  they  found  themfelves  fur- 
rounded  by  a fwamp,  and  attacked  by  Hooroo,  an  Apee  chief,  at 
tlie  head  of  ei^ht  hundred  men.  This  brave  detachment,  for  a 
condderable  time,  ma'ntained  an  unequal  and  bloody  conflidh' 
with  the  whole  Dahoman  army,  of  which  many  fell,  and  two 
cf  their  generals  were  wounded, 

A Dahoman  chief,  named  AUopnvee,  having  offered  to  figlit 
Hooroo  at  fingle  combat,  the  challenge  was  indantly  accepted, 
and  Allopwee  was  fliot  through  the  head,  by  the  fird  ball  dif- 
charged  from  Hooroo’s  mufquet  j upon  which  this  gallant  chief- 

taiiTe 


* Names  of  the  offices,  not  of  particular  perfons.  . 
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tain  was  attacked  by  the  whole  body  of  the  Agaow’s  troops. 
Never  did  foldier  make  a braver  refiftance.  At  the  head  of  a 
handful  of  men,  with  undaunted  intrepidity,  he  fought  a hoft 
of  foes,  till  he  and  his  party  fell  to  a man. 

Tlie  vidtors  then  laid  wafle  the  whole  country  with  fire  and 
fword  ; making  fix  hundred  men,  and  a great  number  of  women 
and  children,  prifoners.  They  likewife  found  much  booty  in 
the  houfes  of  the  King  and  principal  Caboceers,  confifling 
chiefly  of  many  valuable  European  articles,  fuch  as  filks,  laced 
hats,  canes,  and  trinkets  of  gold  and  filver.  But  nothing  pleafed 
the  King  of  Dahomy  fo  much  as  a green  decanter,  fhaped  like  a 
common  bottle,  but  flatted,  and  having  two  cavities  for  the 
finger  and  thumb,  for  the  more  conveniently  pouring  the  con- 
tents into  a glafs.  The  outfide  was  ornamented  with  about  a 
dozen  of  heads,  raifed,  and  of  the  fize  of  a fmall  medallion. 
Adahoonzou  ufed  to  fliew  this  to  the  Europeans,  as  the  greatefl: 
curiofity  that  he  had  met  with  in  all  his  wars,  declaring,  that 
no  white  man  had  ever  brought  him  fuch  a valuable  trinket, 
although  he  always  made  a point  of  paying  liberally  for  fuch 
rarities  as  fuitedhis  taflie. 

While  the  Dahomans  were  employed  in  ravaging  the  country, 
and  fecuring  their  prifoners,  the  Ardras  repaired  in  full  force 
to  the  river,  in  order  to  intercept  fuch  of  the  enemy  as  might 
attempt  to  make  their  efcape  by  water.  But  the  King  of  Apee, 
furrounded  by  a body  of  faithful  adherents,  forced  a paflage, 
fword  in  hand,  through  the  midfl:  of  the  Ardra  army,  and 
embarking  in  their  canoes,  together  with  the  King’s  women 

and 
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and  children,  a Portuguefe  captain,  and  fixty-feven  Haves,  his 
property,  landed  them  fafe  at  Wemey. 

Having  thus  conduded  their  King  and  his  family  to  a place 
offafety,  the  Apees  reimbarked  in  their  canoes,  and  went  in 
quell  of  the  Ardrahs,  whom  they  fought,  and  put  to  flight ; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  two  canoes,  each  mounting  four  brafs 
guns,  and  twenty-four  blunderbufles,  which  belonged  to  An- 
tonio Vaz,  * and  which  covered  their  retreat,  the  vidlory  would 
have  been  perfed.  After  this  advantage,  the  Apees  haflened 
to  fupport  their  fellow-citizens  on  Ihore,  and  arrived  in  time  to 
engage  and  diforder  part  of  the  rear  of  the  Dahoman  army  : but 
the  main  body  having  crolTed  the  fwamp  before  their  arrival, 
their  lofs  was  inconfiderable,  and  the  Agaow  feems  to  have 
known  nothing  of  the  rencontre  till  the  Apees  had  retired. 

Thus  far  fuccefsful,  the  Agaow  proudly  conduded  his  fol- 
diers  to  Calmina,  accompanied  with  the  Apee  prifoners,  the 
Z major 

* Antonio  Vaz  Ccelho  was  a free  negro,  born  in  Brazil,  where  he  had  been 
taught  to  read,  write,  and  keep  accounts.  He  had  inherited  fome  property 
from  his  parents;  and  being  of  an  enterprifing  difpofition,  he  had  made  feveral 
voyages  to  Ardrah,  where  he  at  laft  fettled,  and  became  a very  refpedlable  trader. 
In  this  country  he  had  made  fome  very  judicious  matrimonial  connedlions, 
having  chofen  his  wives  frofSi  among  the  firft  families  in  that  place.  Thus  he 
attained  confiderable  influence,  which  enabled  him  to  indulge  his  ambition,  to 
alTume  a political  charafler,  and  he  acquired  a great  afeendancy  in  the  public 
councils  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  had  an  uncommon  {hare  of 
vanity,  and  was  exceflively  fond  of  military  enterprifes,  which  led  him  to  zffeSt 
• a fplendour  of  equipage  far  above  that  of  his  companions.  He  generally  armed 
his  dependants  with  blunderbufles,  w.nich  he  purchafed  from  the  Europtar.s  ; 
and  war  canoes  armed  with  fwivd?,  were  by  him  firft  introduced. 
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major  part  of  whom  were  refcrved  to  bleed  at  the  Annual 
Cuftoms,  which  were  then  near  at  hand ; and  in  the  mean 
time,  a daily  facrifice  of  one  or  two  was  made  at  the  King’s- 
gate. 

Adahoonsou  was  much  difappointed  at  the  efcape  of  the 
King  of  Apee,  and  would  have  certainly  punifhed  his  protedors,, 
had  he  not  dreaded  the  refentment  of  the  King  of  Eyeo,  with 
whom  the  ftate  of  Wemey  was  then  on  a friendly  footing ; but 
upon  the  whole  he  was  highly  gratified  at  the  condud  of  his 
generals  and  foldiers  j paid  them  handfomely  for  their  prifoners, 
and  gave  them  leave  to  take  a little  repofe,  or  to  follow  their 
own  private  occafions. 


CHAP.  IV. 

paths  cleared — Barbarous  execution  of  fix  Apee  women, 

1779.  At  the  approach  of  the  Cufioms,  Adahoonzou  fum- 
moned  all  his  caboceers  and  traders,  on  whom  he  bellowed 
confiderable  prefects  and  honours,  giving  them  horfes,  um- 
brellas, coral,  and  other  marks  of  dillindion.  Some  were 
likewife  honoured  with  drums  and  flags ; and  the  black  traders 
were  allowed  to  fit  upon  chairs  : a privilege  that,  heretofore,, 
they  had  not  been  permitted  to  enjoy. 


He 
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He  then  ordered  all  his  fubjcdls  to  fet  about  clearing  the 
paths,  giving  each  caboceer  a firing,  meafuring  ten  yards,  the 
intended  width  of  the  roads.  Thus  a fpacious  communication 
was  opened,  not  only  between  each  town  and  the  capital,  but 
all  the  way  down  to  the  beach.  With  incredible  labour  and 
fatigue,  a palTage  was  cut  through  the  wood  at  Apoy  ; the 
gullies  were  filled  up,  and  the  hurdle  bridges,  over  the  fwamps, 
were  widened. 

When  this  work  was  completed,  the  King  faid,  with  a vain-“ 
glorious  air,  If  any  one  be  defirous  of  paying  me  a vifit,  he 
“ fhall  not  have  it  to  fay,  that  thorns  or  briars  impede  his 
“ march.” 

The  commencement  of  the  Cuftoms  being  arrived,  the  Half- 
heads, as  ufual,  were  difpatched  to  invite  the  European  gover- 
nors to  witnefs  the  ceremony.  On  their  arrival  at  Abomy, 
they  found  Adahoonzou  in  his  palace,  called  Dahomy,  feated 
amidft  four  hundred  of  his  women,  all  very  richly  drelTed. 
Obferving,  at  a little  diftance,  fix  women  on  their  knees,  with 
defpair  painted  in  their  countenances,  the  white  men  who  were 
prefent  fhuddered  with  apprehenfion  for  the  miferable  vidlims, 
and  anticipated,  in  idea,  afcenc  big  with  horror,  but  inferior  in 
barbarity  to  that  which  was  about  to  be  realized.  The  raonfler 
Adahoonzou  defired  that  a bundle  might  be  brought  j which 
untying  with  his  own  hands,  he  prefented  the  contents — five 
cutlafles  ! — to  five  of  his  fat  and  over-grown  women ; and 
having  ordered  the  fix  kneeling  females  to  be  placed  before  him, 
he  made  a fpeech  to  the  following  purport;  Thefe  women 
“were  brought  from  Apee  by  my  army;  I took  them 
Z 2 “ home. 
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“ home,  domefticated  them  in  my  family — treated  them  as  my 
“ wives  3 — but,  not  contented,  they  made  their  efcape  to  their 
“ native  country ; where,  however,  they  found  nothing  but  the 
“ ground  and  the  trees ; for  every  thing  elfe  had  been  deftroyed 
“ by  my  troops.  They  afterwards  furrendered  themfelves 
to  the  King  of  Ardrah  ; but  he  was  too  juft  to  keep  them, 
and  has  therefore  fent  them  back  to  me,  to  receive  the  proper 
“ reward  for  their  ingratitude.  This  woman,”  clapping  his 
hand  on  the  head  of  one  of  them,  who  fuckled  a child,  “ is 
“ a relation  of  the  King  of  Ardah ; — but  remember,  that  it  is 
not  her  refpedtable  anceftry  that  prevents  her  from  fharing  the 
fame  fate  with  the  reft  -no — lier  infant  faves  her  for  a 

“ w'hile ; — but  ftie  muft  ftiortly  pafs  out  at  the  fame  door  with 
her  companions  !” 

Having  concluded  this  truly  favage  harangue,  the  woman 
and  child  were  put  afide,  and  the  five  other  victims  were  con- 
duced to  the  fpot  where  men,  horfes,  and  bullocks  are  ufually 
fiicrificed  for  the  Cuftoms.  There,  being  ordered  to  kneel,  with 
their  faces  touching  the  ground,  the  women  who  held  the  cut- 
lafles  began  to  put  in  execution  their  infernal  commifiion,  in  a 
manner  too  fliocking  for  defcription  ! One  of  the  unhappy 
wretches  was  quickly  delivered  from  her  mifery,  her  head  being 
fevered  from  her  body  at  four  ftrokes  ! The  fufferings  of  the 
reft,  from  the  awkv/ardnefs  of  the  executioners,  was  protraCed 
for  twenty  minutes  j the  King  ftanding  over,  and  inftruCing 
them. — Not  that  way — hold  your  cutlafs  thus — give  it  me — 
“ ’tis  fo — imagine  you  are  chopping  wood.”  Thus  did  the 
hellhh  monfter  direC  the  minifters  of  his  cruelty  to  cut  off 
heads,  with  as  much  apjithy  as  if  indeed  he  had  been  chopping 
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wood;  while  the  air  was  rent  wdth  the  Ihouts  of  his  grandees* 
calling  over  his  ^ ftrong  names,  and  burfting  into  fnch  peals  of 
laughter,  that  a dilfant  witnefs  of  this  horrid  ceremony  would 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  fome  very  diverting  feene  was 
exhibiting. 

The  fufterers  were  all  very  comely,  well-made  women ; and 
it  is  very  remarkable,  that  not  a groan  was  heard  from  any  of 
them  during  their  execution. 

Many  of  the  Apee  prifoners  fulfered  the  fame  fate,  few  being- 
carried  to  market.  Indeed  this  wretch  more  than  once  has  been 
know’n  to  put  to  death  many  hundreds  of  his  captive  enemies, 
without  referving  a lingle  Have  for  fale,  or  even  for  the  payment- 
of  his  debts. 


CHAP.  V. 

Death  of  the  Mayhou — Claim  of  the  Eyeos — Dahomans  repulfed 
at  Agoonah — Expedition  of  Adahoonzou  at  the  head  of  his 
'iisomen — Defeat  and  death  of  the  Kings  of  Agoonah  and  Sar- 
rachee — Famine. 

ijSi-ThE  death  of  the  old  Mayhou,  which  happened  fome 
time  afterwards,  made  fome  flir  in  Dahomy.  For  though  the 
dying  recommendation  of  a beloved  and  wife  counfellor  may  be 

of 

^ An  expreffion  according  to  the  Dahoman  idiom. 
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of  great  weight  with  a King,  in  the  choice  of  his  faccefTor,  yet 
the  defeafance  of  a right,  efteemed  as  hereditary,  cannot  fail  to 
aiarni  thofe  whole  families  are  all  interefted  in  the  decilion. 
The  old  man  had  (hewn  a great  unwillingnefs  to  be  fucceeded 
by  his  fon,  who  was  a very  profligate  charadxer ; and  therefore, 
a little  before  he  expired,  he  fent  the  coat  and  ftool  which  he 
had  received,  on  his  appointment,  from  Ahadee,  to  a perfon 
that  he  efteemed,  called  Avoga,  to  be  delivered  to  Adahoonzou, 
as  a mark  that  the  bearer  was  worthy  to  fucceed  him.  On  the 
demife  of  the  Mayhou,  this  being  quickly  known,  the  King 
immediately  called  the  Tamegan,  fire  wed  him  what  he  had 
received  from  the  Mayhou,  and  told  him  by  whom  it  had  been 
brought.  The  Tamegan  remained  filent  for  fome  time  j then 
burfting  into  a flood  of  tears,  faid,  “ The  Mayhou  had  good 
reafon  for  what  he  had  done  j for  never  had  father  fuch 
**  wicked  and  ungrateful  children  ^ yet,”  continued  he,  **  for 
**  my  fake,  and  for  the  country’s  peace,  I entreat  that  one  of 
his  fons  may  be  invefled  in  the  office ; myfelf  will  take  charge 
of  his  education,  and  be  refponflble  for  his  condudl.”  ^ 

The  King  granted  the  Tamegan’s  requeflj  but  the  new  May- 
hou, in  fpite  of  all  the  pains  bellowed  upon  him,  turned  out  to 
be  a weak,  drunken,  and  worthlefs  fellow  ; and  the  Tamegan 
was  a thoufand  times  upbraided  for  his  ill-judged  partiality  to 
the  family  of  the  deceafed  caboccer. 

The 


* The  deceafed  Mayhou  had  many  fons,  all  equally  abandoned.  Six  of 
them  had  difhonoured  their  father’s  bed ; and  foHie  of  them  had  confpired 
againft  his  life. 
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The  King  of  Dahomy,  like  the  Grand  Slgniorj  is  heir  to  all 
Irs  Ijbjed's.  On  the  death  of  any  of  his  officers,  their  whole 
effiecES,  of  which  their  wives  and  children  arc  conlidered  to  be 
a part,  go  to  the  King.  The  late  Mayhou  had  been  very  long, 
in  office,  and  confc'L|uentIy  was  fuppofed  to  polfels  much  pro- 
perty. 

The  Eyeo  ambaffiidors,  therefore,  who  happened  to  be  in. 
Dahomy,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  thought  this  a good  oppor- 
tunity to  encreafe  the  amount  of  the  annual  tribute,  wdiich  they 
had  been  fent  to  receive.  They  made  a demand  of  one  hundred 
of  the  Mayhou’s  women,  which  Adahoonzou  endeavoured  to 
elude;  but  they  infilled  on  his  compliance,  a,nd,  in  peremptory 
terms,  refufed  to  return  without  them.  The  King,  however 
reluctantly,  was  obliged  to  give  them  fome  of  the  women,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  them. 

Tributary  flates  can  never  fatisfy  the  avarice  of  the  powers, 
from  whom  they  have  been  obliged  to  purchafe  peace  by  fuch  a 
dilgraceful  acknowledgment.  Three  months  after  the  depar- 
ture of  his  ambaffiadors,  a meffenger  arrived  from  the  King  of 
Eyeo,  with  a demand  of  the  reft  of  the  Mayhou’s  women;,, 
accompanied  with  a threat,  that,  in  cafe  of  non-compliance  on 
the  part  of  Dahomy,  the  Eyeo  general  Banchenoo  fhould  be  fent. 
to  fetch  them. 

Adahoonzou  was  mortified  to  the  laft  degree  at  this  haughty 
melTage  : but  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  without  daring  to  fhew 
his  refentment.  Not  choofing,  however,  to  part  with  the  Da- 
homan  women  who  had  belonged  to  the  Mayhou,  he  fent  his 

army 
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army  into  the  neighbouring  country  of  Agoonah,  to  procure 
wherewithal  to  fatisfy  the  Eyeo  monarch.  There  they  met 
with  a vigorous  oppofition,  their  leader,  the  Cakawo,  ^ with 
fome  other  officers  of  note  and  many  foldiers,  being  flain. 

This  news  being  brought  to  the  King  of  Dahomy  at  mid- 
day, he  immediately  got  up,  girt  on  his  cartouch-box,  ffioul- 
dered  his  firelock,  and  marched  towards  Agoonah,  at  the  head 
of  eight  hundred  armed  women. 

The  whole  country  was  in  motion,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren. The  King’s  big  mother,  who  tiever  dies,  though  Jloe  is 
Jometimes  put  to  death,  -f*  fell  down  lifelefs,  before  the  got  a 
league  from  Calmina : many  were  trodden  to  death,  and 
not  a few  expired  from  exceffive  fatigue,  and  the  extreme 
heat  of  a vertical  fun.  Adahoonzou  fent  a meffiage  to  the 
European  governors,  begging  that  they  might  not  be  alarmed, 
as  he  was  only  going  to  take  a walk,  and  would  prefen tly  return. 
Mr.  Abfon  fent  two  of  his  fervants,  armed,  with  a mefiage, 
fignifying  his  forrow  at  not  being  permitted  to  accompany  him 
in  perfon.  This  compliment  was  very  gratifying  to  the  King  ; 
he  talked  of  it  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  had  it  put  in  all 
his  fongs. 

On  the  approach  of  this  uncommon  army,  the  people  fied 
from  Agoonah  to  Sarrachee,  purfued  by  the  Dahomans.  The 

King 

* A military  officer. 

t The  expreffion  in  italics  is  left  as  in  the  MS.  The  faiSl  is,  that  befides 
the  King’s  real  mother,  there  is  always  a nominal  one,  who  holds  this  title,  a$ 
.a  marh  of  honour  and  rank  among  the  women. 
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K-Ing,  now  exceedingly  fatigued,  pitched  his  tent,  and  took  a 
little  repofe.  Soon  after  he  received  fome  of  the  heads  which 
had  belonged  to  the  dying  enemy,  and  was  informed  that  they 
had  retreated  to  a mountain  that  was  very  diiiicult  ofaccefs. 
Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Adahoonzou  returned  to  Cal- 
mina,  alter  having  told  the  Agaow  that  he  expedted  the  Kings 
of  A.goonah  and  Sarrachee  would  be  his  gueds  at  the  enfuing 
Cudoms. 

This  hint  was  fufficlcnt.  The  Agaow  invefted  the  moun- 
tain to  which  the  enemy  had  retired,  and  where  they  had  dug 
many  cavities,  in  which  they  occafionally  concealed  thernfelves. 
After  many  Ikirmilhes,  the  Dahomans  difcovered  the  lurking 
places  of  the  foe,  from  which  they  fmoked  them,  by  fires  ftrewed 
with  pepper.  The  poor  wretches,  therefore,  to  the  number  of 
eighteen  hundred,  together  with  their  tv/o  Kings,  were  thus 
obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion. 

17S2.  Agoonah.  dying  by  the  way,  his  head  was  carried  to 
Dahomy.  The  captive  Prince  of  Sarrachee  was  led  in  triumph, 
and  placed  at  the  King’s  gate,  on  the  day  that  preceded  the 
Cuftoms.  There  he  was  infulted  by  the  populace ; which  at 
firll;  Adahoonzou  pretended  to  take  offence  atj  reprimanded  his 
officers,  for  fullering  a King  to  be  treated  with  fuch  indignity ; 
ordered  his  hands  to  be  untied;  clothed  him;  andrecommended 
him  to  Jaho,  the  mafler  of  the  horfe,  with  injunctions  to  take 
particular  care  of  him.  Neverthelefs,  four  days  afterwards, 
this  unfortunate  prince  was  brought  in  a bafket,  tied  like  a hog, 
and  ordered  to  be  thrown  from  the  Itage,  which  is  ufually 
erected  at  the  Cuftoms,  while  there  was  yet  day-light  enough 
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for  the  fpedators  to  difcover  who  he  was : his  head  was  cut  ofF 
below  i fcrambled  for ; and  probably  devoured  by  the  mob, 
to  the  inexpreffible  gratification  of  the  aflonifhed  fpedtators-. 

Among  the  other  exhibitions  at  the  anniverfary,  which  has 
been  frequently  alluded  to^,  a prodigious  quantity  of  cowries, 
European  merchandize,  and  cloths,  manufadtured  in  the  country, 
are  colledled,  and  piled  upon  a ftage,  ^ to  be  thrown  among 
the  populace.  It  happened,  upon  this  occafion,  that  fome  of 
thefe  articles  were  miffing ; and  it  was  difcovered,  that  they  had 
been  conveyed  away  to  the  ffied  allotted  for  the  white  men. 
The  Europeans  had  obferved  the  theft,  but  were  loth  to  accufe 
the  guilty  : however,  flridt  enquiry  was  made,  and  feveral  of  the 
fufpedled  perfons  lofl:  their  heads. 

This  year  was  remarkable  for  a great  fcarcity  of  provifion&; 
infomuch,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  wild  mangoes^  cajloemsy 
and  other  fpontaneous  produdtions  of  the  woods,  half  the  coun- 
try would  have  flarved.  This  crude  diet  was  the  occafion  of  a 
great  mortality,  by  the  flux,  and  other  diforders. 

* Sec  the  Journey  to  the  Court  of  Ahadee.. 


CHAP. 
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Succtjs  oj:  the  l'^dch  at  Badagree — Defeat  of  the  Agaow — fhe 
King  dcnotmccs  I'engeancc  againf  Badagree. 

Badagree,  a neighbouring  port  of  trade,  became  next 
tlie  object  of  Adahoonzou’s  ambition. 

It  has  been  faid,  in  the  preceding  part  of  thefe  memoirs, 
that  a lake,  or  river,  runs  parallel  to  the  fea,  along  all  thiscoaft, 
forming  a fmall  Iiripof  land  or  beach,  that  lies  between  the  fea 
and  the  river.  This  is  only  inhabited,  occalionally,  by  a few 
people  belonging  to  the  (hipping,  and  fome  natives  in  the  pay  of 
the  captains,  for  the  convenience  of  receiving  goods  from  on 
board,  and  tranfporting  them  acrofs  the  lake,  and  through  the 
adjacent  fwamps,  to  the  different  faflories,  which  are  fettled  at 
the  towns,  fome  miles  back  in  the  country,  of  which  the  map 
will  convey  the  idea  better  than  words. 

1783.  A fmall  party  of  Dahomans  made  an  excurfion  to 
Badagree  beach,  where  they  feized  fome  people,  who  belonged  to 
. Prince  Da-eee^  and  who  had  been  employed  as  porters,  or  water- 
rollers,  by  the  Europeans.  They  likevvile  cut  the  water  warps, 
broke  the  canoes  and  gang  cafLis,  and  brought  off  fome  little 
booty.  A a 2 

This 

♦ Ropes  ufed  for  hauling  the  cafo  of  water  through  the  furf.  By  the  help 
of  thefe,  the  fatiguing  and  troublefome  bufinefs  of  watering  the  (hips  is  managed  ; 
tb-e  people  in  the  long-boat,  which  is  moored  without  the  breakers,  affifted  by 
ihofe  on  (bore,  perform  this  necefiary  work. 
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This  trifling  fuccefs  was  very  acceptable  to  Adahoonzoii, 
who  refolved  to  attack  the  town  of  Badagree  itfelf.  Accordingly, 
fome  months  afterwards,  the  Agaow  purfued  the  fame  rout; 
b4it  finding  no  plunder  on  the  beach,  the  army  was  ferried  over 
the  river  by  the  Ardrahs  ; contrary,  however,  to  the. intentions 
of  the  King  of  Dahomy,  who  had  directed  them  to  make  a 
circuitous  march  to  a place  which  was  fordable,  and  v/here  they 
would  not  have  occafion  even  to  wet  their  cartouch -boxes. 
This  intended  manoeuvre  was-  dicTiated  by  a fufpicion,  that  the 
Ardrahs  might  play  him  a trick,  by  tranfporting  his  army,  and 
then  leaving  them  in  a hoftile  country,  without  the  means  of 
retreating,  fhould  they  happen  to  meet  with  a defeat.  How- 
ever, he  betrayed  no  want  of  confidence  in  them,  left  they  ftiould 
refufe  tofurnifh  him  with  fomepromifed  auxiliaries. 

The  Badagrees  getting  intelligence  that  the  Dahoman  army 
had  crolTed  the  river,  concealed  themfelves  in  the  fwamp,  among 
the  ruflies.  The  Agaow,  next  morning  continuing  his  march, 
without  fufpicion,  fell  into  the  ambufcade.  The  Badagrees, 
who  are  good  markfmen,  ruflaed  upon  the  Dahomans  with  great 
fury,  and  put  them  into  diforder  j killing  the  PofTu,  and  a great 
number  of  foldiers.  The  Agaow,  however,  rallied  his  fcattered 
forces,  cut  a paJflage  through  the  enemy,  and  killing  twelve  with 
his  own  hand,  made  a mafterly  retreat  to  the  river,  where  he 
was  the  laft  man  that  embarked.  The  army  having  regained 
the  beach,  by  means  of  the  Ardrah  canoes,  the  Agaow  dif- 
patched  a mefienger  to  Dahomy,  with  the  difagreeable  news  of 
bis  defeat;  alledging,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Ardrahs  had 
been  privy  to  the  Badagree  ambufcade. 
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Adahoonzou  fent  him  a kind  invitation  to  return  home,  and 
requeued  that  he  might  not  afflidd  himfelf  on  account  of  his  late 
misfortune  j adding,  “ that  his  late  Agaow  fliould  yet  be  fur- 
“ nimed  with  the  means  of  conquering  Badagree,  although  the 
“ dellruftion  of  Dahoiny  itfelf  ihouid  be  the  confequence.  He 
“ was  ferry,”  he  faiJ,  “ that  an  opportunity  had  been  given  to 
“ the  Ardrahs,  of  cheating  him, — but  he  would  look  for  ano- 
“ ther  path.” 

The  lofs  of  the  PolTu,  and  the  many  foldiers  who  fell  with 
hum,  caufed  great  murmurings  among  the  people,  which,  how- 
ever, fubnded  on  the  arrival  of  the  army  in  Dahomy.  About 
this  time,  tlie  Governor  of  Williams  Fort  received  a long  letter 
from  Oirurny  Prince  Davee’s  fon,  containing,  among  other  par- 
ticulars, a melPage  to  Adahoonzou,  accufing  Ardrah  of  treachery, 
and  faying,  that  Dahomy  was  in  danger.  The  King  made 
anfwe.-j  “ My  name  is  Deddi  matronii.  I am  eafy  In  my  pace, 
**  but  always  in  purfuit  j let  Ardrah  take  care  of  his  own  country.” 

It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  the  King  of  Dahomy  fhould  have 
received  a friendly  meiTage  from  Badagree,  againfl;  which  he  had 
commenced  hoftilities  and  to  account  for  this  circumftance, 
it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  fiate  was  divided  by  party, 
which,  on  the  preceding  year,  had  occafioned  the  expuhion  of 
Ginguem,  their  late  Prince.  Fie  had  been  feized  by  his  fubjecils, 
and  delivered  on  board  a Portuguefe  fhip,  to  be  carried  to 
Brazil,  where  ne  had  received  his  education.  They  had  fur- 
nillied  him  with  about  twenty  flaves  for  his  fubfiftence,  toge- 
ther with  a letter  for  the  General  cf  Bahia,  defiring  that  he 
might  keep  Ginguem  there.  Thus  Badagree,  being  torn  by 
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civil  Giflcntions,  Dahcmy  endeavoured  to  turn  this  circumdance 
Lo  his  own  advantage. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  Cufloms,  Adahoonzou  would  not 
fuffer  his  tinging- men  to  touch  on  Badagree  in  their  fongs — 
this  fubjedt  was,  according  to  the  Dahoman  idiom,  too  Jirojig 
for  him..  He  had  lofl  many  brave  officers  and  men,  and  de- 
nounced eternal  vengeance  again  ft  thofe  who  had  been  the 
occafion  of  his  difgrace.  He  called  together  the  Agaow,  and 
all  his  captains  ; and  while  he  watered  his  mother’s  grave, 
made  a public  fpeech  of  three  hours  ; in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  ftooped  down,  and  taking  up  a portion  of  earth  in  his 
fingers  three  times,  he  as  often  fwore  by  his  mother,  that,  “ If 
“ he  did  not  make  a total  conquefc  of  Badagree,  he  was 
“ unwortjay  to  be  .called  her  and  Ah.Ldee’s  fon.” 


CHAP.  VI. 


A Jiumerous  army  fent  againjl  Badagree — Ai'he  Dahoman  ca?np 
attache dy  with  great  Jlau^hter — Dahomans  gain  a decijive 
'ciSiory — Death  of  the  PhufTupo. 


tw'O  months  after  the  CuHorns,  the  Kin 


'g 


prepared  for  another  campaign.  The  army  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Calmina,  and  was  quickly  joined  by  a 
numerous  body  of  auxiliaries  from  the  inland  countries  of  Mahee 
and  Nago.  * Thus  augmented,  the  Agaow  decamped,  and 


marched 
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marched  in  great  force  towards  Badagree,  conduded  by  guides, 
which  liad  been  provided  by  the  King  of  Eyeo.  He  laid  wafle 
the  whole  country  in  his  progrefs,  making  many  prifoners,. 
which  were  immediately  fent  to  Eyeo,  according  to  a treaty 
which  had  been  previoufly  entered  into  with  that  Prince. 

Having  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Badagree,  he  reded  three 
days,  and  on  the  4th  encamped  with  his  numerous  army. 
The  ground  occupied  for  this  purpofe  was  fo  extenfive,  that  it 
required  fo'ur  hours  to  walk  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
Sejj'uy  an  Ardrah  Caboceer,  gave  the  Agaow  affurances  of  a plen- 
tiful fupply  of  provifions  during  the  invedmeut  of  Badagree,. 
although  it  iliould  continue  for  three  years;  as  did  likewife 
Kojfu,  a Nago  chief,  belonging  to  Eyeo.  The  operations  of 
the  Dahoman  army  were  direded  by  the  Eyeo  meflengers,  who 
had  conducted  them  hither;  and  nothing  of  importance  was 
undertaken  without  their  concurrence. 

The  powerful  King  of  Lagos  was  prevailed  upon,  by  bribes 
and  promifes,  to  join  this  formidable  confederacy;  and  he  un- 
dertook to  prevent  the  Badagrees  from  receiving  fupplies  of 
corn  from  his  dominions.  For  this  purpofe,  he  equipped 
thirty-two  large  canoes,  and  ftationed  them  three  miles  to  the 
eaftward  of  Badagree,  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  Lagos. 
Many  prifoners  were  taken  by  thofe  canoes,  which  the  Daho- 
mans  allowed  the  people  of  Lagos  to  eat,  according  to  the  coun- 
try phrafe ; which,  in  this  indance,  means,  to  convert  to  their 
own  ufe.  This  weakened  the  enemy,  and  at  the  fame,  time, 
lecured  the  intereft  of  Lagos. 

The 
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The  Badagrees,  thus  abandoned  by  all  their  neighbours, 
and  cut  off  flora  the  poffibility  of  obtaining  fupplies  by  land 
or  water,  refolved  to  make  a defperate  pufh,  and  fell  their  liberty 
rand  lives  as  dear  as  poffible.  A day  was  fixed  to  attack  the 
Dahcman  camp,  and  the  plan  was  concerted  with  fuch  fecrecy 
and  adroitnefs,  that  the  defign  was  put  in  execution  before  it  was 
difcovered. 

A variety  of  circumftances  concurred  to  favour  this  bold  en^ 
terprize.  Many  days  had  elapfed  fince  the  Dahomans  had 
formed  their  camp,  during  which  time  no  hodilities  had  been 
committed  by  either  party,  A relaxation  of  difeipline  had 
prevailed  among  the  troops,  and  the  centinels  had  become 
remifs  in  their  duty.  The  Agaow  had  retired  a confiderable 
way  down  the  river,  in  the  night  previous  to  the  attack,  in 
■order  to  perform  fome  religious  ceremonies,  in  compliance  with 
an  injundtion  that  had  been  laid  upon  him  by  Adahoonzou. 
During  the  general’s  abfence,  which  was  to  have  been  three 
days,  the  command  devolved  on  Slueenoob. 

In  this  lituation,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  the  Badagrees,  in  three 
divilions,  commanded  by  Prince  Davee,  andhis  generals,  the  Oclah 
and  Poffu,  ruflied  upon  the  Dahomans,  fvvord  in  hand,  fet  fire  to 
their  camp,  killed  a great  number,  and  made  many  prifoners.  The 
conflernation  and  diforder  occafioned  by  this  fudden  and  un- 
expedted  attack,  muft  have  produced  a total  defeat,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  coolnefs  and  prefence  of  mind  with  which  Quec- 
nooh  rallied  his  panic- ftruck  troops,  and  made  a hand.  Oclah’s 
divifion  appearing  to  be  the  moft  vulnerable,  was  immediately 
encountered  by  this  brave  Dahoman  chief,  who,  perceiving  that 

their 
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their  leader  charged  in  his  hammock,  diredled  his  men  to  take 
a good  aim  at  that  objedi.  The  blood  Toon  appearing  through 
the  hammock,  the  men  who  carried  Oclah,  threw  him  down, 
and  the  whole  divillon  immediately  betook  themfelves  to  flight. 

At  this  inflant  the  Agaow  arrived,  refumed  the  command, 
and  was  quickly  in  pofTeffion  of  Davee’s  liead.  This  news  no 
fooner  reached  the  PolTu,  than  he  made  a precipitate  retreat, 
with  five  wounds  in  his  body.  The  fortune  of  the  day  being 
now  changed  in  favour  of  the  Dahomans,  the  few  men  who  had 
been  left  to  guard  the  town  of  Badagree,  together  with  the  wo- 
men and  children,  made  their  efcape  in  canoes,  and  fell  down 
the  river  towards  Lagos  | fo  that  no  more  than  two  hundred 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dahomans.  But  great  was  the  car- 
nage in  the  field  of  battle,  the  Agaow  giving  no  quarter,  till  the 
Badagrees  were  reduced  to  a handful.  After  this  engagement, 
fix  thoufand  heads  were  fold  to  the  King  of  Dahomy  by  his 
foldiers. 

Immediately  after  this  decifive  vidlory,  the  Agaow  difpatched 
the  Poflu  in  purfuit  of  the  fugitive  wmmen.  On  the  following 
day  he  overtook  them;  upon  which  they  called  out  to  him, 
that  they  belonged  to  Dahomy.  While  the  Poffu  was  fpeaking 
to  them,  he  was  joined  by  the  Phuiruppo,  who  had  been  fent 
by  the  Agaow  to  fupport  him.  Upon  a confultation  held  by 
the  two  chiefs,  it  was  determined,  by  the  Phufiuppo’s  advice, 
to  return  to  head  quarters,  the  women  promifing  to  follow. 

It  dees  not  appear  what  was  the  PhuOuppo’s  reafon  for  giving 
this  advice,  and  fo  eafily  relinquifhing  fuch  a confiderable  prize  : 
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but  it  is  certain  the  Agaow  received  the  news  with  rage  and 
indignation  ; yet,  as  he  had  frequently  witnefTed  the  courage 
of  thofe  two  officers,  who  ranked  next  to  himfelf  in  the  army, 
he  judged  it  prudent  to  overlook  their  late  condudl,  and  ffiifle 
his  refentment,  not  choofing  to  bring  them  into  a fcrape  with 
the  King. 

The  women  arriving  at  a town  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lagos,  v/ere  advifed  by  the  King  of  that  territory  to  remain 
there ; for  if  they  fliould  proceed  farther,  he  ffiould  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  felling  them,  or  of  delivering  them  up  to  Da- 
homy.  This  piece  of  commendable  moderation  in  the  King 
of  Lagos,  who  might  have  appropriated  the  poor  fugitives  to 
himfelf,  delivered  them  from  their  fears,  and  they  continued  to 
rehde  there. 

Whllft  the  Poffii  and  Phuffupo  were  in  quell  of  the  women, 
the  Agaow  was  employed  in  colledling  the  heads  of  the  flain, 
and  In  fecuring  the  Haves  on  the  field  of  battle,  where  he  waited 
the  return  of  the  two  generals,  that  they  might  accompany  him 
to  the  town  of  Badagree,  in  order  to  feize  the  booty  that  might 
be  found  there.  Five  days  had  elapfed  fince  the  evacuation  of 
the  town,  in  which  Interval  the  Ardrahs  had  poflefled  themfelvcs 
of  moftof  the  plunder,  which  they  had  tranfported,  by  means 
of  their  large  canoes,  and  hid  in  the  neighbouring  fait  works 
and  fwamps ; fo  that  the  Dahomans  got  but  little  booty  in  the 
late  bloody  conffift,  except  a few  prifoners,  and  the  heads  of 
thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  battle. 
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Thi  mofldiftinguiniedof  theprifonerswerefentby  theAgaow 
to  Adahoonzou,  with  a meflage,  intimating,  that  he  waited  for 
orders.  The  King  foon  returned  an  anfwer,  inftruding  him 
to  make  the  Ardras  paddle  the  army  acrofs  the  river,  and  to 
purfue  his  route  homewards  by  the  beach.  The  reafon  for  this 
mancEuvre  was  for  fome  time  kept  a fecret  j but  it  was  after- 
wards known  that  the  King  of  Eyeo,  expedling  the  Agaow’s 
return  by  the  fame  path  in  which  his  meflengers  had  condudied 
the  army  to  Badagree,  had  fent  a ftrong  force  to  intercept  him, 
and  bring  the  Dahomans,  with  all  their  plunder,  to  Eyeo.  The 
meflengers,  therefore,  who  had  hitherto  been  their  condudlors, 
were  extremely  aftoniflied  when  the  Agaow  difmifled  them,  and 
bid  them  make  the  bed  of  their  way  homewards. 

The  Agaow  and  his  troops,  after  this,  were  once  more 
ferried  over  to  the  beach,  by  the  Ardrahs,  who  there  left  them, 
in  order  to  fecure  their  plunder.  They  were  dill  fufpedted  of 
treachery  by  Adahoonzou  ; but  every  man  in  Dahomy  was 
forbid,  at  his  peril,  to  fpeak  difrefpedtfully  of  them,  for  reafons 
which  will  appear  in  the  fequel. 

The  Dahoman  army  having  marched  along  the  beach,  till 
they  got  into  the  territories  of  Ardrah,  were  invited  to  halt,  and 
partake  of  a repad,  confiding  of  bullocks,  hogs  and  fiieep, 
which  had  been  provided,  by  order  of  the  King  of  that  country, 
who  like  wife  bedowed  fome  prefen  ts  on  the  Agaow,  and  the 
red  of  the  Dahoman  chiefs. 

It  was  at  this  place  that  the  Phuflupo  recolledted  the  advice 
which  he  had  given  to  the  Pofih,  refpedingthe  Badagree  women; 
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in  confequence,  probably,  of  fome  expreffions  let  fall  by  the 
Agaow  on  the  occafion ; for  he  had  fent  a meflage  to  that 
general,  antecedent  to  his  return  to  head-quarters,  importing, 
“ That  he  fhould  not  give  the  King  nor  the  Agaow  the  trouble 
“ of  enquiring  into  a matter  which  was  too  late  to  be  remedied. 

He  had  given  his  advice  without  malice,  or  any  finifter  in- 
“ tendons,  which,  fince  it  was  likely  to  produce  difagreeable 
**  confequences,  his  return  home  might  be  inconvenient  both 
**  to  himfelf  and  to  the  Polfu — that  he  took  the  whole  blamie 
“ upon  himfelf;  and  as  the  Polfu  had  no  diare  in  it,  he  trufted 

he  fhould  be  acquitted.” 

Thefe  reflexions  prevailed  with  him  to  take  the  fatal  refolu- 
tion  of  making  away  with  himfelf,  which  he  etfedted  on  the 
morning  of  the  army’s  departure  from  Porto-Novo  beach,  by 
applying  the  muzzle  of  a loaded  piflol  to  his  mouth.  Thus 
fell  the  lafl  and  oldefb  of  Ahadee’s  generals.  His  death  was 
much  regretted  by  the  King,  who  declared,  that  if  he  had 
returned,  after  fuch  a glorious  war,  he  fhould  have  received 
him  kindly.  The  Poflli  was  not  put  to  thenecelfity  of  making 
any  defence. 


CHAP. 


HISTORY  OF  DAIIOMY. 


89 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Rejoicings  for  the  late  viciory — Palace  adorned  with  the  Jkulls 
of  the  vanquijhed — Barbarous  majjacre  of  prijoners — Conpiejl 
of  Wemey. 

CjREAT  rejoicings  followed  this  conqueft.  Adahoonzou 
axid  his  Caboceers  danced  round  the  palace  for  feveral  facceffivc, 
days  i a profufion  of  victuals  was  expended  in  feafting  ; and  a 
vail  quantity  of  brandy  was  confumed  ;*  while  the  heads  of  the 
vanquilhed  Badagrees  were  daily  exhibited,  for  the  gratification 
of  the  aflonilhed  multitude. 

Not  contented  with  difplaying  his  barbarous  trophies  at  Cal- 
mina,  the  King’s  favage  vanity  Jed  him  to  believe  that  the  par- 
ticipation of  fuch  a fplendid  fpectacle  would  be  accept  ible  to 
the  Europeans.  P'opah,  accompanied  by  the  chief  eunuch,  and 
a magnificent  retinue,  was  fent  down  to  the  forts  at  Grigwhee, 
with  a number  of  the  heads,  attended  by  drums  beating,  and 
colours  flying.  This  officer  met  with  a very  cold  reception, 
the  governors  refufing  to  falute  him,  or  to  give  his  people  any 
thing  to  drink.  This  piece  of  difrefpedt  was  extremely  mor- 
tifying to  the  King. 

1785.  At  the  fucceeding  Cufloms,  the  finging-men  had  a 
fine  opportunity  of  flattering  the  vain-glorious  monarch,  Ba- 
dagree  was  no  longer  a difagreeable  theme.  The  air  refoiinded 
with  the  notable  exploits  performed  by  the  vidorious  armyj  and 

Echoj 
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Echo,  from  the  adjacent  woods,  reverberated  the  ^ Jirong  names 
of  the  Male  Oyjlet'y  till  hoarfenefs  and  fatigue  overpowered  the 
vocal  band.  The  office-rs  and  foldiers  were  liberally  rewarded, 
by  the  diflribution  of  cowries  and  cloth  ; and  the  fkulls  of  the 
vanquifhed  enemy  were  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  decoration 
of  the  royal  walls. 

The  perfon,  to  whom  the  management  of  this  bufinefs  had 
been  committed,  having  negledled  to  make  a proper  calculation 
of  his  materials,  had  proceeded  too  far  in  the  work,  when  he 
found  that  there  would  not  be  a fufficient  number  of  fkulls  to 
adorn  the  whole  palace.  He  therefore  requefted  permiffion 
to  begin  the  work  anew,  that  he  might,  by  placing  them  far- 
ther apart,  complete  the  defign  in  a regular  manner.  But  the 
King  would  by  no  means  give  his  confent  to  this  propofal, 
obferving,  “ That  he  fliould  foon  find  a fufficient  quantity  of 

Badagree  heads  to  render  the  planperfedly  uniform.” 

The  operators,  therefore,  proceeded  with  the  work  till  the 
ikulls  were  all  expended,  when  the  defedtive  part  of  the  walls 
was  meafured,  and  a calculation  made,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  was  the  number  wanted  to 
finifh  this  extraordinary  embelliffiment.  The  prifons,  where 
the  wretched  captives  had  been  confined,  were  accordingly 
ithrown  open,  and  the  requifite  number  of  devoted  vidtims 
dragged  forth,  to  be  flaughtered  in  cold  blood,  for  this  helliffi 
purpofe.  Previous  to  their  execution,  they  were  informed 
that  the  heads  brought  home  by  the  Agaow  had  not  been  found 

fufficient 

* A phrafe,  according  to  the  Dahoman  idiom,  meaning  his  titles  and  exploits. 
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fuliicicnt  to  garnilh  the  palace,  and  that  theirs  were  required  to 
fupply  the  deficiency.  1 his  aft  of  barbarity  was  greatly  ap- 
plauded by  all  p refen  t.  * 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Dahomans  had  been 
duped  by  the  Ardrahs,  of  which  Adahoonzou  was  not  infenfible. 
He  had  long  meditated  a blow  at  the  King  of  Ardrah,  his  rela- 
tion ; but  as  he  had  occafion  for  his  fervices  in  thefe  late  expe- 
ditions, he  had  flifled  his  refentment  at  his  perfidious  conduft, 
till  a fit  opportunity  fliould  occur  to  throw  off  the  malk,  and. 
punilh  him  as  he  deferved. 

There  were  ftill  feveral  ob Hades  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  the  defign  which  the  King  of  Dahomy  had  formed  againff,: 
Ardrah  ; the  moft  important  of  which  was  the  friendlhip  of  the 
King  of  Eyeo  with  the  latter,  and  the  alliance  of  Wemey,  a 
contiguous  and  refpeftable  Hate.  Thefe  obftacles  Adahoonzou 
did  his  endeavour  to  furmount,  in  order  to  accomplilh  his 
defign,  without  being  very  fcrupulous  about  the  means.  He 
fowed  the  feeds  of  diffention  between  the  allied  Hates  of  Wemey 
and  Ardrah,  fo  effeftually  as  to  produce  a rupture,  which  would.' 
have  been  fatal  to  the  latter,  had  not  the  forces  of  the  former 
been  repulfed  by  the  cannon  of  Antonio  Vaz,  which  turned  the 
fortune  of  the  day  in  favour  of  the  Ardras  j who,  to  prevent 
farther  incurfions,  fortified  themfelves  on  the  fide  of  Wemey 
with  a Hrong  clay  wall  and  a moat. 


1786. 

* At  this  time  there  were  fix  fiave  fliips  in  the  road  of  Whydah,  a great 
fcarcity  of  trade,  and  the  price  of  a prime  Have  little  fnort  of  thirty  pounds 
fterling. 
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1786.  Soon  after  this  tranfadion,  Wemey  became  obnoxious 
to  the  King  of  Eyeo,  on  account  of  fome  of  his  trading-men 
having  been  way-laid  and  robbed,  by  a party  belonging  to  that 
flate.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  King  of  Eyeo  begged  that  Ada- 
hoonzou  might  chaftife  them,  as  it  v/as  too  far  for  him  to  fend 
an  army  for  that  purpofe.  Nothing  could  be  more  accepta- 
ble to  the  King  of  Dahomy  than  this  commiffion,  as  it  exadly 
accorded  with  his  own  views. 

'The  people  of  Wemey,  on  the  other  hand,  haflened  their 
own  deftrudion,  by  fending  an  imprudent  challenge  to  Ada- 
hoonzou,  and  threatening,  that  if  he  did  not  attack  Wemey, 
they  fliould  march  agaiml  Dahomy.  Adahoonzou  anfwered, 
in  the  fame  boahing  drain,  that  he  fhould  fend  his  Agaow, 
with  a fupply  of  guns,  powder,  and  iron,^  for  their  ufe. 

The  Agaow  having  received  orders  to  prepare  for  war,  beat 
his  drum,  formed  his  camp,  and  fummoned  the  whole  Daho- 
man  forces  to  repair  to  his  ftandard.  Adahoonzou  invited  the 
Mahees  to  become  his  auxiliaries  in  this  enterprize,  promifing 
that  all  the  booty  which  they  fliould  acquire  fhould  be  at  their 
own  difpufal.  Accordingly,  one  hundred  Caboceers  from  the 
different  dates  of  Mahee,  with  their  numerous  adherents,  joined 
the  Dahoman  army. 

Thus  drongly  reinforced,  the  Agaow  inveded  Wemey  in 
May  1786,  and  made  himfelf  mader  of  it  in  November  fol- 
lowing, having  met  with  very  little  oppofition  from  the  be- 

fieged. 


'*  Cut  iron  is  ufed  inflead  of  lead  ball. 
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fieged,  who,  notwithdanding  their  bragging  meiTage,  never 
ventured  to  try  their  llrength  with  him,  but  remained  inactive, 
till  at  laft,  being  reduced  by  hunger,  they  were  obliged  to  fur- 
render  at  dilcretion. 

Although  this  was  a bloodlefs  conqueft,  a prodigious  number 
of  the  miferable  captives  were  afterwards  put  to  death  ; and  of 
thofe  who  were  permitted  to  live,  numbers  were  fo  emaciated 
with  hunger,  that  they  perifhed  on  the  path,  between  Wemey 
and  Calmina. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Enterprife  againjl  Porto  Novo — Redemption  of  the  French 
prifoners — Mejfage  of  difapprobation  jrojn  Eyeo — the  Tame- 
gan  goes  to  Alladah,  to  make  fetijh — Expedition  againf  the 
Whydahs. 

T H E King  of  Dahomy  was  exceffively  elated  with  his  late 
fuccefs,  and  nothing  but  the  want  of  Eyeo’s  permiffion  pre- 
vented him  from  attacking  Ardrah,  which  now  lay  open  before 
him.  This  permiffion,  it  was  faid,  he  had  obtained,  though 
in  terms  fomewhat  ambiguous  j Eyeo  having  confented  that 
Adahoonzou  might  repel  any  infult  that  might  be  offered  by 
the  King  of  Ardrah  \ but  at  the  fame  tim.e,  ftridtly  forbidding 
C c the 
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the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  without  leave  firfl  afked  and 
obtained. 

The  King  of  Dahomy  having  got  this  kind  of  half  fandlion,. 
did  not  fail  to  turn  it  to  his  own  advantage.  At  this  time 
there  were  no  lefs  than  eleven  French  lliips  in  the  road  of 
Porto  Novo,  the  port  of  Ardrah;  and  the  daily  debarkation  of 
a large  quantity  of  merchandize,  afforded  a favourable  opportu- 
nity of  making  a fuccefsful  excurfion  to  the  beach ; whilfl 
the  jealoufy  at  feeing  fuch  a number  of  fhipping  in  a neigh- 
bouring port,  and  only  one  brig  in  Whydah  road,  was  a frefli 
fpur  to  the  meditated  enterprife. 


In  confequence  of  fecret  orders,  which  had  been  given  by 
Adahoonzou,  the  Cokey  or  fecond  Caboceer,  at  Grigwhee,  ac- 
companied by  the  CakaoWy  the  military  officer  who  is  ftationed 
there,  and  about  three  hundred  of  the  King’s  foldiers,  ftoleout 
of  town  in  the  night,  and  on  the  fecond  morning  afterwards, 
at  the  break  of  day,  arrived  on  Porto  Novo  beach.  Fourteen 
Frenchmen,  one  Fortuguefe,  and  upwards  of  eighty  canoe- 
men  from  the  Gold  Coaft,  here  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Dahomans,  without  refi fiance. 


The  Coke  and  the  Cakaow  returned  with  their  prifoners,  of 
whom  they  very  well  knew  how  to  make  the  beft  advantage. 
They  entered  into  treaty  with  the  governor  of  the  French  fort 
at  Grigwhee,  for  their  ranfom,  which  at  laft  was  fixed  at 

twenty- 
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twenty-fix  ^ ounces  of  cowries  for  each  white  officer  or  boat- 
fwain  of  canoes,  and  twenty-four  ounces  for  each  failor  and 
canoe- man  ; amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  four  thoufand 
and  fx  hundred  pounds  Jicrling — a very  handfome  booty  ! 

The  captors  accepted  of  Monf.  Gourg's.  notes  for  the  above- 
mentioned  fum,  without  fcruple,  as  there  had  never  been  an 
inftance  in  that  country  of  a white  man  refuting  to  honour  his 
written  obligations,  fo  that  they  pafs  as  current  with  the 
natives  as  money.  This  gentleman,  who  had  been  an  officer 
in  the  French  fervice,  was  admoniffied  not  to  comply  fo  eafily 
with  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  Dahomans,  but  he  would 
not  be  adviled. 

The  prifoners  being  thus  redeemed,  were  delivered  up  to 
IMonf.  Gourg,  the  French  governor  3 but  upwards  of  thirty 
of  the  canoe-men  died  of  the  fmall-pox,  which  then  raged  in 
the  country,  before  they  could  be  conveyed  to  the  refpedtive 
captains  who  had  hired  them  on  the  Gold  Coaft. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Dahomans  found  any  other  plun- 
der on  the  beach,  behdes  the  prifoners  before  mentioned ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  King  of  Ardrah  was  highly  irritated  at 
this  infraction  of  the  alliance  which  had  lately  fubfifted  between 
the  two  kingdoms.  He  immediately  difpatched  ambaffadors 
to  the  King  of  Eyeo,  complaining  of  this  unprovoked  breach 
of  friendlhip,  which  was  followed  by  a meffagefrom  that  Prince, 
C c 2 repre- 

* Thefe  are  ounces  in  trade,  or  currency,  equal  to  forty  {hillings  each. 
An  ounce  in  gold  is  reckoned  at  four  pounds  flerling ; vide  ante,  p.  13^. 
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reprehending  the  conduit  of  Adahoonzou,  in  terms  the  moft 
menacing  and  offenfive,  forbidding  him  ever  to  think  of  a hoftile 
vifit  to  Ardrah  in  future,  and  telling  him,  “ That  Ardrah  was 
“ Eyeds*  callabajlsy  out  of  which  nobody  Jhould  be  permited  to  eat 
‘‘  but  himjelfh' 

The  King  of  Dahomy  was  thunderflruck  at  this  meifage,. 
which,  however,  he  durft  not  refent,  but  was  obliged  to  appeafe 
his  irritated  mafter,  by  dividing  with  him  his  late  ill-gotten 
fpoil. 

Nor  was  this  all : for  fo  great  was  his  dread  of  Eyeo’s  refent- 
ment,  that  for  many  months  afterwards,  whenever  any  warlike 
preparations  were  made  by  that  monarch,  Adahoonzou  was 
under  the  greatelf  apprchenfions  that  the  kingdom  of  Dahomy. 
would  feel  the  effedts  of  his  vengeance. 

This  impreffion  continued  to  diflurb  the  Dahomans  for  a 
confiderable  time  afterwards  j fo  that  on  the  following  year, 
1787,  when  the  King  of  Eyeo  made  fome  movements  towards 
the  Mahee  country,  Adahoonzou  was  fo  much  alarmed,  that  he 
fet  all  his  people  to  work,  to  barricade  and  fecure  the  halls  of 
his  different  palaces,  that  he  might,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  have 
fome  places  of  fecurity,  in  which  he  might  hide  himfelf. 

The  cloak  of  religion  is  often  affumed  to  cover  the  mofl 
atrocious  adlions.  While  Adahoonzou  was  bending  all  his 

endea- 

* The  callabafh,  or  gourd,  is  chiefly  ufed  in  this  country  to  ferve  up  foup, 
and  other  food  ; though  it  ferves  alfo  for  other  purpofes,  fuch  as  bottles,  drink- 
ing cups,  and  other  utenfils.  Some  of  them  have  been  found  to  meafure  a 
yard  in  diameter.  Thcfc  are  converted  into  wafhing-tubs. 
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endeavours  to  extirpate  the  human  race,  he  did  not  forget  to- 
folemnize  the  rites  of  fuperftition.  His  prime  minifter,  the 
Tamegan,  was  fent  to  Alladahy  one  of  his  palaces,  not  many 
miles  from  Grigwhee,  with  a Gong-gojig-beater^  many  drums, 
a number  of  prieftsand  attendants,  to  make  fetiJJo,  The  Euro- 
pean governors,  and  captains  of  fhips,  took  this  opportunity  to 
pay  him  a vilit,  carrying  each  a fmall  prefent,  and'were  mod 
hofpitably  entertained  by  this  old  and  refpedtable  caboceer,  who 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  make  the  time  of  their  day 
agreeable. 

About  this  time,  many  movements  were  made  by  the  different 
generals  of  war  j three  of  whom  were  fent  to  Grigwhee,  who, 
with  the  help  of  the  town’s  people,  went  againfi;  the  old  Why- 
dahs,  and  returned  with  the  pitiful  acquifition  of  a few  baficets 
of  fait. 

Not  long  after  this  nugatory  expedition,  it  was  reported,  that 
the  people  of  Porto  Novo  were  about  to  invade  Grigwhee,  with 
at  their  head.  This  Caboceer,  for  his  fervices  during 

the 

* Zejju^  a man  of  a morofe  and  avaricious  temper,  was  a native  and  Cabo- 
ceer of  Ardrah.  He  had  the  management  of  the  carriers,  who  tranfported  the 
goods  belonging  to  the  (hipping,  from  Porto  Novo  beach,  acrofs  the  lakes,  to 
the  town  of  Ardrah.  In  the  execution  of  this  ofEce,  he  committed  fuch  extor-- 
tions  and  abufes,  that  the  Englilh  and  French  captains  confpired  againft  him  ; 
and,  with  the  afliftance  of  Antonio  Vaz,  his  enemy,  drove  him  out  of  Ardrah. 
After  his  expu'.fion,  he  fettled  in  the  vicinity  of  Badagree,  with  his  numerous 
vafTals  and  dependants  ; for  he  was  powerful  as  well  as  rich.  Having  put  himfelf 
under  the  protection  of  Badagree,  and  by  means  of  his  influence  in  the  back 
country,  and  the  obftruclion  he  gave  to  the  traders  going  to  Ardrah,  by  placing 
armed  people  in  the  paths,  he  actually  contrived,  for  many  years,  to  divert  a 
coniiderable  part  of  the  trade  of  that  place  to  his  own  town,  and  to  Badagree,  • 
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the  Inveftment  of  Badagree,  had  been  promlfed  the  fovereignty 
of  that  ftate  by  Adahoonzou.  But  his  affiftance  being  no  longer 
neceffary  after  the  conqueil  of  that  country,  the  promife  had 
been  forgotten,  and  Sefu  had  taken  poffcffion,  without  the 
King  of  Dahomy’s  permilhon.  This  monarch  did  not  think 
fit  to  diiturb  the  new  felf-crcated  Prince,  on  account  of  his 
precarious  fituation  with  relpeft  to  Eyeo ; but  finding  that 
Sefiu  was  meditating  a blow  againft  the  capital  of  Whydah,  the 
mofi;  vigorous  meafures  were  taken  to  oppofe  him,  which  had 
the  defired  eftedt ; for  the  cabocecr  abandoned  his  projedted 
enterprife. 

1788.  The  Annual  Cuiloms  were  foon  after  celebrated  in  the 
ufual  manner,  a number  of  vidtims  being  immolated  at  the  tombs 
of  Adahoonzou’s  departed  anceflors.  Upon  this  occafion,  he 
made  a long  fpeech  of  acknowledgment  to  the  European  go- 
vernors, for  the  attention  they  had  paid  to  the  Tamegan  during 
his  rcfidence  at  Alladah. 


CHAP.  X. 


Expedition  to  Croo-too-hoon-too — An  embaUy  from  that  Nation 
— Barbarous  treatment  of  them  by  Adahoonzou — The  Agaovo 
attacks  and  vanquifes  the  Ketoos. 


The  Eyeo  army  was  ftill  in  the  field ; and  the  panic,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  apprehenfion  of  a hoftile  vifit,  continued  to  di/lurb 

th« 
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the  Dahomans  j fo  that  no  enterprife  was  thought  of,  till  it  was 
known  that  the  Eyeos  were  on  their  march  homewards,  which 
happened  a conliderable  time  afterwards. 

Upon  this,  x\dahoonzou,  on  fome  affront,  fent  out  his  army 
againll:  a country  called  Croo-too-hoofi-too.  The  van,  which  was 
commanded  by  the  Poffu,  having  on  its  march  paffed  a narrow 
defile,  was  fo  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  enemy,  that  this  general 
was  obliged  to  make  a precipitate  retreat,  and  endeavour  to  repafs 
the  defile,  where  the  Agaow  had  arrived  with  the  main  body. 
This  rencounter  between  the  advancing  and  retreating  troops, 
occafioned  fo  much  confufion  and  confternation  among  the  Da- 
hcmans,  that  if  the  Croo-too-hoon-toos  had  followed  up  their 
blow,  not  a fingle  * umbrella  would  have  got  back  to  Calmina. 
But  thefe  people  had  no  other  objedl  than  felf-defence,  and 
therefore  were  fxtisfied  with  having  repulfed  and  driven  the 
invaders  out  of  their  territory. 

On  the  return  of  the  army,  the  Agaow  complained  bitterly 
of  the  Polfu’s  conduct,  to  which  he  attributed  the  failure  of  the 
expedition ; but  the  King  was  not  difpofed  to  liften  to  his 
reprefentations,  to  the  prejudice  of  that  officer. 

Some  months  after  this  franfadtion,  five  of  the  Croo-too- 
hon-too  Caboceers  arrived  in  Dahomy,  to  pay  homage  to  Ada- 
hoonzou,  in  the  name  of  their  country,  faying,  “ That  it  was 
**  but  natural  to  ftand  on  their  defence,  when  attacked  in  their 

“ own 

* The  large  umbrellas,  carried  over  the  heads  of  the  Caboceers,  are  at  the 
fame  time  a defence  again  it  the  fun,  and  a mark  of  diftinction. 
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“ own  houfes ; that  they  were  not  confcious  of  having  given 
“ any  caufe  of  umbrage  to  the  King  of  Dahomy,  and  therefore 
were  much  aftoniQied  at  the  Agaow’s  vifit;  that,  as  they 
“ preferred  peace  to  war,  they  were  unwilling  to  contend  with 
“ fuch  a powerful  monarch,  but  rather  were  delirous  of  be- 
coming  his  tributaries,  and  offering  him  a part  of  the  pro- 
dutftions  of  their  country.” 

Adahoonzou,  apparently,  received  them  in  the  moft  hof- 
pitable  manner,  treated  them  with  all  imaginable  kindnefs, 
4ind  difmifled  them  with  confiderable  prefents.  On  the  day 
after  their  departure,  the  Agaow,  in  confequence  of  having 
received  fecret  orders  for  that  purpofe,  followed  them  with 
fo  much  caution,  that  they  entertained  no  fufpicion  of  his 
being  fo  near  them.  T wo  days  after  thefe  Caboceers  had  reached 
their  own  country,  and  while  the  inhabitants  repofed  in  feeming 
tranquillity,  the  Agaow  unexpedledly  attacked  their  town,  put- 
ting men,  women,  and  children  to  the  fword. 

After  this  enormous  and  unparalleled  adt  of  perfidy,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  rifle  the  houfes  of  the  murdered,  where  he  found, 
among  other  moveables,  a variety  of  very  curious  dreffes,  made 
of  the  fkins  of  fuch  animals  as  the  country  produces.  Thefe 
were  a very  acceptable  acquifition  to  Adahoonzou,  who,  after- 
wards, at  the  Cufioms,  exhibited  them  to  the  Europeans, 
except  thofe  that  were  made  of  tigers  fkins ; which  animal, 
being  the  fetifli,  or  deity,  of  the  country,  it  would  have  been 
facrilege  to  have  expofed  their  flcins  to  public  view. 


At 
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At  the  time  when  thefc  fpoils  were  fliewn  to  the  white  men, 
by  the  King  himl'elf,  while  he  flood  at  the  gate  of  his  palace^ 
called  * Gree  vm  zon  Saw,  Adahoonzou  remarked,  **  That  thi? 

was  but  a fmall  war;  but  that  he  was  about  to  make  a irrdy 
“ great  one,  which  they  fhould  foon  hear  of." 

17S9.  He  was  as  good  as  his  word;  for  the  Cufloms  w^ere 
fcarcely  f.nifhed,  when  he  took  upon  truft  all  the  guns  and 
powder  which  could  be  found  among  the  flaipping,  aifembled 
all  his  fubjedls,  able  to  bear  arms,  and  gave  out,  that  he  was 
going  to  oppofe  the  Popoes,  who  had  threatened  to  invade  Why- 
dah ; telling  the  European  governors,  that  they  fhould  fee  him 
in  perfon  at  Grigwhee, 

Adahoonzou  left  his  own  houfe,  and  made  a camp  feparate 
from  that  of  the  army  j the  Tamegan  and  the  Mayhou  had  like- 
wife  theirs  j and  fo  had  the  Yavougah,  the  Coke,  and  the 
Cakaow,  which  three  laft-mentioned  Caboceers  had  been  called 
up  from  Grigwhee,  their  ufual  flation,  to  join  the  grand  army. 

As  the  communication  with  Popo  was  at  that  time  open, 
and  there  appeared  no  hoftile  preparations  on  that  fide,  it  was 
impofilble  to  difcover  the  intended  defiination  of  this  formida- 
ble army.  The  fecret  at  laft  was  divulged,  and  it  was  known 
that  the  objedt  of  this  expedition  was  Ketoo^  the  country  whers 
the  fine  red  cotton  cloths  are  manufadlured. 


D d 

* You  do  not  give  a goat  a plantation  to  fow  corn  in. 
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The  town  of  Ketoo  being  furrounded  by  a large  moat  and 
a double  wall,  the  inhabitants  at  firft  bid  defiance  to  the 
Agaow,  telling  him  from  the  walls,  that  the  large  gate  was 
open  for  his  reception.  This  bravado  was  difregarded  by  the 
general,  who  contented  himfelf,  for  the  prefent,  to  pillage  the 
neighbouring  plantations.  In  the  mean  time,  his  fuccours 
arriving,  he  colledted  all  his  force,  and  prepared  for  a general 
aflault ; but  before  he  proceeded  to  florm  the  town,  he  made  a 
feint  of  retreating,  which  drew  the  enemy  without  the  walls, 
to  engage } upon  which  he  attacked  them  with  dreadful  carnage, 
killing  or  taking  the  greateft  part  of  the  befieged. 

Two  thoufand  prifoners,  and  a great  number  of  heads,  were 
the  firfl  fruit  of  this  vidory.  The  captives  were  carried  in 
triumph  to  Dahomy,  where  nine-tenths  of  them  were  butchered 
in  cold  blood  ; two  hundred  only  being  referved  for  fale. 

This  vidlory  was  followed,  as  ufual,  by  feafling  and  rejoicing; 
and  a Have  apiece  was  given  to  the  European  governors  at 
Grigwhee,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  the  preparations  they  had 
made,  to  oppofe  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Popoes. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  xr. 


Death  of  Adahoonzou — Kinfs  Devil  killed — Majfacre  of 
prifo7iers — and  of  the  King's  nsoojntJi, 


H E conquefl:  of  Ketoo  was  the  lafl  remarkable  tranfadloa 
that  happened  during  the  reign  of  Adahoonzou.  The  time 
drew  nigh  that  was  to  rid  the  earth  of  this  fcourge  of  the  human 
race.  Melfages  had  been  frequently  brought  from  the  King 
to  the  European  governors,  for  fome  time  after  the  Ketoo 
vidlory ; but  now  it  was  a month  fince  any  meflenger  had 
arrived  at  Grigwhee,  either  from  the  King  or  his  Caboceers. 
A certain  gloom  was  apparent  over  the  whole  Dahoman  empire. 
A myfterious  filence  prevailed.  Every  countenance  betrayed 
a fecret  which  the  tongue  durfl  not  reveal.  The  truth  at 
lall  came  out — Adahoonzou  was  dead  of  the  fmall-pox  ! 


This  diforder  had  not  been  attended  with  any  unfavourable 
fymptoms ; but  the  King,  impatient  under  confinement,  was 
defirous  to  convince  his  people  that  all  was  well  wdth  him. 
Tht*  Gong-gong- beater  \\z6.  been  commanded  to  fummon  all  his 
fubjedls  to  the  King’s  door,  in  order  to  fee  him  ; and  he  was 
actually  on  his  way,  from  an  inner  apartment  to  the  gate,  accom- 
panied by  fome  of  his  women,  when  he  was  feized  with  a gid-^ 
dinefs,  fell  down,  and  expired.  This  happened  on  the  17th 
of  April,  1789. 


D d 2 The 

* This  officer,  who  carries  a rude  kind  of  hand-bell  in  his  left  hand,  made  of 
hammered  iron,  and  a ftick,  fomewhat  like  a drum-ftick,  in  his  right,  is  the 
public  herald  or  crier,  upon  all  occafions. 
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The  women  retired ; the  Tamegan  made  a fpeech  to  ttiofe 
who  were  affembled  at  the  gate,  informing  them,  **  That  the 
“ King  had  intended  to  play  a little  in  public,  but  was  pre- 
**  vented  by  fome  particular  bufinefs  ; that  he  defigned,  how- 
**  ever,  very  Ihortly  to  fee  his  people,  when  he  would  put  in 
“ execution  his  purpofe  of  diverting  them.” 

The  minifter  had  fcarcely  concluded  this  fliort  addrefs,  when 
aloud  fhriek  was  heard  from  within  the  palace.  This  was 
quickly  communicated  from  Agoonah,  where  the  King  then  lay,, 
to  Calmina  and  Pahou.  The  whole  kingdom  was  immediately 
in  an  uproar,  the  people  beating  their  breafts,  tumbling  down, 
and  exhibiting  fuch  marks  of  frenzy,  that  one  would  have 
thought  the  whole  country  had  been  feized  with  the  fame 
diforder.  Confufion  and  anarchy,  as  ufual  on  fuch  occafions, 
univerfally  prevailed ; every  body  was  armed,  and  frequent  rob- 
beries were  committed. 

The  Caboceers,  neverthelefs,  attended  to  the  main  bufinefs, 
which  was  the  conveyance  of  the  corpfe  to  Abomey.  They 
had  it  on  the  way  three  hours  after  the  breath  departed.  The 
man  called  the  King's  Devil,  was  killed  on  the  path,  between 
Agoonah  and  Dawee  j and  on  the  arrival  of  the  corpfe  at  the 
gate  of  Dahomy-houfe,  at  Abomey,  men  (ail  Ketoos) 

were  maffacred,  before  it  was  carried  into  the  houfe. 

The  butchery  now  began  among  the  women,  who  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  deflroy  one  another ; and  this  fcene  coutiimed 
for  two  days  and  a hall.  Human  nature  flirinks  at  the  recital 
•of  fuch  horrible  fads.  The  limpie  narration  is  fuhiciently 
(hocking,  without  the  detail  of  the  particular  circumilances 
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that  marked  this  bloody  fcene.  Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that  Jive 
hundred  and  mnetv-Jive  women  were  murdered  by  their  compa- 
nions on  this  occaiion,  and  fent,  according  to  the  notion 
that  prevails  in  this  unhappy  country,  to  attend  Adahoonzou  in 
the  other  world. 


C H A P.  XII. 

Earthquake  at  Abomey — RejieSiions  on  Adahoonzou’r  condudi — » 
Ajcendancy  of  Ey CO — Punijhment  of  Pauffie  and  her  hujhand. 

Before  we  begin  the  life  of  the  new  monarch,  it  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  amifs  to  relate  fo:ne  farther  particulars  that 
occurred  during  Adahoonzou’s  reign,  which  could  not  hitherto, 
be  conveniently  introduced,  without  interrupting  the  connexion 
of  the  foregoing  hiftory. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Agaow  from  the  expedition  againft 
Croo-tovi-hoon  too,  the  Eyeo  meffengers  being  then  at  Calmina, 
the  King  did  not  choofe  to  communicate  to  them  the  fuccefs 
of  his  arms,  left  they  fhould  make  a demand  of  the  fpoil  for 
the  ufe  of  their  mafter.  For  it  had  been  ufoal  for  them,  on  the 
eve  of  the  return  of  the  Dahomans  from  any  vieftory,  to  covet 
every  thing  they  faw  in  Dahomy  that  was  curious  or  valuable. 
The  King,  therefore,  had  directed  the  Agaow  to  proceed  to 
Abomey,  and  depofit  his  plunder  there;  and  in  the  mean  time 
Adahoonzou  battened  to  difmils  the  Eyeo  ambaifadors. 


When. 


2o6  history  of  dahomy. 

When  the  King  afterwards  went  to  Abomey,  and  had  feated 
himfelf  amid-ft  his  Caboceers,  to  examine  the  booty,  they  were 
exceedingly  alarmed  by  an  uncommon  motion  of  the  earth, 
which  (hook  the  ftools  on  which  they  fat,  and  threw  down  a 
part  of  the  walls  of  the  palace.  It  was  the  (liock  of  an  earth- 
quake, which  was  felt,  not  only  at  Abomey,  but  extended  to 
Agoonah,  Calmina,  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  villages. 

As  no  event  of  this  nature  had  been  handed  down  by  tra- 
dition, the  Dahomans  applied  to  the  Europeans  for  an  explica- 
tion of  this  extraordinary  phenomenon.  With  the  view  of 
bringing  about  a reformation  in  the  condudl  of  Adahoonzou, 
they  informed  him,  that  the  Almighty  took  this  method  of 
fignifying  his  dilpleafure  at  the  crimes  committed  by  mortals ; 
and  that  it  was  not  uncommon,  upon  certain  occafions,  for  the 
earth  to  open  and  fwallow  up  towns,  and  even  whole  provinces, 
with  all  their  inhabitants.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that 
tEis  reprefentation  produced  any  alteration  in  the  King’s  beha- 
viour. 

Although  Adahoonzou  polTefled  a great  fhare  of  perfonal 
courage,  he  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  deficient  in  every 
other  endowment  requifite  for  the  government  of  a great  king- 
dom. His  bravery,  and  enterprifing  fpirit,  ferved  only  to  point 
him  out  as  the  fit  engine  for  accomplilhing  the  wiihes  of  his 
more  politic  and  formidable  neighbour  and  mafter,  the  King 
of  Eyeo. 

This  remark  will  account  for  the  conquefts  which  the  King 
of  Dahomy  had  been  permitted  to  make,  without  the  interrup- 
tion 
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tion  or  interference  of  Eyeo.  Ardrah  had  been  the  intermediate 
tool,  by  whofe  inftigation  Adahoonzou  had  been  prompted  to 
liarafs  his  neighbours ; and  Eyeo  got  the  major  part  of  the 
fpoil  that  had  been  acquired  by  Adahconzou’s  vidtories. 

The  King  of  Dahomy  was  made  to  believe,  that  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Europeans  was  to  center  at  Whydah,  and  that  all 
the  ilaves  who  were  brought  to  Ardrah,  fhould  be  fent  to  Grig- 
whee  for  fale.  This  turned  out  to  be  a fcandalous  impofition : 
for  the  King  of  Ardrah  foon  flopped  all  communication  with 
Whydah.  The  meflengers  from  Porto  Novo  ^ were  no  longer 
feen  at  the  King  of  Dahomy’s  Cuftoms ; and  the  Dahoman 
traders,  who  had  been  accuflomed  to  vifit  Ardrah,  were  no 
more  allowed  that  liberty. 

The  excurfion  of  the  Dahcmans  to  Porto  Novo  beach, 
therefore,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ; and  Ardrah  mod  probably 
would  have  received  a more  feverc  chaflifement,  but  for  the 
interference  of  Eyeo. 

Adahoonzou  was  extremely  exafperated  at  having  been  made 
the  dupe  of  the  people  of  Ardrah,  and  left  no  method  untried 
to  fet  Eyeo  againft  them  ; but  they  were  too  rich,  and  conflantly 
defeated  Dahomy’s  defigns,  by  heaping  a profufion  of  prefents 
on  the  King  of  Eyeo.  Porto  Novo  road  was  feldom  without 
feven  or  eight  large  French  fhips,  and  the  richeft  European 
commodities  were  continually  paffing  from  thence,  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  of  Eyeo,  a very  clofe- lifted  and  fhrewd 
monarch. 


The  fea-portof  Ardrah, 


Contrary 
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Contrary  to  the  ufage  of  his  predeceflbrs,  Adahoonzou  bor» 
very  hard  on  his  fabjeds,  who  had  fettled  under  the  different 
European  forts.  When  any  palaver  obliged  them  to  repair  to 
Dahomy,  they  were  fure  to  be  caft,  and  lofe  their  liberty  or 
lives : for  if  they  happened  to  elude  the  flroke  of  the  fcimitar, 
they  v/erefold,  and  the  amount  carried  to  the  King. 

The  following  anecdote  will  ferve  as  a fpecimen  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  Adahoonzou  ferved  delinquents  of  this  kind.  A 
woman  named  PaiiJJiey  who  lived  under  the  protedion  of  the 
French  fort,  and  had  acquired  confiderable  property  by  trade, 
to  the  amount  of  feventy  flaves,  and  upwards,  had  inlinuated 
herfelf  into  the  good  graces  of  Monf.  Olivier^  the  former  gover- 
nor of  the  French  fort  at  Grigwhee,  by  her  dexterity  in  her  pro- 
feffion. 

This  woman  ufed  to  follow  her  hufband,  who  was  alfo  a con-, 
hderable  trader,  to  Dahomy,  where  (he  made  many  friends,  and 
among  others,  fome  of  the  Eyeo  nation.  Olivier,  who  was  pof- 
feffed  of  fome  valuable  coral,  which  he  could  not  difpofe  of  at 
Grigwhee,  for  the  price  it  merited,  had  employed  Pauffie  to 
fell  it  for  him  j and  fhe  accordingly  had  difpofcd  of  it  to  the 
Eyeo  meffengers,  at  an  extravagant  price. 

It  had  been  likewife  the  pradice  of  this  woman  to  fell  iron  -f* 
bars ; which,  for  the  convenience  of  concealment,  were  cut  into 

pieces 

* From  the  Portuguefe  word  palalra^  a VDord-f  but  ufed  for  difpute  or  lawfuit, 

f Iron,  guns,  powder,  and  coral,  are  not  permitted  to  be  fold  to  any  body 
fcut  the  King,  or  to  his  miniflers,  for  him. 
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pieces  of  theneceflary  length  for  hoes,  and  other  implements  of 
agriculture  j and  which  iron  had  likevvife  been  ufaaily  fur- 
nilhed  by  Monf.  Olivier. 

The  Eyeo  meflengers  having  carried  the  coral  to  their  own 
country,  it  feme  how  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  King,  and  of 
confcquencc  produced  an  enquiry,  how  it  had  been  obtained, 
Now  it  feems,  coral  had  formed  no  part  of  the  tribute  which 
had  lately  been  paid  by  the  King  of  Dahomy ; upon  the  plea, 
that  for  a long  while  there  had  been  none  to  be  found  in  the 
country,  as  there  had  been  no  flaips  in  Whydah  road  for  a con- 
fiderable  time. 

The  King  of  Eyeo  fen t a fpecial  melTcnger  to  the  Dahoman 
Monarch,  to  reprehend  him  for  the  fuppofed  fubterfuge,  and 
to  llicw  him  the  coral  which  had  been  purchafed  in  his  country; 
informing  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  Adahoonzou  knew  he 
held  his  dominions  no  longer  than  whilfl  he  regularly  paid  his 
tribute ; and  when  he  negledted  that,  Dahomy  belonged  to  Eyeo. 

This  melTage  was  very  mortifying  to  Adahoonzou ; who  re- 
vived to  make  a fevere  example  of  thofe  who  had  been  the 
occafion  of  it.  A drift  enquiry  was  immediately  fet  on  foot; 
and  the  difpofer  of  the  coral,  together  with  her  hulband,  v/ere 
fcon  apprehended.  The  latter  was  fold,  and  died  on  board  a 
ihip  in  Whydah  road.  The  woman  was  carried  up  to  Dahomy, 
where,  it  was  faid  by  fome,  that  die  had  been  chopped  in  pieces ; 
though  ethers  affirmed,  that  the  King  of  Eyeo  had  interfered, 
and  faved  her  life. 

E e 
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Eight  d;iys  had  elapfed  before  thefe  circumftances  became 
public  j but  Mr.  Abfon,  who  had  received  intelligence  of 
PaulTie’s  fate  fomewhat  earlier,  advifed  Monf.  Olivier  to  fecure 
her  property.  To  this  prudent  advice  he  lent  a deaf  ear,  which 
he  quickly  repented;  for  foon  afterwards  the  Yavougah,  and 
other  officers,  with  a King’s  n^effenger  at  their  head,  and  fol- 
lowed by  a number  of  attendants  armed,  entered  the  hall  in 
the  French  fort,  and  kiffing  the  floor,  as  is  ufual  when  charged 
with  King’s  meffage,  faid,  “ That  a woman,  named  Pauffie, 
“ belonging  to  the  French  fort,  had  got  into  the  King’s 

that  he  hoped  Monf.  Olivier  would  not  countenance  her  be- 
“ haviour,  by  making  any  refiftance  to  the  execution  of  his 
“ commiffion,  which  was,  to  level  her  houfe  with  the  ground, 
“ and  to  feize  cowries,  flaves,  and  every  thing  which  he  might 
“ find,  and  carry  them  to  the  King.” 

The  old  governor  refented  this  outrage,  fo  contrary  to  the 
civility  and  refpedl  which  was  due,  and  always  had  been  paid, 
to  the  Europeans  ; and  faid,  that  he  would  fooner  periffi  in  the 
ruins  of  the  fort,  than  fubmit  to  fuch  a grofs  indignity.  The 
Yavougah,  however,  perfified  in  putting  the  royal  orders  into 
execution.  Olivier  loaded  his  guns,  and  ordered  the  matches 
to  be  lighted ; but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  proceed  to  extre- 
mities. Pauffie’s  effedls,  therefore,  were  all  feized,  and  carried 
to  Dahomy  ; her  debtors  were  obliged  to  pay  whatever  was  due 
to  her ; but  her  creditors  demands  againft  her  were  fcouted. 

CHAPo 


* Was  under  the  King’s  profecution. 
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CHAP.  XIIL 

lujlances  cf  fevcre  ■punijlment — The  King  becomes  trader — 
Dcjirubiive  confequences  of  his  interference. 

Although  the  King  of  Dahomy’s  women  be  guarded 
with  eaftern  jealoufy,  and  the  violators  of  the  royal  bed  feldora 
efcape  puniHiment;  yet  intrigues  of  this  kind,  in  Adahoonzou’s 
reign,  had  not  been  uncommon.  It  happened  during  that 
epocha,  that  a dangerous  female  confpiracy  had  been  formed 
againil  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Some  of  the  ladies  of  the 
fcraglio,  who  bore  evident  marks  of  gallantry,  having  been  quef- 
tioned  concerning  their  paramours,  named  upwards  of  one  huu'^ 
dred  and  fifty  men,  belonging  to  fome  villages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Calmina.  Thefe  were  all  fold,  although  moft  of  them 
were  afterwards  found  to  have  been  innocent,  by  the  confeflion 
of  a woman  who  difcovered  the  plot. 

During  the  cuftomary  anniverfary  that  happened  previous  to 
the  King’s  death,  one  of  the  filver  ornaments,  which  had  been 
preferved  f nee  the  time  of  Weebaigah,  third  King  of  Dahomy, 
was  milling.  After  a moft  rigid  fearch,  it  was  found  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  King’s  fmiths,  to  whom  it  had  been  deli- 
vered by  a captain,  and  a boy  belonging  to  the  Sav/gan.  Thefe 
two  people,  who  had  cut  the  filver  to  pieces,  for  the  purpofe  of 
of  being  made  into  rings,  were  immediately  feized,  and  carried 
from  the  King’s  gate  to  the  market-place,  preceded  by  the 
King’s  Gong-gong-beater,  who  made  a fpeech  to  the  populace, 
purporting,  “ That  the  King  was  about  to  make  the  prifoners 
E e 2 ‘‘  keepers 
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“ keepers  of  his  treafure,  while  he  celebrated  the  memory  of 
“ his  ancefiors.”  Upon  which  they  were  knocked  down,-  their 
bellies  opened,  and  filled  with  fait,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the 
Caboceers  and  vafials,  who  had  been  fummoned  together  to 
attend  this  cruel  execution. 

Notwithfianding  this  fevere  punifliment,  fome  of  the  people 
were  daring  enough  to  fteal  fevcral  of  the  firings  of  cowries, 
with  which  the  King  had  taken  a fancy  to  ornament  his  dif- 
ferent palaces.  Some  of  the  perpetrators  being  difcovered,. 
were  obliged  to  make  atonement  at  the  expence  of  their  lives. 

Upon  another  occafion,  a man,  who  had  been  Adahoonzou’s 
fervant,  during  his  minority,  in  his  father’s  life  time,  became 
the  objedt  of  his  vengeance.  This  man  had  a connexion  with 
one  of  the  King’s  women,  and  was  deteded  making  his  efcape 
with  her.  The  woman  was  carried  back  to  the  palace,  and 
the  man  imprlfoned  in  the  Mayhou’s  houfe.  One  day,  foon 
after,  the  King  came  out  in  a great  hurry,  attended  only  by  two 
foldiers,  and  walking  to  the  Mayhou’s  houfe,  he  ordered  the 
delinquent  to  be  brought  forth,  and  cut  to  pieces  in  his  prefence. 

Many  Inftances  of  a fimilar  kind  might  be  produced  but 
the  foregoing  will  fufficc  to  (hew  the  reader  the  vafi;  difpropor- 
tion  between  crimes  and  punifiiments  in  this  unhappy  country 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered  how 
many  human  creatures  have  been  put  to  death  during  this, 
bloody  reign,  without  having  committed  any  crime  at  all. 


Having 
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Having  given  fome  fpecimens  of  Adahoonzon’s  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice,  let  us  take  notice  of  the  effeds  produced  by  his- 
interference  in  commerce. 

In  confequence  of  the  failure  of  fome  of  his  expeditions,  the 
King  took  it  into  his  head,  that  it  was  owing  to  the  intrigues 
of.;//cV/j-  reliding  in  his  dominions.  He  therefore  ordered  the 
Gong-gong  to  be  beat  j giving  warning  to  all  ftrangers,  Eyeos 
excepted,  immediately  to  quit  the  kingdom  : alledging,  that 
whenever  any  expedition  was  on  foot,  his  defigns  were  by  them 
communicated  to  the  enemy  ; fo  that  the  Agaow  had  been  rarely 
fuccefsful,  and  often  came  oif  with  hard  blows. 

To  make  amends  for  his  bad  fuccefs  in  war,  he  was  refolved 
to  try  the  effed:  ot  a monopoly  in  trade ; a profeffion  which  his 
ancedors  had  confidered  as  ignoble,  and  which  they  had  never 
put  in  pradice,  except  through  the  medium  of  their  Cabo- 
eeers. 

Accordingly,  he  ilTued  a proclamation,  that  no  trader  /hould, 
at  any  market,  pay  more  than  thirty-two  * cabejjes  of  cowries 
for  a man,  and  twenty-lix  cabelfesfora  woman.  Have.  In  con- 
fequence of  which  decree,  he  himfelf  commenced  trader,  and 
began  to  buy  flaves  on  his  own  account  at  thofe  prices : fetting 
his  men  to  watch  the  traders,  and  confifeate  their  flaves  and 
themfelves,  if  vendible,  for  every  breach  of  his  ordinance  ; and 
if  the  traders  fo  offending  fhould  not  be  faleable,  they  were  to 
be  beheaded. 

The. 

■*  Acabtsfs,  cabe9aj  or  head  of  cov/ries,  is  ten  fhilirngs  ftcrling.-  V.  p.  I35>:  . 
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The  pretext  for  thefe  wife  regulations  was,  that  the  treafure 
might  be  kept  in  his  own  country,  and  that  it  might  not  go  to 
enrich  the  Mahees  and  Nagoes.  This  new  edid:  was  very  much 
approved  of  by  a certain  defcription  of  people,  who  had  nothing 
to  lofe ; but  the  real  traders  faid,  all  v/as  going  to  perdition. 
For  they  remarked,  that  the  Malices,  Nagoes,  and  other  inland 
merchants,  would  naturally  feek  other  channels  for  their  com- 
merce, and  that  they  would  come  no  more  through  the  Daho- 
man  dominions.  It  turned  out  exadly  as  they  had  predided  : 
the  trade  flowing  on  one  fide  to  Wemey,  for  the  Porto  Novo 
market ; and  on  the  other,  to  Pejhie^  for  the  Popo  and  Quitta 
markets  3 at  which  places  the  traders  might  freely  buy  guns, 
powder,  and  iron  ; articles  forbidden  to  be  dealt  in  by  ftrangers 
in  Dahomy  ; except  the  latter,  when  manufadured  into  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry. 

All  this  did  not  open  Adahoonzou’s  eyes  ; fo  that  the  Agaow 
was  frequently  fent  out  to  lay  in  ambufh,  and  catch  fuch  traders, 
with  their  Haves,  as  he  could  lay  his  hands  on : fometimes  he 
was  fuccefsful,  but  oftener  got  nothing. 

The  King’s  avarice  did  not  flop  here  3 for  having  experienced 
the  fweets  of  gain,  thus  cheaply  acquired,  he  ordained,  that 
every  trader,  poffefling  two  Haves,  Hiould  relinquiHi  one,  and  the 
beH:  of  them,  to  him  3 and  if  three,  two  were  to  be  the  King’s, 
he  paying  the  price  which  himfelf  had  fixed,  in  Jirung  cowries, 
at  the  gate  of  the  palace.  For  this  purpofe,  his  women  were 
kept  conftantly  employed  ftringing  them  3 in  the  execution  of 
which,  they  took  care  that  there  Hiould  be  a deficiency  of  from 

three 
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three  to  fix  per  * firing.  Nor  was  the  trader  allowed  any  con- 
fideration  whatever  for  his  trouble,  expences,  or  the  duties  he 
had  been  obliged  to  dilhurfe  on  the  journey. 

All  this  caufed  general  murmurings  and  difcontent;  many 
bankruptcies  enlued ; and  fome  confiderable  traders,  who  had 
polfelfed  property  to  the  value  of  fixty  or  feventy  Haves,  were 
reduced  to  beggar)^  Some  bore  this  reverfe  of  fortune  with 
furprifing  magnanimity ; others  feeing  all  go  to  defbrudlion, 
lickened,  and  died,  as  commerce  had  done  before  them. 

To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  oppreffion,  under  which  his  com- 
mercial fubjects  laboured,  the  King  impofed  additional  duties, 
which,  for  a while,  gave  the  revenue  a flourifhing  appearance;, 
but,  like  the  lall  efforts  of  an  expiring  man,  this  tranfitory  delu- 
fion  quickly  vaniflied. 


Nobody,  however,  durfl  fpeak  out.  Hints,  indeed,  had  often 
reached  the  royal  ear;  but  they  were  difregarded.  The  Cabo- 
ceers,  in  a body,  ventured  to  remonflrate;  but  they  were 
accufed  of  a confpiracy  againfl  the  King’s  life ; in  confequence 
of  which,  a arofe,  that  took  upwards  of  two  months  to 

fettle.  As  the  lafl  refource,  the  European  governors  were 
requcfled  to  reprefent  to  the  King,  the  pernicious  confequences 
of  his  meafures.  Upon  their  interference,  he  promifed  to 

relieve 

* Forty  cowries  make  one  firing,  if  loofe  ; 39,  when  flrung  ; the  4Qth  being,, 
allowed  for  the  piercing  and  flringing.  V.  Introduction. 
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relieve  his  fabjeds,  but  failed  in  the  performance.  In  ihort, 
Whydah,  which  had  always  been  a precarious  port  of  trade 
fince  its  conquell  by  Trudo,  was  for  fome  years  without  any 
trade  at  all. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Adahoonzoub  fpecch,  upon  hearing  nvbat  had paffed  in  England 
upon  the  J'uhjeB  of  the  Slave-trade. 

A S a proof  that  Adahoonzou  was  not  at  a lofs  for  arguments 
to  defend  the  conduft  of  himfelf  and  his  predeceiTors,  when 
necelfary,  we  thall  clofe  that  Prince’s  hiftory,  with  the  heads  of 
a fpeech,  made  by  him  upon  an  occahon  which  is  about  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  and  whicli  took  up  two  hours  in  the  delivery  ; 
for  the  Dahomans  are  extremely  verbofe.^'  Governor  -f*  Abfon 
having  taken  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  Adahoonzou 
fome  of  the  particulars  refpeifting  the  Slave-trade,  which  had 
become  the  fubjed;  of  converfation,  and  parliamentary  enquiry, 

in 

» If  Mr.  Abfon  fuppofes  long  fpeeches  are  confined  to  Europe  and  Africa, 
he  is  miftaken  : the  Brafilians  were  famous  for  this  fpecies  of  rhetoric  long 
ago.  When  they  wifhcd  to  excite  the  people  to  v/ar,  their  Eldermen,  from 
their  hammocks,  harangued  their  auditors,  on  the  virtues  and  wrongs  of  their 
anceftors,  for  Jix  hours  together.  Purchas's  Pllgrirm^  1036. 

-j~  The  prefent  Governor  of  William’s  Fort,  who  has  refided  there  fincc 
i;66,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  language. 
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in  this  country  j and  having  carried  with  him  fome  of  the  pam- 
phlets for  and  againft  the  abolition  of  that  tr.ullck,  which  he 
read  to  him,  in  Adahoonzou’s  native  language ; the  King  liilened 
with  great  attehtion  • and  though  bulinefs  feveral  times  broke 
in  upon  the  narration,  ftill  requeded  Mr.  Abfon,  after  every 
interruption,  to  proceed.  When  the  whole  was  finidied,  the 
King  fpoke  as  follows : 

“ I admire  the  reafoning  of  the  white  men  ; but,  with  all 
‘‘  their  fenfe,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  thoroughly 
“ ftudied  the  nature  of  the  blacks,  whofc  difpofition  differs  as 
“ much  from  that  of  the  whites,  as  their  colour.  The  fame 
“ Great  Being  formed  both  j and  fince  it  hath  feemed  conve- 
“ nient  for  him  to  diftinguifh  mankind  by  oppofite  complec- 
“ tions,  it  is  a fiir  conclufion  to  prefume,  that  there  mav  be  as 
“ great  a difigreement  in  the  qualities  of  their  minds.  There 
“ is  likewife  a remarkable  difference  between  the  countries 
“ which  we  inhabit.  You,  Engliflimen,  for  inlfance,  as  I have 
“ been  informed,  are  furrounded  by  the  ocean,  and,  by  this  fitua- 
“ tion,  feem  intended  to  hold  communication  with  the  whole 
“ w’orld,  which  you  do  by  means  of  your  fhips ; whilft  we  Daho- 
“ mans,  being  placed  on  a large  continent,  and  hemmed  in 
“ amidlf  a variety  of  other  people,  of  the  fame  complexion,  but 
“ fpeaking  different  languages,  are  obliged,  by  the  fharpnefs  of 
“ our  fwords,  to  defend  ourfelves  from  their  incurfions,  and 
“ punilh  the  depredations  they  make  on  us.  Such  condudl  in 
“ them  is  productive  of  inceffant  wars.  Your  countrymen, 
“ therefore,  who  alledge  that  we  go  to  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
“ fupplying  your  fhips  with  flaves,  are  grofsly  miftaken. 

F f 


“ You 
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“ You  think  you  can  work  a reformation,  as  you  call  It,  in 
**  the  manners  of  the  blacks ; but  you  ought  to  confider  the 
“ dlfproportlon  between  the  magnitude  of  the  two  countries;  and 
“ then  you  would  foon  be  convinced  of  the  difficulties  that  muft 
**  be  furmounted,  to  change  the  fyftem  of  fuch  a vaft  country 
“ as  this.  We  know  you  are  a brave  people,  and  that  you 
might  bring  over  a great  many  of  the  blacks  to  your  opinions, 
by  the  points  of  your  bayonets ; but  to  effedt  this,  a great 
“ many  muft  be  put  to  death,  and  numerous  cruelties  muft  be 
“ committed,  which  we  do  not  find  to  have  been  the  pradtice 
“ of  the  whites  : befides,  that  this  would  militate  againfl 
“ the  very  principle  which  is  profefled  by  thofe  who  wiffi  to 
bring  about  a reformation. 

In  the  name  of  my  anceftors  and  myfelf  I aver,  that  no 
“ Dahoman  man  ever  embarked  in  war  merely  for  the  fake  of 
“ procuring  wherewithal  to  purchafe  your  commodities.  I, 
“ who  have  not  been  long  mafterof  this  country,  have,  without 
“ thinking  of  the  market,  killed  many  thoufands,  and  I fhall 
kill  many  thoufands  more.  When  policy  or  juftice  requires 
that  men  be  put  to  death,  neither  filk,  nor  coral,  nor  brandy, 
“ nor  cowries,  can  be  accepted  as  fubllitutes  for  the  blood  that 
“ ought  to  be  fpilt  for  example  fake.  Befides,  if  white  men 
“ chufe  to  remain  at  home,  and  no  longer  vifit  this  country 
“ for  the  fame  purpofe  that  has  ufually  brought  them  hither, 
**  will  black  men  ceafe  to  make  war  ? I anfwer,  by  no 
“ means.  And  if  there  be  no  fhips  to  receive  their  captives, 
what  will  become  of  them  ? I anfwer  for  you,  they  will  be 
put  to  death.  Perhaps  you  may  afic,  how  will  the  blacks 
“ be  furnifhed  with  guns  and  powder  ? I reply  by  another  quef- 

tion^, 
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**  tion ; had  we  not  clubs,  and  bows,  and  arrows,  before  wc 
“ knew  white  men  ? Did  you  not  fee  me  make  Cuflom  for 
**  Weebaigah,  the  third  King  of  Dahomy  ? And  did  you 
not  obferve,  on  the  day  fuch  ceremony  was  performing, 
**  that  I carried  a bow  in  my  hand,  and  a quiver  filled  with 
arrows,  on  my  back  ? Thefe  were  emblems  of  the  times, 
“ when,  with  fiich  weapons,  that  brave  ancefior  fought  and 
**  conquered  all  his  neighbours.  God  made  war  for  all  the 
**  world  and  every  kingdom,  large  or  fmall,  has  pradtifed  it 
more  or  lefs,  though  perhaps  in  a manner  unlike,  and  upon 
“ different  principles.  Did  Weebaigah  fell  flaves  ? Nojhispri- 
foners  were  all  killed  to  a man.  What  elfe  could  he  have 
**  done  w’ith  them  ? Was  he  to  let  them  remain  in  his  country, 
to  cut  the  throats  of  his  fubjedls  ? This  would  have  been 
wuetched  policy  indeed,  which,  had  it  been  adopted,  the 
**  Dahoman  name  would  have  long  ago  been  extinguilhed, 
“ infiiead  of  becoming,  as  it  is  at  this  day,  the  terror  of 
**  furrounding  nations.  What  hurts  me  moft  is,  that  fomc 
of  your  people  have  malicioufiy  reprefented  us  in  books,  which 
“ never  die,  alledging,  that  we  fell  our  wives  and  children, 
“ for  the  fake  of  procuring  a few  kegs  of  brandy.  No  j we  are 
“ fhamefully  belied;  and  I hope  you  will  contradifb,  from  my 
mouth,  the  fcandalous  ftories  that  have  been  propagated ; 
and  tell  pofterity  that  we  have  been  abufed.  We  do,  indeed, 
“ fell  to  the  white  men  a part  of  our  prifoners,  and  we  have  a 
“ right  fo  to  do.  Are  not  all  prifoners  at  the  difpofal  of  their 
“ captors  ? And  are  we  to  blame,  if  we  fend  delinquents  to  a 
“ far  country  ? I have  been  told,  you  do  the  fame.  If  you 
“ %vant  no  more  fiaves  from  us,  why  cannot  you  be  ingenuous, 
“ and  tell  the  plain  truth ; faying,  that  the  flaves  you  have 
F f 2 “ already 
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already  purcliafed,  are  fufficient  for  the  country  for  which  you 
“ bought  them  ; or  that  the  artifts,  who  ufed  to  make  fine 
“ things,  are  all  dead,  without  having  taught  any  body  to 
make  more  ? But  for  a parcel  of  men  with  long  heads,  to 
*•  fit  down  in  England,  and  frame  laws  for  us,  and  pretend  to 
didtate  how  we  are  to  live,  of  whom  they  know  nothing, 
“ never  having  been  in  a black  man’s  country  during  the  whole 
“ coLirfe  of  their  lives,  is  to  me  fomewhat  extraordinary.  No 
“ doubt,  they  mufl  have  been  biaffed  by  the  report  of  fome  one 
“ who  has  had  to  do  with  us ; who,  for  want  of  a due  knowledge 
of  the  treatment  of  flaves,  found  that  they  died  on  his  hands, 
“ and  that  his  money  was  lofl;  and  feeing  others  thrive  by  the 
“ traffic,  he,  envious  of  their  good  luck,  has  vilified  both  black 
“ and  white  traders. 

You  have  feen  me  kill  many  men  at  the  Cufloms;  and 
you  have  often  obferved  delinquents  at  Grigwhee,  and  others 
“ of  my  provinces,  tied,  and  fent  up  to  me.  I kill  them  ; but 
“ do  I ever  infifl;  on  being  paid  for  them  ? Some  heads  I order 
to  be  placed  at  my  door;  others  to  be  ftrewed  about  the 
“ market-place,  that  people  may  humble  upon  them  when 
they  little  expedt  fuch  a fight.  This  gives  a grandeur  to  my 
Cuhoms,  far  beyond  the  difplay  of  fine  things  wdiich  I buy. 
This  makes  my  enemies  fear  me,  and  gives  me  fuch  a name 
m * biiJJo,  Befides,  if  I Ihould  negledt  this  indifpenfible 
“ duty,  would  my  anceftors  fuffer  me  to  live  ? Would  they  not 
“ trouble  me  day  and  night,  and  fay,  that  I fent  nobody  to 
“ ferve  them  ; that  I was  only  folicitous  about  my  own  name, 

“ and 
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and  forgetful  of  my  anceflors  ? White  men  are  not  acquainted 
**  with  thefe  circumlfances  j but  I now  tell  you,  that  you  may 
hear,  and  know,  and  inform  your  countrymen,  why  Cuftoms 
**  are  made,  and  will  be  made,  as  long  as  black  men  continue  to 
‘‘  polfefs  their  own  country.  The  few  that  can  be  fpared  from 
“ this  neceflary  celebration,  we  fell  to  the  white  men.  And  happy, 
“ no  doubt,  are  fuch,  when  they  find  themfelves  on  the  path 
for  Grigwhee,  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the  Europeans.  We  JloalL 
**  Jlill  drink  u'ater,*  fay  they  to  themfelves  j niehite  men  will  not 
“ kill  us ; and  we  may  e-ven  avoid  piinijlmentf  by  ferving  our  new 
“ majiers  with  fidelity  h' 

All  this,  and  much  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  adds  Mr. 
Abfon,  was  faid  by  the  Dahoman  Monarch,  in  my  prefence, 
however  incredible  it  may  appear  in  England  : and  I can  fee 
no  reafon  to  doubt  it,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  common  fenfe  is- 
confined  within  narrower  limits  than  experience  thews  it  to  be» 


* Meaning,  “ We  ftiall  ftill  live.’ 
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PART  THE  FOURTH. 

CONTAINING 

THE  INTRODUCTION  TO 

the  life 

O F 

WHEENOOHEW, 

THE  PRESENT  KING. 


CHAP.  I. 

'New  King's'  accejfion — Speech — Expedition — Cruel  treatment  of 
the  French  Governor, 

As  foon  as  Adahoonzou’s  remains  were  depofitedin  Dahomy- 
houfe,  at  Abomey,  WheenooheWy  his  fon  and  fucceffor,  rufhed 
into  the  palace,  and  put  a flop  to  the  carnage  among  the  women. 
This  Prince,  who  alTuraed  the  name  of  Se-do-zaw,  ( wherever 
I rub  I leave  mvfcent )y  had  three  competitors,  two  of  whom 

were 
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were  brothers  to  the  late  King;  and  the  third  was  a man  who 
had  been  fold  and  carried  to  Brazil,  in  Ahadee’s  time,  but  had 
been  redeemed  by  Adahoonzou» 

However,  the  Bruggle  for  the  fucceffion  was  not  fo  violent 
as  to  occaiion  the  lofs  of  any  lives ; the  Tamegan  having  taken 
every  necellary  precaution  to  prevent  bloodfhed;  and  being 
indeed  very  adtive  and  attentive  on  this  memorable  occafion. 

No  provilions  were  expofed  to  fale  during  the  fpace  of  feveral 
days  after  Sedozaw’s  acceffion,  which  afforded  a pretext  for  the 
commiffion  of  many  diforders;  but  the  interference  of  the  Ta- 
megan foon  put  an  end  to  all  confufion,  and  the  new  King 
promifed  to  indulge  his  fubjedls  with  many  privileges ; on  which 
account  Whenoohew’s  reign  commenced  with  confiderable 
eclat.  He  redreffed  the  grievances  of  the  traders,  by  removing 
the  oppreflive  reflridlions  which  had  been  laid  upon  them  by 
his  father.  He  relieved  them,  in  particular,  from  the  intolera- 
ble impofls,  which  had  given  the  finifhing  ffcroke  to  commerce; 
and  incorporated  the  revenue -officers,  that  had  been  employed 
to  collect  them,  with  the  army. 

The  venerable  Tamegan,  who  had  been  always  refpedled  by 
the  Europeans,  as  well  as  by  the  natives,  but  who  had  been 
ncgleded  in  the  late  reign,  became  the  favourite  of  Wheenoo- 
hew,  who  confulted  him  on  every  important  occafion,  honouring 
him  with  frequent  perfonal  vifits  at  the  minifler’s  own  houfe  ;, 
a mark  of  royal  refped  and  condefcenfion  unknown  in  former 
reigns. 
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The  ancient  cuftom,  however  of  celebrating  the  memory  of 
the  deceafed  Dahoman  Kings,  by  the  effufion  of  human  blood, 
flill  prevailed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  Wheenoohew,  upon  his 
fird;  vilit  to  his  fiither’s  tomb,  took 'with  him  forty-eight  men, 
tied,  ordering,  from  time  to  time,  one  or  two  of  them  to  be 
killed  in  the  path,  and  faying,  He  would  walk  in  blood,  all 
the  way  from  Calmina  to  Abomey,  to  fee  his  father.” 

On  Wheenoohew’s  fird:  entry  into  the  royal  palace,  he  made 
a long  fpeech  to  his  fiibjeds,  wherein  he  declared,  ‘‘  That  he 
“ was  refolved  to  adminifter  judrice  with  a rigorous  and  impartial 
“ hand ; and  advifing  them  to  keep  clear  of  palavers  for  that 
“ he  would  kill  or  fell  all  thofe  who  diould  be  found  to  have 
**  promoted  unuecedary  litigation.  He  told  them,  that  he  had 
“ adopted  Ahadee’s  principles  of  governing,  to  which  he  fhould 
“ adhere  j that  he  would  hear  no  complaints  but  through  his  Ca- 
“ boceers;  and  threatened  to  punidi  with  inftant  death,  the  lead: 

whifper  to  his  women : a crime  that  had  been  too  common 
“ in  his  father’s  time.  He  decreed,  that  all  trading  men  diould 
“ pay  the  duties  to  their  refpedlive  madcrs,  and  not  to  him ; for 
“ he  wanted  no  prefents  but  from  his  Caboceers,  neither  would 
he  bellow  any.  They  lliould  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  trade; 
“ and  every  one  diould  follow  his  own  occupation,  of  whatever 
“ denomination;  but  he  cautioned  all  to  avoid  getting  into 
“ fcrapes  with  him,  fince,  if  they  did,  they  would  be  hire  to 
repent  of  it ; for  he  knew  nobody,  nor  was  he  inclined  to 
make  any  new  acquaintance.” 

1790.  The  firft  warlike  expedition  of  Whenoohew  was 
diredled  againft  Baigee,  a Mahee  province,  from  whence  the 
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Agaow  returned,  with  the  head  of  the  Caboceer  and  a few  cap- 
tives. Thefe  were  fent  to  Abomey,  to  be  flaughtered,  for  the 
purpofe  of  filling  up  Adahoonzou’s  grave.  The  Agaow  was 
fick  when  he  undertook  this  enterprife,  and  died  foon  after  his 
return.  The  fame  day  was  likewife  marked  by  the  death  of 
Irookoo,  who  had  been  one  of  the  competitors  for  the  throne. 

About  this  time,  the  King  of  Dahomy  was  extremely  irri- 
tated at  the  indecent  and  infolent  behaviour  of  the  King  of  Ar- 
drah,  who  had  fet  apart  a whole  week  for  the  celebration 
of  Adahoonzou’s  death ; during  which,  there  had  been  one 
continued  feene  of  drunkennefs  and  revelling  night  and  day, 
accompanied  with  an  inceffant  difeharge  of  cannon,  and  fongs 
of  execration  to  Adahoonzou’s  memory.  This  was  fo  offenlive 
to  W heenoohew,  that,  upon  being  informed  of  the  Ardrah  orgies ^ 
he  is  faid  to  have  filed  tears.  He  fummoned  the  Caboceers 
and  people  to  the  gates  of  his  palace,  told  them  of  this  flagrant 
affront,  and  faid,  that  if  the  King  of  Ardrah  were  not  protected 
by  Eyeo,  he  fhould  immediately  fend  his  whole  force  to  chaftife 
him  for  fuch  a fcandalous  infult. 

A new  Agaow  was  foon  after  made,  and  the  army  fent  once 
more  againfl  Mahee  ; but  the  rivers  at  that  time  being  fwelled 
by  the  rains,  it  was  obliged  to  retire,  without  effeding  any 
thing.  The  Agaow  having  made  the  King  acquainted  with 
his  ill  fuccefs,  was  not  permitted  to  come  home,  but  was  fent 
againfl;  the  old  Whydahs,  the  military  offleers  at  Grigwhee 
having  been  ordered  to  join  him  with  all  their  forces. 
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Tills  too  was  an  expedition  marked  with  no  evenf,, 
except  the  deftruction  of  the  plantations  through  which  the 
troops  had  paffed  j who  indifcriininately  devoured  the  fruits  of 
the  earth  belonging  to  friend  or  foe. 

A third  unfuccefsful  enterprife  increafed  thefe  evils  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  threaten  a famine  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
which  had  been  expofed  to  fuch  predatory  excurfions. 

The  next  expedition  was  more  fuccefsful  j the  general  having 
returned,  though  it  does  not  appear  from  what  country,  with 
about  three  hundred  prifoners,  w'hich  were  all  killed  at  Aboniey^ 
to  fill  up  Adahoonzou’s  grave:  nor  did  thefe  fuffice;  for 
another  excurfion  againfl:  the  Mahees  having  produced  one 
himdred  and  feventy  captives,  feveral  of  them  were  afterwards 
killed  at  Abomey,  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

The  new  King,  however,  did  not  feem  fatisfied  with  thefe 
trifling  fuccefles.  It  behoved  him,  after  the  example  of  his 
anceftors,  to  provide  liberally  for  the  celebration  of  the  firfl 
grand  Cufloms  for  his  father;  and  as  this  anniverfary  was 
now  near  at  hand,  he  fufpended  two  of  his  generals,  the  Pofiu 
and  the  Zoheino,  and  put  others  in  their  room,  from  whom  he 
expedted  a better  account  of  his  enemies. 

The  army,  after  this,  marched  to  a Mahee  country,  border- 
ing on  Ketoo,  from  whence  they  returned  with  upwards  one 
thoujdnd  prifoners,  which  are  referved  for  the  folemnization  of 
thefe  grand  Cufloms,* 

About 

* The  folemn  coronation,  if  we  may  fo  call  it,  of  the  King,  was  deferred, 
till  the  grand  Cuftoms,  which  were  to  be  held  in  the  beginning  of  the 
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About  this  time,  Monf.  Gourg,  the  French  Governor, 
having  become  obnoxious  to  the  natives,  his  expullion  from 
the  country  was  determined  upon,  and  put  into  execution  in  a 
manner  as  cruel  as  unprecedented. 

This  gentleman,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  an  arm  In 
the  fervice  of  his  country,  was,  not  many  months  after  the 
acceffion  of  Wheenoohew,  one  afternoon,  feized  between  the 
Englilh  and  French  forts,  by  a party,  under  the  direction  of  a 
man,  called  AUndahoo,  who,  after  inful ting  him  in  the  French 
language,  and  even  beating  him,  carried  him  to  the  Captain  s 
■f-  tree, 

IMonf.  Gourg  was  there  bound,  and  carried  from  thence  to 
the  beach,  where  he  was  obliged  to  remain  all  night  on  the 
find,  expofed  to  the  mufquitos  and  fand  dies,  till  five  o’clock, 
next  morning,  when  he  was  thrown  into  a canoe,  in  a manner 
never  pradlifed  even  towards  a black  man. 

The  furf  on  the  beach,  and  the  breakers  on  the  bar,  on  this 
occafion,  happened  to  be  fo  high,  that  it  was  deemed,  by  the 
G g 2 canoe- 

approaching  year  ; as  alfo  another  ceremony,  which  was  necefl'ary  to  be  per- 
formed, namely,  his  inauguration  at  Alladah  ; where,  according  to  cuRom,  he 
was  to  be  invefted  with  a fine  coat^  as  a token  of  his  fovereignty  over  that  king- 
dom. This  folemnity,  which  may  take  place  before  the  other,  had  been 
retarded,  on  account  of  the  indifpofition  of  the  Tamegan,  who  had  been  feized 
with  a paralytic  diforder,  from  which  he  was  then  recovering;  and  it  was 
expected,  that  he  would  quickly  accompany  the  King  to  Alladah,  in  order  to 
make  a fneech  on  that  occafion. 

-j-  A large  tree,  not  far  from  the  fort,  where  the  Viceroy  receives  the  captains 
of  fhips. 
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canoemen,  impraflicable  to  put  to  fea;  and  in  fadt,  no  other 
canoe  durft  attempt  the  bar,  during  that  and  feveral  fucceeding 
days. 

The  boatfwain  of  the  canoe  remonftrated  in  vain  j the  canoe 
was  pufhed  off  the  beach  ; and  this  unfortunate  gentleman  was 
afloat  three  hours,  drenched  with  repeated  breaches  of  the  furf, 
before  he  got  over  the  bar.  At  laft  the  canoe  paflbd  it,  and  he 
got  fafe  on  board  a fmall  veflel  belonging  to  the  Gold  Coaft. 
The  canoe,  however,  was  overfet  on  her  return. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  the  natives  had  any  reafons,  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong,  to  warrant  this  violent  behaviour.  Mr.  Gourg 
indeed  had  been  accufed  of  haughty  and  fupercilious  behaviour. 
He  made  no  trade  himfelf ; and  he  did  not  receive  the  traders, 
nor  even  the  Caboceers,  with  that  ceremony  and  refpedt  which 
had  been  always  cudomary  ; and  to  which  indeed  they  had  been 
entitled,  in  confequence  of  the  courtefy  and  politenefs  they  had 
always  fhewn  towards  the  white  men.  It  was  reported,  that 
his  own  officers  had  confpired  againfl;  him,  and  had  done  him 
ill  offices  with  the  King. 

However  that  may  be,  this  cruel  treatment  feems  to  have 
affedted  his  health  ; for  he  afterwards  died  on  board  the  fhip 
Rouen,  during  his  paffage  towards  Cape  Francois. 

This  is  the  fecond  indance  of  the.  expulfion  of  a French 
governor  from  Whydah ; Monf.  Cuillie  having  experienced  a 
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fimll.ir  fate,  though  with  Icfs  humiliating  circumflances,  about 
tlie  year  1762,  upon  a charge  of  having  fold  contraband  articles 
to  the  enemies  of  Dahomy. 


A tranfaftion  happened  about  this  period,  which  is  worthy 
notice.  Eyeo,  powerful  as  we  have  feen  it,  appears  to  be 
tributary  to  a neigbouring  and  more  powerful  Prince,  called 
Tappah,^  of  whofe  hidory  little  is  known.  The  King  of 
Eyeo,  defirous,  it  feems,  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  had  ordered, 
the  buffalo’s  hide  to  be  twice  trodden,  in  order  to  give  Tappah 
a hearty  drubbing.  His  army  however,  numerous  as  it  was^ 
met  with  a complete  overthrow,  and  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  vl<ftor’s  own  terms,  having  loft  thirteen 
umbrellas  in  the  adion. 

1791.  In  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  Marchj 
the  folemnization  of  the  grand  Cultoms,  and  of  the  King’s 
coronation,  took  place;  the  ceremonies  of  which  lafted  the 
wEole  three  months,  and  were  marked  almoft  every  day  with 
human  blood.  Captain  Fayrer,  and  particularly  Mr.  Hogg,, 
Governor  of  Apollonia,  were  prefent ; and  both  affirm,  that 
not  lefs  than  500  men,  women,  and  children,  fell  as  vic- 
tims 


* Tappa,  from  its  vicinity  to  Gago,  feems  to  be  Inta,  a name  given  to  Ajjienta 
by  fome  of  our  geographers.  It  is  a very  powerful  kingdom,  on  the  S.  W., 
border  of  Eyeo,  or  Gago.  Probably ’Ta*pa  may  mean  Ta — - or  Inta-men 
but  this  is  only  conjecture.  J*  F. 
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tims  to  revenge  and  oftentation,  under  the  fhev/  of  piety  : 
many  more  were  expe6ted  to  fall  j but  a fuddeii  demand 
for  ilaves  having  thrown  the  lure  of  avarice  before  the  King, 
he,  like  his  ancedors,  fhewed  he  was  not  infenfible  to  its 
temptation. 
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